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Cop caught while
taking bribe

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Officials of Barisal Metropolitan
Police (BMP) and Anti Corruption
Commission (ACC) caught Sub
Inspector (SI) Shahim Hassan of
Barisal Kotwali model police sta-
tion yesterday while re was receiv-
ing Tk 8,000 as bribe from an
accused in an extortion case.

SI Shamim, as Investigation
officer of the case, had demanded
Tk 10,000 as bribe from one Baker
Ali ofVatikhana Road in the city.

Baker paid Tk 2,000 in advance
earlier and informed ACC and BMP
about time and place for payment
of the rest Tk 8,000.

A team from ACC and another
from BMP special branch kept
waiting at Katpatty Road adjacent
to Kotwali police station.

They caught SI Shamim while he
was received Tk.8000 in currencies
previously marked by the ACC
team.

Later, more Tk 16,330 in cash
and TT receipt for Tk 2,50,599 were
recovered from of ST Shamim.

ACC Assistant Director
Rammohan Nath lodged a case as
complainant against SI Shamim
with Kotwali police station.

Contacted later, BMP Assistant
Commissioner Hayatul Islam told
The Daily Star that SI Shamim was
suspended and handed over to
Kotwali police station after primary
interrogation by ACC.

Sylhet upazilas

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

Over a hundred aspirants from
different parties are already in the
field as preparation for contesting
in elections in nine of the 12
upazilas under Sylhet district.

With more than one aspirant for
each post of upazila chairman and
vice-chairmen, Awami League (AL)
and BNP have started informal
campaign for the polls while JP and
Jamaatleaders are also in the field.

Many leaders have started
throwing iftar party as preparatory
measures.

Aspirants think that if the elec-
tions are held on October 23, as
announced by the chief election
commissioner, there will not be
much time for campaign after
announcement of the schedule
while the Election Commission will
putstrict conditions for campaign.

Encouraged by success in Sylhet
City Corporation polls held on
August 4, leaders and activists of AL
are hopeful of winning in the

NATIONAL

Over 100 aspirants in
field for polls in nine

upazila polls while BNP men feel
things should not go unchallenged.

Of the 12 upazilas in Sylhet
district, nine upazilas got their
voter final list ready by August 20
election will be held there in late
October, officials said.

The nine upazilas are -- Sylhet
Sadar, Dakshin Surma,
Companiganj, Fenchuganj,
Zakiganj, Golapganj, Balaganj,
Beanibazarand Zaintapur,

“We are getting ready for the
elections in nine upazilas, sched-
uled for late October. It may be
held in two phases,” Deputy elec-
tion commissioner for Sylhet
division, Khondaker Mizanur
Rahman said.

The number of aspirants is high
as elections will be held in three
posts -- chairman and two vice-
chairmen ineach upazila.

In view of the drawback in the
city corporation elections, most of
the grassroots level leaders of BNP
think it will be another blunder to
boycott the upazila polls and so,

many of them are getting ready for
the polls, without waiting for party
signals.

Jatiya Party has already sent
three-men panels of candidates
from each of the nine upazilas to
the central committee for approval,

In Sylhet Sadar upazila, Sujat Ali
Rafique and Moksud Ahmed of AL,
union parishad chairmen
Mazharul Islam Dalim and Shah
Zamal Nurul Huda and former city
unit secretary Abul Kaher Shamim
of BNP are potential aspirants for
the upazilaelection.

Humayun Kabir Chowdhury,
Shahjahan Siraj and Igbal Ahmed
are on the panel list of Jatiya Party.

In Companiganj, former upazila
chairman M Taiyaber Rahman,
upazila AL chief Sajidul Haque, UP
Chairman Aftab Ali, Ajmal Ali and
Jahangir Alam are interested to
contest with AL support while Ali
Ahmed and Hanif Khondker of BNP
and Mahbubul Alam and Amin Ali
of JP are also aspirants for upazila
chairmanship.

Two SIs closed
in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Two sub-inspectors of Detective
Branch of Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police were closed yesterday for
releasing criminals,

SI Abu Hanif Mia and SI Matiur
Rahman were closed to RMP police
line following an official order.

RMP Assistant Commissioner
Mahfuzur Rahman sald in prelimi-
nary investigation, the two SIs were
found involved in releasing four
female smuggler-suspects after
they were caught with smuggled
goods a day before.

Fertiliser-laden
ship yet to be
salvaged

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The Panama flag bearer MV
Vinashin Iron which ran aground
on the morning of September 2
seven nautical miles away from
Hiron Point could not be salvaged
till yesterday evening.

The ship was on way to Mongla

‘Port carrying 16,243 metric tonnes

of urea imported by Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corporation
(BCIC) from China.

Tugboat MV Shibsha of Mongla
Port Authority (MPA) sent there on
the same day could not salvage the
ship. Four literage barges have
been called from Chittagong.
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A man carries scarce drinking water at Bill Gazaria village in Faridpur Sadar upazila yesterday as flood took a serious

turmnin the area.

Khulna jute workers announce
fresh agitation programme

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Workers of Crescent, Star and
Platinum Jubilee jute mills will
disconnect water supply lines of
their officials’ residences on
Monday in protest against non-
payment of arrears including
wages for 15 weeks.

They will also bring out proces-
sions wearing shrouds everyday
from September 8 till September 14
as part of a week-long agitation

programme announced at a big rally
held at Crescent Jute Mill Workers
Club compound yesterday.

[t was unanimously decided at
the rally that 15 workers of these
three state-owned jute mills will go
for self immolation in front of
administrative buildings of the
mills on September 15 if the
demands are notmet.

The weeklong programmes also
include formation of human chain
from 8 am to 12 Noon on Khalishpur

BIDC Road. Workers of seven state-
owned jute mills in Khulna-Jessore
industrial belt will join the human
chain, Gazi Masum said.

Three high officials of BJMC
head office who came to Khulna
on Sunday failed to resolve the
crisis in the jute mills despite
holding several meetings till
Thursday.

Sources said JMWDC leaders
refused to accept arrear payment
forone weekinstead of 14 weeks.

RCC election fairer

than any earlier polls

Jatiya Nirbachon Parjobekkhon
Parishad survey says

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC) elections held on August 4
was a free, fair one and smoother
than elections in the past, says
findings of the country's first ever
scientific exit poll revealed in the
city yesterday.

International Republican
Institute (IRI), a US-based organisa-
tion for advancing democracy with
assistance from Jatiya Nirbachon
Parjobekkhon Parishad (Janipop),

“chriingted 'te yuavey anfong' over v’

10,000 voters exiting from 50 ran-
domly selected polling centres, out
oftotal 130, on the Election Day.

Bangladesh Elecion Commission
authorised for the international
standard survey supported by the
British High Commission.

The exit poll has confirmed
public confidence in conduct and
results of RCC elections, claimed
the IRI as the study shows 90 per
cent voters consider the RCC elec-
tions 'free and fair" with 78 per cent
reporting 'no problems, difficulties
and irregularities’.

By all counts, people consider
the poll as smoother than elections
in the past, IRI Resident Country
Director Jeff Vanness said while
presenting the exit poll findings ata
news briefing at Rajshahi Chamber
of Commerce and Industries audi-
torium.

The exit poll provides independ-
ent verification that the ballots cast
by voters were counted accurately
as interviews with voters exiting
polling centres closely match the

few others said they saw polling
staffs who do not know their jobs
properly. However, the complaints
of problems, difficulties and irregu-
larities would not be over one per-
cent, the study report said.

The exit poll revealed that
young women turned out at polling
centres in higher number than
young men while the picture is
oppositein cases of older voters.

[RI's Senior Programme Officer
Aminul Ehsan was present during
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Rice millers
sue REB, food
officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Rice mills owners here have lodged
cases against the Rural
Electrification Board (REB) assis-
tant general manager (AGM), Md
Mainuddin, the district controller of
food (DC-Food), Enayetur Rahman
and the Sadar upazila controller of
food (UCF), Osman Gani for snap-
ping power of their mills.

Md Bodiuzzaman, Habibur
Rahman, Nurul Amin Sarkar and
Md Shahar Ali lodged the cases on
behalf of the rice mills owners with
the Senior Assistant Judge's Court
here onTuesday.

They said they had incurred a
great loss following snapping of
electricity by REB in collaboration
with Food Department. Terming

I want to see trial of war
criminals

Birshrestha Noor Mohammad's wife says on

his death anniversary

A CORRESPONDENT, Narall

The 37th death anniversary of
Birshrestha Noor Mohammad
was observed yesterday.

On this day in 1971, he
embraced martyrdom in a fierce
fighting with Parkistan occupa-
tion forces at Goalghati village in
Sharsha in Jessore. He fought
Ssector-8inthe Liberation War.

Birshrestha Noor Mohammad
Trust and his family members
placed wreaths at his grave as a
mark of respect. A discussion
meeting was held at the office of
Noor Mohammad Smirity
Museum at Noor Mohammad
Nagar, the valiant fighter's village
renamed after him.

Narail Deputy Commissioner
M Moshiur Rahman presided
over the discussion. Among oth-
ers, Police Superintendent M.
Kamrul Ahsan, Additional Deputy
Ccommissioner Jahangir Alam,
Azizur Rahman Bhuyan and
Principal Rawshan Ali spoke on

Birshrestha Noor Mohammad

the occasion, paying glowing
tributed to the memory of the
freedom fighter.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Birshreshtha Noor Mohammad's
wife Begum Fazilatunnesa (70)
demanded punishment of war
criminals. She wondered how
war criminals could be in state
power and use the National Flag

. School in Narail, established eight

@he Daily Star

earned at the cost of blood of
millons.

“It is a great shame for us. I
want to see their punishment
during my life time”.

The freedom fighters are
leading life in miserable condi-
tions. Many of them maintain
their families even by pulling
rickshaw or working as a day
labourer and their children are
without education while many
war criminals are enjoying all
facilities.

“We cannot forget the memory
of 1971. members of Razaker, Al
Badr and Al Shams, with the help
of Pakistani forces, killed hun-
dreds people and threw their
bodies into the Chitrariver.

Jamaat leader Solaiman led the
massacre in Narail town. He is
now properly rehabilitated.

She urged the government to
take steps for development of
Birshreshtha Noor Mohammad

years ago.

Good yield of jhum paddy in

CHT hills

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Indigenous farmers have started
harvesting jhum paddy in three
hill districts of Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) with a hope of a good
yield this year.

Because of favourable climate
and sufficient rainfalls, about
15,000 metric tons (MT) of paddy
worth about Tk 30 crore is likely to
be produced in the entire CHT
region this season, sources in the
of Agriculture Extension
Department (AED) said.

As many as 12,360 hectares of
hilly lands were brought under
jhum cultivation in three hill dis-

2tiictsthisyear; they said!

The break-up was 4,530 hect-
ares in Rangamati, 7,680 hectares
in Bandarban and 2,150 hectares
in Khagrachhari.

[tis expected thatabout1.5MT
of paddy will be produced in each
hectare ofland this year. Last year,
it was almost nil due to massive
invasion by rats. .

AED here distributed hybrid
rice seeds of BR-24, 26 and BIRI-27
this season among the jhum farm-
ers to raise rice production, DAE
experts said.

Because of good yield, farmers
are now celebrating 'Nabanna
Utsab.'

Marginal and landless ethnic
people of Chakma, Marma,
Tangchangya, Mro, Bawm,
Pankhua and Lusai communities
cultivate jhum paddy in the hilly
slopes although it causes envi-
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Indigenous jhum farmers harvesting paddy at Chhotoharina under Barkal

upazilain Rangamati.

ronmental degradation.

They usually cultivate different
varieties of rice like Sonalichigon,
Galong, Kabarak, Amei, Bhuppoli,
Pattigi and Binni, AED sources
said.

This correspondent visited
different jhum farms in
Chhotohorina, Bhusionchhara,
Bajaichhara and Ujjangchhari in
Barkal upazila here.

Manikkya Ratan Chakma, a
jhum farmer at Ujjangchhari in
Barkal upazila said that he had
cultivated paddy on his 40
acres of land this year. He
hoped to get about 70 maunds
of paddy.

Last year, he got only 20
maunds of paddy due to rat
attack, he said.

Satya Ranjan Chakma, another

farmer at Bajaichhar in the same
upazila said he cultvated paddy
onsevenacres ofland. [ gotabetter
yield thisseason.

I hope to feed my family mem-
bers for five to seven months with
jhum rice this year, he said.

Along with paddy, farmers
cultivate maize, cucumber, green
chili, sweet pumpkin, gourd, ladies
finger, papaya as well as sesame
and carpus (cotton) at their jhum
farms.
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