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In conversation with Zhilik
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Zanita Ahmed Zhilik won the top
spot at the popular talent hunt
Channel i Shera Kontho 2008. A
student of class IX at
Mohammadpur Preparatory
High School, success seems to
have favoured her at an early
stage. The Daily Star caught up
with the young singer. Zhilik
talked about her journey through
Shera Kontho, future plans and
more

Born into a culturally ori-
ented family, Zhilik was intro-
duced to music at an early age.
Her father M.A. Jalil, an enlisted
artiste of Bangladesh TV and
Radio, was her first mentor and
teacher. Zhilik's initiation iIn
music happened when she was
only three.

“My father has always been
my biggest source of inspiration.

Becoming “Shera Kontho”
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was to meet the two main judges -
- Runa Laila and Sabina Yasmin --
considered legends in our coun-
try.

On the contest Zhilik said,
“Shera Kontho was a huge plat-
form for young singers. [ have
learnt so much at the camp. |
had the opportunity to sing in
front of Runa Laila and Sabina
Yasmin, In the 'Band Round’ I
had the chance to perform with
LRB and Ayub Bachchu. I was
ecstatic!

“Also, thanks to the contest, I
could interact with Runa Laila
ma'am and Sabina Yasmin
ma'am. Runa Laila ma'am even
gave me a nickname, 'Bijli’,"” said
a smiling Zhilik.

Speaking of the grand finale,
Zhilik said, “The final was aired
live so I was nervous. There
were so many people in the
audience! | tried to stay com-
posed and give the best perfor-
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Toronto film festival gets off to a
romantic start

REUTERS, Toronto

The curtain rose on the Toronto
International Film Festival on
Thursday night with romance
"Passchendaele” playing to a
packed theatre and starting a 10-
day parade of films and stars at
one of the world's top movie gath-
erings.

In keeping with tradition, the
event opened by shining its spot-
light on a Canadian movie, but
Hollywood invades in the days
ahead with the likes of George
Clooney, Brad Pitt and even Paris
Hilton in town.

Before the festival ends on
September 13, more than 300 films
will screen here as filmmakers
hope to gain attention that earns
box office bucks and movie fan
buzz ahead of Hollywood's
upcoming Oscar season. Last
year's Toronto darling, teen preg-
nancy comedy "Juno,” went on to
winwide acclaim.

But Thursday belonged to
Canadian actor Paul Gross,
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When she was seven, Zhilik b dron of Canadiany fightihe g Gerard Butler and Thandie Newton in RocknRolla, one of the most anticipated films at the festival.

trained under Bashanti Gomez.
From 2006 Zhilik has been taking
music lessons from Manindra
Nath Roy, a family friend.

Talking about her first experi-
.ence on Shera Kontho, Zhilik
said, “I remember the day very
well. | woke up at 5 in the morn-
ing, did reyaaz till 6 and then

rey. Coincidently at my first audi-
tion, I performed this song,”
Zhilik added.

About her future plans Zhilik
said, “Music is something with-
out which I don't feel complete,
at the same time I want to com-
plete my studies as well. lwould
try to pursue both -- carry on

World War I.

"In the end, love is all that can
counter the implacable brutality”
of war, Gross told the opening
night audience.

Beyond the fomance,’

"Passchendaele” explores class
and ethnic clashes in the country
and serves up a healthy amount of

were involved,” he said of the
labour of love that took more than
15 years from idea to movie. "This
is a great tribute to the peuple

involved.”

Buteven as the red carpet rnlled
out for the Canadians, British
director Guy Ritchie on Thursday
also screened his newest gangster

comedy "Burn After Reading,”
starring Brad Pitt and George
Clooney, telling the story of a gym
instructor who tries to blackmajl a

former CIA agent.

Fourteen year- old Dakota
Fanning, who won the hearts of
moviegoers as achild actorin films
such as "War of the Worlds," grows

Thursday when a report in the
New York Post said she had
asked festival organisers to
cancel two screenings of a docu-

-mentary about her,. "Paus, Not

France,” in favour of just one-
showing that would garner
greater attention.

Meanwhile, audiences looked
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a bit nervous but confident
nevertheless.

After singing six

“Music is my passion and I'm
always up for a challenge. When |

would be a great opportunity for
me to have my skills evaluated,”

best not to disappoint those
who have made me Shera

promoted Canadian filmmakers
was particularly gratifying.
“This film took an uncom-

cast willnot be the only Hollywood
stars in town.
Oscar-winning directors Joel

Wai also bring their movies to
Toronto.
Paris Hilton, who has earned

"Pride and Glory® starring Colin
Farrell and Edward Norton -- all
leading to the festival's final gala
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