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Special drives start in 13 dists
to nab extremists betore polls

Outlaws, Islamist militants active again in 18 groups
in northern, southern districts

ANWAR ALl, Rajshahi

o —

Police and Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) have launched special oper-
ations in 13 northern and southern
districts as intelligence reports
said outlaws and Islamist militants
have become active again in 18
groups ahead of planned upazila
and parliamentary elections.

The law enforcing agencies
have started the operations with a
list of some 1000 outlaws and
about 500 Islamist militants in
hand, sources said. Of them, 350
outlaws and 150 Islamist militants
are in Rajshahi division.

Their numbers may be more as
all the outlaws and militants could
yet to be identified, sources in the
law enforcement agencies said.
The operations are going against
both the outlaws and militants

simultaneously.

The special operations to
dismantle the militant outfits
and outlaws' organisations were
taken following recent investiga-
tions into their activities and
analysis of previous killings by
them, the sources said. The
investigations said they may
become active again before the
upazila and the parliamentary
polls.

Among the outlawed groups,
Purbo Banglar Communist Party's
Red Flag and People's War factions
and Sramajibi Mukti Andolon are
most active in Rajshahi, Naogaon,
Natore, Pabna, Sirajgan),
Meherpur, Kustia, Jhinaidaha,
Chuadangadistricts, the investiga-
tions revealed.

The rest 15 outfits are active in
Rajbari, Barisal, Faridpur and

Khulna districts.

Outlaws were used by political
leaders in previous elections. A
section of dishonest politicians
maintainsecret links with outlaws
and use them against opponents
during election. "Outlaws or any
other criminals will not be
allowed to influence the polls.

We must achieve some good
results (in action against outlaws)
ahead of the elections”, said a
senior official of Rajshahi divi-
sional police.

Alongside the operation, cam-
paign has also been launched in
outlaw-infested areas to allay fear
from minds of people and to moti-
vate them to help law enforcers to
flush out the criminals.

As part of the campaign,
inspector general of police Noor
Muhammad and Rab Director

General Hassan Mahmood
Khandkar visited Bagmara
recently and sought cooperation
from locals.

Strength at police stations and
outposts has been increased and
vigilance strengthened, the
sources said.

Security at jails has been tight-
ened so that the arrested top out-
laws can not contact their cadres
outside.

The steps will also include
engaging special intelligence units
to identify outlaws, their patrons,
shelter providers and sources of
funding.

Political leaders suspected of
patronising outlaws in the past
and beneficiaries of previous
murders of politicians are also
under watch, they said.

Pk 3.2Cr heroiri
seized

A CORRESPONDENT, Cnawabganj

Bangladeh Rifles (BDR) here seized
heroin worth over Tk 3.2 crore at the
border village of Dakshin Kodalkat
in Sadar upazila yesterday.

BDR personnel at Diar Manik
Char camp challenged one person
when he was returning from India.
He fled the scene leaving behind a
bag containing about 3.2 kg of her-
oin, 39 Rifles Battalion commanding
officer Lt Col Golam Kibria
Mohammad Neyamat Ullah said.

'Fully ratify
CEDAW

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Rupantar and Swift Network, two
NGOs, yesterday demanded imple-

mentation of National Women's |

Development Policy (NWDP) and
decisions of Convention on
Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW). -
The demand was made in a press
conference at Khulna Press Club.
Chairperson of Swift Network
Swapan Guha in his written state-
ment said non-implementation of
CEDAW charter adopted by the
UNO on December 18, 1979 is a
flagrant violation of Constitution of
Bangladesh.
He said the charter was signed
by 185 member countries of UNO.
The three objectives which
CEDAW charter stands for are
proper recognition to various roles
of women being played for develop-
ment-related works, removal of
discrimination, political and eco-
nomic activities and creation of a
congenial atmosphere for establish-
ingequalrights of menand women.
The 2 NGO's placed an eight-
point charter of demand before the
government. They included
increase of women seats in parlia-
ment through directelection.
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PHOTO: STAR

Afood victim family give a bleak look at their submerged house at Dangivillage in' Faridpur Sadar upazila yesterday.

BCC MAYORAL POLLS
PDP leader Santu lodges case

challenging results

Hearing by election tribunal begins today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Sardar Sarfuddin Ahmed Santu, a
Progressive Democratic Party
(PDP)-backed candidate who lost
the Barisal City Corporation (BCC)
mayoral polls, yesterday lodged a
case with the election tribunal
challenging the polls results.

Santu lost the August 4 polls to
Awami League-backed candidate
Shawkat Hossain Hiron by 588
votes.

Santu said the election was free
and fair but results were 'changed
and manipulated’ in favor of his
nearest rival with the help of elec-
tion officials.

| s = 2o mr (R

R A BIERrT O [SRERE @i friwe

((QRIETE 93 @rrl)
Yoi. & "Ewa 2ha afefae

IR IrEe Afdfers gare!, or1-333¢

faer 773 waviq fwsie

Yoob-300% TY ISR fEem Tm Baste @n iz v wewda fg A s o9 W@ @R SIfFRES 5.9/.8

wifgds od/ob /o s

=g Bermid efepr et T30 AamEae™ Nm wvd SR I TECS0E | STE’), 73 Afee TS FeaEgs
A2 T2 22 14, fISrE S ¢ &9 757 ~Ersr AR 2@
) | IR SIS
gt = g | fdfaes setowfa 2 faa
femm o (Sremm)
crnfaza F9-03 @=- 9 @ 013 ©8,3¢0.00 wrafie gae Ffafeps QE@sweR "N SR AR
fasi-2 8 s AfEfasad orEe fafa, a%eRsfET w2a
WA WO ZEATSIA NPT AR 98 AP
WITAHE S0 S A=A |
3 | 537 famn o gz 7
2) i@ (e fFem), (TR, ©, F161H AW q1/9, TIF1-3¢ | |
%) A (R i), e B16TR, o/, Frow il e s, i, b1 |
) feom M Basfe @ s (o @), Soe, 21E 7o 2w afelS, F1eam e a1/9, GIF-335¢ |
}alﬁ'ﬁ-z fazrn @ ozt =ifzd @ A3

waa Ao =i 6 7wy

Wadd aErery wifad 6 A9y I

=T S/ob/oy EiEd ZECE dd/on/ov Bifad
uifa #fz Irffrar Aem ».00 WF B

y8/od/ob TIfaY H2™ ».00 WE ZZTS YA d3.00 Wb #fw fESH
ST @4 FHEEEA ST TN g3 WuEE (F) ¢ () @ IS qem

yo.00 WoE] 7 | #fwe wava AR wA%A WiRe T A3 | AReam wiReE vt AIaE
AR 1% FAZ@AYE 1 YOUE FEHISIS (RS (A 671 TALA |
8 | wa%a (A oifad, WU 4 3 y8/on/oy Tifed fa2r 38.00 Wb fESM MMA a4, doe, F&
7 e ZAvm «fsfas, @1eam arera 41/4, v 3 Sty oo I
Fm Bofge wamre/afefafm o (" ez Bofge «nEn) o419
AR (41T 2414 |
¢! HAMTEA T ! 4 of wasa wmeR T O ,000.00 (M2 TEM@) T
LT |
o HEATSTA ATl 3 #ffw e wfeserr wasmaa vIfEA CIeIas arareriy i ewae,
arafeer, o5, Freama, ragmfd aae 1f «ifers & |
91 (@1 HEATST CHIG B WA U @1 fadifas witutia o) (wefi) o T aar op (Wifa) orta e
7Y, UTA TR/ ErAa yavra At afen A e oEa
Vi 21 T R ¢ 2T eviaa oifad 28te 97 fim wo g 200 U |
» 1 w27 witdrez #4rera wifacd wasra wfm fazmn 7 2@ =
30 | wferarf wradaey fadfae 7wn @ =ifard Fa7a 429 6 (A Aga W 22 Jwae) ardfvar fAdifae 2 6
HaY@ age 6 CHrn 22Ta | a2 faamn e (A (o 4AtA I 2R A | -
5 | caToArd c2TA 212 e Aferare (u TR/ wavia azd /afee afarg sfeera AGrsd I )
fam drurets MR g S
1@ urdhy o fa R 2w |
feem /oA -3o/2cob-ob AT C12 TR
oG- ohbr R wrrraraiea (cdifafa-2)
/ ' . - A TR r

In the case, Santu mentioned
names of 16 people including nine
polls rivals, the returning officer
and six presiding officers of six
polling centers.

He demanded cancellation of
the polls results and declaring him
mayor-elect.

Wahiduzaman Sikdar, judge of
the tribunal and First Joint District
Judge of Barisal, ordered recording
of the case and fixed Wednesday for
hearing. He also ordered submis-
sion of election documents by the
election commission and video
footages by the concerned televi-
sion authorities.

Santu alleged that the returning
officer did not announce results of
six centers 18, 19, 31, 36, 57 and
79-- till 2 am on August 5 though
vote counting there was com-
pleted before 10 pm, August4.

“It should take maximum halfan
hour to take the results from any of
the centers in the city to the elec-
tion office, but mysteriously it took
about eight hours to announce
those”,' he said.

“It was nothing but part of an
engineering to manipulate poll
results”, he said.

“Power supply to polling centers
no. 18, 19, 57 and 59 were disrupted
in a planned way and result sheets
of polling centers no. 49 and 57
were recovered from the presiding
officer by calling them from their
residences at 3:30 am’, Santu
alleged.

“My opponent was made win-
ner through vote rigging and
manipulation in vote counting in
some centers; and audio-visual
reports of result manipulating
attempts were recorded, telecast
and published through the media”,
he said.

He further alleged that his
polling agents in many centers
were denied certified copies of
result sheets; and the election
commission, even after repeated
written applications, legal notice
and general diaries (with police
)did not supply those docu-
ments.

Santu in his appeal with election
tribunal also claimed that declared
mayor-elect Hiron concealed
information about his gains as a
lessee of BCC's Planet World
Children Park and his defaulted
loan of Pubali Bank, Barisal Branch

| (@a/cno.5r4-319-9224).

2 shot by BSF
in Dinajpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

At least two Bangladeshi cattle trad-
ers were wounded as Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) fired bullets at
Bhaigarh border under Birampur
upazila of Dinajpur yesterday morn-
ing, BDRsources said.

One of the injured is Kheru
Miah, 20, son of Md Abu Hanif,
village Nishipur under Birampur
upazila, while another one, taken
away by BSE is yet to be identified,
sald BDR and police.

As some cattle traders were
waiting at Bhaigarh border to
receive their cattle consignment
from Indian traders, BSF fired
toward Bangladesh territory, leav-
ing at least two Bangladesh cattle
traders injured, sources at 40
Battalion of BDR at Phulbari under
Dinajpur Sector said.

10 hurt as AL
rivals clash in
Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

At least 10 people including the
president of Sujanagar upazila unit
Chhatra League were injured when
two rival groups of Awami League
in Sujanagar upazila clashed at
Dulai market in Sujanagar upazila
on Monday evening.

The clash occurred between the
followers of Sujanagar upazila unit
AL President Abul Kashem and
Secretary Abdul Wahab, both of
whom are aspirants in the pro-
posed upazila polls, sources said.

Abdul Wahab told this corre-
spondent yesterday that he along
with some of his followers were
holding a meeting at Dulai market
about the upcoming upazila elec-
tion when supporters of Kashem
group attacked them, leaving five
peopleinjured.

Sujanagar upazila AL president
Abul Kashem, on the other hand,
blamed their rivals for attacking
them and injuring five people
including president of upazila
Chhatra League.

ATTACK ON HASINA'S CONVOY

Jubo Dal leader
sent to jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A Satkhira court yesterday sent a
local leader of Jatiyatabadi Jubo

Dal, an accused in seéveral cases'|

including the attack on the motor-
cade of Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina in Kalaroa in 2001, to jail
when he appeared before the court
with prayer for bail.

The accused, Abdul Kader
Bachchu, a councilor of Kalaroa
pourasava, also general secretary
of Kalaroa upazila Jubo Dal, has
been on the run since the declara-
tion of emergency in January last
year.

Sylhet BNP leader
charge-sheeted
for hoarding

diesel
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Hearing in the case for illegally
stocking 40,000 litres of diesel by a
local trader, also a BNP leader, will
be held on September 11, court
sources said.

Kanaighat police yesterday filed
charge sheet with the ChiefJudicial
Magistrate's court in the case
against Abdur Razzaque, owner of
Razzaque Traders, and its manager
Igbal Hossain Dulal under special
powers act.

On May 21, theupazilaadminis-
tration seized about 40,000 thou-
sand litres of diesel from Razzaque
Traders, a retail petroleum shop at
Sorokerbazarin Kanaighat upazila.

Police arrested Igbal Ahmed
Dulal, manager of the shop, while
owner Abdur Razzaque Raja Miah,
managed to escape.

Project for
physically
challenged in
Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

ALO, a local non-government
organisation, has taken initiative to
serve disabled men, women and
children in Khagrachhari Sadar
upazila.

Under the first phase of their
pilot projectin four unions and one
municipality in the upazila, they
have selected 25 Chakma, 25
Marma, 25 Tripura and 25 Bangali
disabled men, women and chil-
dren for their service, speakers said
at the inaugural function at their
Pankhaiya Para office in
Khagrachhari hill town.

They will be provided all sorts of
assistance including therapeutic
services and education facilities,
they said, adding that the initative
to serve disabled people has been
taken to help them to establish
themselves socially and live with
physical and mental satisfaction,

ALO President Rabi Shangkar
Talukder presided over the func-
tion while Upazila Social Welfare
Officer Rokeya Begum was present

| ascniefguest.
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PHOTO. FOCUS BANGLA
Picturesque Bandarban with its immense natural beauty appears more charming as floating clouds descent on the
hills in the autumn. The photo was taken from Jibon Nagar in Thansi upazila.

GRABBED CANALS IN SYLHET CITY

Recovery starts, finally

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

At last, Sylhet City Corporation
(SCC) yesterday started work for
recovery of grabbed parts of Gaviar
Khal (canal) to improve the city's
drainage system.

The work began with removal of
an illegal wall in Billpar area, built
by encroaching the canal, SCC
sources said.

Initially, Tk one crore will be
spent for recovery of Gaviar Khal
andsomeothercanals.

SCC Executive Engineer AKM
Luthfur Rahman told the Daily Star,
“We have started work for recovery
of the much talked about Gaviar
Khalin Kuarpararea at first.

Demarcation of the grabbed
parts, erecting concrete pillars and
construction of retention walls at
some important points will cost Tk
80 lakh”, he added.

Due to fund constraint, it is not
possible to construct pucca walls
on both banks of the canal to pro-
tect it from grabbers in future, the
official said. Recovery of some
more canals in the city will start
soonatacostofTk20lakh.

SCC Executive Engineer said CS
records will be followed in the
recovery work.

He howevernoted thatresponse
fromlocal people in this regard was

approval foraTk 11 crore project by
LGRD ministry, although it got
initial nod, SCC officials said.
Implementation of the project will
take two years, they said.

The project also includes
improvement of overall drainage
system by re-excavating and build-
ing drainage structures on the nine
main natural streams locally called
chhara. Once restored, those will
be protected from encroachment
in future, they said.

Chief Executive Officer of SCC
Kazi Abdul Nur said after recovery,
permanent demarcation pillars
and walls will be built along all the
canals.

Besides, the channels will be

lined up to ensure quick disposal of
water, he said,

The streams include Malni
Chhera, Goali Chhera, Mongli
Chhera, Kalibari Chhera, Bhubi
Chhera, Boloramer Khal, Ratnar
Khal, Haldi Chheraand Bashu Khal.

Allegations have it that besides
local influential people, some ward
commissioners are also directly or
indirectly involved in grabbing the
canals.

The department of
Environment Engineering of
Shahjalal University of Science &
Technology (SUST) in a report last
year said Sylhet city is in a great
threat of environmental disaster
due to grabbing of natural canals.
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encouraging. A number of people
voluntarily vacated occupied ®
spaces attached to their houses— 5
even some of them allowed dis- &
mantling pucca constructions, the
chiefengineersaid.

To free the city from water-
logging, SCC is waiting for final

SCC Executive Engineer AKM Lutfur Rahman (extreme left) and ward
Commissioner Sikandar Ali (third in the row), look on as workers dismantle an
illegal wall on Gaviar Khal at Billpar in Sylhet city.
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