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PHOTO: AFP

Indian flood-affected villagers wait on high ground near National Highway 107 at Jankinagar in Poornia district, some
475km north-east of Patna yesterday. Survivors of devastating floods in northeast India said the rescue operation
was failing, accusing the government of abandoning those still stranded in remote villages.

3m people sufter as half of
Bihar goes under water

IANS, PT1, New Delhi

The Bihar government has admuit-
ted thathalfthe state is under water
and some 30 lakh people have been
affected in all

Sixteen out of 37 districts have
been affected with Supaul,
Saharsa, Madhepura and Arana
being the worst hit areas.

Relief and rescue operations
were intensified on Monday, with
hundreds of defence personnel
joining the administration in evac-
uating millions of marooned peo-

ple, officials said.

"All three wings of the defence
forces are involved in evacuation of
marooned people,” Prayaya Amurit,
additional secretary of the state disas-
termanagementdepartment, said.

Twenty-two columns of the
defence forces, including 19 col-
umns of the Army and three col-
umns of the Navy have been
involved In evacuation and relief
operations, while six Air Force
helicopters have been engaged In
air-dropping offood packets.

An official of the state disaster

TENDER NOTICE
2009 Appointment Diary

Sealed quotations are invited from the Bonafide Printers/
Suppliers for Pnnung & Supply of Appointment Diary
2009 for Pan Pacific Sonargaon, The detail specifications,
terms and conditions are mentioned in the Tender

Schedule.

Interested bidders are rfqucstcd to obtain Tender Schedule
from the Purchasing Department on submission of a letter
on their respective letterhead up to September 17, 2008

during office hours on payment of Tk. 1,000.00 (non-
refundable). The quotations with sample will be received up
to 11:30 a.m. on September 18, 2008 and will be opened
on the same day at 12:00 noon 1n presence of the bidders,

if any.

Pan Pacific Sonargaon authority reserves the right to
accept/reject any tender in part orin full or all the tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Purchase Manager, Tel. (880) 2 8111005, (Extn : 4164)
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'Manmohan demands end

management department said
Sunday that nearly 467,000
marooned people had been evacu-
ated and over 150,000 people were
sheltered in 172 relief camps.

The surging waters of the Kosi
river continued to inundate more
areas as hundreds of villages
remained under water.

“The water level in the flooded
areas rose by two to three feet in
several places as the river inun-
dated new areas of Saharsa,
Supaul, Araria, Madhepura and
Purneadistricts,” an official said.

Nepali PM
finalises
cabinet

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's new Maoist prime minister
Sunday finalised the Himalayan
nation's first post-royal govern-
ment by appointing 15 new minis-
ters, ending weeks of political
deadlock, officials said,

Prachanda, who was sworn in as
premier earlier this month, named
six ministers from his Maoist party,
six from the Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) and one each from
three fringe parties, Suresh
Adhikari, an official at the
President's Office told AFP.

"The total number of cabinet
members have now reached 24,"
Adhikarisaid.

Prachanda led the oath-taking,
in which the new appointees
pledged "to remain faithful to the
nation and my countrymen.”

Kashmir rebels
charged under
tough law

AFP, Srinagar

Three politicians who participated
in huge anti-India rallies in
Kashmir have been charged under
a tough law as police maintained a
curfew for the ninth straight day
Monday, police said.

The three -- Shabir Shah, Aasiya
Andrabi and Ashraf Sehrai -- were
arrested last week in the summer
capital Srinagar.

They have been charged with
threatening India’s security under
an act that could see them jailed
without trial for two years, a
Muslim police officer told AFP on
conditon of anonymity.

to anti-Christian riots

| AFP, New Delhi

[ndian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has asked eastern Orissa
state to stamp out anti-Christian
rioting and punish those responsi-
ble for murder and arson, officials
said yesterday.

Singh broke his silence over the
violence that erupted after the
August 23 murder of a popular

| Hindu leader by unknown gunmen

in Orissa's impoverished

. Kandhamal district.

An official statement in New
Delhi said Singh had spoken with
Orissa Chief Minister Na\:’in

| Patnaik.

"The central government has
taken a very serious notice of the

' happenings in Orissa and he has
' personally spoken to the chief
' minister to ensure communal

harmony and bring to book the
culprits behind the violent inci-
dents," itsaid.

The violence has drawn con-
demnation from the pope and the
[talian government.

Singh also promised financial
aid to the victims of the anti-
Christian clashes, the deadliest In
recent years in India.

"The central ,government will
provide assistance to family mem-

bers of persons who have lost their
lives and those victims who have
been permanently incapacitated in
the incidents in Orissa,” the state-
mentsaid,

"In addition, a package of assis-
tance to the people who have suf-
fered in the incidents, including
those rendered destitute andhome-
less and support for repairof houses
damaged, including orphanages,
will be provided,” itadded.

The assurance came as Orissa
police inspector general R.P. Singh
Monday put the number of those
killed in the riots at 16, two more
than earlier reported by the state
administration.

The Press TrustofIndia reported
sporadic violence but said a curfew
imposed in Kandhamal was
relaxed on Monday:.

About 200 people have been
arrested in connection with the
riots and 13,000 others, mostly
Christians, are sheltering under
police guard in seven camps in
Kandhamal.

Thousands of others have also
fled to the jungles after their
homes, churches and prayer halls
were torched.

Christians account for 2.3 per-
cent of India's billion-plus popula-
aon.
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Pak military halts offensive
for Ramadan

7/ troops killed in militant attack

Ar, PT1, Islamabad

Pakistan suspended fighting in the
volatile northwest Monday for the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan, and
some of the 300,000 people displaced
by air strikes and gunbattles started
packing up belongings to return to
theirshattered homes.

The military warned, however,
that any provocations in the Bajur
tribal region, a rumoured hide-out
of Osama bin Laden near the bor-
der with Afghanistan, would bring
immediate retaliation.

While Taliban spokesman
Maulvi Umar welcomed a cessa-
tion in fighting, and reiterated an
offer to negotiate with the govern-
ment, he said militants would not

lay down theirarms as demanded.

Meanwhlile, seven Pakistani
security personnel were today
killed when Taliban militants
ambushed their vehicle near a
strategic tunnel in the troubled
NorthWest Frontier Province.

The security personnel were
moving from a camp to the posts
they had established in mountains
near the Kohat tunnel when they
were ambushed and killed by the
militants, TV channels reported.

The incident came days after
Taliban suicide bombers unsuc-
cessfully attempted to target an
army camp near the tunnel which
links the Peshawar in NWFP to
other parts of the province,

Pakistan's five-month-old

government at first tried peace
talks with militants, but those efforts
bore little fruit. It has turned to force
in recent weeks, including using
helicopter gunships and jets to strike
suspected insurgent hide-outs,

The operation in Bajur began in
early August. Interior Ministry
chief Rehman Malik said it has
killed more than 560 insurgents.
Malik did not commit to a formal
end to the operation but said an
estimated 300,000 people dis-
placed from Bajur could return to
theregion "without any fear.”

Some started gathering their
belongings from sweltering, mos-
quito-infested relief camps so they
could go home for Ramadan. But
others, barely scraping by, said they

could not afford to make the jour-
ney and would remain with their
families in cramped tents for the
holy month.

“God knows what will happen
once we get there,” sald Bakhsh Al
Khan, who was heading with his
wife and five children to theirhome
in Pashat, an area of Bajur. "But
we're living in shambles here. Our
farnily has been separated, we do
not have enough food, proper
clothingorbeds.”

American officials have pressed
Pakistan to crack down on mili-
tants in its tribal regions, fearing
Taliban and al-Qaeda-linked fight-
ers involved in attacks on US and
Nato forces in Afghanistan use
those border areas as safe zones.

US-led forces kill 220 Taliban

Killings of 5 Afghan children inflame tensions

AFP, AP, Kabul

Alghan and international forces
killed more than 220 militants over
the past week in the country's
Insurgency-wracked south, the US-
led coalition said in a statement.

The militants were killed in
several clashes from August 25-30
in Helmand province, where
Taliban rebels control several
districts, the statement received
late Sunday said. Afghan and US-
led forces suffered no casualties.

Meanwhile, foreign and Afghan
forces killed five children in two
separate incidents yesterday,
further inflaming tensions in the
country over the killings of civilians
by troops from the US and other
countries.

Nato said it accidentally killed
three children in an artillery strike
in eastern Afghanistan. It said Nato
forces fired the rounds after insur-
gents attacked its patrol in Gayan
district of Paktika province and one
of the rounds hit a house, killing
three children and injuring seven
civilians.

In a separate incident, foreign
and Afghan forces killed a man and
his two,children and during a raid
near Kabul, police and witnesses
said. Angry men gathered at the
victims' house in the Utkheil area
east of the capital, where the three
bodies were displayed inside a
mud-walled compound. The
man's wife was wounded in the
operation, said Yahya Khan, a
cousin.

In another sign of the sensitivity
over civilian deaths, Nato issued an
unusual statement warning that

—_— -

|

the Taliban planned to make a false |

claim about the killings of civilians
in the south.

Angry men gathered at the
victims' house in the Utkheil area
east of Kabul, where the three
bodies were displayed inside a
mud-walled compound. The

man's wife was wounded in the |

operation, said Yahya Khan, a
cousin.

The latest deaths deepened
strains between the Afghan gov-
ernment under pressure from an
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increasingly irate public and
foreign forces in the country who
are accused of killing dozens of
civilians only in the past few weeks,

ANSF and coalition forces were
attacked repeatedly by militants,
Thesoldiers responded with small-
arms fire, heavy weapons and close
air support, itadded.

Several weapons caches were
discovered by soldiers and
destroyed, the statement said.

The casualty figures were par-
tially announced earlier by both
Afghan and US-led troops in

separate statements over the past
days.

Helmand is a stronghold of the
extremist Taliban movement that
was in government between 1996
and 2001 and is waging an insur-
gency to take back power.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
Afghans took to the streets yester-
dayin protest at what they said was
the murder of four civilians,
including two baby boys, in an
early morning raid by international
troops.

The demonstrators showed

journalists the bloodied bodies of
the children shot dead with their
father on the eastern outskirts of
thecapital, an AFP reporter said.

“They attacked the house and
killed two children, almost two
years-old, a woman and a man,”
Mohammad Naweed from
Hoodkhail village said.

Naweed said “foreign forces
also took three men from the house
after blasting open the main gate
and opening fire.

It was not clear if the woman
killed was the children's mother.

PHOTD AFP

Afghan men stand around two slain Afghan children in Kabul yesterday. Hundreds of Afghans took to the streets in protest

atwhat they said was the murder of four civilians, including two baby boys, in an earfy moming raid by interational troops.
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