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Ensure free, fair election with
participation of all

European Commission urges govt

l] NB, Dhaka

The European Commission (EC)
has termed the state of emergency
in Bangladesh a problematic point
and urged the government to
improve certain things to guarantee
freedom of the voters and free and
fair election with participation of all,

The EC's latest position was
conveved by EC Head of the
Delegation Ambassador Stefan
Frowein to Foreign Adviser lftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury at the foreign
ministry vesterday

After nearly an hour-long meet-
ing, Frowein told reporters that he
conveyed to the adviser some
points of the EU exploratory mis-
slon's report on election observa-
tion in the country.

The exploratory mission had

come 10 Dhaka in June, held wide
range of discussions with major
stakeholders and submitted its
report to EC External Relations
Commissioner Benita Ferrero-
Waldner.

The EC envoy said, “It's an
internal report but I should say still
there are few things where
improvement should be done to
guarantee the freedom of voters
and freedom that is necessary for
free and fair elections.”

There are rooms where
improvement has to be done and
the decision on sending EU elec-
tion observation mission to
Bangladesh would be taken at the
end of September or beginning of
October, he added.

Asked whether the EC would
like to see lifting of the state ol

.

emergency, Frowein said, "The
state of emergency is a problematic
point. Some people say it has to be
lifted and some say it has to be
relaxed.”

The envoysaid, "l can say clearly
that we do not normally observe
elections under the state of emer-
gency. We normally don’tdo that.”

He further said the foreign
adviser will have ameeting with EC
Commissioner Benita Ferrero on
September 22 in New York when
they will discuss the matter in
details.

“This will be an important
meeting following which the EC
will decide the question of fielding
an observer mission for the elec-
tions’, Forwein said.

[ftekhar told reporters that
although EU does not normally

send its election observation mis-
sion to a country under the emer-
gency but the Bangladesh situation
is unique. "Ourmain challenge is to
ensure each vorer to cast his/her
vote freely without any impedi-
ment”.,

Mentioning recent remarks of
the chief adviser, he said the emer-
gency rules would be relaxed as
much as possible to ensure free and
fair elections.

The adviser said completion of
voter list with photos and 1D cards
has earned acclamation from all
and Bangladesh “could be put in
the Guinness Book of World
Records for this”,

He hoped that friendly coun-
tries would come to Bangladesh to
observe the general elections in
December.
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Workers Party President Rashed Khan Menon speaks at an opinion exchange meeting at WVA auditorium in the city
yesterday. On his right is OliAhmed and on his leftare Shaheen Anam, GM Quader, Dr Asif Nazrul and Abdul Mannan.

(Story on Page 16)

River policeman
gets 7 yrs RI

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A special court yesterday sen-

tenced Golam Azam, a niver police
constable under Goalando Police
Station in Rajbar district, to seven
years rigorous imprisonment (RI)
for trying to bribe a former deputy
inspector general (DIG) of police.

Pronouncing the verdict, Judge
M Sirajul Islam of Special Court-7 at
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban complex, also
fined Azam Tk 50000, in default, to
serve jall term for one more vear.

According to the case details,
Azam went to former DIG of Dhaka
Range Nazmul Haque's office on
November 18 of last year, and tried
to bribe him Tk 1 lakh to get some
job- related facilities. |

Canada monitoring

preparations for polls

Says Canadian FM in a letter

UNB, Dhaka

Canada continues to monitor
preparations for Bangladesh's
parliamentary elections and has
shown interest in supporting the
electoral process.

“Canada continues to monitor
closely preparations for the
December 2008 parliamentary
elections in Bangladesh and is
proud to support efforts towards a
free, fair and peaceful election,”

new Canadian Foreign Minister
David L Emerson said in a letter to
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury.

[n the letter, received here yes-
terday, the Canadian minister
assured the foreign adviser that he
would work to further advance
Canada-Bangladesh relations in
the areas of mutual interest,
including trade and investment.
democratic development, and
security.
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Celebrate Eid in Style

'‘Construct
underpass
at Shahbagh

crossing’

DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University (DU) unit of
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
(SCF) yesterday staged a demon-
stration on the campus demand-
ing construction of an underpass
at Shahbagh intersection in the
city.

In support of the demand they
brought out a procession that

. marched different streets on the

campus and held a rally in front of
the vice-chancellor's office at
noon.

DU unit President Maloy Sarker,
Organising Secretary Ali Azam,
Office Secretary Rajshekhar
Devnath, and School Affairs
Secretary Saidul Islam spoke at the
rally.

The leaders and activists of the

o front have been demopstrating on

'the campus from theearly weéks of
August demanding implementa-
tion of their seven-point demands
thatinclude keeping the university
library open round the clock and
resolving crisis in transport pool of
the university.
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Make no politics
with Tarique's
illness

Appeal counsels

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

to make politics with his illness.

cnticising the bail orders,”

PHOTO: STAR

Chief Election Commissioner ATM Shamsul Huda speaks at a discussion on “Amendment of RPO and Elections" at

the National Press Club in the city yesterday. On his leftis Amir Hossain Amu and on his right are Nazrul Islam Khan
Sharmin Mursheed and Farid Hossain. ( Story on Page 1)

oneof the counsels of Tarique.

Counsels of BNP's Senior Joint
Secretary General Tarique Rahman
yesterday urged the politicians not

“Tarigue has obtained bail in a
series of cases from the High Court
(HC) on health and humanitarian
grounds., Even the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court (SC)
has granted him bail 1n a case
considering his health conditions
following the reports and recom-
mendations of the medical boards.
But the court orders were criticised
in the newspapers and some politi-
cians had made comments
said
Barrister Mahbubuddin Khokon,

He was speaking at a press
conference at his Supreme Court

; Bar Associanon (SCBA) chamberin

the afternoon

Advocate Shamsur

CITY CORPORATION, MUNICIPAL POLLS

Women's participation reduces

Says study

STAEE CORRESPONDENT showed that women candidates

had increased in number in theseweaknesses.”
A total of 70 women candidates or general seats which were 17 Former adviser to a caretaker
19 percent female candidates while their numbers had government Sultana Kamal said

reduced in reserved seats which
were 87.

Findings of the report men-
tioned that women falling prey to
monetary, muscle and political
power to lose in the general seats
and male candidates working in
unity against female candidates
are the reasons behind such
trend.

have reduced their participation
In city corporation and municipal
elections on August 4 this year, a
study of an NGO revealed yester-
day.

The total number of women
candidates both in general and
reserved seats in four city corpo-
rations and one municipal elec-
tion was 297 in 2002-'03 while the

firstand we have the responsibili

activities.”
“The female candidates wil

role,” she added.

the political parties to eliminate

“We will have to look at ourselves
ties to make the politicians
accountable to us for their any

have to ask themselves if their
alliances and they themselves are
responsible enough to play their

Shimul Biswas,.
Sanaullah Miah and

entonthe occasion

former prime minister

Rahman
Advocate
Advocate
AHM Mizanur Rahman were pres-

Barrister Khokon said Tarique
hasnotyetbeen convicted in any of
the cases against him and ar this
stage anycourtcan grant him bail.

"The government has released
Awami League (AL) President and
Sheikh
Hasina and AL General Secretary
Abdul Jalil on parole under the
administrative orders after consid-

* | ering their health conditions. The

leader Mohammad Nasim

|

able,” he added

HC has also granted bail to AL

on

health ground and the government
has released him from the jail. The
government’'s moves releasing the
ailling leaders is very commend-

Replying to a question, Barrister
Khokon said the release of Tarique
from jail was under process and the

number was 227 this vyear, it Twelve successful candidates Jativa Party leader Ziauddin criticisms aeainst the bail ord
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an NGO working to promote leaders, civil society members Samajtantrik D: >ade c %
g | | - | i Dal leader Jafar | oranted him thebailinacase

gender equality, human rights and media personalities shared Sajjad, BNP leader Abdus Salam

and good governance, pre- their experience in the Awami League leader Dr Dipu
sented the study at an experi- programme. Moni, Elected reserved seat mem-
ence sharing meeting on Women candidates both ber in Khulna City Corporation

elected and failed for the reserved
seats - called for proportionate
distribution of rights and respon-
sibilities of the councillors of

'Women candidates in this
year's local government elec-
tion’ at the Cirdap auditorium
In the city.

the programme,

Sufia Rahman Shunu and jour-
nalist Arun Karmakar took partin

: He said they have not

(10N Cases

yel
received any instructions from the
detained BNP Chairperson and
former prime minister Khaleda Zia
to move petitions in the HC for her
bail in the Niko and Gatco corrup-

both seats; otherwise number of [
women candidates.will fall, con-
tinuously forreserved seats.

Against this backdrop, the
study potnted out la¢k-ofspecific
‘legal'directives of ‘'the ‘rightd and
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reSpohsSibilities for the women Awami League presidium |

councillors and lack of power for member Suranjit Sengupta said Soreret 2 " |
proper using of the government “The act relating to the local Namaz spce On»» 5353 ":'ﬁf'.‘?-.‘-il
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weakness and women will have 1o
be united to create pressure

new projects among the people.
Another trend of the elections
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Advocate Sultana Kamal addresses a programme at the National Press Club in the city yesterday. On her right is

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Report

~ National Level Sharing
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, years term with attractive return
| Installment Tk, 500 to 50,000

® Monthly Income Scheme (MIS
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LiMaiTRD

€ IFIC BANK

e Pension Saving Scheme (PSS

DEPOSIT SCHEMES
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® Double Return Deposit Scheme: Deposit dubles in 6 years

): Monthly deposit for 3 years & 5
on matunty

): Deposit once & enjoy fixed monthly

Income for 3 years. Amount to be Deposited TK. 50 000 or its multiple

Khushi Kabirand on her leftis Ayesha Khanam. (Story on Page 16)

Ordns banning teachers from
local govt polls challenged

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A writ petition was filed yesterday
with the High Court (HC) challeng-
Ing the legality of three ordinances
issued by the government prohibit-
ing the teachers from contesting the
local governmentelections.

Abdus Samad, a lecturer of Putia
Ideal Degree College in Rajshahi,
filed the writ with the HC bench
comprising Justice Mirza Hossain
Haider and Justice Mamoon
Rahman.

The petition Pmyed to the court to
stay operation of the ordinances and
Issue a rule asking the state to explain
why these shuufd not be declared
llegal and unconstitutional.
~ The petitioner stated that
section 9(2) of the City Corporation
Election Ordinances 2008, Section
19[3} of the Pourasabha Election
Ordinance 2008 and Section 16(2) of
the Upazila Parishad Ordinance 2008
have restricted the teachers of the
Institutions financially assisted by the
governmentto contest the polls.

Samad also stated that he was
earlier elected as ward commis-
sioner in Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC), but he could not contest the
RCC elections this year due to the
ordinances.

“The government and the
Election Commission (EC) have
been urging the hoest and qualified
candidates to contest the elections
the teachers are believed to be
honest people in the society. If these
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» 13% interest for 3 months to 1 year tenure (5 crore & above) |
» 12.50% interest for 3 months to 1 year tenure
¢ 12.25% for 2 years tenure

¢ 10% for 1 month tenure

East Delta Un
Admissions - Fall 2008

m Special Scholarship upto 100% =

m Special Offer for Transfer Students ¥

® Full Admission Fee Waiver for top
admission test scorer,

m Placement Cell for Student
Internship / Employment

Students awaiting HSCA-level resulfs may also apply

provisions of the ordinances are
implemented, the teachers, a main !
source of honest and qualified peo-
ple, cannot contest the elections,”
the petition said

The chief adviser, chief election
commissioner, President's secre-
tary, law secretary and cabinet
secretary have been made respon-
dentsin the petition.

The court is likely to hear the
petition today. '

EAST DELTA

UnivERsiTy

-

iversity

Programs
Susimess Admunistrahon

BBA and MBA

Application Deadline: 15" September

i EDU is Approved By
- UGC & Ministry of Education

East Delta University
Agrabad, Chittagong
(Beside Ag'ub Trade Centre)

Tel: +88(031) 2514441-3
Email. enqui eastdelta . edu bd
www.eas elta. edu_bd
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14.1" WXGA LCD, Intel Core 2 Duo T5450

1.66GHz Processor, 1GB DDR-Il RAM, 80GB
SATA HDD, DVD-RW, SIS M672 Chipset,
Integrated Graphics Card, 802.11 B/G WiFi;
Optical Mouse, Carrying Case.
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IAn Excusive Distbut of Shorzhen Hasse o Co, L)
RCH Bangladesh |

Dhanmondi : Tel: 8143552,8158759 9123304 Motij
/176135, IDB Bhaban Reseller SYS Computer:

" UNBEATABLE PRICE FROM HSEE

This offer valid for first 50 Pcs.

Tejgaon Showroom : Tel : 9883450, 9882501, 8827202, Banani : Tel :
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