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Sources of funds

FROM PAGE 1
‘Commissioner Muhammed Sohul

Hussain told The Daily Star yester-
day.

)"I‘he sources said the commis-
sion might ask the banks con-
cerned to furnish it with political
parties’ accountstatements.

The commission is also consid-
ering seeking assistance from the
Institute of Chartered Accountants
of Bangladesh (ICAB) for checking
the authenticity of the financial
statements, the sources added.

To scrutinise large contribu-
gons and their sources, the EC
might seek assistance from intelli-
gence agencies, one of the EC
sources said.
~ The EC already announced that
political parties willing to get regis-
tered with it must apply by October
15 for the next parliamentary poll,
meeting a number of criteria
includingthe financial ones.

The parties however will be
exempted from the requirement of
submittung financial audit reports
of the immediate past year, as they
were not registered with the EC
during the period.

But after getting registration,
every political party must submit
yearly audit reports to the EC by
July 15 of each year, according to
thenewrules.

The new provisions in the
Representation of People’s Order
(RPO) allow political parties, also
for the first time, to receive dona-
nons or grants officially.

According to the new electoral
law, a registered political party is
entitled to receive donations or
grants from any person, company,
and group of companies.

A registered political party may
receive a donaton of Tk 5 lakh or
property or service equivalent to it
from an individual in a calendar
year, while it may receive Tk 25 lakh
or property or service equivalent to
it from a company or an organisa-
tioninacalendaryear.

No registered political party

may receive any gift, donation,
grant or money from any foreign
country or any non-government
organisation or from any person
who is not a Bangladeshi citizen or
from any organisation established
or maintained by such a person,
says the new electoral law.

In defence of the EC's efforts to
ensure financial transparency in
political parties, the commission
said the existing culture have been
allowing political parties to collect
funds from any source, but allega-
tions of misusing the opportunities
were raised against the partes.

Political parties including
Awami League, BNP, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami never dis-
closed the sources of their funds.

Only a few top leaders of the
parties know about the sources,
leaving almost all other party
leaders, activists and the public in
the dark.

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda in a
news briefing on Monday said
‘political parties have been facing
difficulties in maintaining their
accounts'.

“Transparency will be ensured
once the system of registration of
political parties is introduced,” the
CECadded.

Political parties however have
been vehemently opposing the
EC's move to register them before
the stalled ninth parliamentary
election planned for December,
arguing that it is not possible for
them to complete the preparations
for registration 'within such a short
tume'.

Under the circumstances, the
EC is about to open a series of
dialogues with 16 political parties
on September 6 to discuss the
matter of mandatory registration.

The erstwhile EC could not
make political parties register with
it before the 2001 parliamentary
election due to strong opposition
from them.

Iceland president

FROM PAGE 1
Grimsson also said that the new

security challengesrising out of the
effects of climate change would be
the central peace challenge of the
21stcentury.

The president of Iceland’s com-
ments came at the closing cere-
mony of the International

. Symposiggm on Climate Change in
Dhaka yesterday, Grimsson
warmed that environmental chal-
lenges such as water shortages and
soll erosion threaten to sow the
seeds for future conflicts.

He said global warming is “now
several decades ahead of schedule”
because the melting of ice-sheets
in the Arctuc and Greenland region,
projected to occur in the middle of
this century, has already begun.

Grimsson said Iceland could
serve as an inspiration for switch-
Ing to clean energy resources, with
100 per cent of the country's elec-
tricity produced by clean energy
sources compared to 80 per cent
produced from coal and oil half a
centuryago.

He urged other countries to
follow suit in transforming their
countries’ energy systems, life-
styles, societies and economies to
adaptto climate change.

The Iceland President said
Bangladesh has become a frontline
state in the hght against climate
change and it must engage beyond
South Asia in “more extensive
initiatives and including countries
that depend on the Himalaya
region for their water.”

He said a Himalaya Council,
modelled after the Arctic Council,
could be set up to prepare for what
might happen in the next few
decades and inspire them to initi-
ate similar programmes of scien-
tific cooperation as the Arctic
Council.

Grnimsson also called
inlemal:iunal"-'-_!nn‘lrﬁ_uﬁj_ A
address urgent policy decisions,
translating scientific knowledge
into improved and effective ways of
solving practical problems.

“Cooperation is called for more
urgently than ever before and the
sharing of knowledge and experi-
ence across national borders is
absolutely imperative,” said
Grimsson.

He quoted a recent report,
saying “The multilateral system is
at risk if the international commu-
nity fails to address the threats
associated with climate change.”

“It is therefore of the utmost
importance to marshal our forces,
both nationally and internation-
ally,in order toreduce global warm-
Ing, since the consequences of
failure could aggravate old ten-
sions and trigger new ones all over
the world spilling over into vio-
lence, wars and military threats.”

Grimsson called on interna-
tional authorities and govern-
ments to combine scientific com-
munities, governments, business
sectors and civic associations to lay
the foundations for successfully
combating the effects of climate
change.

RMG workers clash
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As police rushed to the area to bring
the situation under control a fierce
clash broke out between the demon-
strating workers and the law enforc-
ers.

Officer-in-charge (OC) of
Joydebpur Police Station Abdur
Rashid said they fired around 30
teargas shells and 100 rounds of
rubberbullets.

He also said 18 police includin
two sub-inspectors were injur

om brickbats the workers were
raining on them during the melee.
The injured were treated in a local

The OC said they managed to
bring the situation under control
around4

Police, army, and Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) were later deployed
T;lt areas to fend off further flare-

Meanwhile, about 30 people were
injured in a clash between police and
workers of a garment
Blmmsﬂmaﬁermewmk-
ers bl the Dhaka-Aricha

Highway for three hours demanding
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Several hundred vehicles
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Withesses said about 8,000 work-
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withdraw the blockade. But the
workers paid no heed to them. Later,
police charged baton on the workers,
who pelted the law enforcers with
brickbats.

The workers withdrew the block-
adeataround4:30pm.

Later, Rab and army personnel
held talks with the factory owners
about the payment of workers'
arrears.

Police said the factory workers
had been staging demonstrations for
the last few days demanding pay-
ment of arrears. Although the factory
owners assured them of payin
arrears on several occasions, tEeydig
not keep theirwords,

Safety-net funds

FROM PAGE 1
tomorrow's inter-ministerial
meeting.

A proposal for revising the
policy to increase coverage to reach
out to the poorest in Barisal,
Khulna and Rajshahi divisions is
also likely to be placed at the meet-
ing.

"While changing the policy, it is
necessary to make allocations on
the basis of population and poverty
rate instead of district- or upazila-
wise equal allocation,” says the
finance ministry report.

There is a proposal for creatinga
database of the beneficiaries and
maintaining their track records.

In running the safety-net
programmes, assistance can be
taken from the frontline NGOs and
development partners whose
survey and track records can be of

help, said another proposal.

Tigers crash

FROM PAGE 16
Bangladesh captain Mohammad

Ashraful said his team's poor top
order batting ruined a good etfort
in the field.

"Our bowlers bowled well and
we fielded well also, but we didn't
batwell,” Ashraful said.

"Once we lost five wickets
quickly it was very difficult to come
back.”

Left-armer Mitchell Johnson
did the early damage for the hosts
with 2-10 from six overs, while leg-
spinner Cameron White wrapped
up the tail with 3-5 from just 1.4
overs.

Only three Bangladesh batsmen
made double figures, with opener
Tamim Iqbal top-scoring with 21,
and their best partnership just 16.

Earlier, youngster Shaun Marsh
anchored the Australian total with
76 at the top of the order, while
fellow West Australian Mike Hussey
made a typically industrious 82,

Stand-in Australian captain
Michael Clarke was pleased with
the total in the conditions.

"It'savery goodscore,” he said.

“It was hard at the start, there
wasalittle bitof swing.

"Marsh batted fantastic and Mr
Cricket (Mike Hussey) was at his
bestagaintoday.”

However, Australia's effort with
the bat was overshadowed by the
absence of Symonds, who was sent
home and won't play any part in
the series.

Cricket Australia officials said
they would reveal the reasons for
Symonds' departure after the
match, but he was believed to have
missed a team meeting because he
had gone fishing.

Symonds was also suspended
for two matches in 2005 after a
drinking binge before Australia
suffered its only loss to Bangladesh
inone-dayinternationals.

His absence, with squad mem-
ber Shane Watson again struck
down by injury and veteran opener
Matthew Hayden ruled out as he
recovers from an Achilles problem,
left Australia with just the bare
minimum of 11 players available.

Australia were also without
captain Ricky Ponting and pace-
man Brett Lee.

As a result, Tasmanian seamer
Brett Greeves was gifted his inter-
national debut, with the
Australians expected to name a
replacement for Symonds.

Geeves capitalised by claiming
2-11.

Marsh, the son of former
Australian opener and vice-captain
Geoff Marsh, looked on target for
his maiden international century

kbyhert left-armie spinner Abdur

Razzak slipped one through his
defences andrattled the stumps.

Injusthissixthone-dayinterna-
tional, the emerging West
Australian batsman showed great
application on a slow deck more
conducive to singles than bound-
aries.

He survived a confident appeal
for caught behind from Shakib Al
Hasan on 25, and hit four bound-
aries in his 106-ball knock.

Hussey faced 87 balls, hitting
five fours and onesix.

Bogra Medical
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Police said the clash ensued on the
night when Shibir cadres attacked
the "dining room manager of
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Hostel at
onestage of altercation over quality
of food of the canteen.

With the help of some outsiders,
Shibir cadres -- Kollol and Roni --
beat up the dining manager, who is
also a BCL activist, and vandalised
several rooms of the students. The
clash later spread among the activ-
ists of BCL, student wing of Awami
League, and Shibir, student body of
Jamaat-e-Islami.

Ofthe injured, 16 were admitted
to hospital for treatment.

Protesting the incident, general
students of the college held a rally
and brought out a procession on
the campus in the morning
demanding punishment of Dr
Mokaddes, president of Shibir
college unit. The agitating students
also burnt an effigy of the Shibir
leader and submitted a memoran-
dum to the college principal.

The college academic council
later sat a meeting in the morning
and took the decision fearing fur-
ther deterioration of the situation.

Zardari

FROM PAGE 16

“It's a three-way contest now,"
Election Commission secretary
Kanwar Dilshad told AFP.

Zardari, the widower of slain
former prime minister Benazir
Bhutto, is seen as a controversial
figure because of past allegations of
corruption and misdeeds during
his wife's troubled spells in office,
between 1988 and 1996.

Siddiquihas been nominated by
the party of another former pre-
mier, Nawaz Sharif, who won the
second highest number of seats
after the PPP in February polls, but
recently quit the coalition govern-

~ mentinarowover sacked judges.

Hussain will represent the party
allied with former president
Musharraf whose August 18 resig-
nation in the face of impeachment
charges triggered the election.

Around 700 votes of federal and
provincial lawmakers are up for
grabs in the elections with the PPP
commanding a majority in the 342-
member national assemnbly and
::o of the four provincial assem-

1es,
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impact, and the costs of doing

nothing are simply too great to
allow," he said at the concluding
session of a five-day international
symposium on climate change and
food security in South Asia at
Sonargaon Hotelin the capital.

Jointly sponsored by the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh, University
of Dhaka, Ohio State University,
World Meteorological
Organisation, Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of
the United Nations, UN Economic
and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (UN-Escap), the
symposium was attended by
around 250 delegates from 17
countries.

The greatest challenge that
Bangladesh faces is lifting some 50
million people out of poverty, but
this already-formidable challenge
is made all the more difficult for
Bangladesh because global warm-
ing has started to affect food pro-
duction, helping to raise food
deficit over the last two decades,
the chief adviser (CA) said in his
address as the chief guest.

Climate change affects food
production directly through
changes in agro-ecological condi-
tions and indirectly by affecting
growth and distribution of income,
he said. The frequency and severity
of events such as cyclones, floods,
hailstorms and droughts can ham-
per crop yields and local food
supplies, he noted.

“Considering that agriculture
remains the principal source of
income for a vast proportion of the
South Asian population, especially
in Bangladesh, the negative impact
of climate change on production
will lead to significant negative
shocks in income,” Fakhruddin
said.

Bangladesh is particularly
vulnerable to climate change in its
given geography, he said, "As alow-
lying mega-delta with three large
river systems, accompanied by
heavy rainfall, floods have become
an annual calamity. The melting of
the Himalayan glaciers and huge
sediments carried by the nvers
coupled with restricted drainage
further worsen the situation,” he
added.

There is an empirical evidence
that even a one-metre rise in sea
level would submerge one fifth of
Bangladesh -- thus an estimated 25
to 30 million people would be

EWS

CA calls for urgent steps

displaced as 'climate refugees’. The
Maldives could disappear entirely
and floodplains of India, Pakistan,
Myanmar and huge coastal belt
areas could face permanent inun-
dation, the chief adviser pointed
out.

Referring to scientists’ warnings
that 'business as usual’ approach
would not reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, he demanded deeper
cuts in such gas emissions by the
developed countries.

"Developed countries must
provide adequate additional
resources to tackle climate
change,” he said. "It is a global
issue that demands a global
response, and I hope that the world
community, particularly histori-
cally high greenhouse gas emitters,
will come forward to provide assis-
tance in tackling the losses of cli-
mate change so that we can cope
with the adverse impacts and
maintain food security.”

He went on, "Countries like
Bangladesh will otherwise suffer
the most from a problem to which
we have contributed little -- this is
not just a practical issue, but a
fundamental moral issue.”

Fakhruddin emphasised defin-
ing the impact of climate change
on key aspects of food production
and rural populations at risk. He
called for implementation of farm-
level adaptation strategies to maxi-
mise food production, united
actions by scientists, farmers,
fishermen, civil society, busi-
nesses, media and policymakers
and researches to develop high
yielding and drought, flood and
salinity-tolerant crops, capacity
building of people and construc-
tion of multi-purpose shelter
houses in coastal zones.

Iceland President Olafur Ragnar
Grimsson also addressed the con-
cluding session.

Other speakers at the session,
chaired by Dhaka University Vice
Chancellor Dr SMA Faiz, included
FAO Regional Representative for
Asia and the Pacific Changchui He,
special assistant to the CA on envi-
ronment and forests Raja
Debashish Roy, Education Adviser
Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman, Ohio
State University Professor Rattan
Lal, MVK Sivakumar of World
Meteorological Organisation and
AHM Mustafizur Rahman, chief
coordinator of the organising
committee.

FROM PAGE 1

affecting agriculture and food
sector, economy, societies and
environment.

Prof Lal said, "The serious prob-
lems of soil degradation and deser-
tification are likely to be exacer-
bated by climate change through
accelerated erosion, fertility deple-
tion, salinisation and acidification
and that subsistence agriculture,
characterised by low productivity
and extractive farming, is
extremely vulnerable to such cli-
matic change.”

In the wake of such threats, the
symposium urged the develop-
ment partners and the private
sector to fund implementation of
programmes that reflect the rec-
ommendations.

The other recommendations
include initiating and strengthen-
ing cooperation among academic
and research institutions, interna-
tional organisations, and NGOs to
provide opportunities for strength
eninginstitutions, humanresource
development and capacity build-
Ing.

The symposium also suggested
developing innovative financial
mechanisms to scale up technical
and financial support for the adap-
tation efforts of the South Asian
countries and strengthening
regional institutional and policy
mechanisms to promote and
facilitate implementation of loca-
tion-specific adaptation and miti-
gation practices.

The Declaration says, "Climate
Change and Food Security in South
Asia Network and South Asia
Climate Outlook Forum both to be
maintained by the WMO will share
information on management of
climate change and related sci-
ence, data, tools and methodolo-
giesinSouth Asia.”

They will also generate data on
solar heating as it relates to the
effects of soot, aerosols and partic-
ulate material emissions on radia-
tion balance, rainfall patterns and
regional climate change.

The proposed network and the
forum will develop seasonal cli-
mate predictions to assist farmers
to optimally adjust their planting
dates, crop varieties and manage-
ment practices to reduce agricul-
tural vulnerability to hydro-
meteorological hazards, it notes.

These will promote adoption of
proven sustainable technologies
related to better soil, crop, livestock
and fishery and water manage-
ment in order to increase food
productivity by enhancing effi-
ciency of inputs such as fertiliser,
water, energy and labour, itadds.

They will create mechanisms to
pay farmers for ecosystem services
such as carbon sequestration in
soils and reductions of gaseous
emissions related to deforestation,
degradation of agricultural soils,
grasslands and water quality
improvement, and reduced emis-
sions of methane and nitrous oxide

from agricultural and forestry land

S Asian climate change

uses.

The experts at the symposium
said these two bodies would also
establish regional early warning
system of climatic risks and
improve collection and dissemina-
tion of weather-related informa-
tion by improving weather station
networks to strengthen monitoring
of extreme events and their
impacts on food production and
availability.

Justice Fazlul
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the arrestees in exchange for get-
ting Haque out of all cases filed
againsthim.

Justice Haque, a former adviser
to the previous caretaker govern-
ment, and his son Dr Raj own the
two NGOs -- Foundation for
Research and Study and Spectrum
Consultancy.

Dhanmondi police yesterday
produced the arrestees to a Dhaka
court with seven days' remand
prayer for each. Upon hearing both
sides, Metropolitan Magistrate
[smail Hossain granted three days'
remand foreach.

“I'll have to interrogate Justice
Fazlul Haque and his son for a
complete investigation of the
case,” said investigation officer of
the case Sub-Inspector Amirul
Islam of Dhanmondi Police
Station.

The three arrestees admitted of
receiving Tk 24 lakh from Huque's
son Dr Raj through their employee
Towfiq. The deal was mediated by
Towfiq's friend Abdul Gaffar Titu,
the arrestees claimed.

They told the police that on
October 28 last year Towfiq first
gave them Tk 4 lakh during their
meering at a fast food store inside
Metro Shopping Mall at
Dhanmondi and the remainder of
the paymentwas made on different
dates at the NGOs.

It 1s alleged that while Haque
was in charge of forest, land and
law ministries, he took Tk 1.25
crore in bribe -- Tk 80 lakh from two
forest officials and Tk 45 lakh from
Bashundhara Group.

One of the forest officials bribed
him for a transfer order to a better
location and the other paid him for
stopping his transfer,

The Bashundhara Group bribed
the then adviser for his help in
leasing B4 acres of government
land.

On April 13 this year, the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
filed a case against Justice Haque
on charges of amassing illegal
wealth and concealinginformation
from the ACC,

According to first information
report (FIR) of the ACC case, Haque
in his wealth statement to the ACC
held back information about move-
able and immovable properties
worth around Tk 97.37 lakh and his
accumulated assets did not match
with his known sources ofincome.

Coordination body

FROM PAGE 16 ‘
“We have taken various steps to

provide passengers with better
service at the airport and modernise
the infrastructure,” Mahbub Jamil,
special assistant to the chief adviser
on civil aviation and tounsm minis-
try, told reporters at a press confer-
enceat ZIA.

He said the whole airport is being
modernised with renovation of
existing structures.

The security system at the airport
has already been tightened, he said
claiming that smuggling through the
airporthas now dwindled.

“The civilaviation authority along
with 22 other agencies including
police and customs had been work-
ing at the airport without any central
coordination,” said Mahbub Jamil.

A separate committee has been
formed comprising members from
various agencies working at the ZIA
to ensure coordination between
them, he said.

The committee will hold a meet-
ing every month to review the activi-
ties of the agencies. Moreover, the
secretary to the civil aviation minis-
try will sit with the committee every
three months to evaluate the entire
process.

Mahbub Jamil said it was very
disappointing that successive gov-
ernments over the years failed to
uphold country's positive image
abroad by ensuring better service at
ZIA.

He said they took the initiative to
bring about changes at the airport to
free the passengers from all sorts of
hassles, -

The international departure area
at the terminal has been divided into
two parts -- Terminal-1 and
Terminal-2 -- to streamline the
operation of international airlines at
theairport.

CAAB Chairman Air Commodore
Sakeb Ikbal Khan Majlis said the air
traffic control radar has been
repaired while carpeting of the run-
waywould beginsoon.

China
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Five others died in Chuxiong
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, said
Mengfu, a prefecture government
official, according to Xinhua.

The were no reports of casualties
in Panzhihuacity.

The Yunnan Seismological
Bureau said the quake and its after-
shocks were also felt in Yongren
county, Yunnan.

Xinhua quoted Zheng Zhouwei, a
local legislator in Yongren, as saying:
"Locals in the county rushed out into
the open. Cracks appeared on house
kwalls and many windows were bro-

el

[t was also feltin Chengdu, capital
of Sichuan, according to Xinhua,
which added that many residents
stayed outside after the quake.
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Call for saving hills
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He espoused afforestation of
barren hills and relocation of brick
kilns as mid-term measures to
stop landslides and said no high-
rise building should get clearance
inthe hill areas.

Stressing the need for the
development planners to take
note of the city's contour lines, he
said a long-term solution should
take in an integrated hill manage-
ment policy and integrated land
use.

Prof Shahidul said a report of
the Hill Management Committee,
formed by the Cabinet Division,
lays out the proper management
of hills, If the report's recommen-
.dations are implemented, deaths
from mudslides could be pre-
vented, he said.

Engineer Ali Ashraf, chairman
of 1EB, Chittagong, said area spe-
cific land-use plans, which would
include landscape-planning
component and take conservation
issues into account, is needed for
important hill areas in Chittagong.

Architect and town planner
Zarina Hossain spoke for forming
a powerful town and country
planning authority. She said plan-
ners should be consulted before
leasing out any land.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue) Zafar
Alam said the government sus-
pended leasing out hill lands in
1994,

He said they are working to stop
landslides by making the hillsides
sloping and protecting the hills
through geo-technical methods
like tree plantation, anchoring
and nailing instead of construct-
ing costly retaining walls.

Former Chittagong
Development Authority (CDA)
chief engineer Zia Hussain called
for expanding the city limits in
order to reduce the density of city
population. If urban facilities
could be expanded, then people
would not be forced to live beside
hillside near their workplace, he
said.

CDA town planner Shahinul
Islam Khan said the authorities

should clearly lay out the jurisdic-
tion of town planners.

He said the CDA proposed
including planning parameters in
the Building Code (BC) to check
unplanned development.

The last draft BC, he said, sug-
gested formation of committees
taking members from the authori-
ties concerned and the civil soci-
ety to approve development plan
in hill areas.

AM Ziauddin Khan, deputy
managing director for AK Khan
Group, stressed coordination
amongdevelopmentauthorities.

Echoing him, BGMEA vice
president MA Salam called on the
affluent to help proper manage-
ment of hills and bring the fami-
lies living beside hillsides out of
danger.

The Daily Star Editor Mahfuz
Anam said political will coupled
with commitment on the part of
the people and professional bod-
iesis needed for hillmanagement.

The combine could put pres-
sure for immediate implementa-
tion of the protective measures to
save the hills and prevent deaths
from landslides, he observed.

He said the media could help
create awareness and commit-
mentamong all in this regard.

Social scientist and Vice
Chancellor of Premier University
Prof Dr Anupam Sen, Daily Bhorer
Kagoj Editor Shyamal Dutta, Prof
Abdul Haque of Chittagong
University, Prof AQM Mahbub and
Prof Nurul Islam Nazem of Dhaka
University, city editor at regional
Daily Suprabhat Bangladesh M
Nasirul Haque, Daily Bhorer Kagoj
Chittagong in-charge Omar
Kaiser, Chittagong City
Corporation ward councillor F
Kabir Chowdhury Manik, general
secretary for Chaktai Canal
Excavation Action Committee
Shahriar Khaled, Community
Development Centre (Codec)
deputy executive director Kamal
Sengupta, YPSA programme man- |
ager Md Masud Rana, Jano Udyog K
coordinator Sharif Chouhan and
advocate Salahuddin Haider
Siddiqui were present.

Flood grips North |

FROM PAGE 16

The monsoon is likely to remain
active over Bangladesh and adjoin-
ing Assam, Meghalaya, Aurunachal
Pradesh, sub-Himalayan West
d Uttar Pradesh in

mﬁue 8.0 mw
SdneSichuan province on May 42,

leaving nearly 70,000 dead, with
about 18,000 people sull missing.

Biman

FROM PAGE 16
“My flight to Dubai was scheduled
for August 23. But I still don't know
when I'll be able to leave at last.”
Abu Taher from Chittagong told
The Daily Star at ZIA yesterday.

“They have changed schedule
for at least seven times since
August 23," said Zahid Hossain,
another passenger of the flight.

“Schedules for Biman flights
barely work these days. None of its
flights can depart ZIA on time,” a
high official of Biman told The
Daily Star yesterday. He was at the
airport to calm down the incensed
passengers.

Members of the joint forces
rushed to the spot to diffuse the
tension at ZIA.

Of the Biman aircraft in use, two
are DC10-30s, one Boeing and one
Airbus.

There are two more DC10-30s
and an Airbus, but most of the time
they are down due to mechanical
problems.

Besides, a Boeing-747 has been
sent for maintenance check-up
thatwill take atleastamonth.

Delwar
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meet us and we went there at the
invitation of the jailauthoritues,” he
said.

“It was not a meeting of the
coalition, this allegation has been
made with an ill-motive,” he said in
reply to criticism by the Awami
League and its political allies that
suchmeeting wasillegal.

He questioned the procedure of
releasing Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina, the advisers' meet-
ing with Hasina at Sudha Sadan
hours after her release and Chief
adviser's telephone conversation
with her.

"How did they do that? Under
which law?" he said.

He also trashed the Awami
League's statement that Tarique
Rahman, elder son of Khaleda, is
the championof corruption.

“The court has awarded him
bail. There is no proof of corruption
against him. The Awami League's
statement is the outcome of politi-
cal vengeance,” he said.

Delwar said the joint meeting
has decided to hold a discussion
marking the party's founding
anniversary at 3:00pm today at
Mohanagar Nattya Mancha while it
will place wreaths art the grave of
president Ziaur Rahman on
September 1 and hold another
discussion on September 4 at
Diploma Engineers’ Institute. '

Replying to a query, Delwar
said: “We are an election-oriented-
party. If the dialogue is meant to
hold a free and fair election and if
Khaleda and Tarique are free, we
will join the talks, But we won 't take
part in any orchestrated meeting,”

itsaid.

people in Lalmonirhat, Kurigram
and Rangpur have been marooned
as the Teesta, the Brahmahputra,
and the Dharla rose over the last
coupledays.

Department of Agriculture
Extension, Kurigram, said vegeta-
bles and crops including Aman on
about 10,000 hectares of land in the
area have been flooded.

A correspondent from
Lalmonirhat reports, Aman on
several thousand hectares of land
went under water while the
affected people are suffering from
acute scarcity of food, drinking
water and sanitation facilities.

Educational institutes in Rajpur
and Sindurna unions were also
declared closed due to the floods.

The Lalmoni-Burimari land
port high way and the embank-
ment at Paruliya Bazar under
Hatbandha upazila is under threat
of erosion by the rising waters of
the River Teesta.

Our correspondent from
Nilphamarni reports, portion of the
Teesta Barrage was damaged on
Friday night and floodwaters flow-
ing through itinundated about 300
housesinthe area.

Our correspondent in
Gaibandha reports, ' the rising
Brahmaputra submerged crops
and vegetables in Goderhat, Boali,
Badiakhali, Rasulpur, Bhaserpara,
Balashi, Ketkirhat, Kalasona,
Ratanpur, Mashamari and Nilkuthi
areas.

Delwar's son

FROM PAGE 16

General (prisons) Major Shamsul
Haider Siddique said he was
released at B:30am as the High
Courthad granted him bail.

Earlier on March 31, a Dhaka
court sentenced Paban and four
accomplices to 17 years' imprison-
ment each for possessing illegal
arms and ammunition.

Five more cases against him on
charges of carjacking and earning
illegal wealth, and three on extor-
tion charges are under trial at the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhaka.

Paban got bail in all the cases
recently,

He was arrested at
Mohammadpur in the capital on
Oct 30last year.

10 injured

FROM PAGE 16

Vehicular movement on the busy
thoroughfare remained suspended
for over two hours. :

The demonstrators got back to
hostel at around 11:40pm at the
insistence of college Principal
Hamida Banu.

Contacted, Rab-4 spokesman
Captain Moshiul Alam said they
did not go forany action against the

he said,

students.
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Our correspondent from
Rangpur reports, nearly 1,25,000

Mohsin Ali, deputy director of

Water Development Board
(WDB) and the Army are working °
on to fix a breach in the Katamari- -
Uriaflood control embankment. e

Our staff correspondent in
Sylhet reports._ the road link-
between Gowamnghat upazila and
the Sylhet district headquarters
was suspended as the Sari-
Gowainghat road went under
water on several points yesterday.

Over 20,000 hectares of Aman
and Aus crops in Companiganj,
Golapganj, Jaintapur, Kanaighat,
Gowainghat, Fenchuganj and
Beanibazar upazilas have been
Inundated.

Our correspondent in
Netrakona quoting local WDB
sources reports, more low-lying
areas including five kilometres of ™
Gutora-Barkhapon road and four E
kilometres of Udoypur-Rika Bazar |
road wentunder water. ;

Half a kilometre of the approach w.
road to the Kalmakanda bridgeand =
about 50 houses at Keshabpur
village are also flooded by the River
Ubdakhali.

Govt has no moral

FROM PAGE 1
Chairperson Khaleda Zia at the
makeshift jail in the parliament-
building complexon Thursday.

"How can an alliance meeting
take place in jail?" he asked the
caretaker government, saying
there is no such instance any-
where in the world.

Ashraful condemned the gov-
ernment decision allowing the
meenng to take place “in violation
ofall rules”.

He pointed out that BNP
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar used to blame Awami
League for entente with the care-
taker government. But, he said,
“Now it is proved that BNP and
Jamaat have made an underhand
deal with this government”.

The AL leader observed that the
anti-corruption drive of the
interim government was virtually
eyewash to bring Awami League
with “corrupt BNP” to the same
level.

On the question of amending
AL constutution for the party's
registration with the Election
Commission under the electoral
rules, he said to amend the party
constitution they need to convene
council session. Butitis not possi-
ble for a big party like Awami
League to hold the council under
the state of emergency.

On the other hand, if the party
constitution is not amended,
Awami League will not be able to
get registered with the commis-
sion, he said about the difficult
situation they are facing.

The Election Commission has
given the parties up to October 15
to apply for the registration while
set October 30 as the last date for
finalising the task, making it man-
datory for participating in the

-

December general eléection under
provisions of the amended
Representation of People Order
(RPO).

Chaired by Zillur Rahman, the
meeting was attended, among
others, AL presidium members
Amir Hossain Amu, Suranjit
Senguptaand MotiaChowdhury.




