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Thai anti-government protesters get instructions from a Thai soldier on how to defend themselves from riot police
officers during a demonstration at the Government House in Bangkok yesterday. Defiant Thai protesters scuff!ed
with riot police as tensions flared on day five of a siege of Bangkok's main government compound aimed at forcing

the premier to resign.

Pressure grows on Thai
PM to resign

PM, Sonia had
knowledge about
cash-for-votes
scam: Advani

PTI, New Delhi

-

lferming the "cash-for-votes” scam
as “incomparable and more
obnoxious than Bofors”, senior BJP
leader L K Advani yesterday alleged
it could not have happened with-
out the knowledge and consent of
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and Congress President Sonia
Gandhi.

"This could not have happened
without the knowledge and con-
sent of top leadership of the
Congress and the government. The
nation expects Sonia Gandhi and
Manmohan Singh to break their
silence on this unprecedented
scandal,” Advani said at a conter-
ence on 'Governance and Politics,
organised by the Legal and
Legislative Cell of BJP.

[ran warns any attack

L

AFP, Tehran

A senior military commander
warned yesterday that any attack on
Iran would start a new world war, as
Tehran pressed onwithits controver-
sial nuclear drive despite the rsk ol
further UN sanctuons

"Any aggression against Iran will
start a world war," deputy chiel ol
staff for defence publicity, Brigadier
General Masoud Jazayeri, said in a
statement carried by the state news
agency IRNA.

[ran is under international pres-
sure to halt uranium ennchment, a
process, which lies at the core ol fears
about Iran's nuclear programme as I
can make nuclear fuel as well as the

Battle of VPs begins
in White House race

AFP, Pittsburgh

candidate Hillary Clinton
An avid hunter who opposes

fissile core ofanatombomb

"The unrestrained greed of the US
leadership and global Zionism... 1S
gradually leading the world to the
edge of a precipice,” Jazayeri said,
citing the unrest in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Sudan and Georgia

"It is evident that if such a chal-
lenge occurs, the fake and artificial
regimes will be eliminated before
anything,” he said, without naming
anycountnes

[ran does not recognise Israel,
which is often described by officials
in Tehran as a “fake regime” and
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
has provoked international outrage
saying it should be wiped off the
map

I'he United States and its staunch
ally Israel, the region's sole if unde-
clared nuclear armed nation, accuse
[ran of seeking atomic weapons
under the guise of a civilian nuclear
programme

[ran, aleading Opec member, has
vehemently denied the allegations,
insisting its only wants to provide
electricity for a growing populaton
when its reserves of fossil fuels run
Out

[he United States has never ruled
out mulitary action against Iran over
its defiance of international
demands for an ennchment freeze,
but so far is pursuing the diplomatc
route

[ran has repeatedly vowed a
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crushing response to any attacks and
has flexed military muscles in recent
years by holding war games and
showing off an array of home-grown
weaponry including ballistic muis-
sues

Another top military commander
said Iran was prepared to "take the
enemies off-guard® and would
unveil more weapons in case of an
atrack

"Some of the equipment of our
armed forces have been announced
but there are important things
hidden whose effect would be
shown on the day (of any attack),”
deputy army commander
Abdolrahim Mousavi told Fars
news agency
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kills 12 officers
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Barack Obama and John McCain abortion, 1S pressing 101 drlling in killed at least 12 police officers In
AP, Bangkok minister's Bangkok office com- the cancellation of more than 70 | were to hold rival rallies in the key the Arctic Natonal Wildlife Refuge an eastern Indian Maoist rebel
pound, known as Government trains throughout the country, said | battleground state of Pennsylvania and has a son who will soon be stronghold

Pressure mounted on Thailand's
prime minister to resign as ant-

House, where leaders called for |
million people to join their ranks to

State Railways of Thailand spokes-
man Pairat Rojcharoen-ngarm

Saturday as the race for the White
House intensified with McCain's

deployed to Iraq, Palin 1s also
favored by the party's conservative

Navin Kumar Singh, the super-
intendent of police, says the offi-

government protesters occupied demand an end to Samak's seven- The country's influential army | surprise pick of Alaska's little- grassroots who have been wary ol cers were clearing mines on
his headquarters for a fifth day monthtenure. commander, Gen. Anupong | known governor, Sarah Palin,ashis  themore centrist McCain. Saturday in Burudih area, nearly
Saturday and disrupted rail and air Saying that Western-style Paochinda, rejected a request by running mate The influential hardline- 100 miles south of Ranchi, the

service in some of the country's
popular touristdestinauons.

Prime Minister Samak
Sundarave) made an unannounced
trip to the southern town of Hua
Hin to meet with Thailand's
revered King Bhumibol Adulyade),
the Nation newspaper reported.
The report, which fed the specula-
tion about Samak's future, could
notbe immediately confirmed

Bhumibol is a constitutional
monarch with no formal political
role but has repeatedly brought
calm in times of turbulence during
his 60 years on the throne.

An uneasy calm returned
Saturday a day after clashes
between police and protesters in

respect for a royal ceremony near day Saturday as protesters block-  Democracy, the protest organiser, | McCain's choice the "biggest Obama campaign spokesman NSG meetinginVienna
the protestsite to b{‘? presided over aded PasSENgers irom entenng, accuses Samak's government of | political gamble in American Bill Burton blasted the choice and ['he meeting, also attended by !
by Crown Prince Maha authoritiessaid. HatYaiairport,also  serving as a proxy for ex-Prime | political history." highlighted Palin's lack of foreign External Affairs Minister Pranab !

Vajiralongkorn.

Most Thais revere the, royal
family, and offending them by
provoking violence would be a
political liability

Thousands of protesters
remained camped out at the pnme

democracy has allowed corruption
to flourish, the protest group wants
a new government with a parlia-
ment in which most of the lawmak-
ers are appointed and only 30
percentelected

“The protest has already devel-
oped into a people's revolution,”
protest leader Sondhi Limthongkul
told The Associated Press. "I do
believe that Samak 1S going to
resign. -

Samak has insisted he won't
step down but his strength
appeared to be fraying amid the
growing chaos.

International airports in the
southern beach towns of Phuket
and Krabi were closed for a second

in the south, reopened Saturday.
Bangkok's two airports were not
effected by the strikes, the airport
authorirysaid
Hundreds of railway workers
continued their work stoppage by
taking emergency sick leave, forcing

Samak on Friday to declare a state
of emergency, a top army ofhcial
said on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorised to
disclose the information. Anupong
has vowed that the army will not
intervene and has called for resolv-
ing the crisis by political means.

The Chart Thai Party, a Key
member of Samak's six-party
ruling coalition, said it was ready to
suggest thatSamak step down.

"The coalition partners have the
impression that the situanon 1S
deteriorating and we are thinking of
telling the prime minister to decide
on the future of the government,”
said Somsak Prisana-anantakul,
deputyleader of ChartThau.

The People's Alliance for

Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who
was deposed in a 2006 bloodless
coup and banned from public
office until 2012. Thaksin, who fled
to self-imposed exile in Britain,
faces an array of corruption
charges
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Bill Lister (R) holds a support for window covering while Tyler Malejko cover windows at the Kitchen Connection
store owned by Malejko’s wife, Amy, in New Orleans Friday in preparation for tropical storm Gustav, which may hit

the state of Louisiana.

Both campaigns were setting out
on tours to introduce their vice-
presidential picks to the US heart-
land: Obama in the wake of his rock-
star receptnon at the Democranc
convention and McCain ahead of
officially accepting the Republican
nomination onThursday.

The question 1s how Palin, a 44-
year-old with vairtually no national
political experience who has served
less than two years as governor, will
measure up against Democrauc
pick Joe Biden, the Democrats’ vice
presidential pick, who has spent his
much of his 36-year senate career
working on foreign policy.

Former Republican presidential
candidate Pat Buchanan called the

Tapping, theself-described
hockey mom" to be the second
woman in US history to join a
major-party ticket for the presi-
dency was seen as a blatant bid to
win over disgruntled supporters of
failed Democratic presidential

conservative radio pundit Rush
Limbaugh, once a rabid cntic of
McCain, called it "an inspired
choice" while Tony Perkins, presi-
dentof the powerful Family Research
Council, called Palin "an outspoken
advocate for pro-family policies that
energize social conservatives.’

But while Palin's youth may
offset concerns about McCain's age
- he turned 72 Friday - it could also
destroy one McCain's most power-
ful weapons against Obama in the
run-up tothe November 4 elections

"It clearly makes it more dilfi-
cult for McCain to criticise
Obama's experience,” said
Professor Tom Baldino of Wilkes
University, Pennsylvania

poliey credentials,

‘Today, John McCain. put the
former mayor of a town of 9,000
with zero foreign policy experience
a heartbeat away from the presi-
dency,” Burton said in a statement
Friday

Hurricane Gustav
bears down on Cuba
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Alaska Gov Sarah Palin, daughters Piper (C) and Willow (L) and presumptive
Republican presidential nominee John McCain greet supporters at a rally on
Friday in Dayton, Ohio. McCain announced Gov Palin as his vice presidential

runnfhg mate at the rally

Georgia wants EU sanctions
against Russian leaders
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capital of Jharkhand state.

Singh says the rebels planted
land mines in the region to avoid
being rargeted by security forces

|
Congress leaders

discuss revised
NSG draft

PTI1, New Delhi

Prime Minister Manmohan Singi
yesterday held deliberations with
Congress F]IF'“Iiit nt Sonia Gandhi
and some other

yENIOr coleagues

OVET 1Ne nuciedr 1ssue ahead ol the .

Mukherijee and Ahmed
Political Secretary to the Congress
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would start 'world war’
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—= the rotating EU presidency, has Yakobashvil. e

AFP, Havana That made Gustav "a dangerous | Georgia wants the European Union varned not to expect sanctuons to be Yakobashvili again accused.

Humcane Gustav swelled into a "dan-

gerous”" category three hurricane equal in strength to Hurricane | Saturday aheadofan EUsummiton sancuons against Russian leaders such actions should not remain
yesterdayasitboredownonCubaafter Katrina when it made landiall in the crisis between Moscow and could involve, although such mea- ‘'unpunished” by the European
ripping through the Cayman Islands, the southern United States three ['bilisi. sures often include travel bansorthe  Union.

Dominican Republic, Haitu and
Jamaica, killing85 people

"Data from an Air Force recon-
naissance aircraft indicate that
Gustav continues to rapidly
strengthen and now has maximum
winds 115 miles (185 kilometres)
per hour wath higher gusts, the US
National Hurricane Centre said.

Chomsky calls for closure
of Guantanamo prison

THE INDEPENDENT ONLINE

Britain has failed in its duty to stop
the US from committung “shameful
acts” in the treatment of suspects
detained during the war on (error,
one of America's most respected
intellectuals warns yesterday.

In an interview with The
Independent, Professor Noam
Chomsky calls on the government
10 use its special relationship with
Washington, America to secure the
closure of Guantanamo Bay.

Claiming that he has heard only
“twitters of p[r;{{-u,t" in the UK, the

emeritus professor of linguisucs
also asks British "thinkers” to be
More conspicuous 1n their opposi-
tion to the erosion of civil nghts
sincethe9/11 attackson the US

In the wake of the invasion of Iraq,
Prof Chomsky, aleading opponent of
the Vietnam conflict, has been the
most prominent among US intellec-
tuals critical of the war with the Iraq
and the treatment of terror suspects
Sent to Guantanamo Bay and other
prsoncamps around the world.

Professor Chomsky's comments
now call into question Britain's
political and intellectual will to
stand up for the rule of law in the
face of actions that have been
repeatedly condemned by courtson
both sides of the Atlantic.

Iwhllt' a small number of British
WIers. artists and philosophers
continue 1o voige their concemns
4bout UK involvement in America’s
rendition programme and its refusal

to close Guantanamo Bay, a con-
certed opposition among the so
called liberal intelligentsia has
failed tomatenalise

A country,” says Prof Chomsky,
“with any shred of self-respect will be
vigilant to ensure that itdoes not take
part in this criminal savagery,
Because ofthe "special relationship,”
Britain has a particularly strong
responsibility to bar these shameful
crimes in any way it can. |And] In
whatever respect the relanonship is
“special”, the UK can use it to bar
these shameful crimes.”

Asked whether Britain should be
doing more to seek the closure ofthe
Guantanamo Bay, Professor
Chomsky answered: "Definitely.
I've seen only twitters of protest.”

Naom Chomsky has been a
fearless critic of US foreign policy
since the 1960s when he became one
of the leading opponents of the
Vietnam War with the publication of
his essay, "The Responsibility of
[ntellectuals” in 1967, And his repu-
tation as an outspoken American
dissident has made him many ene-
mies in his own country where he
reqquires police protection.

Professor Chomsky believes that
the case against Guantanamo needs
to be made more forcefully.

we hardly needed evidence
(although there is more than
enough) that Gitmo was going 10 be
a torture chamber,” says Prof
Chomsky. “Otherwise, why not
place “enemy combatants in a

prison in New York? The security
argument is not serious. Taking a
step back, doesthe US have theright
to hold these prisoners at all? Hardly
obvious. In brief, there are plenty of
grounds for protest (and action), at
varying levelsofdepth.”

His comments have met with
broad support from those who have
been campaigning for the British
government to take a more critical
position in its relatonship with the
Bush administration.

Clive Stafford Smith, the lawyer
representing British Guantanamo
detainee, Binyam Mohamed, said
“Professor Chomsky is right. To bor
row from President Clinton, the world
Is much more impressed by the powetr
of America’s example than the exam -
ple of American power. Likewise, the
world is more impressed by British
principle than the pretence of
Britain's special relationship. A true
friend to American would not stand
by while President Bush squanders
America'sbirthnght.”

Andrew Tyrie MP, chairman ol
the all party parliamentary group
on rendition, said: "The UK
Government's reaction to the US

rogramme of rendition: a policy of

idnapping people and taking
them to places where they may be
tortured, has been inadequate, to
say the least. It is scarcely credible
that now, despite all we know about
rendition and the UK's involve.
ment in it, the British Government
still refuses to condemn this illegal,

immoral, and counterproductive
policy.

category three hurricane” on the
five-notch Saffir-Simpson scale --

years ago.

Cuba's western province of
Pinardel Rioand the Isle of Youth in
the south were put on the highest
level of weather alert

[ens of thousands of residents
were asked to leave their homes in
advance of Gustav, which was
forecast to hit Cuba later Saturday
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to impose targeted sanctons against
Russia's leaders, a top official said on

“There is no point in 1solating
Russia,” Georgian Reintegratuon
Minister Temur Yakobashvili told
AFP.

"But we expect certain sanctions,
which won't be against the people,
butagainst the political elite

EU leaders are due to meet on
Monday in Brussels for the emer-
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Yakobashwili did not say what the

freezing ofoverseas bank accounts

{..-t‘H-Tj.:lki has repeatedly said It 1S
counuang on strong supportirom the
European Union after Russia recog-
nised the rebel Georgian regions of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia as inde-
pendentstates
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"And for sure we expect perma-
nent non-recognition of Abkhazia
and South Ossena from EU coun
mes.

A source in the French president's
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