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North Pole ice cap melting
faster than ever

AFP, Washington

The Arctic ice cap keeps melting
under the effects of global warming
and in August saw its second larg-
est summer shrinkage since satel-
lite observations began 30 years
ago. USscientists said.

Measurements on August 26
showed an ice cap of 526 million
square Kilometres, just below the
5.32 million square kilometres
observed on 21 September 2005,
making it the second biggest sum-
mer Arctic ice-cap melt in history,
said the National Snow and Ice
Data Center (NSIDC).

Since the start of August, the
Boulder, Colorado-based center
said, the Arctic polar cap shrank by
2.06 million square kilometres.

Themeltingisso fastand extensive
itcould shrink the ice cap to below the
4.25 million square kilometres
reached in the summer of 2007, the
smallest it has ever been observed by
satellites, the centersaid.

Since the end of the Arctic sum-
mer and the start of the freezing
autumn 1s several weeks away, it
said, the ice cap could dwindle
even more thanitdidin 2007.

At the end ol northern hemi-
sphere summer 2007, the Arctic ice
cap was40percentsmaller than the
average 7.23 million square kilo-
meters observed in 1979-2000, the
NSIDC said.

The North Pole melting season
begins in mid-June. The ice cap
shrinks to its smallest area by mid-
September and grows the most in
winter by mid-March.

"The bottom line, however, is
that the strong negative trend In
summertme ice extent character-
izing the past decade continues,”
the Centersaid inareport.

The North Pole itself could even
become free of ice by September
for the first time in modern history,
seting a new milestone in the
effects of global warming on the
Arctic ice shell, NSIDC glaciologist
Mark Serreze told AFP in late June.

"We could have no ice at the
North Pole at the end of this sum-
mer. And the reason here is that the
North Pole area right now is cov-
ered with very thin ice, and this ice
we call 'first-year ice,’ the ice that
tends to melt out in the summer,”
he explained.

Serrreze said the possibility the

ice cap could vanish stood at 50
percent,

If it does happen in September,
he added, "it's possible that ships
could sail from Alaska right to the
North Pole”.

The Arctic has been free ofice in
the geologic history of the Earth,
but never in modern history,
Serreze said,

"Clearly, if you look over what
we have seen in the past three years
and where we were headed, we are
in ... this long-term decline and we
may have no ice at all in the Arctic
Ocean insummer by 2030 orso,” he
added.

Not long ago, he said, the sum-
mer disappearance of the Arctic ice
was predicted to happen between
2050 and 2100.

[he NSIDC said the receding
North Pole ice sheet was chiefly
caused by the melting of ice in the
Chukchi Sea, off the Alaskan coast,
and the East Siberian Seas, off the
coastofeastern Russia.

I'he Chukchi ice sheet is one of
the natural habitats of the polar
bear, where it hunts for seal$, and
its disappearance is a direct threat
to the animal's survival,
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ENGLISH LITERATURE]/
LANGUAGE EXPERT

An established organisation with an excellent working
environment is looking for persons for the positions of
Communications Officers and Senior Communications Officer.
The ideal candidates must have sound writing ability on various
topics in modern English. A good knowledge and interest in
English literature (both prose and poetry) is commendable.

The positions carry highly attractive remuneration packages

ranging from Tk. 20,000 to Tk. 50,000 per month or above and
other admissible benefits depending on abilities. Please send
your updated resume along with a recent passport size
photograph within 10 days of this advertisement to the

following address:

The Advertiser =
(Attention : Chairman)
Box No. A-145
C/0O. The Daily Star
19 Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215
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RIRAC

BRAC, one of the world's largest development organizations dedicated to povern
alleviate and empowerment of the poor, to enhance further efficiency it invites
applications for its Health Program from dynamic, competent and self motivated
individuals to fillup the following positions :

Masters in any discipline (Preferably from Journalism)
from any recognized University. At least 2nd class/ division
in all examination.
At least 02 years experience in relevant field.
Maximum 35 Years
Negotiable.

BRAC Head Office, Dhaka.

Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist

MBBS from any recognized Medical College.
Training in public health is required.

At least 03 years experience.
Maximum 35 Years
Negotiable.

BRAC Head Office, Dhaka.

Program Specialist

Qualifications :

Experience
Age -
Salary

Job Location

Qualifications
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Job Location

Qualifications

Experience
Age
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Job Location :

Qualifications :

Experience

|| Age

Salary

Job Location

MBBS from any recognized Medical College.
Training in public health is required.

At least 03 years experience.
Maximum 35 Years

Negotiable.
BRAC Head Office, Dhaka.

Technical Officer

MBBS from any recognized Medical College.
Training 1n public health rs required.

At least 03 years experience.
Maximum 35 Years
Negotiable.

BRAC Head Office and Divisional Offices.

Other Benefits : Contributory Provident Fund, Gratuity,

Insurance and Festival Bonuses.,

E‘!ﬁ:ggufeel you are the night person for any of the above positions please apply with
detaled resume with a photocopy of S S C Certificate. telephone number and two recent

assport size color photographs to R § & P Section, BRAC-HRD, BRAC Centre, 75
||| Me akhali, Dhaka-1212 by 13 September, 2008. Please mention the name of the
__{'_a:nd Ad # 51/08 on top of the application and the envelope: You can also send |
Ime to recruitment/@brac.net. Only short histed candidates will be contacted

Applications from women and people from ethnic minonities and of different abilities are cncourag
\________—_ --

Guests pose for photograph at the inaugural ceremony of Televideo Healthcare Service at a city hotel on Thursday.
The service will enable people to consult with doctors through video round-the-clock.

Televideo
healthcare
service
launched
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Japanese physicists aim to
unlock universe's mysteries

these facilities for free,” said Shoj
Nagamiya, director of J-PAR(
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In a bid to reach healthcare service |
and health-related informaton to |

the doorstep of the people, Japan
Bangladesh Friendship Hospital
(JBFH) has initiated televideo

| healthcareserviceforall.

Televideo is a medium through

| which people can get 24-hour

healthcare service by consulting with
thedoctorsthrough video.

For this purpose, the ]BFH has
established a modern telehealth call
centre on its premises where 75
doctors will be available round the
clockto provide healthcare services.

The JBFH has been allocated two
shortcodes (10600 and 10601 for
farmers) from the BTRC and singed
agreement with every operators and
PSTN for telehealth services.

Agriculture and Water Resources
Adviser Dr CS Karim inaugurated the
televideo healthcare service for all at
a programme at a city hotel on
Thursday.

Chief adviser’s Special Assistant
for post and telecommunication
ministry Brigadier General (retd) M A
MaYel I "PéYed omim et i c avfon
Secrétarye fqgbal
Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC)
Chairman Maj Gen (retd) Manzurul
Alam, National Professor Dr MR
Khan, Director of Channel 1 Shykh
Sera), and representatives of all the
mobile phone operators and PSTN
ChiefExecutive Officerswere present
on the occasion.

Citycell in association with the
IBHF organised the inaugural
programme with the support of
Zoom EV-DO technology.

Initiatives have also been taken to
install 500 video telehealth consulta-
tion booths in and around thecity.

Two children
drown in canal
In C'nawabgan;

UNB, Chapainawabganj

Two children drowned in a canal at
Radhanagar in Shibganj yesterday
morning.

The dead were identified as
Shihab, son of Babul, and Akash,
son of Peshkar Ali. Both are two
years old.

Mahmud,'

Villagers said the two boys |

slipped into the canal nearby their
houses when they were playing on
1ts bank at about 9:00am.

Later, local peoplerecovered the
bodies of the two children.
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English for International Opportunity
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Want to study
or work abroad?

@@ BRITISH
®® COUNCIL

For information please contact:

British Council Dhaka

5 Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000

T.+ 88 02 861 8905, F: + 88 02 861 3375
Registration hours: 9am to Spm

(Saturday to Thursday)

British Council Teaching Centre

754b Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi 1205
T:+88 02911 6171, 911 6545

F:+ 88 02811 6554

Registration hours: 10am to 3pm
(Sunday to Thursday)
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Over 1,700 US universities and professional
bodies accept IELTS scores as proof of
English language skills.

Over one million people a year are now
using IELTS to open doors throughout
the English-speaking world and beyond.
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Register now for your test at the
British Council - the world is waiting.

British Council Chittagong

/7/A East Nasirabad, Chittagong

I" + 88 031 657884-6, F: + 88 031 657881
Registration hours: 11am to 6pm
(Saturday to Thursday)

British Council Project Office Sylhet
Al-Hamrah Shopping city (6th floor)
Zindabazar, Sylhet 3100

T.+ 88 0821 814925, F: + 88 0821 814924
Registration hours: 10am to 4pm

(Sunday to Thursday)

To see the full list, please visit our website
www.britishcouncil.org/bangladesh

rANGS SHARNALI
al Banani
1991 sh

Gulshan Branch

Level 6, Landmark Tower
12-14 Gulshan North C/A |
Gulshan, Dhaka

Hotline 044 76500001

Fax 044 76501775

' mobile
| 0171314 2016
017 1314 2161
017 1314 201
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Find Your Perfect New Ready Apartment in
Banani, Igbal Road & Uttara

RANGS SRABONTI

2! lgbal Road
2867 st

374 bedroom apartments | South, east & west facing | Excellent transport links

Dhanmondi Branch
4th Noor, Rangs Panorama
B0 Shatmosjid Road
Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Hotline 044 76450000
Fax 044 76651775

| Rangs Apartments bring together modern-day living
| with maximum comfort and convenience.

rancs BANALOTA

al Sector 12
1445 st

rancs BITHIKA

af Sector 7
2334-2382 st

rancs ESSENCE

af Sector 10
1470 sh

maobile

017 1314 2143
017 1314 2021
017 1314 2015
017 1314 2142

email
salesrpi@rangs.com

web
rangsproperties.com

RANGS
PROPERTIES
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