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Govt asked not to
harass Moudud,
Mosharrat,

Patal, Anne

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
directed the government not to
harass or arrest three former BNP
ministers and a lawmaker with-
out following due process of law
after their release from jail cus-
tody.

The four are former law minister
Moudud Ahmed, former health
minister Dr Khandker Mosharraf
Hossain, former state minister
Fazlur Rahman Patal and former
lawmaker Shahiduddin

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

[.ankan battles
kill 15 rebels,

7 soldiers

AP, Colombo

A series of gunbattles between
government forces and the Tamil
Tigers killed 15 rebels and seven
soldiers in war-torn northern Sri
Lanka, the military said yesterday.

Fighting broke out Monday
along the front lines separating
government-controlled territory
and the rebels’ de facto state in the
north, amilitarystatement said.

The heaviest fighting was
reported in Kilinochchi district,
where two separate clashes killed
six rebels and one soldier, it said.
Eleven fighters were wounded.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Bomb attack
Injures 5
in Old Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least five persons including a

traffic constable and an ansar
member were injured when crimi-
nals charged two hand bombs at
Roy Saheb Bazar of under Kotwali
Police Station in Old Dhaka yester-
day.

The injured were identified as
traffic constable Fazal, ansar mem-
ber Bachchu, day labourer Habul,
pushcart puller Abdul Quader, and
shop employee Khalil.

Fazal and Bachhu were rushed
to Rajarbagh Police Line Hospital

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8 |

Pr] ¥ f.ifﬂmﬂbﬂd

Pakistan People's Party chief Asif
Ali Zardari has apologised to PML-
N leader Nawaz Sharif, who pulled
out of the ruling coalition after
accusing the PPP of reneging on
promises and asked him to rejoin
the government for the sake of the
country and democracy.

"l admit that you have been hurt
and I apologise for that,” Zardari
said in a message hours after Sharif
withdrew the PML-N from the
coalition on Monday.

"l regret that we have failed in

the democratic journey we started
with my late wife Benazir Bhutto
and Nawaz Sharif..We had some
successes. Together we elected a
Prime Minister and defeated a
dictator," he said in the message
aired on the state-run PTV.Zardari
said it was "unfortunate” that
Sharif has "refused to travel with us
in the coming journey” and asked
the PML-N chief to set aside "per-
sonal differences” and return to the
coalition "in the interest of democ-
racy and Pakistan".

While announcing his decmun
to pull out of the coalition, Sharif

Zardari says SOrry to
Sharif, asks him to

rejoin coalition

had accused Zardari of violating
several agreements on reinstating
dozens of judges who were sacked
by former President Pervez
Musharraf during last year's emer-
gency.

Sharif also said Zardari had
violated another agreement that
said the PPP would not field a
presidential candidate till the post
was stripped of controversial pow-
ers to dismiss the parliament.

Meanwhile the ruling PPP

yesterday filed nomination papers -

for its chief Asif Ali Zardari for the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Nazrul's death
anniversary
today

UNB, Dhaka

The 32nd death anniversary of
National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
will be observed across the country
with due respecttoday:.

Nazrul, popularly known as the
Bidrohi Kobi or rebel poet, had
inspired millions to fight all kinds

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

300 cars requisitioned
every day by cops

It has become a permanent system to meet

vehicle demand by police

KAILASH SARKAR

In the name of public interest,
Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
continues temporarily requisition-
ing around 300 private vehicles on
a dally basis through a controver-
sial requisition law that the police
chiefhimselfterms a "black law".

This requisitioning is supposed
to be made on the basis of urgent
need. But this has become a daily
affair as the need for these vehicles
has become "permanent”,

Yet nobody in the government
seems to be taking the initiative to
fill up the demand of motor vehi-
cles through procurement. “The

reality is that requisition will con-
tinue in this manner because
nobody will take the initiative,”
saysatop police official.

With such a system in effect, the
vehicle owners fall prey to a section
of unscrupulous DMP officials,
who allegedly take bribe from them
threatening of acquiring their
vehicles, When a vehicle is requisi-
tioned, it may be subject to dam-
age.

The system has also given rise to
misuse of the law and harassment
of the vehicle owners. This has led
to filing of several writs with the
High Court challenging the law as
well as the system. But the writs

remain pending for years.

Although the existing laws
direct the authorities to provide
compensation to the vehicle own-
ers and meal allowances to the
drivers and helpers the DMP does-
n'tdo so, allege drivers and owners.

DMP Commissioner Naim
Ahmed defends requisitioning
vehicles saying it is done for
national interest and as per the
DMP Ordinance, 1990.

But Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Nur Mohammad himself
terms the requisition law a black
law that might continue to exist.

“Among the police laws, it is one

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

pedestrians into difficulty. The photo was taken yesterday.

This street between the GPO and Baitul Mukarram market in the city is almost entirely occupied by hawkers squeezing traffic into one lane and putting

PHOTO: STAR

Steps to prevent
landslides soon

Homes on foothills to be made risk-free

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

The government-formed Hill
Management Committee has
decided to immediately imple-
ment protective measures to pre-
vent landslides and make the
dwellings in foothill areas risk-free
instead of going for large-scale
evacuation.

On the basis of suggestions from
the Technical Protection
Committee, it decided at a meeting
on Monday evening that hill
regions would be made risk-free
through development of retaining
walls, afforestation, bamboo plan-
tation and setting up physical
barriers like sacks of sand and
walkways.

Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner and convener of
Hill Management Committee
Hossain Jamil chaired the meeting
held at the Chittagong Circuit
House.

Representatives from
Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA), Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC), Chittagong

Wasa, Bangladesh Railway,
Department of Environment and
other organisations concerned
were presentat the meeting.

The meeting restructured the
Technical Protection Committee
and formed another five-member
committee headed by Mozammel
Haq, former vice-chancellor of
Chittagong University of
Engineering and Technology, to
recommend protective measures
within three weeks.

The other members of the new
committee are CDA Chief Engineer
Igbal Hossain Majumder and chief
engineers of the CCC, Chittagong
Wasa and Bangladesh Railway.

Over one lakh people--mosty
factory workers, day labourers or
self-employed--live in 1,814 slums
in the Port City, more than half of
them living in slums situated on
risky hill slopes or at foothill where
house rentis cheaper.

A few influential people built
these slums on land that mostly
belong to Bangladesh Railway,
Chittagong Wasa, Public Works

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Iceland
president
due Friday

UNB, Dhaka

Iceland President Olafur Ragnar
Grimsson arrives in Dhaka on
Friday on a four-day visit to
Bangladesh.

President lajuddin Ahmed is
expected to receive him at Zia
International Airport on his arrival
in the morning.

President Grimsson will meet
President Iajuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban. Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed and Foreign
Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury will meet the Iceland
president at Sheraton Hotel while
Nobel laureate Prof Muhammad
Yunus at hotel suite.

He will attend a symposiam on
climate change at Hotel Sonargaon
on Saturday.

The Iceland president is likely to
visit Bangladesh Folk Art and Crafts
Museum at Sonargaon in
Narayanganj, Grameen Bank head
office and the Sundarbans.

He is expected to leave Dhaka
on Monday.

President Grimsson, who was
earlier scheduled to arrive here
Tuesday, had postponed his five-
day tour of Bangladesh on
Monday.

Six areas identified in
facing climate change

Dhaka to place action plan in London conference

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The countryis preparing to face the
aftermath of climate change in
around 50 different sub-sectors
under six thematic areas of agricul-
ture, health, livelihoods, disasters
management, environment and
development.

Bangladesh will present its
national action plans at a confer-
ence in London in September,
according to a presentation at the
international symposium on "Cli-
mate Change and Food Security in
South Asia”.

In the presentation on "Climate

Change and Bangladesh,"”
Rabindranath Roy Chowdhury,
joint secretary of the Ministry of
Environment and Forest, said the
government has formed a high-
powered committee to implement
the national action plans.

Bangladesh, one of the worst
victims of climate change, will seek
grants as compensation of proba-
ble impacts of climate change on
the country, he said.

The impacts and consequences
of climate change in other South
Asian countries were also presented
on the second day of the sympo-
sium held at the senate auditorium

of Dhaka Universityyesterday.

In his presentation, the joint
secretary said Bangladesh is going
to be affected by frequent natural
disasters including cyclones,
storms and floods. The
Sundarbans, the world heritage
site and habitat of the Royal Bengal
Tiger, will be more vulnerable due
to climate change, he said.

The experts speaking at the
symposium emphasised invention
of new variety of crops, which will
cope with the changed weather.

Chowdhury said overall devel-
opment of the country is going to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

BSFkills 1

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
shot dead a Bangladeshi national
on Shyamkur border under
Moheshpur upazila yesterday
morning.

The dead was identified as
Shahabul Islam, 25, son of Nawsher
Ali of Anantapur village under the
upazila.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
sources said the Indian border
guards opened fire on Shahabul
when he went to his cropland near
border pillar no 61 at around

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

| Prayer Timing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The three-day ninth home-
secretary level meeting between
Bangladesh and India begins in
Dhaka Friday, with New Delhi likely
to press for an extradition treaty to
exchange criminals hiding in each

August 27 |
Fajr I 4-30 5-05
Zohr | 12-45 1-15
Asr 4-45 5-00
Maghrib 6-33 6-26
[Esha 800 | 8-30 |

Source: Islamic Foundation

other's territory to escape arrest at
home.

Bangladesh has, however, con-
sistently maintained that such a
treaty must take in all Saarc coun-
tries.

"India is keen to sign an extradi-
tion treaty with Bangladesh only,
but Dhaka is not interested as the
treaty should involve all members
of the regional forum,” said a for-
eign ministry official.

In 2002, India sought Dhaka's
cooperation in mutual legal assis-
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tance, counter-terrorism and

HOME SECRETARIES MEET IN DHAKA FRIDAY

Delhi to press Dhaka
for extradition treaty

extradition.

The foreign ministry official
said Saarc leaders at their recent
summit in Colombo signed an
agreement on mutual legal cooper-
ation and counter-terrorism,
covering the extradition issue.

"Since a multi-lateral agree-
ment is already in place,
Bangladesh is assessing whether
there is any need for a bilateral one
with India on exchange of crimi-
nals,” he said.

Dhaka reckons that criminals
could be also exchanged in good-
will gestures.

“India has so far handed over six
Bangladeshi criminals. It means
that they can nab the other thugs
and hand them over to us,” a
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) official told this

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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