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A lifetime of preserving

Nazrul's music

In conversation with Sudhin and Neelima Das

NADIA SARWAT

Nazrul Sangeet exponent and
artiste Sudhin Das needs no intro-
duction; his contribution in iden-
tifying and publishing the accu-
rate notations of Nazrul Sangeet
helps a lot to ensure the originality
of melody of the genre. His wile,
Neelima Das, has never enjoyed
mass media exposure but is con-
sidered one of the most talented
radio artistes of the '50s (Telewvi-
sionwas yetto come) and has been
effectively assisting her husband
in the research. In an interview
with The Daily Star, this artiste duo
talked about their passion for
Nazrul Sangeet, life and more,
Neelima and Sudhin got to
know each other through music.
Neelima's father, the late Sukumar
Kar, was the headmaster of the
renowned school in Comilla,
called Ishwar Pathshala. At a very
early age, Neelima was drawn to
the magic of music. According to
her, “Wherever I heard music, I
was glued. My father was also a
music enthusiast. At that time no
one had heard of radio; we had a
gramophone. When I listened to
the songs of singers like Utpala
Sen, Suprava Sarker, | used dream
that one day I too will sing. Our
family lived in Brahmanbaria fora
few years. There | received my first
lessons in music from Ustad
Gajendra Roy. It's an interesting
story. He was actually teaching a
girl, a neighbour, called Maya. Out
of curiosity, I secretly watched the
taalim. 1 often approached
Mayadi, nagging, to let me touch
her harmonium and sing.
Gajendra Roy discovered me one
day and after hearing my voice he

insisted mz;'_f_a[her that I should
| &FA reRISic. ™
lessons in classical music from
Acharya Surendra Narayan, elder
brother of Sudhin Das. Sudhin
Das was also his disciple. Afraid of
Suren's solemn personality, many
of his students including Neelima
approached his younger brother
to explain some difficult lessons.
Neelima showed a clear fondness
of the songs, which are known as
adhunik. Sudhin was enlisted in
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Sudhin Das and Neelima Das

Radio Pakistan when he was a
college student in 1948. Neelima
first performed in radio in 1952,
after finishing school.

Sudhin Das reminisces, “In
those days, recording for radio
was not that easy, we had to stay
all day. The journey between
Comila and Dhaka was also quite
hectic. When I got a cheque for Tk
10, I feltlike a prince

-- it was a huge amount for a
collegestudentatthattime.”

“My father himself took me to

songs, there was nothing called
Nazrul Sangeetthen. The author-
ties mentioned Kazi Nazrul
Islam’s name as a composer. |
have performed many songs
composed by Sudhin Das also,”
Neelima said.

Subsequently singers tended
to sing the same Nazrul Sangeet
in different tunes and Sudhin Das
felt the need to collect and pre-
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serve the original notations from
the records that was released
before 1942/'43, before Nazrul's
illness, either under his direction
or with his permission. Twenty-
five among the 31 books on the
original notations of Nazrul
Sangeet are by Sudhin Das (pub-
lished both from Nazrul Academy
and Nazrul Institute). The 29th
and 31st parts are done by
Neelima; she is now working on
the 32nd edition.

Sudhin Das is a member of the

g | was 45Nazmul "Sangeet Promanikeren -
Bodrd', Nazrul Institate "(from. ",

1985 to the present). Eminent
artiste Laila Arjumand Banu was
the first president of the board,
which works to ensure the
authenticity of the notations of
Nazrul Sangeet. Sudhin Das also
teaches Nazrul sangeet to the
young artistes of the institute.
Neelima Das is now teaching at
several renowned institutes such
as Sangeet Bhaban, Sursaptak
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and Agni Beena. They are also
involved in directing several
musical programmes on Nazrul
SangeetondifferentTV channels.

“The young students want to
learn Nazrul Sangeet accurately;
it is our responsibility to help
them. There are many young
talents, but our media seems to
highlight only the established
ones. If this tendency does not
change, how would the young
singers demonstrate their tal-
ents?” asks Sudhin Das,

About Sudhin, Neelima said, “I

am proud to be his companion.

He was my guru and I am still
learning from him.”

Sudhin Das’ response was,
“Now, perhaps many don't know
who Neelima is but she is one of
the most talented artistes in the
country. In the '50s, people knew
herbetter than me as an artiste.”

Music means everything to this
exponent-duo and they want to
continue this journey tilldeath.
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Tracing the track of the comet

Documentary on Kazi Nazrul Islam screened
by Indian High Commission

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

-------------------------------------------------

The Indian High Commission in
Dhaka screened a documentary,
Kazi Nazrul Islam: The Rebel Poet,
by Anjan Das on August 23 at the
Indian Cultural Centre in Gulshan.
The documentary, which was
recently released in India by
Indian External Affairs Minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, is produced by
the Public Diplomacy Division,
Ministry of External Affairs of the
Government of India,

Indian High Commissioner
Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty wel-
comed the audience that included
eminent cultural personalities of
Bangladesh. "There is not much to
say about the poet, specially in
Bangladesh and India as Nazrul is
an integral part of our culture. On a
personal note, he represents the
finest and the mostsublime expres-
sionof humanismtome, " he said.

The 40-minute documentary
tries to trace the path of this blaz-
ing comet, a Dhumketu as
Rabindranath Tagore called him,
across the literary firmament of
Bengal. Starting from the socio-
political context of the time where
Nazrul emerged as the Rebel Poet,
the documentary explores the
nature of Nazrul'srebellion.

With a humble background
from a village named Churulia in
Burdwan of West Bengal where a
poverty-stricken life christened
him with the name Dukhu Mia
(the sorrowful one), Nazrul's life is
as diverse as his works. Nazrul's
literary rebellion was a clear
departure from the dominant
grandeur of Tagore's poetry and
also from Gandhian Pacifism. His
poems and works reflect his social-
istic concerns, revolutionary
thoughts as well as the passionate
expression of love, parting, devo-

tion and spiritualism. Anpther

significant characteristic of
Nazrul's writings is his strong
flavour of equality--whether reli-
gious, gender or socio-economic;
and secularism are also focused in
the documentary.

The documentary also takes
into account the poet's personal
life, including his life in military
service, receiving a jail term and a
ban on many of his works, his

inter-religious marriage with Anindita were interviewed on the withthe documentary.
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Prameela Sengupta, the death of
his beloved son Arindam Khalid
(Bulbul), achievements and the
most tragic incident, his loss of the
power of speech at the age of 43.
Bengali Nobel Laureate Amartya
Sen, eminent Nazrul Sangeet
exponent Deepali Nag, and
Nazrul's daughter-in-law Kalyani
Kazi, and granddaughter Kazi
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poet. © The documentary ended

with an account of his death in
Dhaka in 1976. An audio CD fea-
turing Nazrul songs and poems by
artistes like Feroza Begum,
Suprava Sarker, Asha Bhonsle,
Satinath Mukherjee, Anup Jalota,
Mohammad Rafi, Kazi Sabyasachi,
Kazi Aniruddha and Kazi Nazrul
Islam himself was also provided

The documentary screening
was complemented by the perfor-
mance of eminent Nazrul sangeet
artiste Khairul Anam Shakil. The
artiste rendered several songs
from different sub-genres includ-
ing Nohe nohe priyo e noi ankhijal,
Kano diley e kanta jodi go kushum
diley, Boshia bijoney kano aka
mone, Ma go chinmoyee rup dhorey

I o SR

.
- il

Dolon Chanpa
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