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Most hospitals, clinics
in city skip waste
management

HELEMUL ALAM

Most of the hospitals, clinics, nurs-
ing homes and dental clinics in the
capital slip through the medical
waste management net, posing a
serious health hazard to residents,
hospital staff and scavengers.

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) began the medical waste
management with the help of
Prism Bangladesh in July 2005 and
has so far succeeded to cover 272
hospitals, clinics and diagnostic
centres. But the move is not suffi-
cient enough as it can cover up to
20 percent of medical waste pro-
duced in the capital

According to the Health
Directorate, there were 437 regis-
tered clinics in the capital and
1,971 others elsewhere in the coun-
try till April this year. Besides, there
are also 4,245 diagnostic centres

and dental clinics in the country, of
which 817 are in Dhaka.

"We've succeeded to collect
around 20 percent of hazardous
waste so far bringing 272 hospitals,
clinics and diagnostic centres
under our network,"” said
Khandaker Anisur Rahman, execu.-
tive director of Prism Bangladesh, a
private organisation working for
management of medical waste.

"The success is not so high as 17
government hospitals in the city
generating most of the waste are
still out of our management,” he
said. Nine of these hospitals are
large and major sources of medical
waste, headded.

Each bed of a clinic or hospital
produces on an average 1-1.9
kilogram of waste every day. Of the
total waste, only 10-15 percent is
hazardous. But the entire waste
turns unsafe due to lack of man-

agement, said Tarig Bin Yousuf,
project director of DCC landfill
improvement project.

Around 1,000 government and
private hospitals, clinics and diag-
nostic centres produce over 200
tonnes of waste every day. Around
30 tonnes of the waste is hazardous
and may cause HIV/AIDS infec-
tion, Hepatitis B, dysentery, diar-
rhoea, malaria, scabies, skin ail-
ments and other diseases, Yousuf
said.

The waste includes infectious
pathogens in such concentrations
that exposure to those could result
in diseases, he added. Besides,
blood, body fluids, tissues, organs,
body parts, hazardous pharmaceu-
tical and chemical waste are there.

Sharps needles, blades,
syringes, scalpels, saws, broken
glass, nails and many items could
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ACC chzefasks youths National Labour Committee Kuwait, where at least 310 working with the US military ille- SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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AUG 21 ATTACKS
Zillur demands
neutral probe

UNB, Dhaka

Acting Awamli League President
Zillur Rahman yesterday
demanded trial of those who were
behind the killing of his wife Ivy
Rahman, slain chief of Mohila
Awami League, and others in the
August 21 grenade attack four years
ago.

“Itis clear that the BNP-led four-
party alliance government was
behind the deadly grenade attack.
We want the caretaker government
to unearth the real culprits through
neutral investigation and bring
them to trial,” he said.

Zillur was talking to journalists

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

TECHNICAL GLITCHES
lTongi B0MW
power plant
shut down

UNB, Dhaka

The 80-MW Tongi peaking power
plant was shut down yesterday due
toaleakage inits cooling system.

Power Development Board
(PDB) officials said operation of the
power generation unit was halted
at 5:35am after a leakage was spot-
ted in the cooling system.

The officials, however, could not
say how long it would take to fix the
problem.

PDB control room officials said
the country experienced about
1,000 MW of power cut during peak
hours yesterday, a public holiday on
the occasion of Janmastami, a reli-
gious festival of Hindu community.

The PDB and independent
power producers (IPPs) together
generated about 3,300 MW yester-
dayagainstademand of 4,350 MW.

Wage war against
corruption

Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh (IEB) auditorium in

the city.
Over 1,200 members from 147
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Numerous banners are hung over Green Road in the capital in a bid to lure students to coaching centres.
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WOES OF FOREIGN WORKERS IN KUWAIT

Hundreds of thousands get
half the promised wages

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hundreds of thousands of foreign
guest workers including 2.40 lakh
Bangladeshis in Kuwait are forced
to continue jobs for half the wages
their contracts pledge, says a US-
based worker rights watchdog
report,

proper wages are beaten and
threatened with arrest and depor-
tation. They are housed in squalid,
overcrowded dorms with eight
workers sharing a 10-by-10-foot
room, sleeping on narrow, double-
level metal bunkbeds,” itreads.
The NLC report also mentions
Catnp Arifjan, a US military base in

an hour. It means they are being
deprived of up to 84 percent of the
90-cent-an-hour wage they were
pledged.

In the first seven months of this
year, the Bangladeshi workers at
the US base were not paid over
$250,000 of their wages, it said,
adding that the Kuwaifi companies

BSF kills two
Bangladeshis

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sarkhira

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)

last night

gunned down two

Bangladeshi cattle traders at a
bordering village in 24 Parganas
districtof West Bengal inIndia.

The incident took place at
Syedpur village under Basirhat
Police station, opposite Bhatshala

border in Debhata upazila of

Satkhira.

Of the victims, one was identi-
fied as Zakir Hossain, 28, of village
Sekendrd in Debhata updzila while |

° _

The Hindus yesterday celebrated Cras I I kllls 7 1 Ta.llban mllltants N
Janmashtami, a religious festival ’ @ W
marking the birth of Lord Krishna, | AFp, Bishkek Prime Minister Igor Chudinov Offer truce 111 z: E l I i c ©
across the country amid festivity said there were 15 foreigners :
and religious fervour. A passenger plane crashed shortly among the 83 passengers of the Pa-k trlba-l dIea 4

On the occasion, religious | after take-off from the Kyrgyzstan plane that also had a seven- | AFP, Khar
organisations of the Hindus | capital of Bishkek yesterday, claim- member crew, the Interfax news ey o

arranged various programmes
including prayers to Krishna, puja,
discussion, padabali kirtan, Geeta
Jaggyam (special prayers), devo-
tional songs in praise of Krishna,
drama and cultural functions at
different temples.

President lajuddin Ahmed and
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
greeted the occasion with separate
messages issued on the eve of
Janmashtami.

President Iajuddin and his wife
Anwara Begum exchanged greet-
ings with the members of the
Hindu community at the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

ing the lives of 71 people onboard,
the health ministry said.

The Boeing-737 operated by
Kyrgyz air company Itek Air was en
route to Iran when it went down
near Bishkek's Manas airport, the
civil aviation ministry.

"According to new information,
there are 71 dead,” health ministry
spokeswoman Yelena Bayalinova
told AFP. She had earlier given a toll
of87 dead.

"There are currently 15 injured
at Bishkek hospital including two
who are in intensive care,” said
Bayalinova. "More injured are
beingtaken to hospital.”

agency reported.

Among the foreigners were
[ranian, Turkish, Chinese and
Canadiannationals, he said.

Rescue teams and firefighters
were dispatched to the site of the
crash a few kilometres from the
airport where the plane was
engulfed in fire, officials said.

US military officials at a nearby
base sent firefighters and medical staff
to the scene, said Aygul
Karemshakova, a press spokes-
woman forthe US base in Kyrgyzstan.

The civil aviation ministry
earlier said at least 34 people had
survived the crash.

Taliban militants in a troubled
Pakistani tribal region near the
Afghan border yesterday offered a
unilateral ceasefire as a two-week-
old military operation left some
500 people dead, a spokesman
said.

"We have directed our militants
to stop attacks against the govern-
ment and security forces in Bajaur
from today," Maulvi Omar, spokes-
man for the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (Taliban Movement), told
AFP.

The decision has been taken
following talks wath tribal elders, he

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Workers block
highway to
protest outage
in Narsingdi

UNB, Narsingdi

Traffic movement on Dhaka-Sylhet
highway was disrupted for about
two and half hours as jute and
textile mill workers put up block-
ade on the highway yesterday
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morning protesting frequent
power cutin factories.

Sources said hundreds of work-
ers took to the street at about
8:00am and put up blockade on the
road protesting frequent power
outage that disrupted production
intheirfactories,

The agitating workers with-
drew blockade at about 10:30am
after Deputy Commissioner
Jillar Rahman assured them of
taking necessary steps in this
regard. k
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PHOTO: FOCUS BANGLA

Power loom workers blockade Chouala office of Narsingdi Palli Bidyut Samity-2 and barricade Dhaka-Sylhet high-
way yesterday demanding uninterrupted power supply.
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