Women die after being tortured by their hus-

bands, this is common news in our daily news-

papers. A lot of programmes have been
arranged including processions to remove
dowry from society. Some of those who lead
these processions themselves claim money

from the bride's family when it comes to their
son's marriage.

But what will the poor do? The curse has to
be eliminated from society by changing the
mindsetof the young generation.

Rakibul Islam, BBA, IUC

Global warming
Global warming is one of the most
talked about topics in the world
today. The activities that are
responsible for global warming
include burning of fossil fuel which
contains different gases that are
acting in Greenhouse effects,
demolition of forest areas that have
an active role in the regulation of
global temperature. It will be very
dangerous forallliving beings.
Verily, global warming is a sen-
ous threat not only to Bangladesh,
but also to the whole world and we
must combatit collectively.
AKM Emdadul Haque
Hashuary, Ashujia
Kendua, Netrakona

Russia-Georgia contlict

New seven

wonders

We have two places of our country
in the list of new seven wonders.
Unfortunately, “The Sundarbans”
has not been officially supported,
which may result in its elimination
from the preliminary round.

Being one of the widely read
dailies of this country, I would
request DS to highlight this area
and encourage our tourism
organisations to adopt measures

to support "The Sundarbans”
officially.

ZiaUddin Ahmed

Shaymoli

Dhaka

5\lf;h:unuuh Russia swned the ceasefire agreement with Ge eorgia
to stop hOb[]llULb in the Caucasus, but peace seems to be an
elusive proposition in the region. Russia's aggression contin-

ues, despite the West's call,

The UN should make some sincere efforts to stop Russia
from pursuing its aggressive policy and bring back peace.

Bilkis Rahman

Political Science
Gout. HSS College
f‘»fagum
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Mayor's

accountability

I have watched the recently held
city corporation elections in four
cities with great enthusiasm. I
noticed what each and every can-
didate said about their objectives.
BBC and BTV also organised a live
debate show allowing all the candi-
dates to mingle with the audience
of every profession to answer their
questions.

I was much surprised to see
when the candidates were asked
whether they would resign if they
fail to perform the duties as mayor,
all the candidates willingly and
unhesitatingly said that they would
surely resign.

We know from the past that our
politicians never resign willingly
no matter how much they have
failed. I expected a more solid
answer from the candidates, espe-
cially the candidates who have
been elected as mayor.

If there is no accountability for
the mayor then surely the mayor
will find excuses in order to stay
away from resigning.

Accountability has to be there
for the mayor so that the mayor will
think twice about what he prom-
ises to people. The best way to
achieve accountability is to have a
separate constitution for all the
city corporations. And within the
constitution there will be clauses
about the accountability of the
mayor.

MinhajAhmed
Uttara, Dhaka

Cox's Bazar

Once again, I visited Cox's Bazar
accompanied by a few friends. I
explore a lot of things during my
every new journey to Cox's Bazar. It
gives me a lot of pleasure and
amusement.

Having such a kind of a placein
the countryis a matter of pride. As a
Bangladeshi, I feel so.

If we observe the countries like
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia,
the Maldives, Thailand and even
India, we will see that they lay a lot
of emphasis on tourism. We should
learn from them.

Aiman Bin Shaofiqul Hamid
(Jasim)

Dept. of English

International Islamic University
Chittagong (11UC)

Musharraf's

resignation

Pakistanis have got such a short
memory! They have forgotten all
the past records of Asif Zardari and
Nawaz Sharif. It took Mahatir
Muhammad over 23 years to set
Malaysia straight. And he did that
despite being highly unpopular. We
must understand that we as a
nation are too naive to understand
the complexities of the affairs of the
state.

To err is human and Musharraf
was no exception but I would still
maintain that he was far better
than the criminals who rule us now.
May God save Pakistan!
S.M.Nabeel Imtiaz
[slamabad, Pakistan
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DU students' woes

I would like to request you to report
on the sanitation problem of the
halls of Dhaka University. The
bathrooms are very small in size.
Used water can't pass through the
narrow outlets. Another problem
of Dhaka University is communi-
cation. Only a few buses transport
the students from different places.
The number of studentsis increas-
ing day by day but the number of
buses is decreasing. The university
authorities do not buy any new bus
though they earn a lot of money
every year from the students as
transportation fee. I don't under-
stand what is the use of the money
which they receive from the newly
admitted students as transporta-
tion fee. They can buy at least two
or three buses every year to lessen
the sufferings of the students. But
the authorities don't pay any atten-

tion to the matter. The buses which
are running at the moment are
not in good condition. So the
students have to suffer,

The university authorities
should not ignore the issue any
longer.

Kabir
Public Administration
Department, DU

Clean and competent

candidates

Thanks to Mr. Nurul Haque for his
post editorial article on the above
subject. In this connection | have a
question, and I am also curious to
know how one would ensure that a
candidate meets those two basic
criteria. Are the existing laws not
sufficient to leave the dishonest
(difficult to measure) candidates
out before putting their names on
the ballot? Without raising further
issues on this, I would urge the
informed readers to kindly suggest
the names of ten most honest and
competent persons who are quali-
fied to contest the election. Iwish, I
am wrong, but I can assure you that
the listed persons would not get
pass marks, fixa pass mark, if prop-
erly screened out without fear or
favour by the media with full trans-
parency. Let us try this exercise and
then see whatis the result.

The powerful EC is making laws
to determine the eligibility of the
public servants to contest election.
Here is my question: what about
the advisers and special assistants,
will they be allowed to participate
in the coming election? The ques-
tion is arising in our mind because
some of the advisers are behaving
like future politicians!

Areader
On e-mail

Road accidents

We cannot accept premature
deaths caused by accidents. Road
crashes are a regular phenomena
in the highways and cities. Every
year accidents take hundreds of
lives and leave thousand of others
deformed or disabled. The indirect
effect of the invisible monster is the
downfall and untold sufferings of
hundreds of thousands of other
people who are family members of
those victims. But why this unin-
tended holocaust?

A number of factors are respon-
sible for the mishaps including the
recklessness of drivers, drivers
working over long a time at a
stretch, the bad conditions of the
roads and most importantly, the
maddening race among the driv-
ers. To eliminate the problem, or at
least to lessen it to a minimum
level, effective measures must be
taken.

Md.Shobuj Chowdhury
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural
University, Dhaka

National Mourning
Day

Khandaker Delwar Hossain,
BNP(Khaleda) Secretary General,
while talking to newsmen on the
eve of observing National
Mourning Day demanded that
Ziaur Rahman's death anniversary
be also declared what he called
“national mourning day". This
meant that the BNP supporters
want to welgh Ziaur Rahman on
the same scale with Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father
of the nation, The amount of indi-
vidual contribution to the war of
liberation varies from person to
person. Our liberation war did not
start on a single day all of a sudden
on 26 March 1971,

It started in 1952 through the
Language Movement. So, there
were many contributors from
among politicians, intellectuals,
writers, teachers, students and
judges. Maulana Abdul Hamid
Khan Bhashani bade farewell to
Pakistani rulers long before March
26,

It was Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who with the
help of seven crore people brought
the climax and declared our inde-
pendence. General Ziaur Rahman
joined the liberation war from the
day of climax. Before that he was a
junior military officer in the
Pakistani Army.
divided the war front into 11 sec-
tors and Ziaur Rahman was posted
as one of the Sector Commanders.

The Bangladesh government in
exile returned to the liberated soil
and started functioning. The new
government rewarded Ziaur
Rahman for his contribution and
elevated him to the position of
deputy commander in chief of the
newly formed Bangladesh Army
i.e. second to the then Col.
Shafiullah. There were 9 other
sector commanders who were
recognised and rewarded for their
contributions.

Ziaur Rahman came to the
limelight of Bangladesh politics
after the brutal killing of the father
of the nation on 15th August 1975.
There were many stories of Zia's
rise which are known to everyone.
The coup plotters, failing to run
the country, installed Gen. Ziaur
Rahman as Martial Law

Col. Osmani

Administrator., And this is the

beginning of his carrier as politi-
clan.

If Bangladesh is to declare his
death anniversary as national
mourning day and national holi-
day, there are many of his col-
leagues who deserve the same
rights and privileges from the state.
ShafiqulIslam
On‘e-mail

Athletics in
Bangladesh

So it is another summer Olympics
capturing the dreams of the world,
and we watched China and the
USA fighting for supremacy. Korea,
Japan and other countries also had
medal hauls, so what aboutus?Itis
taken for granted that we will never
get a medal in the Olympics, and
for good reason at that. The
Olympic disciplines are mostly
ignored in our country. I study in a
school famous for its soccer, and
it's soccer only. Even though I am
not bad in that sport, I would have
really liked to train in sports like
swimming, gymnastics or pole-
vaulting, but that will never be
possible!

Jayeed Naseeree

Grade 11

The Aga Khan School, Dhaka

Foreign currency

exchange rates

I was wondering why there is so
much difference between selling
and buying foreign currencies in
banksin Bangladesh.

The difference is more than 5
(five) percent for most of the for-
eign currencies. For example, if
youwantto sell a Euro you get Taka
98.00 and if you want to buy a Euro
you pay Tk.103.00 plus service
charges. Similarly, there are big
differences between selling and
buying British Pound or US Dollar.
In the past, the difference between
selling and buying foreign curren-
cies used to be 1 (one) percent only.
I believe in most countries the
difference is still around one or two
percent.

[ do not know if due to the open
market policy Bangladesh Bank
has the right to interfere and set the
selling and buying rates of foreign
currencies, but I am sure banks
and foreign exchange dealers are
having great days in foreign cur-
rency dealings. The present big
difference in foreign exchange
dealings also encourages peopleto
go to the secondary market for
better price.

Can Bangladesh Bank do any-
thing about this for the sake of
wage earners and travellers?
Ziauddin Ahmed
One-mail

Political intelligence

office

Thanks to the DS for the editorial
today on the above subject, The
politicians have already expressed
their apprehension about this new
undemocratic step. Those who
would support the move, at least,
do not believe in political freedom
and are opposed to democratic
values. These are some of the exam-
ples by which the government is
determined to achieve thelr origi
nal idea of guided politicisation of
the country. One would not be
surprised to see how a group of
civil society members and some
known political faces are defend-
ing the step. Just add one more
news item with it. The EC has asked
the intelligence agency and the
NBR to check the fact sheets of the
elected candidates of the last 13
local council elections. This is
another example of deliberate
mismanagement of the election
procedures, and puts the burden
on the shoulder of the judiciary to
give the final verdict. One organisa-
tion, a NGO or civil society cadre, |
do not know, had been campaign-
ing to initiate such action by the
EC. The question is, why these
groups and the EC did not com-
plete this clean up process before
putting theirnames on the ballot?

The mindset of the government
is difficult to understand. They are
publicly saying that they would
deliver democratic order, but on
the other hand, are encouraging
undemocratic steps, Healthy
democratic environment ensures
that the public servants are con-
trolled and guided by the political
system and the politicians. In
reality, we can see just the oppo-
site. The government is definitely
losing public trust regarding their
promise to hold general election by
December 2008. The EC is emerg-
Ing to be the main visible player to
destabilise the present peaceful
atmosphere in the country. The EC'
s move to run after the officially
elected candidates in the Jast LC
election are nothing but an act of
provocation to destabilize the
present situation and create a
blame game either to stop the
general election or to stage a fully
guided election with party and
candidates oftheir choice.

We hind little time is left to organ-

ise a creditable general election in

. December. 2008, _but _there are

enough scopes to create political
commotion making the general
election uncertain, putting the
blame on the politicians as usual. It
is difficult to find any positive
aspects in governance. They are
taking full advantage of the state of
emergency. This prolonged state of
emergency has undermined the
followings, and added few vegeta-
tive aspects to politics

a. The normal laws of the land
have been undermined in spirit
and application.

b.Thescopeand functions of the
caretaker government have been
changed making the system redun-
dantin future.

c. The prolonged use of the state
of emergency has challenged the
justification of the state of emer-
gency as envisaged in the constitu-
tion.

d. Political perversion has been
strengthened.

e. External interference in our
internal matters has been encour-
aged.

f. Laws have been promulgated
without reference to public benefit,
but to suit the requirement of the
un-elected governmentto govern.

g. The judiciary has been made
controversial by prolonged state of
emergency and easylaw making.
Areader
On e-mail

Workers' interests

The Daily Star published in the last
page on August 19, "Bangladeshi
workers protest again in Kuwait".
Afterreading thereport 1found out

Ex1t ofa General

He was certainly the most powerful man in
South East Asia. With blessings from the West
and the armed forces of Pakistan, he held his
post quite strongly. Yes, I am talking about
General Pervez Musharraf. The general, who
survived many attacks on him over the past
couple of years, could not survive this attack

on his position by 'democracy’. Perhaps,
Billawal Bhutto's strong words "Democracy is
the best revenge” carried the essence of a 'to-
be' politician. General Musharraf is said to be
the most popular man in Washington and
New Delhi. However, he was the most hated
and unpopular President of Pakistan. He had
friends all over the world and foes all across
Pakistan. He was the most trusted partner of
President Bush's war on terror but again he
was the least trusted man in Pakistan's
Presidential office. He tried too many things
to grasp power but he failed to do anything to
have somelove from the people of Pakistan.
The decision to support the USA blindly
and do anything Washington ordered went
pretty much against the sentiments of the
people of Pakistan. The attack on the Judiciary
and the removal of the then Chief Justice was

the beginning of the end for General
Musharraf. The brutal attack on Red Mosque,
which angered the pro-Taliban section of
people, was something he could haye
avoided. The last blow on the president was
the assassination of Benazir Bhutto. He failed
to prove himself clean on the issue of attack
on Ms. Bhutto.

Mr. Musharraf tried his level best to per-
suade Washington and the Pakistan Army to
do whatever they could to save his back. But,
all went in vain an« on August 18, 2008 his
chapter of ruling Pakistan became history.
The man who forced all his predecessors to go
into exile is now on the run and looking for a
safe haven to spend the rest of his life. This is
what karma means, "What goes around
always comes around”.

This episode of General Musharraf's mili-
tary rule in Pakistan leaves us (people of
Bangladesh) to learn one very important
lesson:

Coming to power with the help of ballot is
more fruitful than using bullet for this pur-
pose.

ArafatIslam
Dallas, USA

Those who are laughing at the ouster of
Pervez Musharraf with joy both in and outside
Pakistan must be living in a fool's paradise.
The episode is not yet over. There are other
mighty dictators in the “metamorphism” of
democracy in that country who are vying for
power and waiting for the opportumty to
come out in their original form. There are
already signs of discord in the ranks and files
of the coalition government. One faction is
vying for installation of family dynasty in the
country which is bound to be opposed tooth
and nail by the other parties. The coalition
government could not yetdecide on selection
of the next president and the judges of the
Supreme Court and serious rift over the
choices islikely to emerge any time now.

Therefore, it is too premature to celebrate
the exit of one “dictator” while other aspirant
“dictators” arewaiting in the queue!
Mohammad Ataul Hoque

On e-mail

how the BANGLADESHI workers
are deprived. We should support
them and give positive vibes so that
the world can know we are
Protesting for our Rights, not for
FUN.

There are so many issues in the
Middle East that relate to workers
and their rnights, especially pay
benefits, working hours, leave etc
thatare inhumane.

Please select the headings to
serve the interests of our people.
Aloyal reader
On e-mail

Western media and
South Ossetia

On August 8 we saw Georgia's pro-
west President Saakashvili's mis-
adventure in South Ossetia. But
western media like CNN, BBC, AFP,
AP etc. had launched a vigorous
media propaganda from which one
can conclude that it was Russia
who first attacked Georgia. And
they also portrayed Saakashviliasa
hero who immediately wanted a
ceasefire (only after his US trained
army got a heavy beating by
Russian's military). Among the
number of conflicting interests,
one is that Russia won't allow a
NATO member at its doorstep and
western powers need Georgia to
extract energy from that region
through the Black Sea. Through
western media bias we the general
readers, listeners or viewers get
confused and fail to learn what
actually happened.

We hope that our media will
maintain neutrality and deliver the
news with headlines after analys-
ingit properlywhen they getitfrom
different sources.

Muktadir Hussain Chowdhury
Uttara, Dhaka

Publishers

I refer to the Op-Ed article (18 Aug)
and agree with the writer entirely. I
myself am a writer (In English) of
many original scientific and other
books (including poetry). As it was
not possible to find a reputable
publisher in UK (You need literary
agent here to accept and then push
your books for publication), I fell
into the clutches of ‘vanity publish-
ers' about 25 years ago who pub-
lished one of my books here. The
vanity publishers are so called
because the whole cost of printing,
publishing and distribution etc is
borne by the author and the pub-
lishers have nothing to lose
whether any book is sold ornot. As
a matter of fact their main income
consists of selling the book back to
the author at a discounted price!
These publishers are also well
known to the critics and no book
published by them are reviewed in
any literary journal. So I gathered
much painful expenience and then
set up my own publishing firm and
website(www.oaktownpublicayio
ns.com) to publish my own rather
esoteric books( known as self pub-
lishing as opposed to vanity pub-
lishing), which are not in great
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public demand anyway.

After retiring from British Civil
Service | set up a modest flat in
Dhaka a few years ago for regular
visits and aspirations to publish
some of my books there. After
getting in touch with some pub-
lishers in Dhaka to my amazement
I found that all those that I con-
tacted will be termed as 'vanity
publishers’ in UK as they have no
investment of their own money for
the books published or for a new
and unknown author, or proper
marketing and distribution mech-
anisms. In other words there is no
risk or effort taken by any publisher
to assess a book, or to support or
establish any young ( or previously
unknown) writer. Once a writer
establishes himself/herself by
his/her own efforts and expendi-
ture, then publisher's mercenary
instincts will take over for that
writer or book!

So as I had to pay for the whole
process [ have set up a Publishing
House myselfin Dhaka aswell.

Such a state of affairs cannot be
good for the country. Publishing
houses must be prepared to risk
their money and reputation to
sponsor young and unknown
talented authors by paying them
advances and publishing and
marketing their work.

Perhaps there are such proper
publishers in Bangladesh. However
[ have not come across them.
Engineer ShafiAhmed
London, UK

Childhood experience

Childhood experience plays a
major role in shaping a person's
character. It has its imprints on
the whole life. I have read an arti-
cle in which it has been disclosed
that from womb to five years of
ageisveryimportant.

What we hear in childhood,
however trifle it may seem, it fol-
lows us all through
was a little girl, I heard that if you
see a solitary sparrow it was
unlucky. The saying goes
"One for sorrow, two for joy. three
forletters, four for guests”

[t seems meaningless, still when
Igo out and see a single bird I feel
uneasy and search for another
one. If I do not find another bird!
become disappointed! 5
NurJahan ¥
Chittagong |
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