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Thakurgaon, Panchagarh
AL leaders eager to contest
upazila polls

Panchagarh AL President Nurul Islam claims they will win if election held

A CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Encouraged by the results of

recently held elections in four city
corporations and nine
pourasabhas, grass roots Awami
League (AL) leaders and activists in
Thakurgaon and Panchagarh
districts are now enthusiastic
about participating in the upazila

elections, whenever held.

Although the central AL leader-
ship is still opposing participauon
in the proposed upazila election,
grass roots AL leaders in the two
districts are trying to get party
approval as candidate for upazila
polls.

AL leaders of different upazilas
in the two districts have started
contacting field level party leaders
and activists as partof preparations
for both the upazila and national
elections.

Awami League offices in the
district towns and upazilas now see

lively presence of leaders and
activists who are found discussing
upazila elections and possible
candidates.

“The grass roots leaders and
activists are enthused following the
result of city corporation elections.
They are confident of winning by
the party candidate in upcoming
elections,” said advocate Nurul
Islam Shujan, Panchagarh district
unit president of Awami League,
also general secretary of Supreme
Court Lawyers Association.

Shujan, however, said they want
national election before other polls
'forthe sake of democracy'.

“l am interested to contest the
upazila election in Sadar seat if my
party decides to participate in the
upazila election declared by the
government,” Sadek Quraishy,
general secretary of Thakurgaon
districtunit of Awami League, said.

He, however, said, “National
election should be held by

December this year as per the
roadmap. After holding the upazila
elections, there will be too short
time for holding national elec-
tions.

During a recent visit to Haripur
upazila in Thakurgaon district, this
correspondent saw upazila Awami
League President AKM Shamim
Ferdous meeting party men in
remote areas as part of preparation
for the upazila election.

“I have made all out preparation
to contest the coming upazila elec-
tion if our party allows,” he said.

Tauhidul Islam, general secre-
tary of Atwary upazila unit Awami
League in Panchagarh, said, "We
have started communicating with
grass roots activists and we are very
confident of winning in the upazila
election if our party decides (o
participate.”

After allowing indoor politics,
party leaders and activists have
observed all the programmes

declared by the AL central commit-
ee.

Awami League and its front
organisations also separately held
extended meetings of their district
committees in the presence of
central leaders.

The leaders and activists are
highly confident of winning maxi-
mum seats in these districts if the
party decides to participate in the
upazila election.

On the other hand, activists of
AL's major political opponent BNP,
are yet to get enough motivation as
their party leaders have remained
virtually inactive even after the
withdrawal of ban on indoor poli-
tics several weeks ago.

Traditionally the northern
districts are regarded as stronghold
of Awami League that have been
enjoying support of pro-Liberation
and progressive forces, minority
communities and indigenous
people.
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32 held while
crossing border

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) arrested 32
people including women and chil-
dren from Gazipur border in Satkhira
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The sunken barge was however

'salvaged 'this morning by Agani

Prahari, a rescue ship of Mongla
Port Authority (MPA).

Owner of the barge Md.
Wahiduzzaman said that his
employees worked tirelessly to
pump out water from the barge.

The crew said the fertilisers
were being taken to Noapara
warehouse in Abhoynagar upazila
ofJessore district.

The water-soaked fertilizer

Vow to resist
acid violence
in Satkhira

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

It was a unique event for the people
of remote Dhalbaria union in
Kaligan) upazila where about 400
people including local government
leaders at a meeting yesterday
vowed to fight against acid vio-
lence.

They also decided to launch a
campaign to create awareness
among rural people against the
curse,

The meeting, jointly organised
by Action Aid and local NGO
Sodesh, was held at Dhalbaria
Union Parishad (UP) auditorium
with UP member Ashraf Hossain in
the chair.

Local elite including school and
madrasa teachers attended the
programme,

Speakers at the meeting said
acid violence is the worst form of
violence against women, which
hastobestopped completely.

They also demanded stringent
laws and harder punishment for
perpetrators and suggested joint
efforts by all in society to stand by
victims to rehabilitate them in
society.

AUG 17 KHULNA BLASTS

11 of 17 JMB
men yet to be

police stations to court on
November 8 in 2005 and another
case with Batiaghata Police
Stations on November 17 the same
year naming 17 JMB cadres as
accused.

The eleven absconding accused
are Asadul Islam, Tanvir Hossain,
Abu Hanif, Feroze, Saiful Islam,
Mahfuz Hossain, Mohammed
Musa, Shabbir, Shakib, Abdullah
and Mamun.

Trial of the bomb blast case in
Batiaghata Police Station began in
February 7 this year in the Special
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PHOTO FOCUS BANGLA

Cox's Bazar sea beach sees lively presence of travellers as people throng there even during the monsoon to have a
respite from the hustle and bustle of day-to-day life. The photo was taken yesterday.

asked the term-expired UP chair-
men and members to continue
their official, activities until.and

directives for holding UP elections

from the Election Commission in
Dhaka. - - -

of UP elections might come after

holding of upazila and parliamen-

taryelections.™ 2
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Hold polls to 524 UPs in
8 northern districts

Bangladesh Union Parishad Forum demands

arreStEd OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari unless fresh elections are held. Lalmonirhat district election
| - There are 534 UPs in Rangpur, officer Mir Md Shahjahan said they
| » : x STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna Bangladesh Union Parishad Forum  Dinajpur, Gaibandha, Kurigram, are now busy in holding the
Chlld dles for (BUPF) has demanded election in Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari, upcoming upazila and
I ar e Wl ure a [aw enforcers have failed to | 524 Union Parishads (UPs) in eight Thakurgaon and Panchagarh parliamentry elections scheduled |
'W-ron ' arrested 11 of 17 charge-sheeted | northern districts whose tenure districts. to be completed by December. |
| g JMB militants in four separate | expired much earlier, Elections were held in 524 UPs Nilphamari district election  J
|_ ° . cases of August 17 serial bomb BUPF central committée vice between January 25 and March 16  officer Sakander Ali expressed his |
& treatment, blasts of 2005. president Ataharul Islam Bulbul In 2003. Their five-year term ignorance about holding UP elec-
: C a S IZ e S 1 l I as S l I r Four are in Khulna district jail told this correspondent yesterday  expired between January to March tionsinnear future.
. quaCk held while two main accused -- Shaikh | the forum leaders urged the CEC thisyear. On contact, the president of
: Rra Abdur Rahman and Siddiqul Islam | © ]ht::lld local gnv;:rnment polls Of these, terms of 81 out of 83  Nilphaman district unit of BUPE
; UR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah Y y y alias Bangla Bhai -- were hange including upazila electionsimme-  UPs expired in Rangpur, 99 out of Shajahan Chowdhury said people
| ConSlgnment nOt Salvaged tlll yesrerday evenlng March 3EJ|35[ year as theyg ::rz diately for smooth development 101 UPs expired iEPDinajpur. 80 gavje us five years'rrnandal:e. En
- A child died dléf;l 14;;;!10[:0(:1 wrong convicted in murder case. in the areas as well as strengthen- out of 82 UPs expired in expiry of the term, UP leaders lose
treatment at Shailkupa town in | o ) : a , < _ o Rirmi : MB cadres launched seri inglocal governmentinstitutions.  Gaibandha, 72 out of 73 UPs their rights to run local govern-
Jhenidah districton Friday. ‘ STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna ab{}}}lt}l‘k “:"“ core. iy fey st ﬂzﬁzz ﬂ::utl)mmftlail::; czlflﬁ‘i?i bur]nb blasts on August 17 in 23;’; Five-year term of the 524 UPs  expired in Kurigram, 40 out of 42 mentbodies, hesaid. :
' Saiful Islam of Kabirpur village in ; _ 1 1Ued. COIAIER SR S : : - in 14 spots under Khulna Sadar expired several months ago affect-  UPs expired in Lalmonirhat, 59 out The president of Gaibandha
. Shailkupa upazila took his one-year- A barge carrying 475 tonnes of  bags was imported by Bangladesh ~ sources said. Sonadangka P VTt ulicé ing local development, UP sources  of 60 UPs expired in Nilphamari. unit of BUPE Mozammel Haque is
. old daughter Jharna to Dinabandhu | urea capsized in Passur in the Chemical Industries Corporation The consignment was dam- ERr LA Ehe melm%ulil:fn city said. But the UP leaders are still Terms of all 51 UPs and 42 UPs of the opinion to hold election to
3 ll:’r?dnd[aﬂr%;%uba;;;:;i-}z:lt?gafgrtreat~ early hours of yesterday, partially  (BCCI) from China. aged as the‘ barge fjevelnped and Batiaghata upazila in Khulna conducting their activities as per expired in Thakurgaon and local government bodies’ without
3 > After Dinabandhu pli‘iht.:'d four | damaging the consignment worth The accident occurred atabout ~ cracksinhaulin the accident. district. directives of the Ministry of Local Panchagarhdistrictsrespectively. furtherdelay.
1 ~ Aft JE T The barge loaded the fertiliser Dol el vtedor oh Aot et Gnvemmem.ﬁuraj Development ~ When cunt_acted, Kurigram Rangpur regional office deputy
o injections to make Jharna sense ’ Pyeee b €S 1N | and Cooperatives district election officer Md election commisssioner Suvash
s less, his compounder conducted an N . from Korean flag bearer MV Doc | bomb attack cases with Khulna The rlsl'nist : di Jilhazuddin said he is yet t ! +  Chandra Sarkar :::lI:h i
: i on S childlahead withi: o A 7 A ey Sadar, Sonadanga and Daulatpur inistry, in an ordinance, n e is yet 1o ge andra Sarkar said the question



