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'Punish Aug 21 masterminds
thru' proper probe’

Rallies held, human chains formed in several dists

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Speakers at rallies in Satkhira,
Rajshahi, Khagrachhari and Barisal
have demanded punishment to
perpetrators and masterminds
behind the August 2lgrenade
attack on an Awami League rally in
2004 in Dhaka

They also demanded action
against officials who tried to divert
the probe during the BNP-Jamaat
government to save the real cul-
prits.

In Satkhira, Jubo League, youth
front of the Awami League (AL),
formed a human chain and held a
rally yesterday demanding arrest
and punishment to the culprits
including the masterminds, reports
our correspondent.

At the rally held at Shaheed Ala
Uddin square, speakers said the
then four-party alliance govern-
ment led by BNP-Jamaat did not
bring the culprits to justice as ele
ments in the alliance were involved

1 more Allaher
Dal militant
arrested in

Gaibandha

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Galbandha

Police arrested an activist of
Islamist militant outfit Allaher Dal
from New Bridge area in
Galbandhatown onThursday,

Arrestee Sultan Mahmud, 28,
son of Enayet Ali of Pepuljor village
under Palashbarl upazila was
arrested while moving suspiciously
near the house of Allaher Dal chief
Matin Mehdi in the area. Matin
Mehdi was arrested in Kurigram
few years back.

Police said thatduring interroga-
tion Sultan Mahmud confessed that
he was earlier arrested in 2006 for
involvement with Islamist militant
activities and released on bail,

Last week, Rapid Action battal-
ion (Rab) arrested three Allaher Dal
militants from Sunderganj Upazila.

ATTACK ON RAB BY ACCUSED
Case filed
against 5, none
arrested

in the incident.

They demanded bringing mas
terminds behind the arttack to
justice and immediate arrest of the
officials who had plotted Joj Mia
drama' to cover up the dreadful
\ncident.

They also demanded formation
of a special inquiry commission for
a fresh probeintoit.

They urged the government to

declare Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibar

Rahman as Fatherofthe Nation.
With Jubo League leader
Khondakar Anif Hasan Prince in
chair, it was addressed by, among
others, former AL lawmaker
Monsur Ahmed and district AL
General Secretary Nazrul Islam.

Rajshahi University (RU) unit of

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
has urged the caretaker govern-
ment to take steps for proper inves-
tigation into the August 21 grenade
attack, reports our RU
Correspondent.

Demanding punishment of the
attackers, BCL RU unit leaders in a
statement on Thursday said the
then BNP-Jamaat coalition govern-

-

ment had created obstruction to
the investigation into the incident.
They warmned of launching a
tougher movement with general
peopleifthe culprits are not punished.
Rajshahi University of
Engineering and Technology unit
of BCL at a rally on the campus
demanded proper investigation
into the August 21 grenade attack
and punishmentof the attackers.
At a discussion held at
Kumarpara office, the city AL lead-
ers demanded punishment of the

attackers and masterminds behind
the incident and compensation to
the victims' family members.

They also held a special prayer
session seeking salvation of the
departed soul$ of party leader Ivy
Rahman and other victims of the

PIPELINE GAS SUPPLY TO SOUTH-WESTERN DISTS
Office opening in Khulna
likely Tuesday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The office of the Sundarban Gas
Distribution Company is expected
to be opened in Khulna city on
August 26 by Dr M Tamim, Special
Assistant to the Chief Adviser.

Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed will preside over a cabinet
meeting here on August 26. The
first ever meeting of advisers willbe
held at Khulna Circuit House.

Opening of the office of Sundarban
Gas Distribution Company is aimed at
monitoring pipeline gas supply to
south-western region of the country,
said secretary general of Greater
Khulna Development Action
Coordination Committee (GKDACC)
SheikhAshrafuzzaman.

The GKDACC leader said that
decision taken by the government

in 1995 to supply gas to Khulna
from Bhola through pipeline is yet
to beimplemented.

Meanwhile, leaders of all politi-
cal parties, professional and socio-
cultural organisations in Khulna in
separate press statements have
urged the government to give top
priority to ensure pipeline gas
supply to south-western region.

“We want a commitment in this
regard from the Chief Adviser Dr
Fakhruddin Ahmed on August 26,
said Mayor-elect Talukder Abdul
Khaleque. Convenor of Khulna city
BNP Shaharuzzaman Martuza,
general secretary of Khulna district
unit of Jatiya Party (Ershad) Shafiqul
[slam Madhu and Khulna city Jamaat
Ameer Mian Golam Parwar and CPB
leader Advocate Firoze Ahmed also
made the same demand.

dreadful attack.

Our Khagrachhari
Correspondent reports: District
Awami League leaders in a meeting
on Thursday demanded proper
investigation into grenade attack
on their party rally on August 21 in
2004 in Dhaka to ensure punish-
ment of the criminals.

Terming Jamaat-e-Islami as
'sponsor’ of all Islamist outfits
involved in killings and terrorist
acts, they demanded a ban on the
politics of the anti-liberation force.

President of Khagrachhari
district Awami League Zatindra Lal
Tripura presided over the protest
meeting held at their party office in
the hill town.

Among others, district AL
Secretary Mohammad Zahedul

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh
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F ¥ SRR o Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) filed a
case with Kotwali police station
Thursday night against five per-
sons in connection with the attack
on a Rab official when he went to
Mymensingh court premises on
Wednesday to arrestan accused.
Deputy Assistant Director (DAD)
of Rab-9 Shah Alam, who was
injured in the attack, filed the case.
The accused are Abdur Razzaq
Fakir, Billal Fakir, Ratan Fikir,
Shaheed Miah and Arshadul, all
hailing from Boro Tarakandi in
[swarganj upazila of the district. But
none could be arrested till filing of
thereportyesterday evening.
OnWednesday, at around noon,
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PHOTO: STAR
Jubo League forms a human chain at Ala Uddin Square in Satkhira town yesterday demanding punishment to the
August 21 grenade attackers.

Alam, Organising Secretary
Mongkaching Chuwr?hury. District
Jubo League Joint Convener
Aungsa Marma, district Chhatra
League President Mongshi Prue
Chowdhury Apu and Secretary
Didarul Alam spoke.

Earlier the party formed a human
chain in the hill town where several
hundred people participated.

Our Barisal Correspondent
adds: Barisal district and city
Awami League held a meeting at

district Bar Association Auditorium
on Thursday afternoon demanding
fair investigation, speedy trial and
punishment of the attackers and
the godfathers behind the August
21 grenade blasts. Acting city AL
President Muhammad Hossain
Chowdhury presided.

DRIVE AGAINST EVE TEASING, DRUG PEDDLING

'Sunsetlaw’ likely in

Barisal city

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Barisal Metropolitan Police (BMP)
have launched a drive against eve
teasing and may introduce ‘sunset
law' in the city to control the men-
ace, juvenile crimes and drugabuse.

Police in last two days detained over
50 youths from different areas of the cty
for their alleged involvement in eve-
teasing, drugpeddlingandhijacking.

“As they were picked up for the
first time, we cautioned the youths
and handed them over to their
guardians by taking bond that they
would not be involved in any anti-
social activity”, Assistant
Commissioner of Barisal
Metropolitan Police (DMP) Hayatul
[slam told this correspondent.

They and their guardians were
warned that if they are caught for
the second time, they would be
sentto jailunder penal code.

He further said they were thinking
about introducing 'sunset law’ in the
city to control eve-teasing, hijacking,
drug peddlingandsuch othercnimes.

Under its provision, youths
roaming on city streets after sunset
without any justified cause, or
found gathering in front of educa-
tional institutions and coaching
centers or chatting at tea stalls
would be detained, Hayatul said.

The decisions were taken at a
meeting of the law and order commit-
tee held on Monday following reports
eve teasing and drug peddling in
different areas ofthe city, he said.

Rab official Shah Alam and ASI Md.
Asmat Ali went to Mymensingh
court premises to arrest one Abdur
Razzaq Fakir, 40, accused in a case
filed with Joydevpur police station.
As the law enforcers moved
towards Abdur Razzaq Fakir, he
along with his accomplices hit
Shah Alam and fled the scene
riding a motor bike.

Sakina Islam
laid to rest

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Former lawmaker Syeda Sakina
Islam was laid to rest at Barisal
Muslim Graveyard yesterday after
her namaj-e- janaja held on the
premises of Aswani Kumar Hall.

She died of old age ailments at
her residence in Lalmatia in the
capiotal on Thursday. She was 75.
The body was brought to Barisal
yesterday morning.

She was widow of Fakrul Islam
Khan, former editor of regional weekly
Khadem and mother of Aminul Islam
Bulbul, cultural personality.

Qul Khwani of Syeda Sakina
[slam will be held at her Sadar Road
residence in Barisal city on
Saturday next.
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3-day haor festival begins

in Netrakona

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nerrakona

Three-day long National Haor Festival-
2008 began at the auditorium of
Mohongonj Degree College in
Netrakonadistrictyesterdayaftemoon.
Traditional kissa (story-telling)
and folk songs jari, sari, bhatiali and
palligiti marked the inaugural ses-
sion of the festival. Lathi khela, ha-
du-du and a football tournament
were also arranged on the occasion.
Noted writer Mohammad Zafar
Igbal inaugurated the festival organ-
ised by Paribesh Bachao Andolon
(Save the environment movement).
"Our environment will face a
predictable danger if we cannot

protect the water bodies,” Abu
Naser,
Bachao Andolon said.

Urging the government to form a
haor development board, he said, “We
will arrange haor festival at least two
times every year in different haor arcas
ofthe countryto drawthe government'’s
attention towards development of
haor.”

Mohonganj Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Kazi Abed Hossen presided
over the inaugural functon,

Rasheda K Chowdhury, Mass
Education and Cultural Affairs
Adviser, and Manik Lal Samaddar,
special assistant to the chief adviser,
will be presentat the function today.

convenor of Paribesh |

PHOTO STAR

Performers display traditional lathi khela (mock fight with sticks) after inau-
guration of haorfestival in Mohonganjin Netrakona yesterday.

|

The Daily Star

CHT farmers eye a wonder crop

Non-perishable coffee opens up bright prospect as
fair price and processing ensured |

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

Farmers in Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) are eyeing a surprise
cropcoffee,

The new value added crop with
export potential have opened up
Fuud prospects following facilities

or processing and marketing,
thanks to the efforts by CHT
Development Board (CHTDB).

Many farmers had harvested the
crop on limited scale in last three
years but their enthusiasm was
dampened as there was no process-
ingfacility,

They did the processing in their
own way, using indigenous meth-
ods. Mac Foundation, a Dhaka-
based company, has come forward
to buy the coffee from farmers and
process it in a scientific way,
accordingtosourcesin CHTDB.

Thefarmers are happy as cultiva-
tionof the crop is easy and prices are
good. The yield is satisfactory and
the price is higher than other crops

Talking to The Daily Star, some
farmers in remote areas of
Khagrachhari and Bandarban said
it is much more profitable than
traditional crops like pineapple
and other fruits, gingerand rice.

“I earned about Tk 20,000 by
selling about 60 kilograms of coffee
last winter. I hope I will get more
this year”, sald Nur Hossain of
Barpilak village in Ramgarh upazila
in the district. Coffee harvest
beginsin September-October.

The company offers prices
between Tk 320 and Tk 350 per
kilogram, he said.

Nur Hossain is among 450
rehabilitated farmers, who got
three acres of hilly land each from
government.

Asthelandsare notsuitable for rice
cultivation, he had raised a mixed
garden of pineapples, guava and
other fruits. He also planted 200 coffee
seedlings, given for free by CHTDB to
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Green coffee grown in a garden at Barapilak under Ramgarh upazila in
Khagrachhariis expected to mature in October.

PHOTO STAR

Babuchhara village in Dighinala
upazila said he got 40 kg coffee
from his garden. "All the plants are
very lively now due to sufficient
rain and if the weather remains
favorable, my coffee plants are
sure earn me much more than
pineapple”, he said.

Lalmunseean, of Munnapara
in Ruma upazila in Bandarban
district said he prefers coffee
cultivation because it is not per-
ishable like pineapple, guava and
other fruits. He got 80 kg pro-
cessed coffee last year and expects
more then 200 kg this year as
weather is favorable.

The CHTDB distributed coffee
saplings in 2001 under a Tk 1,288
crore rehabilitation programme.
Over 450 households including
100 Bangalee families have so far

1350 acres of government land
since 1999, said project director
Md. ShafiqulIslam.

They were supplied with sap-
lings of coffee, orange, pineapple,
banana, papiya, safeda, mango
(amropali) and litchi to raise mixed
garden, he told this correspondent.

Among all the crops, coffee
proved most profitable for farmers,
he said. Shafiqul Islam said about
400 kilograms of coffee were pro-
duced in the three hill districts last
year. The yield may be between 3,
000 and 4,000 kilograms in the
coming harvesting season.

The region can be turned into a
coffee producing area, which will
change the lot of the poor people,
he said. A coffee plant bears fruits
four to five years after plantation
.and the yield continues for 25 to

promoteits cultivation in 2001.

been rehabilitated in eight 35 years, agriculture officials said.

Rangachula Chakma, another
rehabilitated farmer in

upazilas of Rangamati,
Khagrachhari and Bandarban on

Lands in CHT are suitable for
coffee cultivation, they added.

CONTESTING LITON IN MAYORAL POLLS

Rajshahi city AL expels Dulu, Labu

' STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi City Awami League last night
expelled two of its front ranking leaders
including its president Masudul Haque
Dulu for contesting in the August 4 city
corporation election against party
leader AHM Khairuzzaman Liton. Liton
was elected mayor of Rajshahi City
Corporation.

The city AL unit in its executive
committee meeting also expelled
vice-president of the city unit
Mostaque Ahmed Labu, Dulu's
closeassociate. - -

The expulsion orders would be
sent to AL central committee for its
approval, said meeting sources.

Twelve other Dulu’s men includ-

ing three <ity AL vice-
were also asked to explain why they
would not be expelled from the
party for ‘breaking partyrules’.

The vice presidents are Bazlar
Rahman, Mir Igbal Hossain and
Tabibur Rahman Sheikh.

The other leaders are Shamsur
Rahman, Mir Abul Kalam Azad, Khairul
Bashar, Salauddin Raju, Menajjul
Hossain, Mansur Zaman, Khairul Kabir,
WaresAliand SaifulIslam.

They were asked to show cause
within seven days.

The decisions were taken unani-
mously at the executive committee
meeting that was presided over by
the unit's vice president Rafik

Uddin, said city AL acting general

presidents

secretary ShafikurRahmunBadcha -

Among the 71 members of the
committee, 56 were present in the
meeting, the sources said.

Badsha told newsmen that the
actions came mainly as Dulu con-
tested in the mayoral election
against his party man while others
assisted him in election campaign,
defying the city AL unit’s approval
of AHM Khairuzzman candidature.

They are also blamed for violat-
ing many other party decisions and
forinactionin partyactivities in the
past, hesaid.

Before the decisions, Dulu and
Labu were asked to show cause on
August 10,
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Bangladesh Power Development Board
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SIGIRERCREEERS

1. Ministry/Division : | Ministry of Power & Mineral Resources/Power Division.
2. Agency - | Bangladesh Power Development Board.
3. Procuring entity name Executive Engineer (Operation)-1, 5-6 Unit, GPS.
4. Procuning entity district Narsingdi.
t 5. | Invitation for;
(%) carrm fage TR ¢-» 2EAR Afrera fof 2w IrEs Ry wrre TFmem SR
| (¥) carer faare (TR ¢-& 2R Afasrm I IRUEE w9 TS e e
6. Invitation Ref No. & dale : | Memo No: GPS/Pan-/Hi-207/2008/103 dt 18/08/08.
7 Procuring method : | Open tendenng method.
8. Budget and source of funds Revenue, BPDB.
9, Tender package No. GR1, GR2.
10. | Tender package name:

(F) (e e RTER ¢-b T AferE fafn Fne aees Rivy @ s )
(%) carerme fage (3THT ¢-b TIfAI0e wfA5Te TS WAL T SR T ATIRAL |

11. | Tender last selling date & time :

Date 15-09-2008, Time: Duning office hour.

12. | Tender closing date & time

Date 16-09-2008, Time: 12-00 Noon.

13. | Tender opening date & time

Date 16-09-2008, Time: 12-30PM.

14. | Name & address of the office(s)

Address(s)

Manager, Janata Bank, Palash, Narsingdi.

- Selling tender document (principal)
- Selling tender document (others)

Chie! Engineer (Generation), PDB, Wapda Buiding, Motijhee! C/A,
Dhaka.

- Receiving tender document - Executive Engineer (Operalion)-1, 5-6 Unit, GPS.

I - Opening tender document Office of the Engineer (Operation)-1, 5-6 Unit, GPS, Palash, Narsingd:.
The tenderers or their authonzed representatives are allowed lo attend
the opening of the tender.

| 15. | Eligibility of tenderer a) Enlisted contractors of BPDB/Autonomous/Semi Autonomous

body/ays TaTH/Haarr/expenence of similar works.

16. | Tender document price: (¥) (XTSI (G (FTAA ¢-& TT0T FABMICA @12 TICH [ARS (57 LA TR IR
Tk 200/~ (two hundred) only non-refundable. (¥) carere fae (Te ¢-» BT “REPH I8 TIWER =+ gl

17. | Work completion ime

arerrae raEarz- Tk 150/- (one hundred fifty) only non-refundable.

30 days from the dale of contracl agreement.

18 | Tender Security:

Narsingdi.

(%) e fame TR -y Wbz ofvra Bf e wgs fafey wom e wwEre- Tke 4,000/~ (four
thousand) only. Bank Draft/Pay Order in favour of DD (RAO), GPS, PDB, Palash, Narsingdi.

(4) cureT™ fape (FTHR ¢-y Tfatta «fvrm T yrmm s sfd
thousand two hundred) only. Bank Draft/Pay Order in favour of DD (RAQ), GPS, PDB, Palash,

T wears- Tke 3,200/« (three

19 | Tender validity

120 days from the date of tender opening.

20 Performance secunty

10% of the final total contract price.

21 Validity of performance secunty

120 days from the date of tender opening.

22

Name of official inviting tender

Satya Ranjan Baul.

23

Designation of official inviting tender

Executive Engineer (Operation)-1, 56 Unit, GPS.

24 Address of official inviling tender

GPS, BPDB, Palash, Narsingdi.

25 | Contact details of official inviting Tel -02-9330668 (on request).
tender |
26 | Special terms & conditions:

@M TR e TeREE (r (B WA TE HRME a3F S fem TEE OwEHE) Nrwd IR 4
fHforama-qoob Bt A3 Fre wopme w9 B | RO SATE ETRR) wave gl (Rfeew) s wioe o waeman e
weranm @ e, ot cfech«w, Durfan mitfereds srenfirs =f+ wivw sfire @)

| =

faqie/e-ar( 9)/20-ob-oY
fafs. o8

A& acaT (STwE)->
¢-% B0, vy
faSra, mnﬁtl
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