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advisor in Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar
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India's national security advisor
arrived in revolt-hit Kashmir yes-
terday to review the situation after
weeks of violent protests have
shaken the region, officials said.

M.K. Narayanan was in Indian
Kashmir's summer capital Srinagar
“to assess the situation,” a state
government official said, asking
notto be named.

The mainly Muslim region has
been rocked by some of the biggest
protests since a deadly separatist
Islamic insurgency against New
Delhi'srule erupted in 1989.

The latest tensions centre
around a small piece of land
awarded to a Hindu pilgrimage
trust, sparking Muslim protests
that began in June when the order
was made public.

The order was then rescinded,
prompting Hindu hardliners to
block the region’s main highway --

a protest that kept the Muslim-
majority Kashmir valley shut for
nine days.

Since June, at least 31 Muslims
and three Hindus have died in
police firing on protesters in the
Kashmir valley and Jammu area,

On Monday, tens of thousands of
Muslims took to the streets of
Srinagar to demand that the United
Nations recognise the Himalayan
region'sright to self-determination.

Narayanan was accompanied
by India's top intelligence and
home ministry officials, who were
slated to hold meetings with key
state officials.

T'he visit came amid a lull in pro-
tests after separatists, who are spear-
heading the demonstrations in the
valley;called for three days of calm,

They have called for a strike and
further protests on Friday in the
region, where the anti-Indian
insurgency has claimed more than
43,000 lives by official count.
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Pak coalition working

on resolving rift

AFP, Islamabad
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Members of Pakistan's ruling
coalition said yesterday they were
trying to resolve a split over the
reinstatement of judges sacked by
former president Pervez
Musharraf, who resigned this
week.

The coalition, led by the parties
of slain former premier Benazir
Bhutto and ex-prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, managed a rare
show of unity when it agreed on
impeachment charges that forced
Musharraf out of office on
Monday.

But since then, Sharif has been
pressing for the immediate restora-
tion of the judiciary, with talks
between coalition members on
Tuesday ending without agree-
mentand due to restart on Friday.

“There is no deadline given by
us,” education minister Ahsan
Igbal, a leading member of Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League-N, told
AFP when asked about reports that
it had given Bhutto's party an
ultimatum during the talks.

"We will see after 72 hours and
try to resolve this issue as we are
committed to the judges' restora-
tion."

Divisions over the issue have
distracted the coalition leaders
from dealing with rising Islamic
militancy and a crisis-hit economy
ever since they trounced
Musharraf's political allies in
elections in February.

Asif Ali Zardari, Bhutto's wid-
ower, and Sharif agreed in May to
restore around 60 judges who were
sacked by Musharraf during a state
ol emergency last November in

order to push through his re-
election as president,

But moves to bring back the
judges, including the independ-
ent-minded former chief justice,
[ftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry,
stalled amid speculation over
Zardari's commitment.

The judges could theoretically
overturn an amnesty on graft
charges that Musharraf gave to
Zardari and Bhutto as part of a
doomed power-sharing deal in
October last year, before Bhutto's
return from exile,

She was assassinated in a sui-
cideattack in December,

Musharraf warned in his tele-
vised resignation speech on
Monday that the coalition had to
tackle the country's problems
urgently in order to "save
Pakistan."
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PHOTO. AFP
Pakistani lawyers set fire to an effigy of former president Pervez Musharraf during a protest in Multan yesterday.
Members of Pakistan's ruling coalition said that they were trying to resolve a split over the reinstatement of judges
sacked by former president Pervez Musharraf, who resigned this week.
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UN envoy meets
NLD leaders but
not Suu Kyi

AFP, Yangon

UN envoy Ibrahim Gambari met
briefly with top leaders from Aung
San Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy yetserday, but his
planned meeting with her did not
take place, a party spokesman said.

Gambari spoke for 20 minutes
with five NLD leaders at a military
facility in Yangon, party spokes-
man Nyan Win said.

The envoy told the party that he
had not yet met Aung San Suu Kyji,
who has been kept under house
arrestformostofthelast 19 years.

He said that he wanted to press
the junta to free the Nobel Peace
Prize winner as well as other politi-
cal prisoners, while relaunching a
dialogue between her and the
regime, NyanWin said.

Gambari said he would also ask
the junta to allow the appointment
of a special UN liaison officer in
Yangon, who would coordinate
contacts with the generals, accord-
ing to the spokesman.

The Nigerian diplomat
expressed concern over Myanmar's

French President Nicloas Sarkozy (R) makes a gesture with his hand as he
speaks to his Afghan counterpart President Hamid Karzai (2R) prior to their

meeting
-Sarkozy

visited French troops mouming ten comrades killed in battle.

crumbling economy, and said that
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
could visit the country in December
(0 press the case for political
reforms, NyanWin added.

at the Presidential palace in Kabul yesterday. French President Nicolas
has pledged France's commitment to its mission in Afghanistan as he
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Musharraf's foes
want his trial

STAR REPORT

Ousted Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf's foes in the National
Assembly on Tuesday called for
denying him a “safe exit” and putt-
ing him on trial as the ruling coali-
tion pondered over reinstating
judges he had deposed and finding
a democratic successor of a dis-
graced former dictator.

In the face of severe criticism for
his alleged violations of the
Constitution and victimisation of
political opponents, some of his
loyalists from the formerly ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-Q (PML-
Q) had words of praise for the last
of the country's four military
rulers and urged his critics to
forget and forgive the former
president.

Several members lambasted a
farewell military guard of honour
presented to the ex-president
after he announced resigning
from his office to escape the
humiliation of impeachment
planned by the ruling coalition
led by the Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) and saw it as a sign of possi-
ble moves to save him from pay-

| Ing for usurpation of power in

violation of the Constitution
since his Oct 12, 1999 coup and
other alleged misdeeds, includ-
ing his role in the alleged murder
and disappearance of thousands
of people.

Meanwhile Saudi Arabia has
denied it has a plane waiting at
Islamabad airport to take former

President Pervez Musharraf to the
kingdom, a press report said on
Tuesday amid speculations that
Riyadh could offer him asylum.

Saudi Ambassador to Pakistan
Ali Awad Esseiri was quoted by the
Okaz newspaper as saying that
reports about the plane were 'base-
less' and 'medialies’.

Meanwhile The Daily Times has
reported that Musharraf has no
plans to leave Pakistan.

"My resignation as president
does not reflect my defeat as I
resigned in the interest of Pakistan
and its people,” Geo News quoted
Gen (r) Pervez Musharraf as saying
on Tuesday.

According to the channel,
Musharraf met with various dele-
gations on Tuesday and said that he
did notintend to leave the country,
asitwas his firstlove.,

In another development, one of
Pakistan's most prominent pro-
democracy leaders, Aitzaz Ahsan,

Pakistan ‘recently’ and reportedly

has accused a senior British diplo-
mat of undermining his country's
rule of law.

Sir Mark Lyall. Grant was in

urged the government to give
President Musharraf immunity if |
heresigned.

Ahsan said that any deal to give
the president "safe passage” was
wrong.

The British Foreign Office mean-
while told the BBC it was working
to avoid confrontation in Pakistan.

Sources: The Dawn, The Daily
Iimes, BBCOnline

Wanted for immediate

Master" & one "Technical Consultant"
group of Industries, Chowdhuri Bari, Godnyle,

employment one "Printing

in RK. |

Narayangonj, The candidate must have the Knowledge

of modern technology with adequate experience. Salary | |
will be fixed according to eligibility. Application should

accompany a PP. size Photograph & to be sent to
following address by post or direct to be sumitted at

Corporate Hade office.

R. K. Group of Industries
Chowdhuri Bari, Godnyle, Narayangonj.

Tel : 7642830, 7642832, Fax : 880-2-7642437
E-mail : rk@rkgroupbd.net
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c.c. as specified below:

N Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF)
PKSF Bhaban

E-4/B, Agargaon Administrative Area

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

Tender Notice

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) invites sealed
tender from the manufacturers or authorised dealers for
supply and commissioning of two cars of 1290 c.c. to 1300

Description

Qnty.

Brand new, latest model, manufacturer original
built-up, 5 seated, 4 doors, RHD, petrol operated
with built in Air Conditioner.

02

The tender has to be submitted in the prescribed Tender
Schedule obtainable from the office of PKSF during office
hours from 21/08/2008 to 03/09/2008 on payment of a
nonrefundable fee of Tk. 500/~ (Five Hundred) in the form of
Bank Draft or Pay Order in favour of Palli Karma-Sahayak
Foundation (PKSF) from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh.

Tenders should be dropped in the tender box kept at the
reception of office complex of PKSF by 12:00 noon of
03/09/2008, which will be opened at 12:15 pm on the same
day in the presence of the bidders (or their representatives)
who choose to attend at PKSF Bhaban.

PKSF reserves all rights to accept or reject any or all the
tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

A. Khaleque Miah
Assistant General Manager (Administration)

Bolt's dream double

FROM PAGE 16
Eventually he'll come back down to
earth. It's ridiculous. That guy is the
business.”

Bolt's resounding success came in
the midst ofa dark day for the Games.

Ukraine's heptathlon silver med-
allist Liudmyla Blonska failed a drugs
test, the 10C confirmed Wednesday
as the first high-profile doping failure
onthe 13thdayofthe Games.

The 30-year-old had failed her A
sample and the result of the B sample
will be known Thursday.

Blonska facesalifetime banifboth
samples prove positive after serving a
previous suspension for takin
stanozolol, the anabolic steriod useg
bydisgraced sprinter Ben Johnson.

“There has been an adverse find-
'mF in her A sample against her
(Blonska)," an I0C source told AFP

China continues to hold a com-
manding lead on the medal's table
with 45 compared to 26 for the United
States and 16 for Great Britain with 88
finals remaining before the Games
close on Sunday.

On another successful day for the
Games hosts, sailor Yin Jian won the
women's windsurfing and Wu Jingyu
beat Thailand's unfancied Buttree
Puedpong in the women's -48kg
taeckwondo.

They also entered their first ever
women's hockey final with a thrilling
3-2 win over reigning champions
Germany.

At the opposite end of the scale to
China's runaway medal success,
taekwondo produced emerging
Afghanistan's first ever Olympic

medal when Rohullah Nikpai took
the men's -58kg bronze medal.
Guillermo Perez of Mexico won the
gold.

Russian open water superstar
Larisa lichenko entered the record
books as the first women's 10km
swimming marathon champion
when the sport made its debut on
Wednesday.

lichenko, unrivalled in open water
swimming for the past four years,
overtook Great Britain's Keri-Anne
Payne in a sprint finish to win the
gruelling event in just under two
hours.

It was the first of three golds for
Russia with Buvaysa Saytiev winning
his third Olympic crown in the 74kg
wrestling final and Anastasia
Davydova teamed with Anastasia
Ermakova to win the synchronised
swimming.

South Africa's Natalie du Toit,
created a record as the first amputee
to qualify for the Olympic Games,
finished 16th in the 25-strong field
women's swimming marathon field
and pledged to be back in 2012 to do
better.

‘I don't even think about net
having a leg and if I want to keep
competing I will have to continue to
qualify with the able-bodied. For me
it'snotaboutthedisability atall, " said
duToitwholost herleftlegin amotor-
cycleaccident seven years ago.

Another sport making its
Olympic debut, BMX racing, saw
American professional Mike Day
coming out tops from the men's
qualifying rounds.

Faisal Morshed

FROM PAGE 1
Earlier on April 13, another special
court gave Faisal seven years in jail
for aiding and abetting Shahjahan
Chowdhury, a former Jamaat law-
maker, in committing crimes and
amassing wealth illegally.

Meanwhile, on August 4,
Morshed Khan was sentenced to 13
years' rigorous imprisonment on
charges of amassing wealth ille-
gally and concealing information
in hiswealth statement to the ACC.

Both the father and son are on
the run.

Faisal, managing director of
Pacific Motors and chairman of AB
Bank Ltd, was handed down yester-
day eight years' rigorous imprison-
ment for acquiring wealth beyond
his known sources of income and
two years' imprisonment for hid-
inginformation about his wealth.

The jail terms will run consecu-
tively, the court said.

Since Faisal is absconding, the
sentences will come into effect the
day he surrenders or is arrested.

His wife Shyma Shezan Khan
was an accused in the case for
aidir;? and abetting him in the
illegal earning. But the High Court
quashed corruption proceedings
against her.

ACC Assistant Director Talebor

Rahman filed the case against
Faisal and his wife with Gulshan
Police Station on December 10 last
year for amassing wealth worth Tk
1,66 crore and hiding information
aboutwealthworth Tk 1.50 crore.
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