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Establish good governance

to ensure human rights
Speakers tell workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As in the present governance sys-
tem people's participation is lim-
ited to electing the representatives
only, the country needs a system of
self- governance to ensure rights of
people, said Justice Mohammad
Golam Rabbani at a workshop
yesterday.

The workshop on 'Rights and
Governance' was organised by
Women for Women at Cirdap audi-
torium in the city.

Speaking as chief guest Justice
Rabbani said self-governance
needs local government having
administrative and financial power
to carryout development activities.

He said although the caretaker
government is talking about
reforms, it has failed to present a
guideline for reforms in the
absence of a self-governance sys-
tem.

The workshop was organised to
disseminate the results of Rights
and Governance Project funded by
Manusher Jonno Foundation.

The project aims at improving
the government service system
through the development of skills
of government personnel for estab-
lishing a good governance to
achieve the Millennium
Development Goals.

The objectives of the three-year
project that ends in September
next also include assessing the
level of awareness of government
actors about governance and rights
and their practice on dispensation

PHOTO, STAR
Justice Mohammad Golam Rabbani speaks at a workshop on 'Rights and

governance’ organised by Women for Women at Cirdap auditorium in the
city yesterday. On his right is Prof Mahmuda Islam and on his left is Prof
Jahanara Huq.

of right-based approach in govern-
mentservice system.

The project is also aimed to
strengthening the capacity of
government training institutes to
enhance the knowledge and skills

of government personnel towards
promoting human rights and good
governance.

Speaking as special guest,
Executive Director of Manusher
Jonno Foundation Shaheen Anam
sald there is no way to separate
rights from governance.

“The rights are violated often as
our regulatory mechanism is not
working well,” she said, adding, if
we cannot establish good gover-
nance our rights will continue to be
violated.

The speakers said the project
would play an important role in
increasing awareness among the
government officials that human
rights are incorporated into good
governance.

Prof Mahmuda Islam, president
of Women for Women, chaired the
inaugural session while Vice-
president Prof Jahanara Huq read
out the keynote paper.

Chairman of Public Service
Commission Dr Saadat Hossain, Dr
Mohammad Mohabbat Khan, Dr
NA Kalimullah, Dr Asif Nazrul,
former adviser to a caretaker gov-
ernment ASM Shahjahan, Dr Saira
Rahman Khan, UM Habibunnessa
and Additional Inspector General
of Police Hasan Ul Haider also
spoke on governance, judiciary
and humanrights at the workshop.

Move to
withdraw old
buses from city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Metropolitan Transport
Committee has stopped renewing
route permits of buses and mini-
buses over 15 years old, as the
communications ministry has
decided to impose restrictions on
such vehiclesin the city.

According to the decision, the
bus owners should withdraw such
buses from Dhaka and can replace
their old buses with CNG-run 52-
seater buses,
said yesterday

13 unibus owners
Cdll also uperate their old vehicles
outside Dhaka and Chittagong
cities, itadded.

Before operating the old buses
and minibuses in areas outside the
two metropolitan cities, the trans-
port owners should collect transfer
certificates from the registration
authorities in Dhaka and take
permission from the authorities
concerned in the areas where the
vehicles will ply.

Train gets stuck
at city level
crossing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A passenger train got stuck at a
level crossing on the busy Kuril
Biswa Road in the city for about 45
minutes yesterday as its engine
suddenlywent out of order.

The incident led to massive
traffic congestion on the roads in
the area.

The Government Railway Police
said the Suborno Express coming
from Chittagong came to a halt at
thelevel crossingatabout 1:00pm.

Later, another engine from
Kamalapur Railway Station
reached the scene and towed the
train to Kamalapur.

Due to the sudden roadblock, a
large number of commuters had to
suffer a lot as several hundred
vehicles on both sides of the level
crossing remained stranded for
about45 minutes.

Three killed in
Netrakona
road accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

Three people were killed and 20
others injured in aroad accidenton
Netrakona-Atpara road at
Sumaikhali under Atpara upazilain
the district yesterday.

The victims were identified as
Minara Begum, 25, her one-year-
old son Munnaand Hawa Begum.

The accident occurred when an
Atpara-bound passenger bus lost
control and fell into aroadside ditch.

Seriously injured Khaleda
Begum, Johra Begum, Jali Akter, Ajit
Sarker, Rabeya Akter and Jhontu
Mia were rushed to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital.

British HC closed
on August 24

METRO DESK

British High Commission in
Dhaka and its office in Sylhet will
remain closed to the public on
August 24 for UK Bank Holiday,

says a press release.
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FRESH MOVE TO REUNITE BNP

Leaders of both
factions meet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

About 50 former BNP lawmakers
belonging to both the factions --
‘pro-Khaleda' and ‘reformist’
held a meeting at the Nam flat of a
pro-Khaleda leader in the city last
night to discuss the party's reunifi-
cation process.
The meeting that began at
9:00pm at the Nam flat of Shah
f\u 1 Kabir Saheen cor
to mudnight, meeting sources said.
Meeting sources said that the
‘reformist’ BNP leaders agreed to
work under the leadership of
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain. They are likely to
hold talks with him within a fewdays.

'lL

They also agreed to attend
BNP's programmes from now on,
the sources added.

"We all, whether reformists or
Khaleda loyalists, are’ under the
umbrella of BNP and we want to
unite again,” Nurul Kabir Saheen
told areporterover telephone.

"We sat together over tea and
snacks. Let'ssee whathappens,” he
added

he former lawmakers who
attended the meeting included
Selim Reéza Habib, " Abdul Momin
Talukder, Rezaul Bari Dina,
Ehsanul Haq Milon, Shamsul Alam
Pramanik, Zafrul Islam, Ataur
Rahman Angur, Sahiduzzaman

Beltuand Nasirul Haq Sabu.

NOR'WESTERS, TORNADOES
'Better forecasting can

minimise casualties'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With a view to exchanging scien-
tific ideas, meteorologists from
the Saarc countries have sit
together to find out a way for a
better weather forecasting and
timely warning of nor'westers
and tornadoes.

The experts said although
natural disasters including
nor westers and tornadoes can-
not be prevented but loss of lives
and damage of properties can be
minimised by better forecasting.

The seminar on “Nor'westers
and Tornadoes over the Saarc
region and their Forecasting and
Preparedness” began at the Saarc
Meteorological Research Center
(SMRC) auditorium at Agargaon
yesterday.

Thespeakers stressed the need
for utilising observation data
from modern remote sensing
platform as Doppler Radars and
Satellites.

The observations received
from Doppler Radars and

Satellites can be assimilated in
high resolution Numerical
Weather Prediction (NWP) model
to increase the accuracy of fore-
casting, they said.

Foreign Secretary Md Touhid
Hossain inaugurated the seminar
as the chief guest while Defence
Secretary Kamrul Hasan was the
special guest.

Brig Gen Shah Md Sultan
Uddin Igbal Bir Pratik, joint
Secretary, Ministry Of Defence,
chaired the inaugural session.

A number of scientists from
Saarc member states attended
the seminar.

The speakers said the Saarc
region is one of the most vulnera-
ble regions for nor'westers, tor-
nadoes, tropical cyclone, surges
and severe thunderstorms.

Besides, loss of properties
worth millions of dollars, the
causalities due to lightening
associated with thunderstorms in
the Saarc region is the highest in
the world. They are also a threat
to aviation, the speakers added.

UNB, Dhaka
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Thundershowers likely

ture over the country.

lOMOorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at many places over all the six divisions in
the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy rainfalls are also likely at places during the
period, Met Office said, predicting nearly unchanged day tempera-

Highest temperature 34.5 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Sylhetand lowest 24.2 degrees Celsius at Chittagong.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:27pm today and rises at 5:36am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 31.8 25.4 88 72
Chittagong 30.1 24.2 79 87
Rajshahi 31.7 25.7 87 76
Khulna 30.2 26.3 87 88
Barisal 31.2 255 89 83
Sylhet 34.5 25.5 B8 69
Cox's Bazar 30.9 24.7 76 87

Ship with 3604
tonnes of rice
sinks

Probe body formed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

A vessel carrying 3604 tonnes of
government imported rice sank at
the outer anchorage of Chittagong
portyesterday.

Sources said 16 out of 17 crews
could be rescued immediately but
the chief engineer of the sunken
vessel remained missing till filing
of thisreportat6.00pm.

Vessel MV Batulu Valley sank in

the bay following a collisionawith- /'

ananchored empty vessel Hang Joo
ataround 1:30pm.

The vessel, a Panama flag car-
rier, was carrying the rice from
Kakinara port of India.

A two-member committee
headed by Chief Nautical Surveyor
Captain Jasimuddin Sarker of
Mercantile Marine Department
(MMD) was formed to probe into
the accident.

The committee comprises
Captain Rahmat Ullah, assistant
harbour master of Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA), asits member.

The committee was asked to
submitits report within seven days,
said CPA Secretary Farhad Uddin.

Rajuk to develop
sewerage
system to curb
pollution of

Gulshan lake

UNB, Dhaka

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk) has taken an initiative to
develop a proper sewerage sys-
tem with a view to curbing pollu-
tion of Banani-Gulshan and
Gulshan-Baridhara lakes.

The decision was taken yester-
day at a meeting attended by
LGRD Adviser Anwarul Igbal and
Public Works Adviser Maj Gen
(retd) Ghulam Quader.

The meeting decided to incor-
porate the Gulshan-Banani lake
into the Hatirjheel project. The
proposed system will carry
wastes from Gulshan and Banani
lakes to the sewerage system of
Hatirjheel project, reducing
pollution of the water bodies.

Adviser Anwarul Igbal said the
Hatirjheel project cannot be
implemented successfully unless
Gulshan lake is saved.

He said Rajuk, Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) and Dhaka
Wasa would have to work
together to develop a coordinated
sewerage system to save the lake.

Adviser Ghulam Quader told
the meeting that lake water gets
polluted due to lack of proper
sewerage system.

The meeting was told that the
process of setting up 184-km
sewerage line in Gulshan-
Banani-Baridhara area is in the
final stage with the financial
support of World Bank and under
theinitiative of Wasa.

Besides, a decision was taken
to develop a storm sewerage
system and connect it to the main
sewerage line of DCC.

Housing and Public Works
Secretary ASM Rashidul Hye and
high officials of Local
Government Division, Rajuk,
Dhaka Wasa, DCC and ministries
concerned were present at the
meeting.

Freedom fighters stage a sit-in in front of

demanding trial of war criminals.

PHOTO: STAR
the office of the liberation war affairs secretary in the city yesterday

Adopt strategy to protect rights

of migrant workers

Speakers urge South Asian countries

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A three-day regional dialogue
yesterday recommended that
South Asia should have a mecha-
nism to monitor the state of labour
migrants both in sending and
receiving countries to protect their
rights, as migrant workers are
subjected to exploitation and
abuses.

South Asian speakers said the
countries can involve all stake-
holders, including international
organisations, NGOs, independ-
entwomen's organisations, media
agencies, migrant associations
and civil society organisations, in
the process.

The region should also adopt a
regional legal instrument on
migration based on international
human rights laws to uphold
migrants' rights, they added.

International Organisation for
Migration (IOM) and United
Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM) jﬂlﬂll}’ organ-

ised the dialogue on 'Implementa-

tign qf interpationgl insgrymengs,
on protecting rights of migrant

workers' on August 18-20 at a city
hotel.

Government representatives
from Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka as well as
from internatonal organisations,
NGOs, civil society groups and
private sector took part in the
dialogue.

Acknowledging that South Asia
is a major labour sending region
and their workers overseas face
similar challenges, the speakers
said the region should have a
common strategy to address the
challenges of labour migration
and develop an institutional
framework at official level to
facilitate the process.

“Speakers said there could be
shared solutions to these chal-
lenges. Therefore, there is a need
for cooperation and collaboration
in the field of labour migration
among these countries,” said IOM
regional representative in Dhaka
atthe closing session yesterday.

The speakers further noted that
women migrant workers are par-
ticularly vulnerable and they face
exploitation of specific forms that
emerge from discrimination
based on their sex, gender and the
nature of their work, which

Punishment to

Ruby's killer
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different rights organisations con-
demned the killing of a female gar-
ment worker on August 18 at
Malibagh Chowdhurypara in the city
while she was going to herworkplace.

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
(BMP) President Ayesha Khanam and
Secretary Maleka Banu in a statement
said the incidentofkilling the garment
worker has raised questions in the role
ofthelawenforcers.

“How could the assailant manage
to flee the spot after committing such
a crime in broad daylight?” they ques-
tioned.

The women leaders demanded
exemplary punishment to the killer to
avoid recurrence of such incidents in
the country.

In another statement, Bangladesh
Trade Union Centre President Nurul
Islam and Secretary Dr Wajedul Islam
Khan said as teasing women on the
streets by derailed youths is not con-
sidered as a crime and the youths
involved in teasing are not arrested by
the law enforcers, such spate of kill-
ings areincreasingrapidly.

They also demanded immediate
arrest of the culprit as well as forming
social resistance to combat such
crimes,

Garment worker Ruby was
stabbed to death by Morshed, a bak-
ery worker, on Monday as her father
turned down his proposal to marry
heradaybefore the incident.

require a special attention.

The dialogue suggested that
South Asian countries should set
up institutions for capacity build-
ing of overseas jobseekers,
enabling them to be competitive
in accessing the global labour
market and exchange information
and expertise on global labour
market.

The speakers said South Asian
countries should also consider
institutionalising the cooperation
between IOM and Saarc through
the conclusion of an MoU for
better migration management.

At national level, the regional
dialogue suggested adopting
gender-sensitive policy on labour
migration and providing support
to migrant workers and their fami-
lies for protection and welfare.

It said the governments should
establish a national committee on

migration comprising all stake-

holders in migration, including
IOM, UNIFEM and other interna-
tional organisations, NGOs, inde-
pendent women's organisations
and civil society organisations,
migrants’ associations as well as
the private sector.

The speakers said the govern-
ments should also sign bilateral
agreements with the labour receiv-
ing countries and strengthen the
capacity of their missions abroad
Lo ensure protection, entitlements
and monitoring of the entire
migration process.

The governments also need to
consider ratifying the International
Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of Migrant Workers and
Members of their Families, the
dialogue said.

UNIFEM Bangladesh
Programme Manager Naheed
Ahmed also spoke.

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

PSRRI

Call to execute court

verdict

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Awami Olama League
at a discussion yesterday
demanded implementation of the
verdict of Bangabandhu murder
case, trial of the war criminals and
unconditional and permanent
release of AL President Sheikh
Hasina.

Thanking the caretaker govern-
ment for declaring August 15 as
the National Mourning Day, the
Olamas said the nation has ush-
ered in an era of stigma, which the
nation itselfwill have to erase.

Awami Olama League organ-
ised the discussion at the Dhaka

Reporters’ Unity auditorium in the
city with its President Akter
Hossain Bokhari in the chair.

Awami League presidium
member Major General (retd) KM
Shafiullah was present on the
occasion as the chiefguest.

The Olamas said the country's
independence could not be
achieved if Bangabandhu was not
born and demanded the execution
of the Bangabandhu murder case
by this August.

Mohammad Ataur Rahman
Mondol, Qari Iqram Faruk,
Maulana ATM Jalali and Maulana
ATM Sufi Badi also spoke.

Taxpayers' registration
campaign

The Office of the Tax Commissioner, Tax
Circle-7 will organise a programme
commemorating the self-motivated
taxpayers' registration campaign. Venue:
Institution of Diploma Engineers. Time:
11:00am.

Best Brand Award

Bangladesh Brand Forum will give away
Best Brand Award Bangladesh. Venue:
Hotel Sheraton Ball Room. Time:
6:45pm.

Tourism Fair

The inaugural ceremony of the
banglalink Parjatan Bichitra 2nd Dhaka
Tourism Fair will be held. Venue:
Bashundhara City. Time: 11:00am.

Launching ceremony

The IFC-BICF Small Grants Programme
Launching will be held. Venue: Hotel
Sonargaon. Time: 11:30am.

Mock tribunal

People's Empowerment Trust (PET) and
People's Forum on MDGs (PFM) will
organise anti-poverty mock tribunal.
Venue: LGED auditorium. Time:
10:00am-1:30pm (first session) and
3:00pm to 5:30pm (second session).

Lecture

The Centre for Advanced Research in
Humanities organises a lecture on 'Good
health without medicine’. Venue: 434,
Lecture Theatre, Dhaka University. Time:
4:00pm.

View exchange meeting

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad will hold a
view exchange meeting with Shanthi
Dairiam, former member of the UN
CEDAW Committee. Venue: Nalional

DHAKA
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Press Club. Time: 3:30pm.

Seminar

Nielsen Bangladesh and KATALYST-
Swisscontact will organise a seminar on
'B2B: Prospects in Bangladesh'. Venue:
Hotel Sheraton. Time: 9:30am.

Launching ceremony

Muslim Aid Bangladesh will launch its
outlet Muslim Aid Shop. Venue: Anam
Plaza, Dhanmondi. Time: 3:00pm.

Lecture

Bangla Academy organises Gazi
Shamsur Rahman Memorial Lecture
2008 to mark the law exponent's 10th
death anniversary. Venue: Academy
seminar room. Time: 4:00pm.

Workshop

Dhaka City Corporation, Water Aid
Bangladesh and Dustha Shasthya

Kendra will jointly organise a workshop
on sanitation. Venue: Nagar Bhaban

auditorium. Time: 9:30am.

Jatiya Nari Sramlk Trade Union Kendra
will form a human chain demanding
punishment to the killers of garments
worker Rubi. Venue: In front of High

Court. Time: 4:00pm.

ELT event

BELTA organises an ELT event titled The
idea of teachers' continuous professional
development (CPD). Venue: Bntish
Council. Time: 4:30pm.

Seminar

Brac Development Institute, Brac
University and Research and Evaluation

Division, BRAC will organise a seminar |
on '‘Rice market instability: Who gains
and who loses'. Venue: Brac Centre.
Time: 3:00pm.
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improve her condition.

Call to observe
'Phulbari Day'
at state level

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Committee Lo Protect
0il, Gas, Mineral Resources,
Electricity and Port yesterday
called on the government to
observe the 'Phulbari Day’ at state
level.

The committee made the
demand at a press conference at
the Maitri Conference Hall in the
city yesterday.

On August 26 in 2006, at least
seven people were killed when
police and Bangladesh Rifles men
fired to the locals demnnstmting”
against open-pit coalmine project
at Phulbari in Dinajpur.

Prof Anu Mohammad, member
secretary of the committee and
Jahangirnagar University econom-
ics teacher, said at the press confer-
ence that by the sacrifices of the
martyrs of Phulbari struggle,
Bangladesh has escaped a great
danger and for that the day should
be observed atthe state level.

Prof Anu also demanded ousting
the Asia Energy and banning extrac-
tion of coal in open-pit mining
method according to the Phulbari
Accord signed on August 30, 2006,

The press conference was also
addressed by convenor of the
committee Engineer Sheikh
Mohammad Shahidullah, mem-
bers Nur Mohammad, Ruhin
Hossain Prince and Bazlur Rashid
Firozamong others.

‘Allow CCC
mayor to stay
beside ailing
daughter’

CU CORRESPONDENT

A total of 2217 students, faculty
members and staffs of Premier
University yesterday urged the
government to allow arrested
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhuryto stay beside his ailing
daughter who is undergoing treat-
mentatahospital in Bangkok.

In a press release, they urged the
government to consider the matter
from humanitarian point of view
and said Mohiuddin's presence

- daughter wouid iy

= = Fawzia Sultana Fumpa,~a sto-
dent of the Department of English
Language and Literature of the
university and daughter of the
mayor who is the founder of the
university, has been suffering from
cancer and was admitted to a hos-
pitalin Bangkok.

"At present Fawzia's condition is
not good and her teachers, friends
and university staffs are very wor-
ried abouther,” the release added.

BAF observes
Matiur's death
anniversary
METRO DESK

Bangladesh Air
Force (BAF)
yesterday
observed the
37th death
anniversary of
Birshreshtha M
Matur Rahman
with due solem-
nuty, says an ISPR press release.

On the occasion, milad mahfils
were held at the central mosques at
all BAF bases after Asr prayers.

Officials and members of all
ranks of the Bangladesh Air Force
attended themilad mahfils. -

Earlier in the moming, Assistant
Chief of Air Staff (Admin) Air
Commodore M Delwar Hossain
visited the grave of Matiur at the
Martyred Intellectuals’ Graveyard at
Mirpur in the city and offered fateha
for salvation of the departed soul.

Saiful Islam Khan Shamim
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

| Today is the
ninth death"
anniversary of
Saiful Islam
Khan Shamim,
director of
Islam Polymers
and Plastisizer
Ltd, and son of
former lawmaker and minister late
Shamsul Islam Khan, says a press
release.
His family members requested
all to pray forhis departed soul.

Sharif Md Nurul Hossain
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
l11th death
anniversary of
Sharif Md Nurul
Hossain, former
additional
district magis-
trate DX
Bmhmnnblrla
says a press release.

Relatives, friends and admirers are
requested to pray for his

soul.




