Dhoni misread
the wicket

PT1, Dambulla

India ODI skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni yesterday admitted that he
made a mistake in gauging the
wicket and elected to bat in the
morning which cost the side its first
match against Sri Lanka here.

"I misread the wicket. In the
morning there was something for
the bowlers but I thought it will be
just for half an hour or so but it
went on to assist them for longer,”
Dhoni said after the match.

"Moreover, we were not chasing
well for sometime (in last few
matches) but all credit to the
Lankans they bowled really well,”
he added.

India could scalp only two
Lankan wickets alter posting a
paltry 146 but Dhoni still said his
bowlers faired well.

"Both Munaf and Zaheer
bowled well but I guess it was not
enough,” he said,

Asked about his plan for the

next match, Dhoni said, "The next |

match is a day after, so we will
involve ourselves in some team
activity, take a day off and come-
back strong in the next match.”

His Sri Lankan counterpart
Mahela Jayawardene heaped
praise on his players and said the
home team played to their strength
and bowled well against a quality
opposition.

"Playing to our strength and the
urge to keep working hard againsta
quality opposition was the key, " he
said.

On his decision to hold back
Ajanta Mendis a bit in the match,
Jayawardene said, "The Indians
were not taking any chance against
Mendis, so we decided to hold him
back and introduce other bowlers
in the meantime.”

Jayawardene said he tried to see
off the new bowl which did the trick
forhim.

"It was not easy to bat but I
decided to see off the new bowl and
bat through the overs, " he said.

U-14 tennis
begins today

UNB, Dhaka

The Prime Bank ITF Under-14
Asian Tennis Championship
begins today at the Ramna
National Tennis Complex.

Chief Advisor's Special
Assistant for Youth and Sports
Mahbub Jamil will inaugurate the
six-day tournament as chief guest
in the morning. Chairhtanof the
meet's sponsor Prime Bank
Limited Azam ] Chowdhury will be
the special gueston the occasion.

Atotal of 32 boys and 17 girls from
seven countries -- India, Malaysia, Sn
Lanka, South Korea, Thailand, Saudi
Arabia and host Bangladesh -- will
take part in the four event meet-boys
singles, boys doubles, girls singles
and girlsdoubles.
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PHOTO. AFP
Manchester United striker Wayne Rooney (R) and Newcastle United defender Fabricio Coloccini fight for the ball
during their Premier League encounter at Old Trafford on Monday.

MU's struggling start

AP, London

Chelsea gained

an early advan-

tage OVer
« Manchester
* United in the
Premier League title race on
Sunday, routing Portsmouth 4-0 as
the defending champion were held
1-1 by Newcastle.

Aston Villa suggested it can
improve upon last season as
American goalkeeper Brad Friedel
made his league debut for the
Villans in a 4-2 win over Manchester
City in Sunday's other match on the
opening weekend of the season.

Chelsea, which last season
finished runners-up to Manchester
United in England and in the
Champions League, showed a new
verve in manager Luiz Felipe
Scolari's first game and thoroughly
outclassed the FA Cup holders with

goals by Joe Cole, Nicolas Anelka,
Frank Lampard and Deco.

[tsuggested that United will find
it tough to hang on to its titles as it
struggles through the opening
weeks of the campaign with a
weakened squad.

Cristiano Ronaldo, last season's
top scorer, is sidelined until
October and United will now have
to contend without Michael
Carrick (ankle) and Ryan Giggs
(hamstring) for at least two weeks.
Alex Ferguson also had to cope
Sunday without Carlos Tevez after
the Argentina striker went home
dueto afamilydeath.

Obafemi Martins put Newcastle
ahead in the 22nd minute, when
the unmarked Nigeria striker
evaded Darren Fletcher and buried
apowerful header.

But Fletcher took just two min-
utes to strike back. Ryan Giggs cut
through the visiting defence with a

low cross from the left and Fletcher
was to deftly steer it past Shay
Given, who continuously denied
United's pursuit of awinner.

Villa, which finished sixth last
season, looked a better bet than
Portsmouth to challenge for fifth
place and a UEFA Cup spot after an
eight-minute hat trick by striker
Gabriel Agbonlahor.

John Carew put the home side
ahead with a 47th-minute header
from AshleyYoung's left-wing cross.

Although Elano madeit 1-1 with
a penalty kick awarded for Luke
Young's foul on Michael Johnson,
Agbonlahor, who on Saturday was
left out of Fabio Capello’s England
squad for a midweek friendly
against the Czech Republic, swiftly
put his team outofsight.

Vedran Corluka got a late goal
back for City, which badly disap-
pointed fans in its first game under
new manager Mark Hughes.

AFP, Beijing

A Brazil came from

b o 2 a goal down to
1\1 stun Germany4-1
ﬁﬁ? on Monday and

- & book a place in
Eﬁm the women s
Or_xj, Olympic final on
X0 Thursday where

they will meet the
United States who beat Japan in a
six-goal thriller.

Formiga, Marta and a Cristiane
brace did the damage for Brazil,
cancelling out a Birgit Prinz strike
to avenge their painful defeat to the
European powerhouse in last
year's World Cup final.

The United States also bounced
back from a goal down to win a
pulsating encounter 4-2 with a
double from Angela Hucles, a
cracker from Lori Chalupny and

| Heather O'Reilly after Shinobu

Ohno had putJapan ahead.
Substitute Eriko Arakawa pulled
oneback forJapan ininjury time.
[t set up a enticing replay of the

| final fouryears ago in Athens which

the United States won 2-1 in extra-
time. The USA also defeated Brazil
in the third-place play-off in
Sydney in 2000.

"My girls are excellent, the fans
also helped us,” said Brazilian
coach Jorge Barcellos. "But what is
important is not to win but just to
compete.”

Brazil face USA

Cristiane, the tournament's top
scorer with five goals, said gold was
all the team cared about

"The whole team is aiming at the
gold medal," she said. "It's more
important to win the gold for the team
thanformetobethetopscorer.”

German coach Silvia Neid said
that she hoped they went on to win
gold.

"Brazil 1s a very strong team.
Last year in Shanghai we won the
World Cup. Now I hope Brazil win
the gold medal. They have a good
chance.”

Prinz got the opener for
Germany on 10 minutes, making
the breakthrough after a nervy start
by both sides, using her brute
strength to muscle past a defender
and into the box before calmly
rounding goalkeeper Barbara.

Rattled, Brazil looked to their
three most creative players -
Cristiane, Marta and Daniela -- for
inspiration and they duly delivered.

Cristiane sent a low cross into
the box with three minutes left in
the half which was met by the
advancing Formiga who smashed
theballinto the net from 20 yards.

Brazil came out after the break
just as determined and were ahead
within four minutes after Marta
picked up the ball just inside her
own half and went rampaging
down the middle of the park.

Drawing the defenders, she laid
off the ball to Cristiane in acres of

in final

space and the 23-year-old made no
mistake.

Brazil had another on 53 min-
utes when Marta rounded two
defenders as she cutinto the boxon
the right before burying the ball
with the outside of herleft boot.

Germany's back line was at fault
again for the fourth goal when
Cristiane danced past three
defenders before coolly placing the
ball beyond the oncoming keeper
with 14 minutes left.

The United States, two-time gold
medallists, recovered after Yukari
Kinga found Ohno unmarked inside
the six-yard box and she drilled the
ball home from point-blank range
inthe 16th minute.

But the match swung America's
way with two goals in three min-
utes nearing half-time.

Amy Rodriguez won the ball on
the right and her cross eluded two
defenders for unmarked Hucles to
tapin from close range to equalise.

A minute before the break
Chalupny cut in from the left and
unleashed a thumping volley to
give the USA a2-1lead.

The Americans went further
ahead in the 70th minute when a
speculator drive from O'Reilly flew
over goalie Miho Fukumoto and
into the net.

Hucles grabbed her second
when she beat Fukumoto with a
tightly-angled volley at the near
postwith 10 minutes left.

[.anka blow India

FROM PAGE 17
R Sharma ¢ Jayawardene b Thushara 19
DhonicJayawardenebMendis 6

Pathan lbwb Muralidaran 7
Harbhajan c Sangakkara b Muralidaran 12
Zaheer c Thushara b Muralidaran 12
Ojhanotout 16
Patel b Mendis 15
Extras: (b-2,1b-2, w-3) 7

Total: (All outin 46 overs) 146
Fall of wickets: 1-0,2-23,3-36,4-73,5-
75,6-87,7-87,8-107,9-117, 10-146.

Bowler O M R AW
Vaas 9 0 34 1
Kulasekara 7 P 28 2
Thushara RS W ) 1
Mendis g . At 3
Muralidaran 10 2 37 3
Jayasuriya 5 1 9 0
SRILANKA

Jayasuriya c Pathan b Patel 10
Sangakkaracandb Patel 19
Jayawardene not out 61
Kapugederanotout 45
Extras: (b-4,1b-3, w-5) 12
Total: (For two wkis in 34 4 overs) 147

Did not bat: Silva, Dilshan, Vaas,
Kulasekara, Thushara, Mendis,

Muralidaran.

Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-45.

Bowler M R W
Patel 9 0 32 2
Zaheer 7 | 24 0
Pathan 7 0. 35 0
Harbhajan 4 0 18 0
Ojha 3 0 9 0

Sharma 2.5 0. %1 0
Raina 2 e b | 0
Result: Sri Lanka won by eight
wickets.

Man-of-the-match: Ajantha
Mendis.

Toss: India

She 1s 16

FROM PAGE 17
subject any more because those

who know me, they know that I'm
16," she said.

The New York Times reported
last month that online records
showed two members of China's
women's team, He and Jiang
Yuyuan, may be only 14.

The age of a third athlete, Yang
Yilin, then came into question
when the state-run China Central
Television (CCTV) website posted a
profileindicating she toowas 14.

Due to concerns about the well-
being of young nasts whose
bodies are under huge stress when
they reach elite level, officials intro-
duced a rule in 1997 saying they had
to turn 16 dunng an Olympic yearto
competeat the Games.

Earlier this month an FIG state-
ment said: "The FIG has received
confirmation from the

[nternational Olympic Committee
that all passports are valid for all
gymnasts competing in the Beljing
Olympic Games."

Tamim

FROM PAGE 17

varied his flight and kept a stump
line and displayed the importance
of variation on such a flat track.
For the AIS the first five in the order
made 74, 55, 83, 69 and 34 and the
eventual score of 330-4 was reward
for that consistency. They also hit
hard whenever the opportunity
arose and at least three times the
ball gotlost.

“We have to bowl better. It's as
simple as that. We were poor in that
department and almost made up
for that with our batting. But we
need more control from the bowl-
ers," said Ashraful.

Bangladesh also left out bats-
man Alok Kapali and pacer Dollar
Mahmud from Monday's match
besides injured Nazimuddin.

The next warm-up against the
AlS isonWednesday.

SCORES IN BRIEF

AIS: 330-4 in 50 overs (G Moller 74,
M Wade 55, P Forrest 83, M
Henriques 69*, M Hill 34, L Davis
3* extras 12; Nazmul 1-62, Razzak
1-51, Forhad 1-67, Shakib 1-45).
BANGLADESH: 316 all out in 49.3
overs (Tamim 85, Mehrab 24,
Ashraful 71, Rokibul 34, Shakib 20,
Riyad 1, Dhiman 1, Razzak 33,
Nazmul 1, Forhad 30*, Shahadat 1,
extras 15; G Sullivan 1-60, M
Henriques 3-38, | Holland 4-43, S
Smith1-21).

Result: AIS won by 14 runs.

/.
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'Players will
trust them'

CRICINFO, undated

Despite concerns from several
members of the team, Australia's
players would trust the advice of
sccurity experts on whether to tour
Pakistan, according to the former
vice-captain Adam Gilchrist.

Gilchrist's comments came as
Cricket Australia (CA) again said it
was now up to the International
Cricket Council (ICC) to respond to
Issues raised during a meeting in
Meclbourne on Friday.

"I was speaking to a couple of
(players] yesterday [Sunday],”
Gilchrist told Australian Associated
Press. "There's a lot of uncertainty
and there always seems to be these
big decisions to be made,

"It is an important time for
cricket, everyone has identified
that -- players and administrators.
But as was the case throughout my
career, you just take the advice of
the experts in the security field and
that's what Cricket Australia and
the players' association are contin-
uing to do and the players would
trust that opinion, I have no doubt
about that.”

After Friday's security briefing
Australia captain Ricky Ponting
sald the players stll had concerns
about visiting Pakistan for the
Champions Trophy, particularly
regarding whether the safety mea-
sures that were planned could be
implemented properly. Michael
Brown, Cricket Australia's acting
chief executive, said the 1CC
needed to respond to such queries
before Australia would decide
whether to tour.

"Our view is quite simply we
need now to see where the ICC
choose to go with this," Brown said.
"I'm sure they will come back to us
in the next few days. The ICC are
the ones who are in control of both
the detail and the possible alterna-
tive venue, so I'm sure we all under-
stand thatit's their position now.”

Brown said Cricket Australia
had not asked individual players
whether they would go ahead with
the tour as such discussions were
irrelevant at this stage. "The impor-
tantissue now is for us to work with
the ICC," hesaid.

"We are not in the business of
going to players and asking their
answers prior to us making a deci-
sion.”

He takes gold

FROM PAGE 17

Chen Yibing eéxtended China's
perfect run of gold by winning the
still rings competition. That string
ended only because no Chinese
men qualified for vault.

[tseemed as ifa hurricane could-
n't have swayed Chen, the two-time
world champion, during his rou-
tine. He was perfectly still on nearly
every move in registering a 16.600
thatblewawaythe field of eight.

"I was nervous, but | was pre-
pared mentally and I believed I had
the abilitytowin,"” Chen said.

Chen hammed it up bigtime. He
lingered on the podium after his
performance to soak in the cheers,
and exulted with both arms high in
the air when his name was
announced at the medals cere-
mony. After an arm bump with
silver medalist Yang Wei, Chen
looked like he was smelling his
medal before he kissed it and held
it up to the crowd. He sang every
word of China's national anthem,
his eyes tearing toward the end.

"This is the highest individual
honour for me," he said, "and I
waited alongtime.”

All-around champion Yang Wei
wasn't nearly as impressive as in
his previous rings routines, but his
strength and steadiness earned
him silver. Oleksandr Vorobiov of
Ukraine took bronze.

Five-time Olympian Jordan
Jovtchev went first -- and soon was
gone. After he missed a handstand,
the five-time Olympian knew he
wasn't getting a fifth Olympic
medal. Jovtchev left the arena
moments later.

Booters, officials

FROM PAGE 17
The probe committee, led by

Harunur Rashid, also had recom-
mended sacking coach Abu Yusuf,
who failed to give the team proper
shape for international standard in
one and a half months and com-
promised with the players rather
than taking any measures against
them for breaking discipline.

Yusuf, who resigned after the
fifth SAFF Championship, was also
charged with breaking code of
conduct by talking to the press,
talking against part of the team
management and for failing to
informm the BFF high-ups in tume
about pressures on him by mem-
bers of the National Team
Management Committee for team
selection.

Assistant coach Golam Rabbani
Choton has proved inept for the job
while both the team leader and
team manager have been told to be
more careful in the future,

"It was expected that as a former
player, manager Sheikh Mohammed
Aslam would be able to inspire the
team and help tactically but in vain.
Team leader Shafiquzzaman also
failed to lead the team properly,”
added the report.

The probe committee, which
also comprised of Sirajul Islam
Bachchu and Anwarul Hoque
Helal, recommended that the BFF
should take more time to prepare
the national team and the players
and officials must be fully commit-

ted in future,

AFP, Belfing
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Games final,

The Argentines, inspired by
Barcelona superstar Lionel Messi,
have negotiated Ivory Coast,
Australia, Serbia and the
Netherlands to get to the last four,
with Messi scoring two of their
seven goals.

Despite being five-time World
Cup winners, Brazil have yet to win
the Olympic gold medal, coming
up short twice in their final appear-
ancesin 1984 and 1988,

The Brazilians, spearheaded by
AC Milan's Ronaldinho, yet have to
concede a goal in putting a total of
11 goals past Belgium, New

One of football's
combustible
rivalries is rekin-
dled with defend-
ing champions
Argentina taking
on Brazil here
today for a place
in the Olympic

Zealand, China and former cham-
plons Cameroon.

In 93 internationals, Brazil edge
Argentina 35-34 with 24 drawn, but
even though the Olympic football
competition is geared for under-23
players, teams are allowed to field
three over-age players.

Much will again be at stake for
these two South American giants,
notonly the lure of going on to play
for Olympic gold on Saturday, but
intense regional pride.

Barcelona fought hard to pre-
vent Messi playing in Beijing and
wanted him back in Spain in time
for the Champions League third
qualifying round matches, but the
all-action 21-year-old has illumi-
nated the tournament as he did
when Argentina won in Athens four
years ago.

Messi scored a brilliantly-taken
early goal and set up the second for
Angel di Maria in a hard-fought 2-1
extra-time win over the Dutch in a
Shanghai quarterfinal on Sunday.

Brazil also needed extra-time to

@he Bﬂﬂu 51;11- I

Arch-rivals clash today

put away belligerent Cameroon 2.9
in Shenyang last Sunday, needing
goals from Rafael Sobis and Rea)
Madrid's Marcelo to go through.

"Many people think the
Olympics are not as important to ug
as the World Cup. But we're Braz)
and every time we take to the pitch,
we do so to win. We want to claim
our country's first gold medal in
football,” coach Carlos Dunga said.

Brazil's pragmatic playing style
under Dunga has been criticised
with the aficionados obsessive
about 'Jogo bonito’ - play beautify)
- but Dunga insists he will noy
change his results-oriente®
approach against Argentina.

"We have (o play against every.
thing, we have to play to win,
there's no other way,” he said. "If
the opposition play open football
against Brazil, then we can play
open and pretty football.”

In the day's other semifinal,
Nigeria play Belgium, who upset
the more-fancied Italy 3-2 in the
quarterfinals.

BFF pins hopes on Manik

EeWfootball

SPORTS REPORTER

As expected, Shafiqul Islam Manik
has become the highest paid local
coach for the national football
team.

Announcing him as the new
coach for the next three and half
months ata press conference at the
BFF Bhaban, Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) vice-president
Badal Roy told that the contract is
renewable and the federation will
watch Manik's activities during the
period, |

"He starts working from today
and once the National Team
Management Committee (NTMC)
gives its prescription for team
selection, it will Mot interfere in
Manik's business,"” said Badal, also
the chairman of the NTMC.

"Afterselection, all responsibili-
ties belong to the coach. We want to
ensure that this 1s not breached.
Although we have made .a brief
contract, our plan is long-term
with Manik.

“We will recruit a technical
director and he will decide every-
thing bout national team's coach-

ing. That's why we've gone for a .

short contract. We know he 1s an

able coach and believe he will do ,

L]

the job properly.
Badal added that although
Manik will get only one tourna-

ment -- Merdeka Cup in Malaysia --
during this period, he would not be
judged by the result as the BFF has
no targetin the Merdeka Cup.

"We will see whether his activi-
ties are according to the terms and
referencesofthe jobornot.”

[t seems that it would be a test-
ing time for the former national
footballer, who has 12 years’ expe-
rienceinclub coaching.

‘I am grateful to my parents and
my mentors Gafoor Balooch and
Ali Imam for whom I have come

this far. I am also thankful to the
BFF because for evaluating my
ability,” said Manik whose monthly
salary would be Tk 60,000 in addi-
tion of other facilities.

His predecessor Abu Yusuf
received Tk 35,000 as national coach.

I know there had been prob-
lems with local coaches in the past
but I don't want to look back. All |
want is to work with the federation
as one of its members and try

improve the condition of lhe_’i

game,” added Manik.

PHOTO: STAS

New Bangladesh national football coach Shafiqul Islam Manik and BFF vice-
presidents Abdus Salam Murshedi (M) and Badal Roy (L) are all smiles after
the former got his contract with the federation yesterday at the BFF Bhaban.

ECB to talk participation

My resignation wouldn't harm Pakistan hosting it: Ashraf

AFP, London

England's participation in next
month's Champions Trophy in
Pakistan will be discussed at an
England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) meeting on Tuesday.

Security fears have already led
to New Zealand and Australia
casting doubts about competing
despite meeting with high-ranking
figures from the International
Cricket Council (ICC), the sport's
world governing body.

England players met with 1CC
representatives Sunday night to
discuss their fears about travelling.

An England spokesman told
BBC Sport: "ECB chief executive
David Collier was at the meeting
and he will report back.

"They have a board meeting in
London on Tuesday to discuss the
issue." -

The ECB spokesman added:
"The meeting lasted two hours and
it was an opportunity for all the
players to ask whatever questions

"David Collier and Hugh Morris,
managing director of the England
team, were both there and they
heard the views of all the players.

"They will report back to the
ECB board on Tuesday but I don't
know when adecisionisgoingtobe
announced.”

Meanwhile, Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chairman Nasim Ashraf
resigned on Monday, a few hours
after the resignation of Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf.

“Yes, I have resigned from the
postand itisnow the prerogative of
the new president of the country to
appoint a new chairman of the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB),”
Ashraf told this news agency from
[slamabad.

Musharraf, who was also patron
of the PCB, appointed Ashraf as the
head ofthe board in October 2006.

Ashrafsaid his resignation would
not harm Pakistan's chances of
hosting next month's Champions
Trophy, which is shroudedin doub
over security fears. .

“I will continue to work until a
new chairman is appointed and I
don't see my leaving affecting the

an institution and institutons are
notran byindividuals,” said Ashraf

However, Ashraf refused to link
his resignation to Musharraf's
decision.

"As happens when a new gov-
ernment takes charge, the sitting
ministers resign, and I have done
the same thing so that the new
president of the country appoints
the newchairman of the PCB.”

Pakistan hosts the Champions
Trophy from September 12-28.

Sania slide
goes on

PTI1, New Delhi

Sania Mirza's woeful Olympic
performance has seen herdrop two
places to 65th in the singles chartof
the latest WTA tennis rankings
issued on Monday.

After getting a bye in the first
round, the 21-year-old Indian was
forced to retire from her second
round match in Beijing due to a

they had about the tournament. Champions Trophy because PCB is  naggingwristinjury.
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