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witei™ Nadal takes gold |

AFP, London

Chelsea manager Luiz Felipe
Scolari enjoyed a spectacular
debutas hisside turned on the style

to rout Portsmouth 4-0 at Stamford the finish line in world-record time Olympic gold to MaryJo Fernandez points on Gonzalez's serve before !
Bridge on Sunday:. atthe Olympics' 100-meters final. his glittering "I'm so excited | can't even wrapping it up in the next game
Scolari had spoken atlength this People could be heard scream- season collection  speak,” saidVenus, with awide-angled forehand.

week about his desire to bring a
touch of Brazilian flair to a Chelsea
side always high on perspiration
butsometimes low on inspiration.

His new charges seem to have
got the message already. Their
touch, speed and movement left
Portsmouth bewildered and pro-
duced a demolition that took the
breath away.

Goals from Joe Cole and Nicolas
Anelka put Scolari’s team in con-
trol before Frank Lampard's pen-
alty capped the mostimpressive 45
minutes you will see this season.
Deco added a final flourish with a
stunning strike in the last minute.

Jose Mourinho brought Chelsea
success beyond their wildest
dreams but even the ‘Special One'
never puton a show like this.

Alter Arsenal and Liverpool gave
unconvincing displays on
Saturday, this was a serious state-
ment of intent from the leading
contenders for Manchester
United's title.

While it is only one game and
Scolari has clearly inherited a

supremely talented squad, the | AFp, Beijing Like Argentina, Brazil needed "We lost to them 0-3 in that | Limited, which offers bets on 21 | days b'.:rmf L realize I'm Olympic |
Brazilian has given his players the | —————————  gxtra-time to beat Cameroon 2-0 game," hesaid. Olympic events, Cha_f“p'““: Demunﬂevasald:
freedom to express their gifts in a | Players and with Rafael Sobis chipping the “It will be a difficult match (on oy g But ll}ls is for sure _thc biggest
way that promises quite aseasonin | coaches heaped goalkeepertobreakthe deadlock. Tuesday). But I think we'll play Manlk S JOb moment in my career, in my life. ]
west London. i praise on Real Madrid's Marcelo made it muchbetter than them." willnever forget thismoment.”
RESULTS Barcelona super- safe with the second goal four In the other semifinal, Nigeria | FROM PAGE 17 Russia had already !’EE“ BSIANS

4 star Lionel Messi  minutes later after leadup work by  play surprise package Belgium, | €ontractpositively. anteed the first tennis podium
Sunday , | AC Milan's Ronaldinho and substi- who sent European powerhouse {haveworkedforclubsforlong | sweep in 100 years when Vera
Chelsea 4 (J. Cole 12, Anelka 26, | ['R<iing 2002 after he steered o S RN R ¥y RSB POWEINOUSE | -and want to serve the national ]

3 A B defending cham- tuteThiago Neves. Italy packing 3-2. : Zvonareva, a late call-up for the

Lamp;lrfi 45-pen, Anderson Deco OO@ pions Argentina Brazil have won the World Cup Belgium played most of the leam alls? furslurlg periud‘.dl rd my injured Maria Sharapova, clinched
89) Portsmouth 0 A five times but have never managed match a man down after defender target. 't's understandable that the | the bronze megal play-off against

Saturday

Arsenal 1 (Nasn 4) West Bromwich
0; Bolton 3 (Steinsson 34, Davies41,
Elmander 45) Stoke 1 (Fuller 90);
Everton 2 (Arteta 45, Yakubu 64)
Blackbum 3 (Dunn 22, Santa Cruz
66, Ooiljer 90); Hull 2 (Geovanni 22,
Folan 81) Fulham 1 (Ki-Hyeon 8);
Middlesbrough 2 (Wheater 71,
Mido 86) Tottenham 1 (Huth 90-
og); Sunderland 0 Liverpool 1
(Torres 83); West Ham 2 (Ashton 3,
10)Wigan 1 (Zaki47)

Tigers' first

FROM PAGE 17
from the Australian Under 19 side

that had lost to Bangladesh in the
Plate final of the 2004 World Cup.
Bangladesh is likely to restsome

players for this first game where |
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Chelsea striker Nicolas Anelka (C) heads in the second goal during their Premier League match against Portsmouth

at Stamford Bridge on Sunday.

Messi sets up Brazil tie

into a glamour
Olympic semifinal against Brazil.

The influential 21-year-old,
considered by many to be the best
player in the business, was instru-
mental in driving his side through a
tough test against the Netherlands
2-1 in their quarterfinal.

Messi, who almost didn't play
here with his club wanting him
back in Spain in time for the
Champions League third qualify-
ing round matches, scored the first
goal and set up the second for
Angel di Maria in extra-time.

"He 1s one of the best football
players in the world,” said

Argentinacoach Sergio Batista.

"The whole team had a great

| performance in the match. We won
| the game because of the endeavour

oftheteam.”

Olympic gold, something they are
desperate to putright.

As they work on a plan to shatter
Brazil's dreams once again,
Argéntina will consult the legend-
ary Maradona on how best to
approach the game.

He arrived in China on Saturday
to get behind the team, watching
from the VIP box as they beat the
Netherlands.

"He came to meet the whole
team on Saturday afternoon, he
was very kind and cheered every-
one up, encouraged everyone, and
he told me how to play in this
match, like not to make long
passes,” said striker Sergio Aguero.

“I'll meet him later to talk about
the Brazil game."

Brazil have now scored 11 goals

ThomasVermaelen wasred-carded
early but still managed to go
through, which pleased captain
Maarten Martens.

"The team is always hard work-
ing, but also has some very good
qualities,” he said.

"Most importantly we all want
to achieve something. We won by
giving 100 per cent. It was really
hard but everyone had a lot of
belief during the game, even with a
playerbeingsent offearlyon."

They face a tough task after the
African giants proved too good for
Ivory Coast, winning 2-0.

Inthe end itwas Nigeria's inher-
ited experience from six Olympics
and one gold medal which paid off,
and coach Samson Siasia said it
was theirbest performance yet.
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Fans of the world's fastest man
sprayed Red Stripe beer into the air
on Saturday as Usain Bolt crossed

ing on the streets of Kingston as the
Jamaica native posted a time of
9.69seconds,

“I've never seen anything like
it," said former Olympian sprinter
Juliet Cuthbert, who now works as a
local TV sportscaster.

lennis and soccer matches were
halted at a sports club in Kingston
as dozens of men gathered around
aTVtowatchtherace,

“Him bigga than dem!” the men
shouted in patois when the race
ended as they grabbed their beers
and celebrated. Some wore the
yellow, green and black national
colors.

‘I knew Bolt couldn't be
beaten,” said Ansil Mcleod, who
questioned the mental resolve of
competing Jamaican runner Asafa
Powell, calling him a “bit too soft.”
Powell came in fifth.

Local bookies had made Bolt the
1-5 favourite after his emphatic
quarterfinal victory on Thursday.
Prior to that race, the odds on Bolt
were 6-4, said Wilbert Witter, a
spokesman for Track Price Plus

BFF has yet to chalk out their full
future plan so there is nothing
wrong in offering me a brief con-
tract,” Manik told The Daily Star.

"Everything will depend on how
[ perform with the team [during
this short period),” told the former
national fullback, who started his
coaching career as a trainer for
Mohammedan in 1996.

Manik, who coached
Muktijoddha from 1997 to 2005,
rejoined Mohammedan last season
and guided them to finish runners-
upintheinaugural B. League.

"I know I will be under the eyes
of many because of the national
team but I don't think my worth
would be evaluated after just one
assignment. People must take into
account what I have done for foot-
ball in the past," said the new

AFP, Beijing

Spain's Rafael
Nadal added

as he destroyed
Chilean

5’
Tejing 2008
Fernando

QQQ Gonzalez in the

men'’s singles final on Sunday.

Nadal, whose tennis domina-
tion will be confirmed when he
becomes world number one for the
first time on Monday, blew
Gonzalez away6-3,7-6 (7/2), 6-3 to
claim his eighth title this year.

He is the first top-five player to
take the men's title and the only
Spanish champion after near-
misses in 1992 and 1996. Nadal has
already won his fourth consecutive
French Open and first Wimbledon
title this season.

Earlier Elena Dementieva won a
combustible final against Dinara
Safina to head a Russian one-two-
threeinthe women's singles.

The world number seven recov-
ered from an error-strewn first set
to win 3-6, 7-5, 6-3, making up for
her disappointment in losing the
2000 final.

"It's very difficult to explain the
way I feel right now. It will take a few

China's LiNa6-0, 7-5.

Meanwhile, 2000 doubles cham-
pions Serena and Venus Williams
won their second title with a one-
sided 6-2, 6-0 win against Anabel
Medina Garrigues and Virginia
Ruano Pascual of Spain.

The sisters become only the
second pair to win the women's
doubles twice after fellow
Americans Gigi Fernandez and

Yan Zi and Zheng Jie bagged the
bronze against Ukrainian sisters
Alona and Kateryna Bondarenko,
handing China their second suc-
cessive women's doubles medal
after Li Ting and Sun Tiantian's
victory in 2004,

The men's final had seemed a
formality, such is Nadal's current
form, and the muscular 22-year-
old duly raced through the first sert,
breaking at 1-0 and taking the lead
with aforechand winner.

Gonzalez blew his chance to get
back into the match when he put a
simple volley wide after creating
two second-set points on Nadal's
serve.
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Nadal was never behind in the
tie-break and he landed the knock-
out blow by breaking at 2-1 in the
third, He missed three match

The women's singles final got
off to a low-quality and bad-
tempered start with neither player
able to hold serve and frustrations
growing on both sides of the net.

A shrieking Dementieva lost the
first set but crucially held off a
break point at 5-5 in the second
beforelevelling the match.

Safina swiped the ball into lhﬁ
n

crowd and smashed her racquet o
the floor in the tense third set as
Dementieva closed it out on her
first match point.

Russia currently dominates
women's tennis with five of the top
10 players and three of the last four
Fed Cup titles.
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Spanish star Rafael Nadal holds up the national flag after receiving the gold
medal for his victory over Fernando Gonzalez of Chile in their men's singles
final atthe Beijing Olympic Games on Sunday.

Like a thunder-Bolt

FROM PAGE 17
When asked how to deal with the

dominance of the 6-foot-5-inch
Bolt, Patton said, "How do you deal
with Jordan? How do you deal with
LeBron? He's a freak of nature. You
guys saw it for yourselves. I just
happened to have a front-row
seat.”

gold medal contenders along with
the Jamaicans. But by the time the
relay takes place, Dix and Bolt
could be very tired athletes, with
the 200 also on their schedules.
Competing in the 100 and 200,
Dix is handling the load Gay
expected to have during the
Games. For his part, Gay does not

Liza 43rd

SPORTS REPORTER

Woman FIDE Master Shamima
Akhter Liza finished 43rd in the
girls' section of the World Junior
Chess Championship in Turkey:
Liza won the last round game
against Woman FIDE Master
Chierici Marianna of Italy on
Saturday.to secure six points from
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! X, ‘h coach Foppe De in four matches and have yet to "Tactically we were very sound | €each,whohadspentamonthwith The dominant performance by regret attempting the sprint dou- | 13 py f - ,
_ . . I - Even Dutc ppe De Y y ry 5 s ; B Tt gam
both teams may dt‘.mfje toallow 12 | 112 was full of praise, and tipped concede a goal in the Beijing tour- andwetookourchances," hesaid. Brazilian top-flight club Botafogo | the 21-year-old Bﬂlt.“’“ the sec-  ble at the ftrials. Dix is a medal Indian International Master
plahw_.rmg lnt‘-mhtr‘fﬁ.j'ﬁf '.;ouldtr}.' to Argentina to beat Brazil on nament, adding to Argentinian "Every team who has come to | 10 1998 for his club attachment | ond shocker nfth_e night. The first contender in the 200 competition, | Harika Dronavalli became cham-
ac'r. (]mmgf:mtg d{'l txt{a fﬂfﬂn;an_ DE Tuesday. cOneermns. the Olympics wants a gold medal, cuurs:e and an advanced training came in the s?m1ﬁnals when_ Gay which begins Monday. Bolt is a pionwith 10.5 points.
Lo i _ﬂl““ 1mj““h' We 'wonldrpick “I like Messi, even though he's But Liverpool defensivemidfielder - but it is not easy. There are many P“glgédﬂ?mf’- HealsoholdsAFC'sC- | failed to qualify. Bolt was disap- threat to the world record of 19.32 A total of 67 players took part in
”;” ﬁns [}r«}l}c{llg ‘e.‘aé“ ‘OMQITOW | o1 the otherteam,” he said. "When  Javier Mascherano is confident of obstacles but, of course, having an[h cencgz.d{ Ly pointed that the reigning world that Michael Johnson set in 1996, the competition.
iiilnn ayd Ash 5;“1 T S L gets the ball he is unbelievable. winning, adding that they want to  come this far we want the gold now. (s E‘EQEL andnlst?ll-:?t Tm 02 champion did not compete for the fhﬂuEfl the ﬂEWlﬂ)’ crowned
; uﬁ?mmal h ‘tratzliDUUa:n local | Argentina are better than Brazil, avenge their defeat to Brazl in the "The semifinal is going to be u‘_rnetgub J 4 Manil;cre Ijedihen gold. Gay called_ h:sh failure to world sfasyesl man" had trouble ICriCket l’lOt
St f;;g;n hﬂi{ﬁ T aewativne | theyhaveamodern passinggame.” CopaAmericafinallastyear. very tough, butitis possible.” askedabc?lrlgtiuishmmuneratli)uns advance devastatlmg. ’ ECEI;PWIEdEmBalﬂ‘!ﬂL §o
-30: ST). A O~ m not re worried about
has been perfect for cricket here | "I look forward to discuss with | . Giil?ffdiemriin?: lt:t:f;as gﬂ: T i v s::rid Bolt "My;uL:] Olmpic'
and the clear blue sky is unlikely to [ : ° o the NTMC about my work and how q g y, bu worl Jh . G
be any different tomorrow. The | ‘ ? C awagUta in to plan for the success of the hoped to work ‘4‘“‘“3" mf:cham- Is topustEomeieT: anciwin thave
Tigers play three more warm-ups | exp O Sl e ue f national team. Everyone has to | €2l and fitness issues during the 2 lnltd mnreduine o think about | PTI, New Delhi
- , - : 2 | - heats. That proved too tough with  World records.
against the AIS on August 20, 23 | or Brown work for the improvement of the 1 _ 5 g : ; : :
and 25. i FROM PAGE 17 Adam Gilchrist. It is important not game and I am also a partofit.” truncated training. After suffering akf’erh;ps B_”h s biggest lfalethnt is | Cricketers might be excited at the
TEAMS | bestin416one-dayinternationals- g Jet them have a good start,” said | CRICINFO, undated a left hamstring strain July 5 in th_e :n ;gri:iee g;]:iectalua?s * bifuers idea ofc:}mpet}ngtq Oly'mPIC-S:bl}I :
BANGLADESH (from): | -189atSharjahin2000--alsocame phoni. FROM PAGE 1 200 quarterfinal at the US Olympic Pl sl aftI; racegs el former champion hnfm:dChn;Ue
\Iol;ammad Ashraful [captaim‘ | againstindia. "They are the batsmen who take | Walter Chawaguta, the former | overall Medal track trlf:ls. Gay c’}Id not have Game% e T ate S has strongly upp:}sed it, fearing
R ¥, . ' - b - ~ == s ' s : | | h time to regain the form he ' correct in that | +he sport would "hamper” pros-
Nazimuddin, Tamim Igbal, He is the second-highest scorer chances. They can commit mis- Zimbabwe Under-19 Fnach, has o q \ €noug HAES : there will be plenty of time to think P VUL B L) .
0 S : _ : .dav inte Is with <3 ' : taken charge of the national team, o | O showed setting an American P pects of individual disciplines
Mehrab Hossain, Rokibul Hassan, | in one-day internationals wit takes if you try to restrict them. All o | ; , about and set world records. The _ _
Shakib Al Hasan, Alok Kapali, 12,688 runs, behind Unl'_v’ India's these p[a};erg are very diﬁcrent* but Cricinfo has !Earnt' ChﬂWﬂth[ﬂ AUS g0l | 1" record [9??} in the 100 Or running Boltera isjuststarting. which W-'c'."l.lt for the Games to show-
Dhiman Ghosh (wicketkeeper), | SachinTendulkar (16,361). for someone like Jayasuriya, it's I"Ep]aCl?S R”P‘f& Bm‘:ln- wak?se KOR -8 9 1 5 thf: fastest time ever (9.68) at the With the way he finished the 100 CHSE?:&'IEIII&]EH[StD memld:
Mahmudullah Riyad, Abdur Like the Sri Lankan, the 29-year- importantto gethim outearly." ;t;‘.lﬂlﬁ:;;[ E&P‘E‘* In ] YE o nﬁ JPN 8 5] | 7 ma}s. . . final the race looked like a corona- Team sports like r:_ncket
Razzak, Mashrafa Bin Mnrtakza old Sehwag is also capable of domi- India and Sri Lanka will play five Z!mb— bfvc'r:; E};frsﬂn 0 coac RUS 7 1 | 12 | My hﬂanllstrmg feels_ good, tion. but far from the ultimate crown- | should not be included in the
(vice-captain), ?}RZH?U[ Hossain, nating any attack on any surface one-day internationals, with the m&;;ﬂ lla }:;5 is g ITA 6 6 : 6 saleray. It's not bothering me. | ing momentin a young career. Olympics. Olympics is a personal
Shahadat Hossain, Forhad Reza, | \ith rich strokeplay. The Indian first two to be held here and the decentcnﬂﬁutl{u elegslyrawand UKR o < don't have any type of excuses. I { game where sportsman tries to
Dollar Mahmud. : has scored 5,810 runs in 191 remainingthreein Colombo. i th Ph h FRA | 4 9 * 12 A O nver?vhehm.ed it It A h aful 1 excel within himself,” the 48-year-
AlS (from): Matthew Wade, Gre SR o ek the consensusis thathe cannothope 0 4 e 3 being the Olympics. It's just one of ST romises :
J & | matches with nine hundreds and o ROM | & YL J old 100 metre champion told PTI
Moller, Peter Forrest, Moises el - ' TEAMS o stand up to the more political ESP < A TR those things that happened. frrom PAGE 17 : 22 ’
Henriques, Michael Hill, Liam | 29Bal-centuries | INDIA (from): Mahendra Singh | elements within the board who are 7 B S e b bl oo S e tindy S Sl It would be unfair to include
Davis, SIEF;hE'ﬂ O'Keefe, ‘:‘;lfphf‘ﬂ SRR e (o T e L Dhon! (capt), Gautam Gambhir, | pushing to control selection and NED (2 4 14 mul:e training or more races, but :E?gg; aid t.lfe nifillim:;gl]):rgst CHctet In, T ATINCEESSE e
1 ' - agond startwe have a fair chance of Virender Sehwag, Yuvraj Singh impose racial quotas. His appoint- i | : g ‘ + k o i y : é % plﬂ}"EI'S of other Sports, ﬁpmaﬂy
Smith, Ben Cutting, John Holland, L " ont : & ) 5L, L q PP POL . o besides that, I just kept trying to  us,” he said. "We are an improvin . :
Grant Sullivan, Usman Khawaja, | Winningthematch,” said Dhoni. Rohit Sharma, Suresh Raina, | mentis more down to the need to be C7E i 2 3 10 Hpia ot Lorl e Savn b o sid:e e eelidn remfins thg of individual events wait for the
Theo Doropoulos, Peter George. "A good start is very important  gyhramaniam Badrinath, Virat | seen to act quickly and also the JAM | 9 } 2 1 0 guundy y & R T At }We Tl AT single day to happen and show
in any form of cricket, but it does  gghli Parthiv Patel Irfan Pathan. | acceptance that in the present cli- CAN i PR T J . : ; - : their talents,” he added.
- : i SRy - : | . Gay estimates that his ham- the past, that if we get to scores in e TSk =
not mean the entire pressure is on = . mate, Zimbabwe Cricket cannot ' i ? X : 75 : S Chn th nlv B sh ath-
e up SOCCEX p Praveen Kumar, Harbhajan Singh, PRK | 2 i A o K&k stie, the only British a
PERCE a . : . g injury set his training bac the region of 250, then we can put :
| the openers. Sehwag is a sort of 7aheer Khan Rudra Pratap Sineh. | hopetoattractanyoverseascoaches. 1 * - byl e | win 100 metre race gold
p B eer ; p Singh, . NZL 2 s o ) § ete to win g
, - : After plaving one first-class | | 3-4 weeks. As aresult, thereigning  pressure on the opposition. _ ;
FROM PAGE 17 player who takes a fair amount of  MunafPatel, Pragyan Ojha. playing : SU| 2 0 | 3 13 chabsidn A6 TR0 axd Bangladesh play all their five | medals in Olympics, World
Stadium and Mohammedan isk. Heis a strokeplave : game for Mashonaland in 1997-98, ; world ¢ pion L : _ piay _ A
s Chib Bace Rah B e i e 500 SRI LANKA (from): Mahela | &~ "0 "% od to coachin GEO - 7] 2 DSy 200 will leave Beijing without an  practice matches at the Gardens | Championships, Commonwealth
Spumng u dce amatgan} Heilsin a VETY gDDd nick and so layawa[dene (cap{}r Kumar gu & CUB 1 <R individual dal. His last chance beginni thei ; Games and Ellfﬂpeaﬂ Champiﬂn'
MES at the Bangabandhu National | i< Gautam Gambhir. Thev did well i ~ : first with the U-19s and then the A ! individual medat. ris last c Oval, beginning their campaign on : , _ _ _
Stadium (BNS) in Group D is Gautam Gambhir. They didwellin Sangakkara, Sanath Jayasuriya, team. He was briefly a selector in KAZ 1 3 7 4 at any kind of medal comes in the  August 18, when they take on the | ships, feelsincludingcricketin the
matches. ; the Testsalso dnd Witk have dfi ol Mahela Udawa@. Chamara Silv, 2004, and was a contender for the ZIM ! R e 4x100 Friday. With Dix and Patton  Australian Institute of Sports. The | Olympics could be detrimental to
The tournament committee respnnsﬂ.nhl}!.l:.vutno[.}rf:asure. Tillakaratne Dllshan_, Chamara national coach in 2005, but lost out AZE 1 Z i 2 on the team, the American are first ODIwill be played on August 30. otherdisciplines.
had ded the matches for a Dhoni said it was important for ~ Kapugedera, Chaminda Vaas, | ,“yaevin Curran. Chawaguta NOR__ I 1 .
wlefziiig w?emuiﬁr:]lz atLhEBfr‘JS his team to dismiss Jayasuriya Muttiah Muralitharan, Dilhara though, was part ['}f the natiunai INA 1 1 ! R
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and,publc holidays and later | 2} iva can be compared  Thustars. Niwan Kisselarsehan | £ouBl S Seian RN IR RN CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffe |
Stadium as an additional venue for | With Sehwag or (retired Australian) Mubarak, MalindaWarnapura. FIN TR LA O RIC:UES 36 :::me 3 Eander- 21 Carte 12 1a
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