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"Borsha Mongal Utsab” was cele-
brated at the Lokayan Museum
premises in Sadar upazila,
Thakurgaon recently to celebrate
the monsoon. Lokayan Museum
authority organised the
programme

A discussion was held at the venue
prior to the cultural programme

Deputy Commissioner ol
Thakurgaon, Miah Abdullah
Mamun attended the programme
as chief guest. Lokayan Museum
Chairman, Muhammad Shahid
uz-Zaman presided over the event.

At the cultural programme,
Jasmin Akter began by singing a
folk song, Simsimai dewar pani
Alay ana de. The group perfor
mances included Emon-o barisha,
Esho neep-o bon-eand more.

Local cultural personalities and
government officials attended the
programme.
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Exhibition

Titte: Dissocton of Time
Artist: Uttam Kumar Roy
Venue: La Gallerie, Alllance
Francaise de Dacca, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmond
Dafe: August 15-28

Time: S9am-12pm and Spm-
8pm (Saturdays Spm-8pm)
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Venue: Chhayanal
Sangskriti Bhaban
Date: August 21
Time: 7pm

Artistes sing at Lokayan Museum premises.

Shrotar Ashor

Artistes: Laisa Ahmed,
Md. Sifayet Ullah, S M
Khaled and Sazia Hossain
Organiser: Chhayanat
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

...............................................

Bishwa Sahitya Kendra, Pabna
organised a prize-giving
programme for avid young read-
ers last Wednesday. The
programme was held at Pabna
Pabna
Sadar Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) and chief guest Dr. Abdul
Hakim distributed prizes among
the students. A discussion was
also held at the function.

Professor Fatema Khatun of
Bengali department of the college;
Shamsunnahar Borna, the organ-
iser of Bishwa Sahittya Kendra,
Pabna and President of Pabna
Drama Circle, Gopal Sannyal also
spoke on the occasion.

Books are the storehouse of
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knowledge and the students
should read not only the pre-
scribed books butalarge variety -
- was the view of the speakers.
They also emphasised that the
reading habit could draw the
younger generation away from
drug addiction; adverse peer
pressureandenmc. LI

Later books were distributed
as prizes among college stu-
dents. "Bishwa Sahittya Kendra
has launched the reading
programme in Pabna. Most of the
college students have involved
themselves in this programme,"
said Shamsunnahar Borna, the
organiser of Bishwa Sahittya
Kendra, Pabna. Such
programmes would be held in
other institutions as well, she
added.
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Group Exhibition

Title: Rhapsody: Glimpses
of Contemporary Art from
Bangladesh and India
Venue: Galleri Kaya, H 20
Rd 16, Sec 4, Uttara
Date: August 17-28

Time: 11am-8pm

Movie Watch

nment

ng
Oga
Arts, H ZT5/F, Rd 27 (old),
Dhanmondi
Date: August 12-19
Time: 12pm-8pm

Painti
Exhibition

Title: Tradiional Chinese
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Painting
niser:

People’s Republic of
Venuve:
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“Vicky Cristina Barcelona”: Woody Allen

explores affairs of the heart, yet again

[t's the same old opening credits, the elegant
white font on the black background, but the
music is new. The pulse of a Spanish guitar
replaces the big-band brass that usually heralds
Woody Allen's films. Barcelona subs for
Manhattan. The eroticism of Javier Bardem and
Scarlett Johansson replaces the neuroticism of
anaging NewYorker wringing his hands.

And it's all thanks to Allen's extended holi-
dayin Europe.

It's done nothing but good for him -- and the
audience. See his recent England-set Shake-
spearean tragedies "Match Point” and "Cas-
sandra's Dream," in which he's pointed the
camera toward something more reflective
instead of self-reflexive. Now, from Spain, Allen
brings a movie that plays like a greatest-hits
album. "Vicky Cristina Barcelona"” is nothing
the audience hasn't seen before, but the pack-
dgINg 1S gorgeous.

And that's not just because the cast includes
two of Spain's best (and best-looking) actors,
Javier Bardem and Penélope Cruz, as Juan
Antonio and Maria Elena, two divorced paint-
ers who have driven each other to -- among
other things -- attempted homicide, or because
their explosive relationship is reignited by the
luscious Scarlett Johansson. "Vicky Cristina
Barcelona” is beautiful because Allen blends an
expatriate hipness with the sharpness of his
older dramas and the effervescence of his older
comedies.

So Cristina. In Barcelona. With Vicky, her
best friend, played by the disarming Bnmh
Actress Rebecta Hall. Cristina 1s blond and
carefree and unsure of what she wants from
life and love. Vicky is brunet and staid and
engaged to a thoroughly satisfactory man who
wears khakis. When the two friends join Juan
Antonio for a weekend in the country, both are
charmed, and they fall for him in different
ways. Penélope Cruz, as Maria Elena, blows
into the movie almost an hour later and frac-
tures the narrative hypotenuse of the love
triangle. Cristina, the superego, only knows
what she doesn't want out of life. Vicky, the
ego, can't escape from what she does want
from life. And Juan Antonio and Maria Elena
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are the lustful, vulgar ids who tear through the
women's uncertainty and decorum,

Woody has given his audience Freudian
love triangles before (in "Hannah and Her
Sisters" and "September”). He's given lustful
rogues (himself in "Manhattan®) and con-
fused heroines (Mia Farrow in "The Purple
Rose of Cairo”),

"Vicky Cristina Barcelona® is different

‘Penelope Cruz and Javier Bardem in “Vicky Cristina Barcelona”.

because it's really about Vicky and Cristina,
and Juan Antonio and Maria Elena. This time
Allen's philosophical musings emerge subtly
from the interaction of these characters and
their choices instead of through trademark
dialogue. Though he relies too much on the
curt observations of an omniscient narrator,
the movie still feels more casual, more paint-
erly, more about great characters than the
invocation of Freud or Balzac or Ernest Becker.
Through these characters and the natural
performances, and without worrying about
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landing punch lines or wringing hands, Allen
lets the movie unfurl toward a sublime conclu-
sion and final shot, the kind that makes you
sigh with gratitude (or relief) that he's in firm
control of this phase of his career.

"Life is short,” Juan Antonio says as a come-
on to Vicky and Cristina, "life is dull, life is full
of pain. The trick is to enjoy life, accepting it
has no meaning whatsoever,” and one is
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reminded immediately of Allen's opening
monologue from "Annie Hall" more than 30
years ago: Life is "full of loneliness, and mis-
ery, and suffering, and unhappiness, and it's
all over much too quickly.”

He's not lazily re-chewing this theme in
2008. It's merely a familiar melodic riff deftly
woven into a mellower, deeper progression of
chords.
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Source: The Yashingion Post
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On Star World at 11:30 pm
Late-night show hosted by s, Wy
Emmy-winning comedian

Jimmy Kimmel

HBO

08:30  Casper

10:30  The Net20

12:30  Norbit

02:30  Hideaway

04:30  Mission: impossible Il
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