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CCCI keen to set up scanner at
Ctg port without govt finance

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI) expressed interest to
set up container scanning
machine at the Chittagong
port with the chamber's own
funds and without any finan-
cial involvement of the gov-
ernment.

In a fax-message to the
Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed, CCCI President In-
Charge MA Latif proposed
Tuesday to allow the CCCI to
install scanning machine at
Chittagong port on the basis
of Built, Own and Operate

(BOO) as the latter did for the
automation system at the
Chittagong Customs House.

[t is vital to install scan-
ning machines to make the
port compliant and to bring
dynamism into the port's
activities,

[tisalso needed to save the
port users from unnecessary
harassment and to increase
revenue collection by follow-
ing transparent procedures,
the CCCI leader observed in
the fax message.

The CCCI leader said that
as per international rules
and conditions of safety and
other compliances for cargo

transportation, there i1s a
provision to scan containers
bound for any port in the US,
European Union or other
countries, prior to ship-
ments.

Scanning at a third port or
transit point some times
takes an additional five to
six days to increase the lead-
time of cargo transporta-
tion.

On the other hand, in case
of imports, an absence of
scanning points creates
scopes for evading taxes
through false declaration
and this causes unnecessary
harassment of honest busi-

nessmen aswell,
As such installation of

scanning machines at the
entry and exit points of the
port becomes imperative to
help transparent taxation of
import cargo for increasing
revenues and
containerisation of export
cargo to follow international
compliance, said MA Latif in
the fax message.

But, due to various com-
plexities with the installation
of scanners at the initiative,
the government could not do
soin the last thirteen years.

An ongoing process of
installation of scanners

came to a halt recently as the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) was not providing the
loanitassured earlier.
Furthermore, installation
of the scanners with the gov-
ernment's fund under fresh
initiative would delay the
process even further and
pushitinto uncertainty.
Under the situation, the
CCCI proposed to allow them
to install the scanners by
following the Public
Procurement Rules and tech-
nical compliance of the ten-
ders floated at the initiative
of the government earlier,
sald a CCCI press releases,
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WARID TELECOM

Mahboob Hossain, general manager (Sales) of Warid Telecom, and Ghulam Mohiuddin, managing
director of Grameen Cybernet Ltd, exchange documents after signing an agreement. Muneer Farooqui,
chief executive officer of Warid Telecom, and other high officials from both sides were also present.

Bureaucratic structures translate

Into administrative barriers

Discussion told

STAR BUSINESS REPORT . .

An inappropriate bureaucratic
structure results in various
administrative barriers and
affects not only the private
sectors but also the regulators,
experts said at a discussion
yesterday.

“Often, an inappropriate
structure is the root of all prob-
lems. Economic philosophies
have changed but bureaucracy
has not. We need to readjust the

system,” Titekar Ahmed, a spe;
cialist on Administrative
Barrier Review (ABR), said at an
Experience Sharing session on
ABR at the Sonargoan Hotel.
Syed Akhtar Mahmood, senior
program manager of IFC
Investment Climate Fund
moderated the session.

The two-day programme
titled, 'Stimulating Private
Sector Development Reforms
for Economic Empowerment
of Bangladesh' was organised

by . IFC-BICF, (International
Finance Corporation-
Bangladesh Investment
Climate Fund) in a bid to
launch the Regulatory Reform
Core Group.

The 60-member Core Group,
which draws members from 30
government agencies and nine
private sector chambers, aims
to expose mid-level officials
from the government's private
sector related agencies and
private sectorrepresentatives.
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Warid signs agreement with
Grameen CyberNet

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Warid Telecom yesterday
signed an agreement with
Grameen CyberNet Limited
(GCL) in Dhaka to provide
complete telecommunication
services under its corporate
package, said a pressrelease.

Under the agreement,
Grameen CyberNet will enjoy
customised call tariff and value
added services of Warid
Telecom, which would keep
the users of the leading
Internet service provider one
step ahead of others in receiv-
ing telecommunication ser-
vices.

Chief Executive Officer of
Warid Telecom Muneer
Farooqui thanked Grameen
CyberNet authorities for
choosing Warid telecom's

services to meet their telecom-
munication needs. “We hope
users in Grameen CyberNet
would enjoy our high-quality
services at a very competitive
price,' he said.

Lauding Warid Telecom for
its quality services, Managing
Director of GCL Ghulam
Mohiuddin said, “Our employ-
ees will enjoy Warid's crystal-
clear sound and almost zero
call-drop facilities and it will
also help us to reduce our tele-
communication costs signifi-
cantly.”

Managing Director of
Grameen CyberNet Ghulam
Mohiuddin and General
Manager (Sales) of Warid
Telecom Mahboob Hossain
signed the agreement on
behalf of their respective
organisations.

4th Chef of the Year
2008 competition

launched

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The 4th Monitor Malaysian

Palm Oil 'Chef of the Year 2008'

competition was launched

yesterday to promote and popu-
larise the country's traditional

food and search for culinary

talents.

Kazi Wahidul Alam, editor of
The Bangladesh Monitor and
the chairman of the competi-
tion, said we have been arrang-
ing the competition to encour-
age the talented formal and
amateur chefs of the country
for thelastthree years.

“The competition would
enrich and develop the coun-
try's culinary industry further,”
he said while adding that less
has been done to highlight the
country's culinary industry.

He was speaking at the press
conferences organised by the

Bangladesh Monitor in the
capital.

The competition will be held
In two categories: professional
and amateur chef and the win-
ners will be rewarded with Tk
10,000 and two Dhaka-Dubai
return tickets.

The deadline for submitting
entries with two traditional
recipes is 10th October and by
mid November the final round
of the competition will be held.
An 11 member Jury board
headed by the famous nutri-
tionist Siddiqua Kabir will
select the winners.

AKM Fakhrul Alam, regional
manager of Malaysian Palm Oil
Council and Hanif Zakaria,
area manager of Emirates in
Bangladesh were also present
at the press conference. The
two organisations are the pre-
mium partner of the event.

Indian industrial growth
slows in June

AFP, New Delhi

India's industrial output grew
by just 5.4 percent in June,
down sharply from the rate a
year earlier, data showed
Tuesday, in another sign that
Asia’s third-largest economy is
slowing.

Experts have forecast eco-
nomic growth will slow this
year as high borrowing costs
and tough global financial
conditions bite, with some
predicting expansion as low as
seven percent, down from nine
percentlastyear.

Industrial production accel-
erated by just 5.4 percent in
June compared with 8.9 per-
cent in the same month a year
earlier, the figures showed.

"We expect the overall trend
to be down on the back of rising
inflation, interest rates and
slowing export demand,” said
HSBC economist Manas Paul,

But the figure -- in line with
analysts' forecasts -- picked up
from May when industrial

output grew by a revised 4.1
percent while consumer pro-

duction remained robust, |
growing by 10 percent, partly |

duetoalowyear-ago base.
For the April-June financial

quarter, industrial production |

growth slowed to 5.2 percent,
down from 7.1 percent in the
same period a year earlier,
reflecting the impact of a slew
ofinterestrate hikes.

The central bank has been
aggressively tightening mone-
tary policyinabid to curb infla-
tion riding at 13-year highs,
denting spending by consum-
ers who take out loans to
finance their purchases.

The vehicle sector, among
others, has shown a sharp slow-
down in sales, reflecting the
monetary tightening.

Analysts expect at least one
more round of interest rate
hikes before inflation starts to
soften. India's benchmark
short-term lending rate now
stands at nine percent -- a
seven-year peak.
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STAR

AKTEL signed an agreement with Japan Bangladesh Friendship Medical Services Limited (JBFMS) in
Dhaka at its corporate office yesterday. In the picture Jefri Ahmad Tambi, chief executive officer of
AKTEL and Dr Jonaid Shafiq, chairman of JBFMS, are seen exchanging the documents of the deal on be
half of their respective organisations.

Best Air's Dhaka-Dubai
route to start Aug 27

UNB, Dhaka

Best Air, the country's third
private airline, is likely to
start its Dhaka-Dubai-Dhaka
route from August 27,

“Initially we will fly on
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday,” Best Air
director (Marketing and
Sales) Farhad Hossain told
the news agency by tele-
phone.

For the new Dhaka-Dubai-
Dhaka route, the aviation
company would take lease
162-seat MD-83, and the
aircraft will be available by
next week.

Best Air has already got
permission from the Civil
Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB) to oper-
ate flights to Kuala Lumpur.

“After the inauguration of
the Dhaka-Dubai route we
will go for Dhaka-Kuala
Lumpur route via
Chittagong three days a
week,” Farhad said, adding
that there is a possibility of
starting Chittagong-Dubai
route simultaneously at that
time.

Best Air now operates on
Dhaka-Bangkok and Dhaka-
Colombo-Male routes with
its lone Boeing 737-200.

AKTEL to launch
mobile medical
services

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
AKTEL, the country's third
largest mobile phone operator
yesterday announced the
launch of mobile medical ser-
vices forits customers.

In this regard, the company
signed an agreement with
Japan Bangladesh Friendship
Medical Services Limited
(JBEMS) in Dhaka at AKTEL's
corporate office.

Under the deal, AKTEL cus-
tomers will get on call medical
service by dialling 10600 or
10601 round the clock. Jefri

| Ahmad Tambi, chief executive

officer of AKTEL and Dr Jonaid
Shafiq, chairman of JBFMS
signed the deal on be half of
their respective organisations.
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THE BANGLADESH MONITOR

Kazi Wahidul Alam, Editor, The Bangladesh Monitor and Chairman of the organising committee formally
launches “Monitor-Malaysian Palm 0il Chef of the Year-2008” competition at a press conference at a
city hotel yesterday. AKM Fakhrul Alam, Regional Manager of Malaysian Palm Oil Council, Hanif
Zakaria, Emirate's Area Manager and eminent nutritionist Siddiqua Kabir Chairman of the Jury of the

Competition are also seen in the picture.

ACI

to4 p.m.

Advanced Chemical Industries Limited
\SZ>/ ACI Centre, 245 Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka 1208

NOTICE TO SHAREOWNERS

DELIVERY OF DIVIDEND WARRANTS -

Shareowners are requested to collect their Dividend Warrants for the year
2007 from our Share Office at 9 Motijheel C/A (2nd floor), Dhaka 1000
between Monday, 18 August and Thursday, 21 August 2008 from 10 a.m.

The Dividend Warrants not collected within this period will be despatched
by post/courier at the risk of the shareowners.
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