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AL grassroots in N dists oppose

s

electoral alliance with JP

EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

Most district-level and grassroots
leaders of Awami League in
greater Rangpur and Dinajpur
oppose any possible electoral
alliance of the party with Ershad's
Jatiya Party as they think this will
block their nomination in the next
parliamentary election.

Ershad's recent announce-
ments and comments about a
possible alliance has created
disappointment and frustration
among the AL leaders.

Ershad, now on a visit to dis-
tricts, is saying that he would be
in the AL-led 'grand alliance’ in
the upcoming national polls and
asking his party men to partici-
pate in the proposed upazila
election even if is held before the
parliamentary election.

His comments have not been
rejected by central AL leadership,
which makes AL leaders in north-
ern districts to think that the pros-
pect of alliance is becoming
brighter, many AL leaders told this
correspondent.

They apprehend that such a
step would deprive AL's nomina-
tion aspirants who faced torture
on streets in agitations against the
BNP-led government in last five

years.

Though both AL and JP refused
reports of a meeting between
Sheikh Hhasina and Ershad
abroad, this can not satisfy local
party leaders as a number of cen-
tral AL leaders termed Ershad's
statementas ‘positive’,

Talking to this correspondent,
many grassroots level AL leaders
and workers said, in the name of
‘grand alliance' AL had sacrificed
19 seats out of 22 to JP in greater
Rangpur in the proposed ninth
parllamentary election which was
to be held on January 22, 2007. The
election was postponed later.

Only three seats were kept for
Awami League. Those were
Rangpur 6 (for Sheikh Hasina),
Nilphamari 2 (for Asaduzzaman
Noor) and Lalmonirhat-1 (for
Motahar Hossen).

In greater Dinajpur, out of 11
parliamentary seats, one was
given to JP candidates. But JP
directed its party candidates to file
nomination papers for the rest 10
seats, theysaid.

As a cost for forming alliance
with JP, a number of central AL
leaders were then deprived of
party nomination from this
region, the AL leaders said. They
are central AL advisory body

member Maj. Gen. (Rtd) AMSA
Amin from Kurigram 2, central
AL treasurer HNAshigur Rahman
from Rangpur 5, central execu-
tive committee member
Sharfuddin Jhantoo from
Rangpurl, former state minister
Anisul Haque Chowdhuary from
Rangpur2 and former lawmaker
from Nilphamaril Hamida Banu
Shova.

Traditionally, eight northern
districts are regarded as AL's
stronghold, enjoying support of
minority communities, indige-
nous people and local big and
middle income farmers.

They said they are now trying
to persuade central leaders not
to make any electoral alliance
with JP.

They said that in 2001 parlia-
mentary election, JP won 13 seats
out of 22 in greater Rangpur.
Though AL got four seats, its can-
didates ran an neck with JP candi-
datesin 10 seats, they argued.

But in 1996 election, JP won 18
seats and AL bagged three only. In
2001 election, AL bagged two seats
and JP got one out of 1lseats in
greater Dinajpur district. The rest
eight went to BNP-Jamaat alli-
dllCe,

AL candidates fought with

close margins in all the seats in its
position is far better now in the
changed political scenario, they
sald.

Lalmonirhat district AL presi-
dent Mpotahat Hossain said, “We
are against any electoral alliance
with Jatiya Party”,

The question of any alliance
may come after the polls, depend-
ing on parties’ strength in parlia-
ment, he said.

Rajarhat upazila AL secretary
Abu Nur Md Akhtaruzzaman in
Kurgram said if the party sacrifices
seats to JP this time, local party
leaders would not be willing to
work for the party.

Ansarul Islam Minto, presi-
dent of Jaldhaka AL in
Nilphamari, said Ershad has
become adamant for an electoral
alliance now because he can well
guess that nationalist forces led
by Awami League will have a
comfortable win in the next par-
liament election.

AL central publicity secretary
Asaduzzaman Noor however
told this correspondent that AL
considered Jatiya Party as a
nationalist and secular force
and could make an alliance with
itif necessary,

Tangail PDB
axing old trees
illegally

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The Tangail Power Development
Board yesterday started felling 13
old trees:-on its office without
permission from authorities.

Tangail PDB (distnbution) recenty
sold six Akashmoni and seven shishu
trees, about 20 to 25 years old, to a CBA
leader of the department at Tk 55,000
without floating any tender, PDB sources
said, adding that present market prices of
thevaluable treeswould be much higher

During avisit to the spotyesterday,
this correspondent saw that five of
the 13 trees had already been axed.

When contacted, Tangail PDB
executive engineer. Nabi Hossain
said they sold the trees as per deci-
sion of a local committee compris-
ing officials of the department.

The trees were sold afterappraising
its market prices, he said, adding that
the money will be spent to develop the
mosque ofthe department.

Shah-e-Alam, divisional forest
officer in Tangail, said if any depart-
ment wants to fell trees, they have
to take permission from the district
orupazila forest committee.

Workers felling trees on the compound of PDB office in Tangail yesterday.
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ATTACK ON STUDENTS FOR TOLL

Gaibandha
govt college
closed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Galbandha

Galbandha Government College
was declared closed till Thursday
as hundreds of students bruught
out a procession yesterday
demanding arrested of outsider
toll collectors who attacked stu-
dentsatahostel Monday evening.

Police sald, on Monday some
armed local hoodlums entered a
privately run hostel of the college at
Sarkerpara and demanded tol
from some inmates. Two of the
students--Rasel and Jwel-were
injured and admitted to
Gaibandha Sadar Hospital. A case
was filed with Gaibandha Sader
police station.

Yesterday, the students gath-
ered on college campus and
brought out a procession and
staged a sit-in in front of the police
station demanding arrest of cul-
prits. Police officials assured them
ol arresting the culprits,

The students later brought out
another procession and paraded
Gaibandha town streets. Police
charged batons on them at the
Station Road and picked up five of
thestudents.

As students’ agitation contin-
ued, the college authorities
declared the college closed till
Thursday.

Coastguard
rescues 10
fishermen
from pirates

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Coastguards rescued 10 fishermen
from pirates in Dudhmukhi canal
under Sharankhola range of the
Sundarbans Forest Division on
Monday.

The rescued are Badal Bepari,
Moazzem Munshi, Lal Mian, Shah
Alam, Majid Fakir, Mostafa Mir, Harun
Howladar, Md Imam, Shahidul and
Hazarat Alj, all hailing from different
villages of Sharankhola upazla in
Bagerhatdistrict.

Later, they were handed over to
officials of Shupatiforest camp.

Earlier, pirates belonging to
notorious 'Zulu Bahini' kidnapped
the fishermen from the Baleshwar
forTk 1 lakh ransom on August 10,

They threatened to kill them for
failure to pay the amount by
Tuesday.

Being informed, Coastguards
launched a drive in Dudhmuki
canal in deep forest where the
fishermen were held hostage in an
engine boat. They rescued the
fishermen but the pirates managed
to escape. Coastguards also seized
the engine boatof pirates.

4 auto-rickshaw
lifters arrested
in Ctg

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP), In separate drives con-
ducted here in last two days,
arrested four alleged members of a
gang of auto-rickshaw lifters.

The arrestees are Md Akhter
Hossain, 28 of Noakhali, Md Jasim
Uddin, 18, of Sholashahar, Chittagong,
MdMajibur Rahman, 27, of Patuakhali
and Shahjahan, 40, of Bhola.

On a tip-off, police raided a CONG
refuelling station at Kadamtali at about
9:00pm on Monday and arrested Majibur
withastolen ONG-nmauto-rickshaw

On interrogation, Majibur con-
fessed to his guilt. According to his
confession, police raided the cen-
tral railway building area in two
days and arrested three others.

When contacted, CMP assistant
commissioner Babul Akhter confirmed
the incdent terming the arrestees mem -
bers of an inter-district gang of auto-

Violated minor girl

rescued after 9 days
None of 8 accused held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajganj

Police yesterday rescued a minor
girl, who was abducted nine days
ago from her house at Ratonkandi
village in Raiganj upazila of
Sirajganj district.

A gang of eight criminals led by
Abdul Mazd of Ratonkandi village
picked up Hafiza Khatun, 12, from the
yard of her house in the evening on
August 3, police and the girls family
membersquoted herassaying.

Earlier the victim's family
refused Mazid's proposal to marry
Hafiza, daughter of rickshaw-van
puller Hafizul Islam, and a class five
student of a local primary school,
family members said.

The abductors took her to a
house in Dhaka city where several
people violated her.

The abductors left her in a criti-
cal condition near a petrol pump at
Horgati beside Dhaka-Bonpara
highway on Monday night.

Informed by locals, Solonga
police rushed to the area yesterday
morning and sent her to Sirajganj
Sadar Hospital for treatment and
medical examination.

After the abduction, the victim's
father Hafuzul Islam lodged a case
with Sirajganj court against eight
people -- Mazid, Yusub Ali, Amzad
Ali, Ikbal Hossain and Saheb Ali of
Ratonkandi village in the same
upazila and Dulal, Joynal and
Shahidul Islam of Kadampal village
in Sirajganj Sadar upazila.

Solongga Police Station officer-
in-charge said they are investigat-
ing the case but none has been
arrested so far.
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NOT ARIVERSIDE OPENAIR SCHOOL: Students of Khashdholai primary school in Chowhali upazila attending class
_under the open sky as Jamuna River recently devoured their schoolhouse.

25 hurt as outsider Shibir
men attack students of
medical training school

A CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

At least 25 students were injured
yesterday in a clash between
outsiders of Islami Chhatra
Shibir and students of Medical
Assistant Training School (MATS)
following the latter's protest
against the Shibir intruders'
selling of admission guides and
other publications on the cam-
pus.

Seriously injured third year
student Manash, second year
student Russel of MATS and
Shibir cadres Shakhawat and
Amjad Hossen, both outsiders,
were rushed to Noakhali General
Hospital.

Shudharam Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Mosharaf

Hossen Talukder said the clash
ensued as some Shibir activists of
Noakhali university college,
defying protest of general stu-
dents, entered MATS campus to
sell admission guides and other
publications of Shibir.

MATS students also kept
seven Shibir activists of MATS
confined to the principal's office
room, from where police later
rescued them.

Police have been deployed on
MATS campus to avert any unto-
ward incident.

There are allegations that out-
sider Shibir activists accompanied
by a few pro-Shibir students of the
institution often intrude there to
motivate general students to join
the Shibir.

Pay dues to jobless

Mongla dock workers
Khulna mayor-elect urges govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Mayor-elect of Khulna City
Corporation Talukder Abdul
Khaleque has urged the govern-
ment to take a lenient view to
the current crisis prevailing at
Mongla Port following abolition
of the Dock Workers
Management Board (DWMB)
that threw over 3000 workers out
of jobs.

[n a press statement yester-
day, he demanded payment of
all dues of jobless dock workers
immediately to redress their
sufferings.

He appealed the concerned
ministry and other authorities
not to buy any more time to
resolve the crisis.

Talukder Khaleque, a former
lawmaker elected thrice from

Bagerhat-3 (Rampal-Mongla)
constituency said in his press
statement that jobless dock
workers were been passing their
days in agonies and reeling
under extreme poverty since
abolition of DWMB.

Members of most of the fami-
lies of dock workers have been
suffering as they do nothave any
means to cope with skyrocket-
ing prices of rice and other
essentials, Talukder Khaleque
said.

Meanwhile, an uneasy calm is
prevailing at Mongla Port where
alarge number of security forces
are deployed since August 1
following agitation programmes
announced by dock workers (o
realise their dues.
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A partial view of the huge gathering at Satkhira Stadium where, the participants, mostly youths, vowed to work for

rooting out corruption yesterday.

Grand Satkhira rally vows to fight graft

Uun CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Speakers at a huge youth gathering
yesterday called upon the young
generation to play active role in
eliminating corruption from the
society by creating awareness
among the people.

The younggeneration, stillaway
from any sort of corruption, can
play vital role to resist it, speakers
said at the huge youth gathering
and concert titled “Jago
Manush.. DurnmPranmdheJagu
(wake up to resist corruption) at
Satkhira stadium,.

Satkhira Sachetan Nagarik
Committee Sanak (conscious citi-
zens committee) a chapter of
Iransparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) and Satkhira
Durniti Pratirodh Committee, jointly
organised the function 'to encourage
people especially the young genera-

tion in strengthening the ongoing
anti-corruption movement',

“Itis high time to fight corruption in
order to build a prosperous country,
Corruption must be criticised at all
levels and there should be no compro-
mise on it,” TIB Executive Director Dr
lftekharuzzaman said at the gathering,

“Corruption is our shame, cor-
ruption is our insult. It must be elimi-
nated through logic rather than
emotion. If we fail to check corrup-
tion, dwelupmcntufthemunn}fmﬂ
faceaserious setback,” hesaid.

The other speakers also urged
the young generation to launch
movement against corruption by
creating awareness among the
people with the slogans ‘Jago
Manush- Durniti Pratirodhe ]agn
and 'Say no to corruption’.

Widespread corruption in every
sphere oflife is threatening growth and
development in the country, theysaid.

Participation of the youth to resist

corruption is very important as they
are the furure leaders of the nation,
they said, adding that students can
play a vital role in resisting corrup-
tion by launching movement and
creating awareness among people.
All including the members of
civil society should come forward
to rootout corruption, they said.
The gathering followed a con-
cert where popular singer SI Tutul
and local singers performed.
Chaired by Satkhira Durniti
Pratirodh Committee President
Principal Matiar Rahman, the gather-
ing was addressed by, among others,
Satkhira Deputy Commissioner Md
Kefayetullah, Satkhira
Superintendent of Police Mirza
Abdullahel Baqui, Satkhira Sachetan
Nagarik Committee President
Principal Asit Kumar Majumdar, and
advocate Abul KalamAzad.
Several thousand people, mostly
young, attended the function.
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