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Artworks by Priyabhashini

Fayza HAQ

-------------------------------------------------

Ferdousy Priyabhashini has cap-
tured the imagination of the art
lovers in Bangladesh. It was not
Casy for her to capture the atten-
ton of the connoisseurs, criiques
and art lovers in Dhaka and else
where in Bangladesh. She perse-
vered with driftwood pieces with
dexterity and imagination. For a
self-taught artist and basically a
homemaker, she has come
way

Privabhashini's current exhibi
tion at Dots Gallen proves beyond
doubt that this artist has struggled
and striven for so long -- with only
SM Sultan and her jmmediate
‘family and-friends 10 egg heron.
She has undoubtedly collected her
wits, artistic sensibility, and pen
chant for representing truth and
ht‘dUl’_}'

Her themes may not be new,
going by the display, but even the
best of artists have often repeated
their subjects. Her style remains
somewhat modern and yet sooth-
ing, as far as possible and probable
As her health is not perhaps not the
best today. Yet every year she has

a long

ST A vt e e T T e

i e ..:. J‘J - ::
pry | ‘i- __J_]_l Al:_gr !_" ’ Ed
# e ¥ * 1A
(54 | o A (N i”‘fﬁﬁﬂ’ L*ﬂ Y

A
o WL ol s f“ﬁ:@-

o

- er*
e S T ——— i —— . -—...__n---'-l -—-l'm .-“_“

——— . —— ——
- — e

Theatre Festival

salled on with her imaginative
creations since 1991

[he way of preserving driftwood
sculpture is certainly no easy task
as she has repeatedly explained to
art lovers for years together-- 1l
asked to elaborate on her admira-
ble creations. Whether she is pre-
senting a lyrical scene of elements
of flora and fauna, or giving a more
nouveau angle of the twenty- first
century existence, her presenta
tion of Bangladesh has always been
positive and imaginative

"Angry mood”, which presents a
tiger roaring, shows the grace and
t"'t'..ll;[‘n..Hl.ixi%!.n*-lt_'t,l-lr{l[‘ukllx.‘n beast.
Although the fangs, whiskers and
glaring eyes ol the uger appear
frightful-- yet there is no feeling or
fear in the mind of the viewer
Priobhashini has made the animal
ever so poised thatitis breathtaking.
'Sidr” suggests havoc, pain and a
scene of total disaster. The ruin
ation, however, is presented with
sweeps, turns and twists of poised
pieces of the beige driftwood

'Urbanisation” presents the
cram-jammed existence of mod-
ern cities. This endeavours to throw
light on the harum-scarum, pell-
mell, claustrophobic existence ol
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our city life [he
appears like some enormous vase,
diagonal lines of some giant grey
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vase seen from afar. °
friends and nature” has superb
filigree creation, made from
branches, twines, entwined birds,
and perched butterflies

"Portrait” is another subtle
piece, which suggest. The strength
and peace of mind of a caressing
couple is carefully suggested. "End
of the day" has the trudging back
home of a family of three farmer's
family. Carrying a load of logs, the
heaps of branches, poised on the
heads of the couple. The two are in
simple clothes, and the tiny child 1s
clasping on to the father's clothes
['his toois touching.

“Shajan badiyar ghat” is a reflec4
tion of the peace and harmony that
one witnesses so often on the
innumerable rivers banks ol Ban-
gladesh. The poised pieces of "The
bird" and "The unhappy bird",
again, speak of the unique beauty
and grace, one encounters. This
includes the beautiful forests and
jungles around us in the country

Ferdousy Priyabhashini has
nine solo exhibitions to her credit.
The exhibitionends on August 13
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A solo musical soiree featuring
performances by Samina De Urmi,
an expatriate classical artiste, was
held on August 11 at Bengal
Shilpalaya. The performances
included thumri, ghazal and more
by the artiste

Veteran artiste Mahmudur
Rahman Benu, who is based in
London now, introduced Samina
to the audience. Luva Nahid
Chowdhury, director general of
Bengal Foundation delivered the
welcome speech.

Graduating in English Literature
from Dhaka University, Samina De
grew up in a culturally oriented
family. She received a scholarship

e
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from the Ministry of Culture and
Education of India and trained in
classical music under eminent
music exponent Pandit Amarnath
She received her lessons in thumri
from legendary Indian artiste
Shova Gurtu. Samina has so far
performed in Britain, Switzerland,
Canada, USA, India and Bangla-
desh. She is also a regular classical
singer on All India Radio and
Daoordarshan.

Samina's exquisite perfor-
mance kept the audience caplti-
vated throughout the evening. The
artiste was accompanied by Pinu
Sen Das on tabla, Sunil Chnadra
Das on violin, Mahua on the
tanpura and Mohammad Shakur
on the harmonium.
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“Star Wars: The Clone Wars” is a clone of its own

“Star Wars: The Clone Wars”,
brings George Lucas' swashbuck-
ling space heroes back to the big
screen for the first ume since
2005's "Revenge of the Sith.”

But don't bother looking for
Ewan McGregor or Hayden
Christensen; this time around, the
Force behind Obi-Wan Kenobi and
Anakin Skywalker is the comput
ing power of Lucasfilm Animation

The computer-animated
adventure takes place between
Episodes Il and III of the "Star
Wars™ saga and sets the stage for a
weekly TV series premiering in the
fallon the Cartoon Network.

A scene from “Star Wars: The Clone Wars".
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Director Dave Filoni and his
team set out to give his Jedi a look
all their own, different from the
live-action originals or previous
animated versions. If it feels like
Obi-Wan and Anakin bear a
resemblance to the puppet stars
of the fondly remembered 1960s
"Thunderbirds®™ TV series,
"George [Lucas] had that reaction
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aswell,” says Filoni.

“That wasn 't our initial inspira-
tion, butit's interesting how when
you try (o create something, you
find out someone's been there
before and you use that as your
base.”

Filoni originally thought he
could recycle the computer-
generated ships and creatures
from the live-action "Star Wars®
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movies, but quickly discovered
they were oo complex to blend
into "Clone Wars'® simpler, more
stylised environments.

"We would have had to strip
tons of detail off them 1o make
them work for us,” he says. "Once
it got to that point, it was easier to
just use them as amazing blue-
prints forourversions.”

pros making the move to com-
puter animation, Filoni -- a vet-

eran of Nickelodeon's popular
"Avatar” series -- faced a steep
learning curve

Work on "Clone Wars,” he says,
"was pretty intense because | had
no experience with computers
But if 1 was going to lead this
group, | had to throw myself into it
and listen to what everyone was
saying

"When it comes to composing a
aiml or staging a character, even in

-D 1 woeuld think nf
dhnf'nsm'ﬂzﬂ'fm my fead.”
madedwﬂanmnunem&adds

*1 tell my friends in 2-D it's all
coming together. The computer's
just a different type of paintbrush
you can use, the way we would
draw in pencil or a Sharpie
depending on your mood. Now
you say, 'I'll draw on the computer
today."”"
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