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Community Shield MU's #
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AFP, London

Manchester United's spot-kick
prowess came up trumps again as
they won the Community Shield 3-
1 on penalties after a drab goalless
draw against Portsmouth at
Wembleyon Sunday.

Just three months after United
were crowned kings of Europe
thanks to a penalty shoot-out
victory over Chelsea in the
Champions League final, Sir Alex
Ferguson's side lifted another
trophy through their ability from
thespot.

The Premier League champi-
ons, who also won the Shield on
penalties against Chelsea last
season, scored all three of their
spot-kicks, while Portsmouth
missed three of their four.

But although United left
London victorious, there were a
few worrying signs for Ferguson
after an unconvincing display from
his Premier League champions in
the annual curtain raiser to the new
English season.

United had the better of a drab
encounter but, only seven days
before they begin their title defence
against Newcastle, Ferguson must
be concerned by his side’s lack of
cutting edge.

With Wayne Rooney sidelined
by a virus and Crnistano Ronaldo
recovering from ankle surgery,
Ferguson was deprived of his two

most influential forwards and it
showed as they laboured for long
periods against the FA Cup win-
ners.

At least Ferguson was able to
welcome back Gary Neville, finally
fitafter a broken ankle, as the right-
back wore the captain's armband
in his first start since March 2007,

Portsmouth manager Harry
Redknapp set up his midfield with
the intention of stifling United and
they carried out their instructions
perfectly in the early stages.

Ferguson's attacking trio of
Carlos Tevez, Ryan Giggs and Nani
gradually found some momentum
after Giggs surged clear down the
left and forced David James into
action for the firsttime,

Darren Fletcher should have
given United the lead in the 35th
minute but somehow contrived to
produce an early candidate for
miss of the season.

Patrice Evra set up the chance
when alertly robbed Glen Johnson as
the Portsmouth defender dwelt on
the ball. Evra's cross was perfect for
Fletcher but the Scotland midfielder
completely missed his kick and then
compounded the error by inadver-
tently clearing the ball.

Sylvain Distin was the first
victim of the Football Association's
new Respect campaign when the
Portsmouth defender was booked
after shouting at a linesman over
the award of a free kick.

Nani almost broke the deadlock
when he cleverly lifted the ball past
Bouba Diop and then lobbed

James, only for Distin to head clear,
Fletcher went even closer soon
after half-time when his sublime
chip cannoned off the crossbar,
Tevez pounded on the rebound but
James was quickly back in position
tosave the Argentine's header.

Portsmouth were completely
impotent as an attacking force.
Peter Crouch's partnership with
fellow England international
Jermain Defoe will undoubtedly
improve but they offered no threat
to United centre-backs Rio
Ferdinand and Nemanja Vidic.

In contrast, Tevez was a con-
stant blur of movement and men-
ace. He never stopped probing for
anopening and his shoton the turn
from the edge of the penalty area
brought a superb one-handed stop
from James.

Tevez is always fired up regard-
less of the occasion. He appealed in
vain for a penalty when he tumbled
under Hermann Hreidarsson's
challenge, then responded to a
comment from the Portsmouth
defender by grabbing him by the
throat.

Fraizer Campbell, on as a sub-
stitute for United, and Tevez both
shot over in the closing minutes
butittook penalties at the end 0f90
minutes to produce a winner.

Lassana Diarra blasted
Portmouth's first spot-kick over the
bar, then Edwin van der Sar saved
Arnold Mvuemba's effort with his
legs and Glen Johnson shot wide to
ensure United got off to a winning
start.

Lyon start with a win

AFP, Paris
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Toulouse 3-0

the EUﬁBIOB campaign on Sunday
Claude Puel took over from

Alain Perrin last season and the

culture of winning was maintained
thanks to goals from Jean II
Makoun and a double strike from
Kanm Benzema.

Meanwhile on Saturday,
Marseille- drew 4-4 in" a dramatic
fixture at Rennes and Paris Saint

Germain fell 1-0 at Monaco as two
of the nation’s highest profile clubs
had less-than-optimal starts to the
season.

Bourdeaux, who finished as
runners-up last season, started on
a winning note, beating Caen 2-1
on Saturday thanks to goals from
Yoann Gourcuff and Fernando
Cavenaghi.

The 22-year-old Gourcuff, who
arrived on loan from AC Milan
during the summer break, scored
once and showed his quality as an
on-field coordinator during
Saturday's match at the Chaban-
Delmas stadium in Bordeaux on
the firstday of the season.

Lyon won the league and cup

double last season but controver-

sially to some of the club's fans sold

keeper Gregory Coupet and inter-

national Hatem Ben Arfa in the
summer.

Puel 'was brought in from Lille
and both French reserve keeper
Hugo Lloris and striker Frederic
Piquionne bolstered theirsquad.

Lyon refound their touch
against a non-descript Toulouse.

Makoun headed home the first goal
in the 12th minute thanks to a
Juninho Pernambucano freekick
before Benzema found the net
twice after the break to become the
league's top scorer.

The result apart, Lyon, playing
with a five-man midfield and just
Benzema up front, were disappoint-
ing in moves going forward although
theywere in control throughout.

Marseille let slip a 3-1 lead at
Rennes to draw 4-4 in a topsy turvy
match,

Eric Gerets' high-profile club
looked set fair for victory with their
two-goal lead at the interval, and
briefly went ahead 4-3 in injury
time, but Rennes' Bruno Cheyrou
found the netin the fourth minute

oftime added onrto level the match.

Paris Saint Germadin, who won
the League Cup last season yet
spent the season fighting relega-
tion, lost at Monaco to a Frederic
Nimano goal 11 minutes from time.

Eto'o staying at

Cameroon international Samuel

Eto'o, who was deemed surplus by
Barcelona's new coach Pep
Guardiola in June, will be staying at
the Spanish giants after all, a news-
paper reported Sunday.

Shortly after he was named as
Frank Rijkaard’s replacement in
June, Guardiola announced that he

was not counting on Eto'o and two

other high-profile players -- Deco
and Ronaldinho -- for the upcom-
INg Seasorn.

But Barcelona-based sports
daily El Mundo Deportivo reported
Sunday in its online edition that
Guardiola has come around and
has decided to keep Eto'o,

Barcelona's top scorer in the
Spanish league last year with 16
goals.

"Aside from market conditions,
which did not offer Barcelona a
clear opportunity to sing one of the
few strikers with the capacity to
compete with Eto'o, his perfor-
mance in the pre-season cannot be
underestimated,” it said.

Guardiola reached the decision
not to sell Eto'o, who signed from
Mallorca in 2004, after talking to
the team's captains, it said.

Barcelona president Joan
Laporta and the club's technical
director Txiki Begiristain backed
the decision, the newspaper
added.

Earlier this*month Begiristain
said that at least "four or five big
clubs” were interested in signing
Eto'o but there had been no official

Barca

offersyet.

Barcelona are under pressure to
make a decision because if they use
Eto'o during their Champions
League qualifier on Wednesday
against Poland's Wisla Krakow, the
player will not be able to represent
another club in the tournament
competition if he moves eventu-
ally.

That would make any potential
transfer deal later this season much
more difficult.

Last week Barcelona captain
Carlos Puyol indicated he would
like to see the three-times African
Player of the Year stay at the club.

"He is one of the best in the
world. Nowheisjustanother mem-
ber of the squad and is working like
normal with a lot of desire and
ambition. Things are like any other
year," he said.
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Lanka win in style

FROM PAGE 17
Tendulkar, who needed 172 to

break retired West Indies captain
Brian Lara's world record of 11,953
Test runs, could make just 95 in six
innings without a half-century.
Dravid managed 148 and Ganguly
96 in three Tests.

SCOREBOARD

Complete scoreboard on the fourth
day of the third and final Test
between India and Sri Lanka at the
P Sara Stadium in Colombo on
Monday:

INDIA: First innings 249 (Gambhir
72; Mendis 5-56)

SRI LANKA: First innings 396
(Sangakkara 144; Harbhajan 3-104)
INDIA: Second innings (overnight
161-5)

Gambhirb Prasad 26
Sehwag c Samaraweerab Prasad 34
Dravid cM Jayawardene b Mendis b8

Ganguly lbwb Muralidaran 18
Patel lbw b Mendis 1
Tendulkar Ibwb Mendis 14
[Laxman notout 61
Kumble Ibwb Muralidaran 9
Harbhajan IbwbVaas 26
Zaheer run out 0

Sharma ¢ Wamapura b Muralidaran 0
Extras: (b-5,1b-3,nb-1,w-2) 11
Total: (All outin 87.50vers) 268
Fall of wickets: 1-62, 2-65, 3-108, 4-
109, 5-131, 6-216, 7-229, 8-266, 9-
268,10-268.

Bowler O M KR W
Vaas b = 20 1
Prasad 11 0 60 2
Muralidaran 375 4 99 3
Mendis 0 S 5 3
SRILANKA: Second innings

Vandortb Harbhajan 8
Warnapuranotout 54

SangakkaracGambhirbZaheer 4

M Jayawardene notout 50
Extras: (b-4,1b-3) 7
Total: (For two wkts in 33.1 overs)
123

Did not bat: Samaraweera,
Dilshan, P Jayawardene, Vaas,
Prasad, Mendis, Muralidaran.
Fall of wickets: 1-11,2-22.

Bowler 0 M R W
Zaheer 6 el - 8 |
Harbhajan 14 2 A4l
Kumble 10 2123487
Sehwa 3 0 320
Gan 0.1 0 BN )]

Result: Sri Lanka won by eight
wickets and clinched three-Test
series 2-1.
Man-of-the-match: Kumar
Sangakkara.
Man-of-the-series: Ajantha
Mendis.

Corluka not
leaving City

AFP, London

Manchester City's Crpatian inter-
national defender Vedran Corluka
is to stay with the club after holding
talks with manager Mark Hughes,
the club said Sunday.

Tottenham had been under-
stood to be interested in prising the
22-year-old away but Hughes told
official website www.mcfc.co.uk: "I
am a huge admirer of Vedran. He isa
top-class player with a bright future
ahead of him and I am delighted
that he continues to be a part of our
plans atManchester City."

City signed Corluka from
Dynamo Zagreb ayear ago.

PHOTO: AFP
Manchester United striker Carlos Tevez attacks with the ball during their Community Shield tie against Portsmouth at Wembley Stadium in London on

Monday. Manchester United won 3-1 on penalties after the match finished 0-0.

Seminar on
disabled people
in sports held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

A view exchange meeting on “Dis-
able People in Sports™ was held at
the District Sports Association
premises here yesterday.

DSA, District Football
Association (DFA) and Manikganij
Disable Peoples Organisation to
Development (MDPOD) with the
Association of Handicap
International (HI) organised the
seminar where HI official Nadimul
Haque Mandal presented a key-
note paper, _

The speakers said the disable
people are the last in line to have
their human rights respected. They
are the victim of the process of
discrimination, exclusion, vio-
lence, torture and dehumanistion,
itwas said.

The disable people have no
chance to exercise freedom of
movement, no excess to justice, no
participation in political and pub-
lic life, education and employ-
ment, they observed.

They urged all to do their best to
ensure social inclusion and partici-
pation of people living with disabil-
ities in society.

China rule roost
in weightlifting

AP, Beijing

Chen Yanqing easily defended her
title in the women's 58-kilogram
category Monday, winning China'’s
third weightlifting gold medal and
breaking two Olympic records.

Maria Shainova of Russia was a
distant second, and North Korea's
O Jong Ae sneaked into third place
with her final lift in a close race for
the other medals.

Chenthe first woman to win two
Olympic gold medals in
weightlifting lifted a total of 244
kilograms (537.9 pounds) shatter-
ing her previous Olympic record
from four years ago by 7 kilograms
(15.4 pounds).

She lifted 106 kilograms (233.7
pounds) in the smatch and 138
kilograms (304.2 pounds) in the
clean jerkanother Olympic high
score.

“In 2004, I won the gold medal
for myself. Today, Iwon it for all my
supporters and fans,” the 29-year-
old said, revealing that she almost
quit the sport three times.

The Olympic host nation is off
to a perfect start in the
weightlifting competition, with
three gold medals in three
attemplts.

Chen Xiexia won the women's
53-kilogram competition on
Saturday and 17-year-old Long
Qingquan followed up with a
second gold Sunday in the men's
56-kilogram category.

Chen Yanqing's win was the
mostone-sided yet.

She barely broke a sweat in her
three attempts in the snatch, fin-
ishing with what looked like an
effortless 106-kg (233.7 pound) lift.

In the clean and jerk she
equalled the record of 130 kgs
(286.6 pounds) in her first attempt,
added 2 kgs (4.4 pounds) for her
second lift and set off loud cheers
in the crowd by lifting 138 kgs
(304.2 pounds) in the third,

Had she added more weight in
the snatch, Chen might have had a
shot at breaking her own world
record total of 251 kgs (553.35
pounds).

Fielding lets India down

FROM PAGE 17

Ganguly missed the stumps with
Dammika Prasad out of the frame.
Rohit later mis-fielded and allowed
two runs and received a nasty glare
from Kumble. To cap it off, Parthiv
missed a regulation stumping
down the leg side off Kumble.

To makes things worse the
fielders weren't helped by their
bowlers. With six men on the off
side, Harbhajan bowled far too
many deliveries on the pads. And
kicking the ball, only to concede an
overthrow, is unacceptable behav-
iour. Zaheer Khan did the same
during aone-day match in England
last summer after a catch had gone

'‘down off Matt Prior. At mid-off

Kumble could only shake his head.
For the most part of this series
Sri Lanka bhave been disciplined,
sharp and athletic; Tillakaratne
Dilshan and Prasanna have epito-
mised this. Dilshan has been out-
standing, diving around at forward
short leg, leg slip, backward square
leg. Even late in the day, three
wickets down, he wasn't compla-
cent, flinging a hand out to stop a
single off the pads. In comparison

Gambhir and Karthik, who repeat-
edly stood up near the bat instead
of crouching low, allowed easy
singles.

Prasanna's stock has risen con-
siderably since he established him-
self in the Test side during the tour of
New Zealand in 2006-07. In Brisbane
last year he pulled off two terrific
stumpings to dismiss Ricky Ponting
and Phil Jaques, followed it up by an
acrobatic left-handed stunner to get
Michael Clarke in Hobart. The good
work continued against England and
in this series he has maintained those
high standards, producing stellar
efforts in Colombo and Galle. Karthik
and Parthiv have fumbled regulation
takes. Rated India's best
wicketkeeper and one of the better
in-fielders, Karthik's display this
series has been substandard. Parthiv
hasimproved marginally since 2004.

Sri Lanka's infielders dived
around and cut off singles while
India's struggled. Mendis and
Chaminda Vaas, newbie and old
hand alike, returned throws into
the wicketkeeper's gloves; Ojha
and Ganguly had a hard time get-
ting it in on one bounce from the

outfield. There was no discipline or
ruthlessness from India, who
seemed wilted to the extent that
they hardly ever touched the
stumps.

Reflexes and anticipation are
key elements of a good close-in
fielder and India haven't had one
since Aakash Chopra's vigil at the
position. Memories of Chopra's
batting may not evoke a smile, but

" his fielding was top notch. Among

his better ones are his catch off
Kumble's bowling to get Adam
Gilchrist in Bangalore in 2004, his
brilliant one-handed effort to get
Abdul Razzaq at Multan in 2004,
when Pakistan trailéd by 162 runs,

“and his ¢atch af forward short leg

off a Justin Langer pull in the
Australian series of 2003-04, which
was unfortunatelyano-ball.

Chopra created half-chances,
and in Tests each counts for a lot.
India soon need to find another
such fielder, for they have struggled
to create half-chances and take the
ones thatwere there to be held. The
BCCI may not have assessed the
reports; they cannot ignore the
ground realities.

Some solace

FROM PAGE 17

moving across his stumps when
Ntini bowled him behind his legs.
An inconvenience became a wob-
ble when, in the next over from
Harris, Strauss got an inside edge to
Smith at leg slip. Three wickets had
gone for 24 and two batsmen were
inonnought.

However, any momentary
concerns were settled as Paul
Collingwood found the boundary
and Pietersen's late departure for
12 was about the only thing that
hasn't fitted with his script in the
last week. South Africa have
deservedly taken the series hon-
ours, but Pietersen's England have
regained some pride.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the fifth day of
the fourth and final Test between
England and South Africa at The
Oval on Monday:

SOUTH AFRICA: Firstinnings 194
ENGLAND: Firstinnings 316
SOUTH AFRICA: Second innings
318

Mourinho writes
off Arsenal

INTERNET, undated

Internazionale manager Jose
Mourinho has written off Arsenal's
chances of winning the Premier
League, claiming their squad is
lacking in experience.

Mourinho was in the
Netherlands with his new club for
the Amsterdam tournament,
which also featured the Gunners,
Sevilla and hosts Ajax.

Arsenal fielded a side that had
an average age of 19-and-a-half in
the 1-1 drawwith Sevilla.

The former Chelsea boss passed
verdicton Arsene Wenger's team by
saying that the squad is simplﬂ too
young to challenge for major hon-
ours.

"I saw Arsenal. They have agood
team but have a small group of
experienced players,” Mourinho
said in The Sun.

"The second group is full of
boys. They have talent but maybe
Arsenal are without the depth
needed to win the title.”

The Portuguese also endorsed
the title credentials of Liverpool, a
side with whom he enjoyed a long-
running feud with during his time
atthe Stamford Bridge helm.

for England

ENGLAND: Second innings (over-

night0-0)

Strauss cSmith b Harris 58
CookcSmithb Ntini 67
Bellb Ntini 4
PietersencMcKenzieb Harris 13
Collingwood notout 25
Flintoff notout 11

Extras: (b-6,1b-7,nb-6, w-1) 20
Total: (For4 wktsin52.5overs) 198
Did not bat: Ambrose, Broad,
Anderson, Harmison, Panesar.

Fall of wickets: 1-123, 2-147, 3-147,
4-182.

Bowler O M R W
Morkel 13 2 430
Ntini 14 4 5549
Harris 19.5 5 S
Nel 5 0 2580
Kallis 1.° 0 10"

Result: England won by sixwickets.
Series: South Africawon 2-1.
Man-of-the-match: Kevin

United starlet
gets over £4m
damages

AFP, London

A former Manchester United
player was awarded more than 4.3
million pounds (5.4 million euros)
damages at the High Court in
London on Monday over a tackle
which ended his career.

Ben Collett, described by United
manager Sir Alex Ferguson as an
"outstanding” player, never fully
recovered from breaking his leg in
two places following a tackle by Gary
Smith of Middlesbrough during his
first reserve match in 2003.

Collett, who received the Jimmy
Murphy Young Player of the Year
award and played in an FA Youth
Cup winning team during his time
at United, was released by the
Premier League club in 2006 and

The Daily Star

Sachin out
of ODIs

CRICINFO, undated

Sachin Tendulkar will not play the
five-ODI series in Sri Lanka after
sustaining an injury to his left
elbow during the third Test in
Colombo. S Badrinath, the Tamil
Nadu batsman, is likely to be his
replacement.

“I spoke to Sachin and the team
physio (Nitin Patel) this morming
and I can confirm that Tendulkar
has been ruled out of action for two
to three weeks,” Ratnakar A
the BCCl's chief administrative
officer, told Cricinfo.

Tendulkar had jarred his elbow

while attempting a catch in the &

47th over of Sri Lanka's first innings
on Saturday, and was quickly taken
off. An MRI scan revealed a swell-
ing, and Tendulkar didn't take the
field for the rest of the innings,
However, he did bat in India's
second innings on Sunday, though
two places below his customary
No. 4 position. Tendulkar was out
for 14, which still leaves him 77
short of surpassing Brian Lara as
the leading run-getter in Tests.

No replacement has been con-
firmed as yet, though Badrinath is
the frontrunner. “1 believe that the
possibility of Badrinath being sent
as a replacement is being dis-
cussed. But that's not 100% final, as
of now,” Shetty said. “We have been
informed by the physio that Sachin
has been ruled out for the remain-
der of the series, and there is a good
possibility of Badrinath being sent
as areplacement,” a national selec-
tor said.

The five-match series will be
played from August 18-29.

Tendulkar had missed the Asia
Cup in Pakistan due to a groin
injury, and had been named in the
ODI squad for Sri Lanka as well as
the Champions Trophy in Pakistan
which takes place in September.
His last one-day match was the
second final of the Commonwealth
Bank Series against Australia in
Brisbane in March 2008.

No Rawalpindi
for Champs
Trophy?

AF P, Islamabad

The International Cricket Council
Monday said it could drop the
Pakistani garrison city of Rawalpindi
as one of the three venues for
September’s Champions Trophy.

Eliminating Rawalpindi, whi
adjoins. the capital Islamabad,
would leave all the trophy matches
to be played in the southern port
city of Karachi and the eastern
cultural capital of Lahore.

“It is a strong possibility that we
will reduce the Champions Trophy
to two venues but the event will be
played in Pakistan,” ICC chief exec-
utive Haroon Lorgat said during a
visit to Rawalpindi Stadium.

Lorgat is leading a high-profile
six-man ICC task force which is here
o oversee securnty arrangements
for the trophy amid threats of a
boycott by some non-Asian teams.

The delegation also includes
Tim May, a former Australian off-
spinner who is now the chief exec-
utive of the Federation of
International Cricketers’
Associations (FICA).

The ICC last month decided to
keep the biennial event in Pakistan
despite security concemns raised by
players from Australia, New
Zealand, England and South Africa.

The players associations of
these countries and FICA had
called for a relocation of the trophy
over player safety following a series
of suicide bombings in Pakistan.

Local media reports said
Rawalpindi stadium, where reno-
vation work is well behind sched-
ule, may be dropped.

Lorgat said security could notbe
assessed at Rawalpindi as itdid not
host any matches in the recent Asia
Cup.
“During the Asia Cup there were
no fixtures at Rawalpindi and that
didn't provide us an opportunity to

Pietersen. eventually retired last year after | check the security arrangements, so
Men-of-the-series: Kevin | briefspells at New Zealand Knights | there wasnowaywe can formulatean
Pietersen and Graeme Smith. and AGOVV Apeldoorn. opinion on Rawalpindi,” Lorgat said.
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