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The call of the time

Street theatre festival demanding trial of war

criminals

A street play staged at the festival.
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Over the years theatre activists in
Bangladesh have been arranging
full-fledged stage and street
theatre performances, demand-
ing the trail of war criminals who
conspired against the pro-
Liberation War forces and
unarmed civilians. In particular,
the issue has been explicitly
addressed in street theatre pro-
ductions.

Bangladesh Path Natok
Parishad (BPNP) organised a
three-day festival at the Central

Shaheed Minar, which began on
August 8. Twenty street theatre
productions were staged at the
festival.

Usually street theatre festivals

are organiseg’ dlmng the” 4ry®, )
season, as viewers watch perfur s

mances in an open area. On the
reason behind arranging the
festival in monsoon, Mannan
Heera, chairman of BPNP said,
"This is an 1ssue of our national
interest, The recent assault of a
Freedom Fighter by the followers
of an anti-Liberation War force
compelled us to arrange this
festival to generate awareness

-nais

PHOTO: SHAWKAT JAMIL

amongst the masses that the war
criminals are still active in the
country.”

"Each performance featured

the i L.sbue of the U:.la.l of war LFIIm
T’heatre detivists are *

expressing their solidarity
towards the ongoing movement
by the Sector Commanders
Forum, which 1s demanding the
immediate trial of war crimi-
nals,” headded.

Heera further added that
BPNP would organise more such
festivals throughout the country.

Special programme on
Olympic ‘08 on ATN Bangla
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Ashiyan City Swopnochhowa
Olympic, a live programme on
Beljing Summer Olympic 2008 will
be aired today on ATN Bangla at
9:15 am. The programme has been
on air everyday from August 7
(except Fridays) and will continue
till August 25, Planned, compiled
and directed by Biplab Rahman,
the programme is hosted by Dr.

e

r‘}“

Anupam Hossain.

The programme will feature
segments on the participating
countries, and on different events
of Olympic games. Eminent sports
personalities of the country will
discuss on several aspects of Olym-
pic. The show will present the
history and significance of this
grand event. The programme also
includes special segments on the
Bangladeshiteam.
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A scene from Ashiyan City Swopnochhowa Olympic.

Bonsai exhibition in Rajshahi

ABU KALAM RATAN, Rajshahi

A three-day bonsai exhibition

., concluded in Rajshahi r_cqqqlly_
' with a, view, to’ popularising ben-

sai-culture among the people in
theregion.

Earlier, Rajshahi Bonsai Society
(RSB) had arranged the fair at the
auditorium of Rajshahi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry.

Professor A.K.M. Rafiqul Islam,
Department of Botany, Rajshahi
University attended the inaugural
session as chief guest with RBS
president

Mahfuz-E-Tawheedin the chair.
In his welcome address, RBS
General Secretary, Sarwar
Morshed, highlighted different
aspects; of bonsai gulture and,its

{ positive aspect on sodiety, |

Around 30 participants with 122
bonsai of 36 species including
kath beli, kamini, tomal, hijal,
krishnachura, shet chandan,
paikor, deshi bot, tetul, arjun,
karai along with different species
of banyan trees of various shapes
and sizes were ondisplay.

The event created much enthu-
siasm and verve among the nature
lovers.
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Demanding trial of war criminals

through poetry recitation

Recitors of "Kanthabithi' at the programme.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura
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'Kanthabithi’, an organisation
of recitors in Magura held a
poetry recitation programimne
with a demand of immediate
trial of war criminals. The
programme was held at the

Syed -Ator-Ali Public Library -
premises recently. v,

The event was a part of a
nationwide programme
announced by the central
Abriti Samonnoy Parishad
(ASP).

At the programme, artistes of
Kanthabithi recited poems on
Liberation War, written by differ-
entpoets,

The programme began with a
rendition of the National
Anthem and ended with
Sikandar Abu Zafar's poem
Bangla Chharo.

Khan Mazharul Huq Lipu,
executive commiltee mem-
ber of central ASP welcomed
the audience saying "In other
countries; there ‘are many

. examples of trial of war crimi-

nals by special tribunal after
several years, butit's unfortu-
nate for us that even after 37
years, our demand for the
trial of war criminals living
amongst us has not been
met.”

Criticising the successive
government for failure to try the
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war criminals he called upon all
pro-Liberation War forces to
unite in launching a greater
movement.

Performers of Kanthabithi
recited poems including Abul
Hasan's Uchcharonguli
Shok-er, Maruf Raihan's
Sabuj, Sareetey Lal Rokrer
Chhap, Sayed Shamsul Huq's

- ~Amar Porichoy, Anisul Huq's
Manush Jagbey Fer and
Mahbubul Alam Chowdh-
ury's Kandrtey Ashini Phashir
Dabi Niye Esechhi.

The poems were recited by
Kanthabithi members -- Lipu,
Shafik, Romim, Jewel, Deena,

Limaand Bipasha.
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