400

YEARS
OF

Weis House, one of the magnifi-
cent structures built by Nicholas
Pogose, an Armenian elite in the
late 19th century, at Weisghat in
the city is now under threat of
being occupiedillegally.

Locals say British civil sur-
geon Dr Weis later bought the
house built by Pogose and so itis
also known as Weis House.
Bulbul Lalitakala Academy has
been using the house since
1955.

According to the
Banglapedia, Armenians came
to this country from Central Asia
and flourished in trade towards
the end of the 17th century.
Many of them turned into busi-
ness tycoons and built palatial
housesin the city.

Ruplal House, one of such
houses that turmed into a whole-
sale market at Farashganj, was
owned by an Armenian called
Aratoon.

Shamsuz Jahan Noor, acting
president of the academy, said
the house and the land is now
under the threat of being occu-
pied by some people.

The land is now a property of
the Court of Wards as it is an
estate of Sir Salimullah or the
Nawab family, said academy
sources.

Four big semi-circular arches
on both sides of a big portico
greet visitors to this grand pal-
ace. The portico has a wooden
ceiling. Pilasters with projected
designs stand in the middle of
the arches.

A large open space lies in

front of the house where big
trees grew up lavishly spreading -
their branches over gigantc

wooden lattice windows.

"These windows are called

Louvered windows or khorkhori
in local language. These win-
dows were very suitable for our
local climate. They were good
for cross ventilation and protec-
tion from sunlight,” said
Conservation Architect Dr Abu
Sayeed M Ahmed.

The hall on the ground floor
has marble floor while rooms on
the first floor have wooden
floors. A decorated wooden
staircase with floral motifs and
sculptures in the balustrade is
the mostattractive thing.

There are four exotic wooden
statues on four posts of the
railing of the stairs in a state of
prayer with an eerie expression
on their faces. The sculptures in
the banisters represent dancing
figures, winged angels and also
many forms of working class
people.

There are similar wooden
works on the top parts of the
doors, leading to the vestibule
on the ground floor. According
to experts, the wood used in the
balustrade was expensive
Burmese teak wood.

Alongspiral staircase, held by
a cylindrical tower, leads up to
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Weis House, one of the magnificent structures built by Nicholas
Pogose, an Armenian elite in the late 19th century, at Weisghat in
the city is now under threat of belng occupled illegally
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The Parmgum were the first among Europeans to step into Dhaka l’urd
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only doing business. They set up many Khuthi (structures) here. owever,
ritish who
stayed in Dhaka for long. There was no relation between the Polgugm ir: Ilgfa;cggaf:d lho: in

Arakan and Swandip. T?:o:e in Dhaka came during Shayesta Khan

Sripur.

theroof.

"The tower has perforated
screens and is terminated by
battlements,” said Dr Sayeed.
"The house is in a good condi-
tion and has no structural dam-
age. It can be restored. One
reason its wooded staircase and
floorwere not plundered is ithas
been under Bulbul Lalitakala
Academy,” he said.

The Pogose family contrib-
uted a lot to making educational
and other institutions in the city.
Pogose School established by
themis one of the oldest schools
of Dhaka.

"“The house and the land is
now under the threat of being
occupied by some people who
were expelled from the academy
due to misappropriation of
around Tk 55 lakh from 2004 to
2006,"” said Noor.

"The corruption came to light
after an audit done by the dep-
uty commissioner s office.
Following the audit we had to
take action and expel two mem-
bers," she said. “The audit is still
goingon.”

"The expelled members are
now trying to gobble up the land
with the assistance of local
influential people. They have a
plan to demolish the house and
build a super market with apart-
ment building at this place. But
ifithappens the peace and tran-
quillity of the academy will be
gone forever and we will lose the
niceold place,” said Noor.

"This is not only the building
of the academy but also a part of
the heritage of this country. It
will be a misfortune if the house
cannotbesaved.”

She said it will be best if the
Department of Archaeology
takes hold of the house. “Then
we will be assured of at least the
safety of this place

order from the government can
alsosavethe house.”

"We have applied to the Land
Reform Board for a lease. If we
can have the lease then we will
be able to put up a signboard
declaring the lease and that will
help us a lot to ward off the land
grabbers," said Noor.

An executive

"Iam grateful to thqu

and set up homes at

o-mal starcity@thedailystar Nnal

aty express

Bty f”ﬁ‘?

. _'.-l.‘fn‘ x

"Previaublj'-- sty :
thenyoumu[dgpm  power
become a rmmster ﬁm and

intoa leader RN

=

i e
&b >

g};mtosetagaodemm I?Butlam a human
ng, not an angel. If you see mewameww |
surrounded by bad people, who appear tobe i

my friends, or are party-men or even ,my rela-ﬂ*
tives, please alert me as they can de |
from the pwple. :

,-"'I-

: -»-3'% i .

o e » ) +

Peaple have u’tilxsed the ﬁrs[n #“3 un i

give their verdmts agamst tke BNP-Jc 2

all:ance., s, ,:37__,'"4 ;,3_ _
NG i i '*f*'{'-""-"'znw :f: s S '

23 i e
Tﬂﬁﬂmrmmmm

. They claim that peace remilg
Then what is ihznecemty of

i 2 -
T W‘E"&ﬂ?"’ ol ,-.’.._- o S
Mmm Vel " .

DURDANA GHIAS

Clockwise from left, an exotic statue on the railing of the wooden staircase, partial details of the ornamentation of the balustrade and
woodwork on the top part of the main entrance.

Contacted, two expelled
members Amanullah
Chowdhury and Nasir Ahmed,
denied all allegations against S ante
them and said they are trying to : ,
save the land from the grip of the ,
other group.

"We are trying to buy the land .
for the academy but the other =
party is trying to take hold of the
land," said Nasir Ahmed.

Asked if they have any plan to 1
demolish the house, Ahmed =
said he wants to keep the house
as it is because it is a heritage
building in old Dhaka.

Monirul Islam, chairman,
Land Reform Board, said they
have received an application in
this regard and it is under con-
sideration of the board.

He, however, could not spec-
ify when they can take a decision
on the lease. "We have received
an application and it is being
examined. If there is no legal
objection we will give them the
lease,” he said.
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DRIVERS LACK MONEY TO BUYy 5000 CNG-RUN AUTORICKSHAWS

Fear of falling into owners' clutches

SHAHNAZ PARVEEN

The process to add 5000 more
CNG run auto rickshaws to the
current fleet in the city finally
began ignoring all hiccups and
previous disagreements.

Sources at Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA) told
Star City that since publication
of advertisement on July 20,
around 1400 applications were
sold. The deadline to buy and
submit the application form is
August 31.

According to the rule, only
drivers with valid driving licen-
ces are allowed to apply for
these yellow colour
autorickshaws. Allotment will
be held through lottery if the
number of submitted applica-
tions exceeds 5000.

Drivers however say, the new
allotment will neither benefit
them nor the commuters in
case the drivers do not get bank
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loans without which they will
hardly be able to purchase the
vehicles.

Md Golam Faruq, General
Secretary, Dhaka District
Autorickshaw Auto-tempo
Transport Workers Union said, a
CNG autorickshaw now costs
around Tk 2,80,000 in the mar-
ket. Registration fee is Tk 7000
and installation fee for manual
metre is also around Tk 7000.
Cost of installation increases if
the metre is digital.

Drivers will have to pur-
chase the vehicles from pri-
vate importer. Currently only
Uttara Motors is the sole
distributor of Baja)
autorickshaw in the country.
Drivers also fear that the
price may increase further
like in the previous cases.

“There is much enthusiasm
among the drivers but where
will they get such a huge
amount of money? We don't

have enough property to mort-
gage to the bank”, he said,

“It would have been easier if
the government arranged the
bank loans. We have urged the
government to be our guarantor
so that we can obtain loans
easily. But there is no response
yet from the authorities”, he
added.

Faruq also feared a possibil-
ity of backdoor dealings
between mahajons (owners)
and drivers.

“Owners will approach driv-
ers with money to buy the vehi-
cles. The driver will be owner
only in papers while in reality
the Mahajons will control the
whole thing. It will also create a
new breed of middlemen to do
brisk business,” Faruq pointed
out.

Owners had earlier opposed
the decision to register vehicles
only against driving licence.
They termed it unjust and a

violation of their agreement
with the ministry and BRTA in
2002.

ATM Nazmul Hasan, General
Secretary, Dhaka City CNG
Autorickshaw Owners
Association said, “Many owners
were deprived when the gov-
ernment in 2001 phased out
31,500 two-stroke three-
wheelers and introduced envi-
ronment-friendly four-stroke
ones”

“The government many
times promised that the
deprived owners would be
compensated and the fresh lot
of CNG autorickshaws would be
allotted to those deprived own-
ers," he added.

Hasan also raised the issue of
ability of the drivers, “Where
would the drivers get so much
money to invest?”

Humayun Rashid Khalifa,
director (Engineering), BRTA
however told Star City that the

first phase of registration pro-
cess started smoothly.

“The idea was to bring down
the chaos in the sector. If the
drivers go for any secret under-
standing with the owners then
we are undone. However we did
not receive any complaints
from them so far. The first
phase of the project began
smoothly”, he said.

The communications minis-
try on November 8 last year
approved the plan to add 5000
more autorickshaw, the most
popular mode of transporta-
tion in the city hoping that the
new addition will bring down
the existing chaos in the CNG
autorickshaw sector and
reduce public sufferings in the
capital.

The number of CNG-run
auto-rickshaws in Dhaka city
will rise to around 18,000 with
the latest addition to the exist-
ing fleet of 13,000,

Five thousand yellow autorickshaws tu join the green fleet of 12,000 shortly.




