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Musharrat was advised to resign
two months ago, says Zardari

Pak president accused of 'misappropriating' US aid worth $700m

P11, Islamabad/ London

Expressing confidence that the
ruling coalition would succeed
“110 percent” in its move to
impeach President Pervez
Musharraf, PPP leader Asif Ali
Zardani has said he had advised the
embattled leader through a "com-
mon friend" to resign two months
ago but he paid no heed.

"Through a common friend,
General Durrani, I had advised
President Musharraf to resign two
months back. But the President
gave noreply,” Zardan said.

The PPP Chairman, in an inter-
view with a private TV channel last
night, said he did not "want to
insult any institution”, including
the army. "My top priority is the
transition to democracy.”

Zardan said he was "110 percent

sure" of the success of the
impeachment move planned by
the PPP-led coalition against the
President.

He said that he believed the
army, which i1s a constitutional
institution, would continue dis-
charging its constitutional obliga-
tions and would not interfere with
the impeachment process.

‘I am 110 per cent sure of the
success of the impeachment pro-
cess...We had already completed
the numbers game before launch-
ing such avitalmove,” Zardari said.

He said that Musharraf's move
to cancel his visit to China to attend
the opening ceremony of the
Olympic Games was an "irrespon-
sible behaviour” because Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani had to
leave for Beijing in his place at the
lastmoment.
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Zardarialso clarified thathe was
not a candidate for the presidency
and that all the judges deposed by
Musharraf during last year's emer-
gencywould bereinstated.

In a fresh salvo against belea-
guered President, Pakistan's ruling
PPP chief has accused him of "mis-
appropriating” a whopping $700
million of American aid to
[slamabad for supporting the war
on terror and said "rogue” ISI mem-
bers could have benefitted from it.

The serious allegation levelled
by Asif Ali Zardari against
Musharral may form a key part of
the charge against 64-year-old
Musharraf, expected to be
announced on Monday when
Pakistan parliament is recalled to
start impeachment proceedings
againstthe embattled leader.

"Our grand old Musharraf has

—

not been passing on all the §1
billion a year that the Americans
have been giving for the armed
forces. The army has been getting
$250 million to 300 million, reim-
bursement for what they do, but
where's the rest?

“They claim it's been going in
budget support but that's not the
answer., We're talking about $700
million a year missing. The rest has
been taken by 'Mush' for some
scheme or other and we've got to
find it," 54-year-old Zardari told
theThe Sunday Times.

Zardari claimed that the
American aid might have gone to
fund "rogue” members of the
military intelligence, the ISI, who
were last week accused by the US
of assisting Taliban and other
militant groups rather than root-
ing them out,

CPI-M asks its
cadres to isolate
BJP and oppose
Congress

PT1, New Delhi
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Preparing itself for early elections
to the Lok Sabha, the CPI-M has
asked its state units to immediately
identify the seats from where the
party should contest and formulate
a poll strategy to "isolate” the BJp
and "oppose"” the Congress,

The decision, taken by the party
Central Committee, came weeks
ahead of reports suggesting that the
government was in no hurry to con-
vene the Monsoon Session of
Parliament which was likely to be
convened around second week of
September when the Indo-US nuclear
dealwas expected 1o go through.

The Central Committee, which
met about two weeks ago, was of
the assessment that though the
UPA won the trust vote, it would
find it difficult to run the govern-
ment smoothly because of coali-
ton compulsions and the pros-
pects of early elections in October-
November could notbe ruled out.
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Pakistani labourers repair a wall of police station in the Adizai area of Dara Adam Khel yesterday, a day after it was
blown up by militants. At least four people including a paramilitary soldier were killed in clashes between militants
and troops in Dara Adam Khel area bordering Afghanistan.

100 militants, 9 soldiers
killed in Pak clashes

f‘.}?[)e, .j\-jh.”'

than 100 militants have been killed

Saturday.

BJP looks for divine
aid with eye on polls

CNN-IBN, New Delhi

It's back to Hindutva for the

With Lord Ram in the lime-
light, Lord Shiva could not be left
behind. The BJP probably realises
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Indian Kashmiri villagers gather to see the body of slain alleged militant Mohammad Sultan Bhat of Al-Badr in
Tangmarg, west Srinagar yesterday. An alleged militant and two civilians were killed during a gunbattle in the

Tangmarg area in Kashmir on Saturday.

Indian govt appeals for

calm in Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

India's home minister appealed for

-- the sole link between the
Kashmir valley and other parts of
India -- preventing vital supplies

on what would happen on the land
transfer that first sparked the ten-
sion.

Hhi}fﬂliYﬂ Janta .Pﬂﬂ)’._ which is that _”m’ two together hﬂ’fﬂ‘ a | calmyesterdayin Muslim-majority from reaching or leaving Muslim "We have to deal with it in a way
raking up all the issues it hopes to massive bearing on the Hindu | Kashmir, gripped by the worst areas, that won't have a negative effect on
get maximum political mileage heart. religious tensions in decades. The de facto economic block- Jammu orKashmir," said Patil.

fromahead of the polls.

The saffron party, perhaps,
has realised that just like the rath
yatra of the 90s, it needs emotive
issues if it is to make a major
impact in the upcoming elec-
tions. So, from the Amarnath
land transfer row in Kashmir to
the Sethusamudram Shipping
Canal project (SSCP) contro-
versy in Rashwaram, nothing is
being left out.

"I want to assure everyone that
as long as BJP exists in Indian poli-
tics, no one can even touch Ram
Setu,” BJP president Rajnath Singh
said at public address in Chennai
onThursday.

Party leader L K Advani not only
reiterated the need for a Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya but also wor-
shipped a replica of the Amarnath
lingam,

“This is not just Jammu's battle.
It's an issue that affects the whole
country. And the whole country
will fightforit,” Advani said.

Experts say it's a carefully cali-
brated strategy. The BJP had
hesitated from bringing back the
temple issue and instead had
been focussing on price rise and
terror. But Amarnath violence
and the Sethu dispute have
handed the party two new issues
on a platter.

Airstrikes, clashes kill
11 in Afghanistan

AP, Kabul

civilians. Three others
wounded after an airstrike in the

weErce .

"There should not be a regional
divide or a communal divide," said
Home Minister Shivraj Patil in
Kashmir after weekend meetings
with political and religious leaders
in the Himalayanregion,

“This is the desire of all the
people of Kashmir and of the coun-
try. We request everybody to keep
the peace.”

Tensions flared in June when the
state government said it was trans-
ferring land in the disputed area to
Hindu pilgrims, sparking violent
protests by Muslims against
"Hindu colonisation” that left at
leastsixpeople dead.

But after the government
backed off from the plan, protest-
ers in the state's Hindu-dominated
Jammu region took to the streets in
demonstrations that saw three
Hinduskilled in the past week.

Hindu hardliners have also
attacked Muslims and blocked a

ade has hit particularly hard fruit
growers unable to sell their pro-
duce, as well as led to shortages in
the supply of medicines.

The army on Friday warned
protesters not to stop vehicles on
the highway but the truck attacks
have continued.

Padl said officials would make
sure traffic kept moving and com-
pensate the angry fruit growers --
who have threatened to cross the
border to Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir and sell their produce there.

"We are telling them not to
worry, not to take other routes.
That will not be right for us and it
willnot beright foryou," said Patil.

"The fruit growers will not be
allowed to face losses. The govern-
ment will do everythingitcan.”

Pakistan and India each hold
Kashmir in part but claim it in full
and the disputed territory has been
therootoftwo of their three wars.
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— and nine security personnel have The incident took place on | Airstrikes and clashes north of village of Juibar in the restless \:k \ 4 ~ y
More than 100 militants and nine  alsodied,” itsmediacentresaidina Friday, eight kilometres (five | Kabul killed 11 people, some of Tagabvalley, Salisaid. | N 2 '?i]’?[‘i W Gq FEEH
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region bordering Afghanistan, the
military said yesterday.

Fighting was mostly concen-
trated in Loisam area of Bajaur
district, known for al-Qaeda and
Taliban hideouts, the paramilitary
Frontier Corps said
'During the last four days more

as some of their soldiers were
missing,” a military official told
AFPinIslamabad.

At least six Pakistani troops were
killed and 15 others injured in a
clash with militants in a tribal area
bordering Afghanistan, the para-
military Frontier Corps said
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autonomous Bajaur tribal dis-
trict, a known hideout for Taliban
and Al-Qaedarebels.

"Miscreants attacked a security
forces convoy on Friday at Delai
area while it was moving to Khar,"
the Frontier Corps said in a state-
ment, referring to militants.

In the south, five civilians died
when their vehicle hit a freshly
planted mine, police said.

More than 10 people were killed
Saturday in the clash in Kapisa
province, about 40 miles north of
Kabul, the Defence Ministry said in
a statement. Gen. Mohammad
Zahir Azimi, the ministry spokes-
man, said all those killed were

airstrikes in the Kapisa conflict but |
that helicopters fired cannons at |

militants. Laity said Nato was stll
investigating but that "at present we
donotbelieve” civilians were killed.
The airstrikes followed a clash
between Nato-led troops and
militants, Safi said.

"There was a report that the
insurgents were meeting in the |
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A prominent Kashmiri separat-
ist, on a hunger strike since
Tuesday against the attacks on
Muslims and the economic block-
ade, called off his fast after the
meeting and after receiving a mes-
sage from India's prime minister.

"The government will take all
steps to ensure safety of all its
citizens,” said the message from
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
to Yasin Malik, who was hospita-
lised Thursday after his health
deteriorated.

The state government collapsed
over the issue last month after its
main ally withdrew support and
the scenic region has been put
under federal rule.

The row has given new life to the
separatist movement and stoked
divisions in Kashmir, which was
enjoying a lull in violence against
the backdrop of India's peace

proceéss with Pakistan to settle the
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Executive Engineer, Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB),
Principal Office, 1 No. Kawran Bazar, Dhaka

21 Designation of Official Inviting Tender
22 Address of Official Inviting Tender
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