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Use firearms to

tackle mugging
DMP orders cop

UNB, Dhaka -

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
armed its cops with strict orders to
use their firearms to forestall mug-
ging in the capital.

This is one of 29 guidelines
issued for the 33 police stations
under DMP to prevent mugging and
protect people’s life and property.

For an on-duty thana police, the
guideline says the police will have
to use firearms lawfully, if neces-
sary, during asnatching incident.

DMP sources said 436 spots
have been identified as vulnerable
for mugging. At least 500 muggers
are active everyday at those points
to commit this crime as an alterna-
tive source of income.

Among the 33 police stations,
the highest number of mugging
points has been identified in
Sutrapur area where 39 such crime
'zones are marked as black spots.

INCREASED DIESEL, FERTILISER PRICES

Aman farming to cost

Tk 965cr more in North

HASIBUR RAHMAN BILU, Bogra

Farmers in the 16 northern districts
have to bear additional cost of
around Tk 965 crore for cultivating
Aman rice this season compared to
last season due to increased prices
of diesel and fertilisers, according
to Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE) officials.

Bogra DAE office roughly calcu-
lated that cost of Aman cultivation
has risen to Tk 12,775 per hectare
from Tk 7,160 only due to raising of
diesel and fertiliser prices. And
total cost of Aman production per
hectare this season may be double
the costlastseason.

Over 17.18 lakh hectares of land

have been brought under Aman
cultivation in the northern region
with a production target of over
43.30 tonnes. Last season Aman
was cultivated on 16.64 lakh hect-
ares for producing 42.71 lakh
fonnes.

Diesel price has been raised to
Tk 53.43 per litre from Tk 38, 81 at
Baghabari river port depot in
Sirajganj from where it is supplied
in the northern districts, DAE
officials in Bogra mentioned.

And price of urea fertiliser has
been increased to Tk 11.70 per kg
from Tk 6 a kg and that of triple
super phosphate (TSP) to Tk 68 a kg
from Tk 34. Price of murate of
potash (MoP), an essential input

for Aman cultivation, has been
raised to Tk 45.48 perkg from Tk 30.

Use of TSP cost Tk 3,060 per
hectare on an average last season
but this time it cost Tk 6,120 a hect-
are. And cost of urea per hectare
was about Tk 900 last season while
ithasrisen toTk 1,755 this time, the
officials said.

Farmer Chand Miah of village
Shujabad in Shahajahanpur
upazila of Bogra said he had to
spend an additional amount of Tk
487 per hectare for ploughing his
Aman cultivable land this season.

" I'spent Tk 160 per hectare for
diesel last season but this time I
had to spend Tk 225 a hectare for

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

No backtracking
on indigenous
peoples’ rights
Adviser says govt

workingonensuring it
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The caretaker government is trying
to ensure that future political
governments do not backtrack on
establishing the rights of the coun-
try's indigenous peoples, Law
Adviser AF Hassan Ariff yesterday
sald.

He said bringing the Chittagong
Hill Tracts (CHT) under mobile-
phone network and establishing
judge courts there are instances of
the progress the government has
already made in resolving prob-
lems in the three hill districts.

Ariff was speaking at a discus-
sion to mark the International Day
of the World's Indigenous People,
organised by Bangladesh

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Army may ask Musharraf
to resign in a week

Pak parliament to start impeachment
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motion tomorrow

P11, AFP, London/ Islamabad

The stage was set for the launch of
impeachment proceedings against
President Pervez Musharraf with
the summoning of the National
Assembly tomorrow even as he
ruled out dissolving the House to
overcome the crisis facing him.

In a new twist Pakistan's Army is
to ask the country's embattled
President to relinquish office in a
week's time as its top brass would
not want him to be impeached, a
newsreportsaid yesterday.

Quoting a senior official from
the ruling government coalition

partner, the Pakistan's People's
Party, ‘The Daily Telegraph' said
that Army Chief Gen Ashfaq Kiyani
has already "whispered in
Musharraf's ear that it is time to
leave”.

“Over the next few days they will
make it clear to him (Musharraf)
that a protracted battle (against
impeachment) is not in Pakistan's
interests,” the unnamed official
claimed.

One of the main arbiters of
power in Pakistan, the Army has
already publicly declared that the
military would take a "neutral”
stand on the country's domestic

politics.

"The Army is neutral but is
expecting him to resign. It will then
influence his honourable safe
passage as the Army’s senior lead-
ership would not want him to be
punished,” a former military alde
to the President told the British
daily.

Pakistan's civilian government

is likely to launch impeachment
proceedings against 64-year-old

Musharraf on Monday, accusing
the President of "eroding” trust of

the nation through his policies and
actions.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Every day 25-30 kg of dead fish is found floating in the Meghna at Kadamtali of Gajaria upazila in Munshiganj. Farmers, whosetup ﬁsh farms ina portion of
the river eight years ago, blame this to toxic wastes dumped into the river by textile factories near the farms. Sixty-five fish fanr!e_rs invested around Tk 5.50
crore this year but now they are worried about getting their investment back let alone making profit. Agriculture Adviser CS Karim visited the spot Thursday.

450 tonnes ‘date-expired
powdered milk seized

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Customs authorities seized 450
tonnes of suspected date-expired
powdered milk at Chittagong Port
onThursday:.

The powdered milk worth over
Tk 12.58 crore imported by Abul
Khaer Milk Products of Abul Khaer
Group did not have any manufac-
turing or expiry dates. They did not
have any radiation certificate
either, sources said.

Customs officials of the Audit
Investigation and Research (AIR)
branch opened five of the 18 con-
tainers while they were being
offloaded at the port. The officials
carried out physical examination
and found none of the 25-Kg sacks
has manufacturing and expiry

dates.

The stickers believed to have the
expiry date on them were seen as
torn off, sources said.

The powdered milk imported
against five Bill of Entries arrived at
Chirtagong Port by three ships
from Malaysia onWednesday.

The customs authorities will
open the rest 13 containers of the
consignment for physical exami-
nation in presence of the represen-
tatives of the taskforce, importer,
C&F agent Shaikat Trading and the
PSI company concerned Bureau
Varitus today, said the sources.

Officials of Customs AIR branch
said they informed the higher
authority of the matter and sent
samples of milk powder for radia-
tion test.

Decision on the fate of the pow-
dered milk will be taken following
the test reports, said AIR Preventive
Officer Habibur Rahman while
talking to this correspondent
yesterday.

But officials of Abul Khaer
Group and C& F agent concerned
claimed they received report of the
radiationtestin their favour.

However, the customs officials
said even if the radiation test report
comes in their favour, the importer
and others like the PSI company
can not escape action for violating
importrules.

Sources said, the milk powder
imported against five Bill of Entries
had Australia as the country of
origin. But its shipment was made

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

3 children hurt
in bomb blast

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three children were injured in a
bomb explosion in the city's
Sutrapur areayesterday afternoon.
They are Tamzid, 7, son of gar-
ment employee Babu Miah of
Dakkhin Moyshundi, Shahidul, 10,
son of Joynal Majhi, and his sister
Kulsum, 5, of Damudda upazila,

Shariatpur.
They were admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH).
Talking to The Daily Star, injured
Tamzid said he saw an object like a
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Prayer Timing

August 10
g | Azan | Jamaat
Fajr 4-25 S-00 |
Zohr 12-45 1-15
Asr 445 500 |

Maghrib 641 | 644
Esha 800 | 6-30

Source:; Islamic Foundation

EDITOR: MAHFUZ ANAM-Published by the Editor from Trarscraft Ltd., 229 Tejgaon Indusiial Area, Dhaka- 1208 on behalfl of Mediaworld Ltd. 52 Motijheel C A, Dhaka-1000, Editorial, News & Commercial
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48 rebels killed in
[Lankan air strike

AP, AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's air force bombed and
destroyed a Tamil Tiger rebel base
in the country's embattled north
yesterday, while infantry clashes in
the same region killed 48 rebels and
seven soldiers, the militarysaid.

The military has increasingly
used airstrikes to try to weaken the
rebels as part of an ongoing cam-
paign to drive the guerrilla’'s {rom
their de facto state in the north.

In the latest assault, air force
fighter jets pounded a Tamil Tiger
supply base and an intelligence
operation centre deep in rebel-
held Mullaitivu district early
Saturday, said air force spokesman
Wing Commander Janaka
Nanayakkara.

He said the airstrikes were
successful and had destroyed the
base

Separately, helicopter gunships

overnight hit a radio centre oper-
ated by the Sea Tigers, the rebels’
naval wing, in their stronghold of
Kilinochchi, he said.

Meanwhile, ground fighting
continued Friday along the front
lines in Mullaitivu, Vavuniya and
Welioya regions, said military
spokesman Brig. Udaya
Nanayakkara.

Troops fought fierce battles on
Thursday and Friday, with the
worst fighting reported in
Vavuniya, where 27 rebels and
three soldiers were killed, the
ministry said.

SriLanka fighterjets also carried
out three air sorties over rebel areas
in the north on Friday and
Saturday, the airforce said.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) did not comment on
the fighting, but accused the spe-
cial army commandos of setting off

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Tac hopes to
start getting
mercy pleas
from today

UNB, Dhaka

Although the Truth and
Accountability Commission (Tac)
passed a week after its birth with-
out dealing with a single case of
clemency, its chairman Justice
Habibur Rahman Khan hoped the
corrupt people would start coming
to the newly formed commission
from this week beginning today.

“I do hope people will start
coming to the Tac from this week to
take the advantage of clemency,”
the TAC chairman told the news
agency.

He also hoped that the commis-
sion would start receiving cases
from the National Coordination
Committee (NCC) on serious
crimes and corruption, the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

21 trawlers
looted, 20

fishermen
abducted

UNB, Bagerhat

Pirates looted fish and fishing nets
worth Tk 10 lakh from 21 trawlers in
the Bay on Thursday and Friday
nights, injuring 15 fishermen.

They also abducted 20 fisher-
men forransom.

Fishermen, who returned from
the Bay yesterday, said the gang
numbering 15 tol6, looted four
trawlers on Friday night and 17
trawlers on Thursday night when
they were fishing in Kochikhali,
Dublar Char, Gabtola, Padmashuli
and Chardoaniareas of the district.

They said the pirates beat up 15
fishermen as they tried to resist
them.

Commander of Coast Guard
Mongla West Zone Captain Abidur
rahman said coast guards are
conducting drives in different

areas to arrest the pirates.

' ANISUR RAHMAN

New militant group
on the block?

SHARIFUL ISLAM in Dhaka and
MONIRUL ISLAM MONU
in Bandarban

The ameer of Islami Samaj and six
out of the eight of its members
arrested in Bandarban on August 7
for propagating Islamist militancy
said they have past history with
Islami Chhatra Shibir.

The arrestees told law enforcers
that a fewof them even held leader-
ship positions in Shibir, the student
wingof Jamaat-e-Islami.

Another Islami Samaj leader
Ansar Ali, one of the seven who
were arrested on the same night in
Jamalpur, had been detained twice

before on charge of his ties with
banned Islamist militant outfit
Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB).

Different intelligence agencies
are currently working on to dig up
details about the Islami Samaj and
its activists, said sources.

On last Thursday, Islami Samaj
Ameer Syed Humayun Kabir was
interrogated for several hours at
the office of an intelligence agency,
said the sources adding that the
agencydid notyetarrest Kabir.

Col Gulzar Uddin Ahmed, addi-
tional director general of the Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab), told The
Daily Star, "It draws our attention

how the activities of the organisa-
tion have spread.”

Chhatra Shibirin 1983.
However, when The Daily Star
approached Prof Tasnim Alam,

not confirm Kabir's claim.
On Aug 7, law enforcers arrested

- Islami Sama;j
claims it is
not into
-militancy

when an organisation distributes * §TArF CORRESPONDENT

leaflets. We are investigating the °

background of the arrestees and : The leaders of Islami Samaj in a

. press conference yesterday pro-

. tested the arrest of its 15 leaders

During a conversation withThe : and members and the media

Daily Star over cell phone, Islami -
Samaj chief Kabir said he was the * with militancy.
president of Jahangirnagar :

University (JU) unit of Islami ! ers arrested eight Islami Samaj

- members in Bandarban and seven
. others in Jamalpur while the Islami
. Samaj members were distributing
Jamaat-e-Islami's publicity secre- :
tary, regarding the matter, he could -

reports about their involvement

Earlier on August 7, law enforc-

leaflets of the organisation.
Islami Samaj was established on

© May 17, 1997 by Jamaat-e-Islami's
. founder ameer Mufti Abdul Zabbar
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