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Georgia to pull
out all troops
from Iraq

AFP, Kut

Georgia will withdraw lts entire
2.000-strong military contingent
from Iraq within three days to help
battle South Ossetian separatist
rebels, a senior Georgian military
official said yesterday

"We are actually in the stage of
preparing our departure,” Colonel
Bondo Maisuradze, chief of
Georgia's military operations in
Iraq, told AFP.

*It will definitely not be today.
We are discussing with the
Americans the conditions of our
departure which may take place
tomorrow or the day after tomor-
row,” said Maisuradze in Baghdad.

The US military has agreed to help
with the logistics of the Georgian
redeployment, Maisuradze added.

The move came as Georgian and
Russian forces were locked in
combat on Saturday over the
breakaway Georgian province
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A building burns yesterday in Gori, central Georgla, during the armed conflict between Georgian troops and South

Ossetian separatist troops,
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istory behind South Ossetia's
ush for independence

THE GUARDIAN ONLINE

Why has fighting broken out in
South Ossetia?

The South Ossetians and
Georgians have been sniping at
each other, both with words and
guns, for several weeks now, and
patience on both sides has finally
snapped. South Ossetia and
Georgia's other breakaway region,
Abkhazia, have had de facto inde-
pendence since the early 1990s,
but Thilisi has never recognised
the loss of its territory. The dispute
between Georgia and the two

regions was called "the frozen
conflict™ because the i1ssues
remained unresolved but there

was no fighting. The ice began to
melt, and the heat to rise, earlier
this year when the west recog-
nised Kosovo, against Russia's
advice. The South Ossetians and
Abkhazians argued thar if Kosovo

could be independent, then so
could they, and renewed their
struggle for freedom.

What is the basis of the regions'
claim to independence?

The Ossetians are descendants of a
tribe called the Alans. Like the
Georgians, the Ossetians are ortho-
dox Christians, but they have their
own language. In Soviet times the
Ossetians had an autonomous
region within Georgia. The
Georgians say the Ossetians coop-
erated with the Bolsheviks and
tended to be more pro-Soviet.
[heir ethnic kin live across the
border in the Russian region of
North Ossetia, so they feel more
drawn to Russia than to Georgia -
and many have Russian passports.

Abkhazia on the Black Sea coast
also had autonomy within Georgia
during Soviet times. Because of its
sub-tropical climate, it was the
playground of Soviet leaders and is

popular with Russian tourists
today. It has a mixed population ol
Abkhazis, Mingrelians, Greeks,
Armenians, Russians and
Georgians, and a small but signif
cant Muslim minority. Thousands
of ethnic Georgians fled their
homes in Abkhazia during the civil
war at the beginning of the 1990s
and now live as refugees in Tbilisi
and Moscow.

Why has Russiabecome involved?
Russia says it cannot stand aside
because many of the people in the
breakaway regions are now Its
citizens. Georgla says Russia 1s
meddling in its internal affairs and
supporting the separatists,
although Russia's peacekeepers
are supposed to be neutral. Georgia
accuses Russia of double standards
In suppressing its own separatist
rebellion in Chechnya while
encouraging separatists iIn
Georgia. Russia has become more
engaged in the region since

Ex-US candidate

Edwards admits

adulterous affair |

AFP, Washington

candidate John Edwards, whose
wife is ill with incurable cancer

admitted Friday he had had an |

extramarital affair but denied
fathenng the woman's baby.
Edwards, 54, apologized pro-

fusely for the affair, which he had |
| Company (NIOC) had been free to

repeatedly denied, and admitted
that life on the campaign trail had
made him "increasingly egocentric
and narcissistic.”

Georgia expressed an interest in
joining Nato, an idea that Russia
staunchly opposes

What might happen next?

So far, this has been a proxy war,
with Russia encouraging the sepa-
ratists, but Moscow and Tblisi
could find themselves i1n direct
conflict. Russia's prime minister,
Vladimir Putin, today accused
Georgia of aggression and warned
that a response was inevitable,
Georgia said Russian jets had
started bombing its territory.

What are the widerimplications?
The conflict could widen to bring in
other Soviet republics, the US and
Europe. The root of the problem is
that the international community
cannot agree on rules for the inde-
pendence of small regions. Russia
said that granting independence to
Kosovo would set a dangerous
precedent. Moscow now seems
determined to prove it was right all
along.
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Iran in new oil money move

to dodge sanctions

' 4‘1FP. Tehran
Two-time Democratic presidential |
| Iran's government has ordered the

state oil company to deposit oil
revenues only in selected banks in a
bid to dodge toughening sanctions

| over its nuclear drive, local media

reported on Saturday.
The state-run National Iranian Oil

choose where to deposit the tens of
billions of dollars [ran receives annually
ineamings fromits crude oil exports.

But a new government directive
said the NIOC could now deposit
the foreign currency only in foreign
banks previously selected by the
central bank.

“NIOC is from now on obliged to
deposit 100 percent of crude ou
export income in foreign bank
accounts that are chosen by the
Central Bank of Iran,” state televi-
sion quoted the new government
directive as saying.

The order did not say on which
criteria the foreign banks would be
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[ran said on Friday talks on its
controversial nuclear drive with top
UN atomic watchdog official Oll
Heinonen were "positive”, as EU
governments imposed fresh sanc
tonsonthe Islamicrepublic.

Heinonen, deputy head of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), wrapped up two
days of meetings with Iranian
nuclear officials who did not give
further details on the nature of the
talksinTehran
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US, Europeans scramble to
prevent Georgia-Russia war

AFP, Washington

The United States and European
Union are leading a diplomatic
push to prevent all-out war between
Georgia and Russia, calling for a
ceasefire as Russian tanks rolled
into arebel Georgian province,
Envoys from the US, EU and
Organization of Security and Co-
operation in Europe (O5CE) were
being deployed to Georgia to seek
an end to the fighting in Russian-
backed South Ossetia, a breakaway
region ofWestern-backed Georgia.
On Friday, Deputy Secretary of
State John Negroponte summoned
Russian Charge d Affaires
Alexander Darchiyev to the State
Department to press Moscow to
cease military operations in

Timeline
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1237-40 - Mongols invade Russia,
forcing Ossetians to migrate south
over the Caucasus mountains to
present-day Georgia.

1918 Georgia declares inde-
pendence following the Russian
revolution.

1990-91 South Ossetia declares
its intentions to secede, leading to
more clashes

1991 The Soviet Union collapses.

1992 South Ossetians vote In
favour of independence in an unre-
cognised referendum.

November 1993 - South Ossetia
drafts its own constitution.

November 1996 - South Ossetia
electsits first president.

December 2001 - South Ossetia
elects wrestling champion Eduard
Kokoity as president in unrecog-
nised elections.

2002 Kokoity asks Moscow to
recognise the republic's independ-
ence and absorb itinto Russia.

2003 The Georgian president,
Eduard Shevardnadze, is toppled in
the rose revolution.

2004 - Mikhail Saakashvili wins
Georgian presidential election and
declares his intentions to bring
breakaway regions of South Ossetia,
Abkhazia and Ajaria back into the
fold

2006 South Ossetians vote
averwhelmingly in favour of inde-
pendence from Tbilisi in an unre-

| cognisedreferendum,

October 2007 - Talks hosted by the
Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe between
Georgiaand South Ossetia breakdown

March 2008 - South Ossetia asks
the world to recognise its independ-
ence from Georgia.

March 2008 - Georgia's bid to
join Nato prompts Russia's parlia-
ment to urge the Kremlin to recog-
nise the independence of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia.

April 2008 - South Ossetia rejects
a Georgian power-sharing deal and
insists on fullindependence.

August 2008 - Fighting breaks out
between Georgian and separatist
South Ossetian forces.
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Available at all

Georgia.

"The United States calls for an
immediate ceasefire to the armed
conflict in Georgia's region of South
Ossetia," US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said in a state-
mentFriday:

"We call on Russia to cease
attacks on Georgia by aircraft and
missiles, respect Georgia's territo-
rial integrity, and withdraw its
ground combat forces from
Georgiansoil,” she said.

[he United States was working
actively with its European allies to
launch international mediation to
¢nd the crisis, Rice said, adding that
senior US officials have spoken with
the parties in the conflict

"We underscore the interna
tional community’'s support for
Georgia's sovereignty and territorial

integrity within its internationally
recognised borders, as articulated in
numerous UN Security Council
resolutions,” she said.

US president George W. Bush
spoke to Rice and National Security
Adviser Stephen Hadley about the
crisis from Beijing, where he is
attending the Olympic Games,
White House spokeswoman Dana
Perino told reporters.

Russian tanks and troops surged
into South Ossetia on Friday to repel
a Georgian offensive to reclaim the
region amid fighting said to have left
hundreds dead.

On Saturday, the Russian army
announced it had "liberated” the
South Ossetian capital of Tskhinvali
as Georgiadeclared a "state of war.”

South Ossetia broke from
Georgia in the early 1990s. It has
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since been a constant source of
friction between Georgia and
Russia, which disputes Tbilisi's
hopes of joining Nato.

South Ossetia has long sought
unification with North Ossetia,
which is inhabited by the same
Ossetian ethnic group but ended
up across the border in Russia after
the 1991 collapse of the Soviet
Union.

The Georgian government, led
by President Mikheil Saakashvili,
announced it would withdraw its
2,000 troops that are part of the US-
led coalition in Iraq to help the fight
in South Ossetia.

The EU presidency said it was
in contact with all protagonists
and working to secure a ceasefire
"s0 as to avoid an extension of the
conflict.

The tussle for South Ossetia

THE GUARDIAN ONLINE

South Ossetia, about 60 miles (100
km) north of the Georgian capital,
Thilisi, broke away from Georgia in
a 1991-92 war that left several
thousand people dead. It has close
ties with the neighbouring Russian
region of North Ossetia

[he majority of the roughly
70,000 people living in South
Ossetia are ethnically distinct from
Georgians. They complain that
they were forcibly absorbed into
Georgia under Soviet rule and want
self-determination.

A peacekeeping force made up

of soldiers from Russia, Georgia
and North Ossetia monitors a 1992
truce. Thilisi accuses Russian peace-
keepers of siding with separatists,
something Moscow denies. Sporadic
clashes between separatist and
Georgian forces have killed dozens of
peopleinthelast fewyears.

The Georgian president,
Mikhail Saakashvili, has proposed
a peace deal that would give South
Ossetia "a large degree of auton-
omy" within a federal state. But the
separatist leader, Eduard Kokoity,
says he wants fullindependence.

In November 2006, Georgian-
controlled villages inside South

Ossetia elected a rival leader, the
ex-separatist Dmitry Sanakoyev.
While he is endorsed by Tbilisi, his
authority only extends to a small
partoftheregion

Russia has found itself pitted
against the west for control of the
Caucasus region, which 1s increas-
ingly important as an energy tran-
sitroute

This tension has been height-
ened by Georgia's pro-western
government, and more recently its
application to become a member
of Nato, which would bring west-
ern forces right up to Russia's
borders
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A convoy of Russian troops makes its way through the mountains toward the armed conflict between Georgian
troops and separatist South Ossetian rebels in the South Ossetian village of Dzhaba yesterday. Georgian President
Mikheil Saakashvili declared a "state of war” as his troops battled it out with Russian forces over the breakaway

province of South Ossetia.
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Sonartori Tower - 9663556, Rifles Square : 8624792, Airport Road : 811888081, Farmgate: 9139200, Bashundhara City 01716-747138, Crescent Center - 3555519, 9563433, Stadium-1:
9555594, Stadium-2 : 9552376, Stadwum-3 : 9554749, Mouchak : 9331870 8118880-81, Lalmatia : 9118328, Mohammadpur : 03792012038, Gulshan-1: 9883344, Gulshan-2 : BB11575,
9860516 Uttara : 8911971, Lalbag : 8629567, Luxmibazar: 7167548, Bashabo : 8252018, Holland Centre : BAS0545, Mapur-1: 9010878, Mirpur-10 : 9005843, Ihrahimpur : 9872098,
Oholairpar : 7443236, Jinjira : 7772026, Savar : 7742831, Khilkhet Bazar : 8920404, Narayangonj : 7632704, Norshindi: 63086, bazipur - 9256925, Chowrasta Gazpur - 01715687171, Shafipur:
01726757878, Konabari: 01915349394, Maowna: 01711187717, Mymensingh: 63602, Jamalpur: 01711787154, Kishoregonj: 55540, Sirajgonj: 01711242464, Comilla : 66567, Laksham: 51184,
Chittagong Wasa Corner : 611334, Agrabad: 712810, Rifie Club, CTG: 04434486975, Bandartila, CTG. 741328, Feni: 61147, Cox' Bazar- 51130, Khagrachari: 62429, Bandarban: 62164, Rajshahi :
774675, 775864, Khulna : 722605, 731698, Jessore : 67331, 01711-688462, Jessore-2- 62485, Choumuhani - 52007, Barishal - 54062, Bogra : 72444, 64904, Sylhet : 710171, 283173,
Faridpur: 66111, Hobigonj: 652289, Doulotpur: 760663, Narail: 01711688457, Shatkhira: 62424, Magura: 62597, Chapainababgonj: 01712095267, Natore: 62189, Naogaon: 01711208189,
Nababbari: 51444, 64304, Kalitola, Bogra: 01711577419, Lalmonirhat: 61480, Gaibandha: 61636, 01712003117, Joypurhat: 62317, 01711302007, Ishwardi: 63057, Pabna: 51813,
92799, Ramgonj: 01712268370, Chuadanga: 01712937833, Rangpur: 0521-62141, 01199380344, Dinajpur: 61087, Chandpur:  67477.
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