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Kashmiri separatist g

leaders detained

AP, Srinagar

Three top separatist leaders in
Indian Kashmir were placed under
house arrest Friday to prevent
them from leading a march to
protest alleged assaults on
Muslims, police said.

The leaders of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference, an alliance of
nonviolent separatist groups, were
detained as a preventive measure, a
police officer said on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorised to speak with media.

The leaders were identified as
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Mirwaiz
Omer Farooq and Shabir Shah,

Separatist groups planned to
march in protest to the local UN
office after Friday prayers in Srinagar,
Indian Kashmir's biggest city.

Muslims claim they are being
targeted in Jammu, the only
Hindu-majority city in the state,
with Hindu mobs attacking their
shops and homes and chanting
slogans demanding Muslim
Kashmiris leave the area. They
claim security forces are not doing
enough to protect them.
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Kashmiri Muslim protesters run away after Indian police fired tear gas shells to disperse a march during the fifth day
of a strike in the city yesterday. India's Kashmir valley is facing shortages of food, fuel and medicine as the revolt-hit
regionis gripped by the worst Hindu-Muslim tensions in decades, locals say.

Coalition troops
kill 4 women, child
in Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

US-led coalition troops "inadver-
tently” killed four women and a
child in a gun battle in Afghanistan,
while an international soldier died
separately in a new bomb attack,
the force said yesterday.

The civilians were killed
Thursday when troops went to an
area of central Ghazni province less
than 100 kilometres (60 miles)
south of Kabul to find a Taliban
militant alleged to be coordinating
foreign rebels, itsaid.

"As coalition forces approached
a compound, they were threatened
by several armed militants,” a
statement said.

"The force responded with
small-arms fire, killing the mili-
tants and inadvertently killing four
women and a child located with
them," it said.

Several alleged militants were
killed and three detained, the
coalition said.

"The coalition regrets the death
of these non-combatants," spokes-
woman Lieutenant Colonel Rumi
Nielson-Green said in the state-
ment: “We are planning te conduct
a fall and thoroue) !

House To-Let in
Khulshi, Chittagong

In South Khuishi behind Khulshi-Mart
2150 sqit beautiful apartment of fush
green view having 3-bed with wall
cabinet, 3-bath with geyser, spacious
fiving and dining, large drawing, 2
terrace, kilchen with cabinets, house
assistant room with bath. All rooms

fitted wath air-conditioners. 2 car
park. Foreigners preferred.
Contact-0173-0055500 D-677
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Impeachment could be messy

Warn Musharraf allies

AP, Islamabad

Li

The ruling coalition won't be able
to easily impeach Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf, oppo-
sition leaders warned yesterday,
while some papers suggested the
former army strongman resign to
spare the country another messy
political fight.

Leaders of the main ruling
parties announced Thursday they
will seek to impeach the embattled
president, accusing him of under-
mining Pakistan's economy and
constitution.

Musharraf dominated Pakistan
for eight years and became a close
US ally after the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks, but ceded control of the
powerful army last year and has
been largely sidelined since coali-
tion parties trounced his allies in
February parliamentary elections.

Though deeply disliked by
Pakistanis in general, Musharraf has
insisted he will serve out the five-year

term he was elected to in a conten-
tious parliamentary vote in October,
and he has shown no signs of giving
up without a fight after the impeach-
ment plans were announced.,

"This decision about President
Musharraf's impeachment is going
to open a Pandora's box,”
Mushahid Hussain, a senior figure
in the main pro-Musharraf party,
told The Associated Press on
Friday, adding "it is not going to be
that easy.”

Hussain insisted his party will
defend the president, while
another Musharraf ally, Tariq Azim,
said the coalition can expect
"manylegal challenges."

Azim suggested the coalition
was not following constitutional
guidelines on giving the notice of
impeachment, "So any notice
given by them for President
Musharraf's impeachment can be
challenged in the Supreme Court,”
he claimed.

Meanwhile, leading newspa-

pers suggested the president sim-
ply resign and avoid becoming the
first Pakistani president to get
impeached.

"There is no doubt he will fight
back, but given the odds against
him and the unity shown by his
political opponents inside and
outside parliament he would be well
advised to decide to bow out grace-
fully,” Dawn, a leading English-
language paper, said in an editorial
thatdeclared the president’s " politi-
calfate has been sealed.”

The Nation, another top
English-language paper, said a
voluntary resignation would “save
the countryalotoftrouble.”

Analysts say the ruling coalition,
which has struggled with pressing
economic and security problems it
inherited, is not assured of victory.
It requires a two-thirds majority of
lawmakers to vote for the impeach-
ment in a joint session of both
houses of Parliament.

The coalition parties currently

controls some 236 of the 339 seats in
the National Assembly, or lower
house, and as many as 51 of the 100
seats in the Senate, or upper house
That leaves it at least six seats short of
what it needs to win, although it could
gain the support of some of the 29
independent lawmakers and defec.
tors from the pro-Musharraf parties,
Ruling party chief Asif Alj
Zardari expressed confidence the
coalition would succeed. He
declared Thursday that seeking

impeachment was “good news for .

-

democracy” in Pakistan.

The decision followed mara-
thon negotiations between Zardarj
and Nawaz Sharif, who was ousted
as prime minister in Musharraf's
1999 coup, and leads the second-
largest coalition party.

Their alliance forged after the
February election victory was at
risk of collapse over differences
over how to restore judges fired by
Musharraf last year and whether to
oust him.

US weighs milital:y forays
into Pakistan

AP, Washington

Top Bush administration officials
are urging the president to direct
US troops in Afghanistan to be
more aggressive in pursuing mili-
tants into Pakistan on foot as part
of a proposed radical shift in its
regional counterterrorism strategy,
The Associated Press has learned.

Senior intelligence and military
aides want President Bush to give
American soldiers greater flexibility
to operate against al-Qaeda and
Taliban fighters who cross the bor-
der from Pakistan's lawless tribal
border area to conduct attacks
inside Afghanistan, officials say.

The plan could include sending
US special forces teams, tempo-

rarily assigned to the CIA, into the
tribal areas to hit high-value targets,
according to an intelligence official
with direct knowledge of the plan.

Such a move would be contro-
versial, in part because of Pakistani
opposition to US incursions into its
territory, and the proposal is not
universally supported in
Washington. It comes amid grow-
ing political instability in Pakistan
and concerns that elements of
Pakistan's security forces are col-
laborating with extremists.

Senior members of Bush's
national security team met last
week at the White House to discuss
the recommendations and are now
weighing how to proceed, the
officials said.

The top agenda item at the
meeting of the so-called deputies
committee usually the No. 2 offi-
cials at the departments of
Defence, and State, plus the intelli-
gence agencies and the National
Security Council was to "review
and potentially revise cross-border
strategy,” a person familiar with the
sessiontold the AP,

"What the deputies committee
has raised is, given the possibility
that political fragmentation in
Pakistan is goingto continue, do we
need to change our strategy?" the
official said. He and other current
and former officials spoke on
condition of anonymity because
sensitive foreign policy matters are
in play.

Suu Kyi's party
hails 1988 uprising
as ‘turning point'

AFP, Yangon

Aung San Suu Kyi's party yesterday
hailed a 1988 pro-democracy
uprising as a "turning point” in
Myanmar's history, as activists
silently mourned the movement
that was violently crushed by the
military.

"This anniversary marks an
important historical turning point
in Myanmar's politics. People will
never forgetit," Nyan Win, spokes-
man for her National League for
Democracy (NLD), told AFP.

August 8, 1988 -- a
numerologically important date
known as 8.8.88 -- marked the
beginning ofastudent-led uprising
that drew hundreds of thousands
of people into the streets of cities
and villages across the country.
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Myanmar protesters shout anti-military slogans as they display portraits of Myanmar's opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi during ademonstration to mark the 20th anniversary of the 1988 pro-democracy revolution, in New Delhi yesterday.

Musharrat impeachment bid
al' matter: US

2§

\FP, Whshingto

| he United States said Thursday
that a move by Pakistan’'s ruling
coalition to impeach President
Pervez Musharraf, a close US ally,
was an "internal” matter for the

| Pakistanis to decide.

"We have consistently said the

' internal politics of Pakistan is an
. issue for the Pakistani people to

decide," said State Department

| spokesman Gonzago Gallegos.

"Our expectation is that any

' action will be consistent with the

rule of law and the Pakistani consti-
tution,” Gallegos said.
"It is the responsibility of

Intern

Pakismani deader:
way forward toisucceed as a mod-
ern and democratic country.”

The spokesman added that
Washington and Islamabad "re-
main close allies in the war on
terror, and will continue our close
ties with the democratically elected
government of Pakistan.”

Pakistan's coalition leaders
announced earlier Thursday the
decision to seek the impeachment of
Musharraf, the former head of
Pakistan's military and a key US ally
since he seized powerina 1999 coup.

A senior official said the
national assembly could begin the
impeachment process as early as
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Musharrafruled nuclear-armed
Pakistan relatively untroubled for
eight years with the backing of the
United States, which has counted
him as a key ally since the
September 11 al-Qaeda attacks on
New York and Washington.

But his popularity slumped
after he ousted the country's chief
justice and imposed a state of
emergency in November 2007 to
prevent any challenges to his re-
election as president.

Musharraf stepped down as
army chief that month, and oppo-
sition parties trounced his allies in
general elections in February.

Tibetan monks
attempt to storm
Chinese embassy
in India

' .‘xFP. New Doy’

Tibetan Buddhist monks Friday
tried to storm the heavily guarded
Chinese embassy complex in New
Delhi as the Olympic Games open-
ing ceremony got underway in
Beijing, police said.

Up to 150 saffron-clad monks
drove up to the embassy in two
buses and tried to tear down steel
barricades in front of the fenced
embassy in New Delhi's diplomatic
Chanakyapuri district, a police
spokesman said.

As the police tackled the Tibetan
exiles, some ran through the barri-
cades towards the embassy walls
butwere stopped, the official said.

Nepali parties in hectic

talks to form govt

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Maoists were in hectic talks
with other political parties yester-
day in a bid to form a government
ahead of a deadline set by the
country's president, officials said.

"We are working seriously hard
to reach a consensus for the forma-
tion of the next government,”
senior Maoist Barsha Man Pun told
AFP.

Nepal has been in political
limbo since the 240-year-old mon-
archy was abolished in May, leav-
ing mainstream political parties
and the former rebel Maoists jos-

tling for power in the world's new-
estrepublic.

On Tuesday, Ram Baran Yaday,
the first president of republican
Nepal, extended by three days the
deadline he had given for the par-
ties to reach agreement on a
Maoist-led new government.

In April, the former rebels
became Nepal's biggest party after
polls to elect a 601-member consti-
tution-writing body, but the ultra-
leftists do not hold a majority and
have struggled to reach an agree-
mentwith their rivals.

Punsaid leaders of rival political
parties were trying to hold onto

o

power and accused the.Nepali
Congress -- the Maoists’ main
rivals in the newly elected body -
of "dirty politics.”

“(Congress leader) Girija Prasad
Koirala wants to be the prime
minister again and so heis trying to
create problems for the Maoist
party to reach a consensus,” said
Pun. |

The ultra-leftists ended their
bloody, decade-long uprising after
a peace accord with the govemn-
ment in 2006, but have faced hur-
dles in the transition from feared
guerrilla outfit to mainstream
political actors.
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