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Protect indigenous people

o save forests

Speakers call at Bapa seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday
called for protecting indigenous
people to save forests of the country.

They said the indigenous peo-
ple are the part of the forests and

The seminar titled 'Environmen-

‘me-; know how to protect them.,

Tral degradation in forest: Socio-

economic crisis of indigenous peo-
ple’ was organised by the Bangladesh
Paribesh Andolon (Bapa) at WVA
auditorium inthe city.

Speaking as chair Bapa
Prendent Prof Muzaffer Ahmad
said there is adebate over the name
of Adibashi but there is no debate
about it that those who live in
forests also protect them.

"Those who consider forests as
the raw materials of industrialis-
ationdo not protect them, " he said.

The existence of Adibashi peo-
ple is being threatened in the name
of participatory forests, he added.

In a keynote paper, Prot
Khandaker Mokaddem Hossain of
Dhaka University said the ethnic
communites constitute, accord-
ing to a government Statistics,
about 1.2 percent of the total popu-
lation, but the actual number of
indigenous people is considerably

higher than this.

He said a huge number of

Bangalee settlers have been reha-
bilitated at Matiranga and
Ramgarh thanas in Khagrachhari
district, Lama thana in Bandarban

district, and Madhupur Tracts of

Tangail and Mymensingh districts.
As a consequence, the indige-

e

nous people have become margin-
alised and lost their traditional
rights over land and trees, he said.

Prof Hossain said the govern-
ment should implvmvnt [LO's
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Convention 169 to protect their
human and land rights,

He said the land and tree
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Rabindranath Soren speaks at a seminar on environmental degradation at
WVA auditorium in the city yesterday. On his left are Prof Khandaker
Mokaddem Hossain, Prof Muzaffer Ahmad and Sharif Jamil.

resources of indigenous people
should be protected from the
activities that are net sound envi-
ronmentally.

Apart from the rehabilitation of
Bangalee settlers and commercial
plantation of tea, pineapple,
orange, lemon and rubber trees
infrastructural dcvelupnwnt
including construction of roads,
bridges and highways, industrialis-
ation and urbanization process,
and control of forest lands by mili-
tary and para-military troops in
Chittagong Hill Tracts are the main
causes of deforestation.

Philip Gain, director of SHED,
said the aggression of alien trees in
forestisnotacceptable,

There were 100 species of indige-
nous trees in Madhupur forest butin
the name of participatory afforesta-
tion these trees have been replaced
by acaciaandeucalyptus, he said.

If the government does not take
adequate steps it will be very diffi-
cult for indigenous people to sur-
vive, said Rabindranath Soren, a
leader of the Adibashi community

AZM Shamsul Huda, a retired
forest conservator, said indigenous
people do not make any harm to
forests, and during his service he
did not find them in selling trees by
cutting them illegally.

Govt urged to
realise dues
from Chevron,

Niko
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The National Committee to Protect
Oil-Gas-Mineral Resources and
Power-Port has again urged the
government to take steps to re alise
outstanding dues from the US
company Chevron and Canadian
company Niko.

In a statement yesterday, the
Committee also called for bringing
Niko to book for its alleged corrup-
tion in gas exploration and
demanded expulsion of Asia
Energy from the country for its
propaganda against Bangladesh

The statement also criticised
the role of the government in with-
drawing the case filed by
Petrobangla against Chevron.

The Committee said it is useless
to take the issue of irregularities by
Chevron toWorld Bank asitis eager
to protect the interest of multina-
tional companies.

[he statement said although
two former premiers have been
charged with corruption in award-
ing deal to Niko, none from the
company has been charged with
irregularities till now.

Like the previous political govern-
ments, the present caretaker govern -
ment has also failed to take any
nitiatives in these regards, itadded.

['he Committee also demanded
that the Cairmn Energy, which gave
labricated information about
Sangu gas field, be thrown out ol

| the country.
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Eminent litterateurs praised Tahmima Anam for her Commonwealth award-winning novel ‘A Golden Age’ at a 'Meet
the Author' programme in the city yesterday. Sahitya Prakash, the local publisher of the novel and its Bangla version
titled 'Sonajhara Din’, organised the function at Bengal Gallery where the author replied to questions from the read-
ers about her book and her future novels. The function was attended by eminent litterateurs and cultural personali-
ties and also by young writers. From left are Prof Hayat Mamud, Shaheen Anam, mother of Tahmima, Prof Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui, author Tahmima, Prof Anisuzzaman, poet and litterateur Syed Shamsul Hag and Mofidul Haque,

prnpri etor of Sahitya Prakash.

953 killed in work- related accidents

UNB, Dhaka

Some 953 workers were killed and
1,637 others injured in work-related
accidents across the country in the
last six months, according to a
survey report.

Bangladesh Occupational Safety,
Il{fealth and Environment
'oundation (OSHE) prepared the

report on the basis of reports pub-
lished in 16 newspapers from
January 1 to June 30 this year.

It said that 166 workers were killed
and 240 others injured in workplace
accidents such as falling from height,
electrocution, explosion and fire,
while 191 were killed and 1016 others
injured in work-related violence such
as torture by employers, mugging and

in 6 months: OSHE survey

baton-charge or firing by police.

Some 214 workers were killed
and 199 others injured in accidents
during travelling to and from
workplaces while 310 transport
workers were killed and 163 others
injured in road accidents and 72
killed and 19 others injured in other
incidents such as lightning, attack
by animals at workplaces.
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Student Privileges:

Admission

* Conditions apply

WHERE LEADERS ARE C

® BSc
O Computer Engineeri

ineering
O Blecirical & Hectronic Engineering

¢ B.Arch
O Bachelor of Architecture

Facully of Science

Fall Semester, Academic Year 2008-2009
Admission Exam: August 23,2008

> Graduates of any Discipline with work experience in health care organizations
> Possess MBBS, BDS, MD or 3-4 year Baqhelor Degree or its equwalent from
aceredrted academic institution within and outside thecountry = . - e TS

> Tuition fee Discount for New Enrollees*®

American International University-Bangladesh

House 83/B, Road 4, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213
Phone:8815387,9894229,8811749 Ext: 100, 200
Web: www.aiub.edu, Email:info@aiub.edu

REATED

Fall Semester
Academic Year 2008-2009
Admission Exam: August 23, 2008

AIUB Facilities:-

® Placement: Separate placement office to assist students to find
challenging & growth oriented employment & internship

® Research: Only private university to publish separate Business &
Economics and Science & Engineering Journals

® Faculty: More than 200 full-time faculties with proven teaching &
research excellence at home & abroad
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c4-hour hotline 8855254 i House 43, Road VA, Block J. Baridhara Upiuma'u:: AreaDhaka - 1212, Tel: 9882404, Cell- 01713381101-05
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ADMIRE 0B

® BSc ® Computer Laboratories: State of the art Computer Laboratories
O Computer Science with more than 765 workstations.
O Software ineenng ® Engineering Laboratories: 25 well equipped Electrical, |
© Computer In System Electmmcs Telecommunications and Data Communications |
[Studerts from Commercs bodkground mey opgly) Laboratories and Architecture Studio.
O Computer Scence & Soﬁwura Engineering ® Science Laboratories: High ; .
© Computer Science & Engineering e ooratories: Highly equipped modern Physics,
Chemistry and Design & Drafting Laboratories

(The progrom is oy offered by Foody of Scence

‘ ond Fooky of Engneering) ® Other IT Infrastructure. 15 powerful servers, Fiber Optic i
4 ® MSCS ‘ | | Backbone with dedicated 6 mbps bandwidth Eserles
O Masters of Science in Computer Science ® Library: Rich collection of books, journals, articles, encyclopedia
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences covering more than 80 academic concentrations
s BA L L?rgu--.gﬂ Laboratory: Most modern audio-visual & oral
o faising equipment to facilitate development of oral & written
O English communication skill in English
O Mass Communication & Media Arts ® Hesidence: Separate hostel Facilities for make and female
®* MPH students nearby the university campus.
O Masters in Public Heolth (MPH) * Aud.lcr,r-.m % Gymnasium: Well equipped Auditorium and
Faculty of Business Administration b oy
® BBA |
: »a'm ning & Finance | Sp More often than not, today’s emails contain vital attachments with
| rketing AJUB offers spedial vendor certification cou ' ' 1 :
, O Manogemen ek o eeg i i g s Lo P Information that we can use to inform or challenge others. Problem s,
1 Economics ADMISSION IS GOING ON : o 0 . . |
: o m'm:mwmw E,mhl SR L ARG accessing this information remotely is often a pain. Nokia E71 has been
i g “"“"9'_’“‘"; mﬂ}w (MIS) wiew alub sdcelmicrosoftaining il 4 designed to make accessing this information easy. With Quickoffice
| h*fm. noss one: 934-5,8814462, 8816173 Ext 406 i . - '
k : :: Operation Manogment (OM) opening an attachment can be just as easy as opening an email.
: nna Admission Information Office Let Nokia Eseries help to open your mind.
._ : F'““, House 83/B, Road 4, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213
? O Marksting Phone: 8815387, 9897387, 8811749,9894229; Ext. 100, 200 Nokia E71. Desi d for th
, SN Resource Monagament (HRM) MBA Program Office [12 pm to 8 pm] 7o Igned for the way we work.
;1 Manogement Information System (MIS) House 58/B, Road 21, Kemal Ataturk Avenue Banani, Dhaka 1213 Www'noma-com/waywework
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Sp'ﬂ(iﬂl DE]-',T'L'ES
O Agribusiness MBA
© Executve MBA

Phone:8820865,9890804,9894641: Ext. 555
E-mail: info®@alub.edu
Web: www.aiub.edu
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