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Arshavin goes
on strike

INTERNET, undated

Tortenham Hotspur target Andrei
Arshavin has reportedly gone on
strike at Zenit St Petersburg and his
agent claims the playmaker is
being treated like a "slave .

The Russia international
impressed at Euro 2008 to spark a
summer bidding war for his ser-
vices, with Barcelona having two
offers rejected.

Tottenham are now believed to
be in the box-seat to land Arshavin,
but the move could be in jeopardy
after the 27-year-old refused to

# play as Zenit crashed out of the

Russian Cup ponWednesday.

To Arshavin's frustration, the
UEFA Cup holders are refusing to
budge from their £27 million valua-
tion and White Hart Lane officials
are unwilling to meet the price tag.

Arshavin's agent, Dennis
Lachter, claims the player is being
mistreated, telling The
Independent: "This is the Russian
way.

*Nothing will change because
this is the old Soviet Union way. For
the Russian sports establishment
the desires of the player mean
absolutelynothing.

"They are the big bosses. Itis a
dictatorship. Heisaslave.”

Earlier this summer FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter was roundly
criticised after it was believed he
had compared Manchester United
winger Cristiano Ronaldo to a slave
due to his club’s refusal to sell him
to Real Madnid.

But Blatter recently attempted
to clarify his comments, insisting
he was referring to young players
who were forced to sign contracts
atan early age.

English ret
suspended

AFP, London

One of England’s most prominent
soccer referees, Mark Clattenburg,
has been suspended while enqui-
ries are made into his business
dealings, the English Football
Association announced Thursday.

A joint statement from the FA
and the referees’ organisation, the
Professional Game Match Officials
Ltd, said the move was made
because of "media reports con-
cerning alleged debts incurred by
companies connected to referee,
Mark Clagtenburg.” -

The announcement added: ‘It
has been decided he will not offici-
ate any matches pending enquiries
into the background to these
reports.”

Clattenburg was due to officiate
at Sunday's FA Community Shield
match between Manchester
United and Portsmouth but he has
been replaced by another referee,
Peter Walton. He will also miss the
start of the English Premier league
season, which begins on Saturday
August 16.

Before becoming a professional
referee, 33 year old Clattenburg
was an electrician and ran a com-
pany with a business partner, John
Hepworth. The firm allegedly failed
to pay off debts to Hepworth,
Britain's Sun newspaper reported.

Johnson seals
Fulham move

AFP, London

Striker Andrew Johnson on
Thursday finalised his transfer
from Everton to Fulham for an
undisclosed fee with the 27-year-
old signing a four-year contract to
seal his Craven Cottage deal.

England international Johnson
will play alongside fellow new
signing Bobby Zamora after find-
ing himself all but frozen out on
Merseyside following the arrival of
Ayegbeni Yakubu from
Middlesbrough last summer.

"l have made no secret of my
wish to add Andy Johnson to my
squad at Fulham,"” coach Roy
Hodgson told the club's official
website, www fulhamfc.com.

"I believe that he has all the
qualities needed to assist us in next
season’'s campaign and I am more
than delighted that we have secured
his services forthe long term.*

Double boost
for Wenger

AFP, London

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger
hopes to have Tomas Rosicky back
from injury by September and is
confident Eduardo will be available
after his horrific broken leg by
November.

Rosicky has been sidelined with
a recurring thigh problem since
January, while Eduardo is rehabili-
tating after the fractured leg and
ankle dislocation he suffered at
Birmingham in February.

Both players were at the
Emirates Stadium on Wednesday
for a fans’ day and Wenger insisted
he is happywith their progress.

“"The situation is positive for
both players. We believe Tomas
could be available in September
and Eduardo maybe in November,”
hetold Arsenal’s website,

“Also it was good for them to be
back in this kind of atmosphere.
The players enjoya day like that.”

PHOTO: AFP

Manchester United stalwart Ryan Giggs (R) exchanges heated words with fellow Juventus veteran Hasan
Salihamidzic during a pre-season friendly at Old Trafford on Wednesday.

Juventus hold United

m Football

AFP, Manchester

Manchester United were held to a
0-0 draw by Juventus here on
Wednesday night as Sir Alex
Ferguson's injury-hit squad strug-
gled to overcome the Italians.

United's lengthy casualty list, in
the build-up to the new Premier
League campaign, left manager Sir
Alex Ferguson without a hostofstar
names against the Italian giants.

Cristiano Ronaldo's ankle
injury, Wayne Rooney's mystery
virus and the injuries that have left
Gary Neville, Owen Hargreaves,
Michael Carrick.and Ji-Sung Park
oo the sidehnes have lefy FerguSon
with a selection headache ahead of
Sunday's Community Shield clash
with Portsmouth at Wembley on
Sunday.

The lack of attacking options, in
particular, was evident against
Claudio Ranieri’'s team and Carlos
Tevez was once again forced to

shoulder the goalscoring burden.

Tevez has endured a busy pre-
season campaign, with this his
sixth appearance already since the
European champions returned to
action at Aberdeen on July 12, and
he has also been forced to deal with
some heavy treatment from oppos-
ing defenders in his outings so far.

With Rooney and Ronaldo ruled
out of the start of the season and
Louis Saha seemingly not figuring
in Ferguson's plans, Tevez is the
only proven goalscorer available to
the United manager, so he would
have grimaced at the treatment
being dished out the former West
Ham forward by the Juventus
defendersin the first-half.

Tevez was fortunate to escape a

fred card aftef reacting angrily to

some over-zealous challenges
during Saturday's victory over
Espanyol and, although he contin-
ued to bear the brunt of some
traditional Italian defending, Tevez
kept his temper in check on this
occasion.

However he did well to keep his

cool following a scything tackle
from behind by Nicola Legrottaglie
midway through the first-half.
Tevez writhed on the turf in agony,
but he eventually rose to his feet to
continuein the game.

But barring a 38th minute
header from Darren Fletcher that
was well saved by goalkeeper
Gianluigi Buffon, the first-half was
devoid of goalscoring chances.

The European champions raised
their game in the second-half, how-
ever, and midfielder Paul Scholes
should have put United ahead when
he was picked out on the edge of the
six-yard box by substitute Rafael Da
Silvaon51 minutes.

But former England midfielder

Scholes somehow headed over the,

crossbar wheh itappeared easier to
hitthe target.

As the game wore on, neither
team could find the breakthrough
and United completed their pre-
season preparations with a 0-0
draw against a team they could yet
meet again in the Champions
League thisseason.

& Football

AP, East Rutherford

Samuel Eto'o scored two goals and
Xavl Hernandez added a goal and
two assists to lead Barcelona to a 6-
2 win over the New York Red Bulls in
an international friendly on
Wednesdaynight.

Barcelona won the match hand-
ily despite playing without star
Lionel Messi.

The match came several hours
after the Court of Arbitration for
Sport ruled that Barcelona could
keep Messi from playing for his
native Argentina in the upcoming
Olympics in Beijing.

During a news conference after
the match, Guardiola did not want
to comment on what the club
planned to do next or what Messi
intended to do about the ruling,
saying he wanted to first discuss
the matter with his player.

“After I talk to him, then I'll talk
to (the media),” Guardiola said. “I
have my opinion on it, but I want to
talk to him first, then I will tell the
world. Iwon'tsay anything about it
until I speak with him."

When asked if he tried to reach
out to Messi, who has already
joined the Argentine national team
in China, Guardiola said, “Right
now, he'ssleeping.”

Barcelona took command early,
scoring twice during a 20-second
stretch and jumping out to a 4-1
lead at the half.

“It's not normal for us to score
so many goals,” Guardiola said.
“We have to be careful because we
created so many chances and, if we
try to continue to prepare that way;,
we could be in a little bit of trouble.
We just want to get a good mental-
ityasagroup.”

Xavi Hernandez opened the
scoring in the 17th minute when he
beat Red Bulls goalie Jon Conway
with a header off a cross fro
Daniel Alves. 0

Twenty seconds later, Eto'o got
his first goal of the match when he
got past the Red Bulls defense, took
a pass from Hernandez on stride
and beat Conway.

The lead grew to 3-0 when
Rafael Alverz Marquez deflected a
cross from Hernandez with his
head, and the misdirected shot
sailed past Conway in the 24th
minulte.

New York goton the board in the
30th minute, when Seth Stammler

scored an unassisted goal. But
Barcelona answered in the 43rd
minute when Eto'o took a give-
and-go from Alexander Hleb, then
manoeuvred his way past two
defenders and beat Conway.

Barcelona's offensive output
bothered Red Bulls coach Juan
Carlos Osorio.

“This was a very difficult game
for us to handle against one of the
bestteamsin the world,” he said. “It
was impossible for us to control the
game, never mind trying to domi-
nate. This was an example of the
best players playing at their best.
We tried to control the game and it
was impossible.”

Barcelona replaced six of its 11
starters as the second half began,
but the Red Bulls did not fare much
betteragainstthe replacements.

New York narrowed the lead to
4-2 when Jorge Rojas scored on a
rebound off a crossing shot by Jeff
Parke inthe 60th minute.

Barcelona closed out the scor-

Barcelona thrash Red Bulls

ing with goals by Jeffren Suarez in
the 80th minute and Pedro in the
86th minute against Red Bulls
backup goalie Caleb Patterson-
Sewell.

“In general, we played pretty
good,” Guardiola said. “We can go
back home happy with the way we
played. We created scoring chances
and we didn'thave any injuries.”

Osorio, whose team plays DC
United in Major League Soccer on
Sunday, said he would try to take
some positives from the matchup
with Barcelona.

“I'm sure there will be positives,
but it's very difficult to find them
rightnow,” Osorio said.

‘I just hope our players can
grow from this." he added. “It
hurts me very much, but we could-
n't do anything differently -- we
played a very strong team. I still
think it was a great opportunity to
play them and I want our young
players to get a chance to play in
games like this.”

PHOTO:. AFP
Barcelona forward Thierry Henry (R) volleys acrobatically during their

friendly match against New York Red Bulls at the Giants Stadium on
Wednesday.
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Ribery best in
Germany

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich's French
midfielder Franck Ribery has been
voted German footballer of the
year, according to a poll to be pub-
lished in sports magazine Kickeron
Thursday.

Ribery, who joined the German
first division giants from Marseille
last year, garnered 224 votes from
Bundesliga players and managers,
beating second-placed German
international captain Michael
Ballack by 109 votes.

He becomes only the second
foreign player to win the award
since its inception in 1960, the
Brazilian Ailton winning the title in
2004,

"It's good for a sportsman to be
recognized for his performances.
But I have to say that the titles won
last year by the team are far more
important,” said the Frenchman,
currently recovering from an oper-
ation to his left ankle.

Ribery, 25, was part of the French
national squad that came runners-
up in the 2006 World Cup finals,
going on to win the French Player of
theYearaward 12 months later.

Bayern won the league and cup
double last season and are hoping
to make a big impression in the
Champions League - which they
last won in 2001 - under new coach
Jurgen Klinsmann,

Newcastle snap
up Coloccini

AFP, Madrid

English Premiership outfit
Newcastle United have had their
bid for Deportivo La Coruna’s
Argentine defender Fabricio
Coloccini accepted, the Spanish
club said overnight Wednesday on
its website on Thursday.

A statement on Depor's official
website, www.canaldeportivo.
com, said the two clubs "reached a
verbal agreement last week and a
deal was confirmed in writing
today.”

Deportivo say they expect the
final fee would be in the region of
10 million pounds (13 million
euros).

The 26-year-old arrived at
Deportivo in January 2005 for three
million euros from AC Milan and has
since established himself as a solid
presence in the club’s back four.

Hoeness slams
Abramovich

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich's general manager
Uli Hoeness on Thursday launched
an amusing tirade against Chelsea
owner Roman Abramovich's
attempts to use his financial mus-
cle to turn the London club into
world beaters.

“I'm annoyed when I go each
week to fill up with petrol. This
petrol mafia are taking the money |
need to give to my players,”
Hoeness told German sports
website www.spox.com,

"I'm disgusted and it's because
of Mr Abramovich."

"This mafia rule the world and
manipulate the price of petrol,”
added Hoeness.

“We have to beat teams like
Chelsea on the pitch - that will be
our compensation,” said Hoeness,
a former Bayern player and
German international.

Hammers
release
Ljungberg

AFP, London

Sweden midfielder Freddie
Ljungberg was released from his
contract with West Ham on
Wednesday, a statement on the
club's website confirmed.

Ljungberg, 31, suffered an
injury-hit campaign at Upton Park
last season after his three million
pounds (3.7 million euros) move
from Arsenal.

He made just 28 appearances
and opted to negotiate an early
release just one season into his
four-year contract.

Ljungberg, who spent nine
years at Arsenal, will now consider
whether to continue playing, with
West Ham's website claiming
"leading clubs at home and on the
continent as well as the United

States and Asia" are interested in
signing him.

Villa after
Young

AFP, London

Aston Villa indicated Thursday
they hope to prise England interna-
tional defender Luke Young from
English Premiership rivals
Middlesbrough after agreeing
terms for the 29-yeéar-old's ser-
vices.

Young only arrived at the
Riverside Stadium a year ago from
relegated Charlton for 2.5million
pounds (3.5 million euros) but Villa
need cover after allowing right back
Olof Mellberg to move to Juventus.

REUTERS, Beijing

)

BRyjing 2002

Argentina for-
ward Lionel Messi
played and scored
in his country's
Olympic opener
against Ivory
QQ@ Coast 0 n

Thursday after a
late deal was struck with his
Spanish club Barcelona.

The Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) ruled on Wednesday
that Barcelona was not obliged to
release him for the tournament
raising the prospect that he could
be called home.

CAS upheld an appeal from the
Spanish club after FIFA, soccer's
world governing body, said clubs
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Barca, Messi make peace

must release eligible players,

Barcelona were keen to have
Messi available for their
Champions League qualifier
against Poland's Wisla Krakow later
this month but their sports director
I'xiki Begiristain told a news con-
ference they had reached a deal
over insurance and release from
future friendly games.

“We took the decision last night
before we flew back from New York
to Barcelona after hearing the
decision from CAS. Messi will play
the Olympics.

“We spoke to the player first of
all and with our coach Pep
Guardiola.

“We have an agreement that
there is an insurance that will cover
the whole of the player's salary if he

Is injured.

“We also have the word of the
Argentina Football Association
president that he will be released
from having to play friendlies for
the whole of the season.

“We wanted the player to be
happy and he is,” added
Begiristain.

Messi put Argentina 1-0 up
against the African team with a
43rd minute goal.

CAS upheld similar appeals
from German clubs Schalke 04 and
Werder Bremen regarding the
release of Brazilian pair Rafinha
and Diego.

The Brazilians will compete in
the Games after the clubs decided
toletthe players stay in Beijing.

C'Ron staying for now

@ Football ¥

AFP, Bogota

Real Madrid coach Bernd Schuster
has expressed sadness that
Manchester United's Portuguese
star Cristiano Ronaldo is set to
remain with the European
Champions at least for the coming
season - while reports in Spain
insisted he would move next year.

Real have been coveting the 23-
year-old all summer but after
Ronaldo told Portuguese newspa-
per Publico that he will stay at Old
Trafford "for at least another year”
Schuster said he regretted he
would not be coming to the
Bernabeu at least for the time
being.

"We respect his decision as he is

free todo as he wishes. Itis a pity he
cannot come as he would have
improved with us,”" Schuster
insisted prior to a Real friendly
Thursday against Colombian hosts
Independiente Sante Fe.

Ronaldo, who has been linked
with a move to Real Madrid for
weeks, despite being under con-
tract for another four years, told
Publico: "Sir Alex Ferguson heard
my arguments, I heard his and, in
fact, it was settled that the best for
both parties would be for me to
stay.

"Therefore, I can confirm that,
next season, I will play for
Manchester United.

Nonetheless, Spanish media
said Ronaldo would indeed don the
whiteshirtof Realinayear's time.

"Now, no, buton July 1, 2009, he
will be at Real Madrnd,"” predicted

CRISTIANO RONALDO (R)

Marca sports daily, adding:
"Ronaldo has accepted to stay on at
United on condition they accept
Madrid's offerin 2009."

Ronaldo told Publico he would
give his all in the coming season
despite the abortive transfer saga.

"Before rumours emerge saying
that I will play against my will, I
want to make this clear - whoever
says or writes thatislying.

"I will play for Manchester with
all my heart and soul. I will fight
and honour that shirt with the
same commitment and dedication
as always," insisted Ronaldo, who
scored 42 goals last season in help-
ing to propel United to the
Champions League and English
Premiership titles.

Real had been prepared to pay
85 million euros for Ronaldo, who
admitted that "I was responsible
for all this controversy. I was the
one who publicly expressed my
desire to go to Real Madrid. I ended
up being, even involuntarily,
responsible for the poor relation-
ship between the two clubs.”

Ferguson said late Wednesday:
"We knew this was the case (that
Ronaldo would be staying). I flewto
Portugal some weeks ago and we
cleared the air and he spoke to
some of the players.

"The boy has been through a
troubled time in terms of the
approaches from Spain, but once
he knew my stance, he then settled
down.

"He has come out with this

interview, which we are all pleased
about, and we will welcome him
back here this week,” added
Ferguson, who has also urged

United supporters to stand by
Ronaldo, despite his perceived

disloyalty.

Following ankle surgery in early
July in Amsterdam, Ronaldo is not
set to play until the end of

September.

Blatter slates CAS

REUTERS, Beijing

World soccer's
governing body
FIFA said on
Thursday the
decision by the
Court of

Eﬁﬁing 2002
Arbitration for
QJ%) Sport to allow the

return of a handful of players to
their clubs was "dramatic”" and
could kill off the Games' soccer
tournament.

"There may be a snowballing
effect,” FIFA chief Sepp Blatter told
an International Olympic
Committee session.

"I gulped when I heard that
decision by CAS. All other clubs
that have released their players are
now in the limelight and may
decide to withdraw their players
fromthe tournament."

CAS on Wednesday upheld an

)

appeal from the clubs after FIFA
said they were obliged to release
eligible players for the tournament.

The case was taken to CAS by
Barcelona, Schalke and Werder
Bremen for their players Lionel
Messi, Rafinha and Diego.

“But if all the national squads
lose players, if clubs force them to
return home, we simply may not
have an Olympic football tourna-
ment,” Blatter said. "We could do
beach soccer or a five-a-side tour-
nament. The world would not
understandit.

"We were greatly surprised by
the fact that CAS awarded in favour
of the clubs,” Blatter, visibly upset
by the decision, told IOC members.

Blatter, an IOC member himself,
said the situation now was compli-
cated as the clubs could allow their
players to compete in return of a
financial compensation.

"The clubs could say let's let

them play and we could be finan-
cially compensated. Is that the
Olympic spirit?” Blatter asked. "It's
a rather dramatic situation. This is
amostuncomfortable situation.

"We can't let them go," he said.
"We can't see them return home, a
day before Games start, putting in
dangerin entire tournament.”

IOC President Jacques Rogge
said he shared his fellow member's
feeling and pleaded with the clubs
to let the players stay. He also
pledged to resolve the situation for
future Games after the Aug. 8-24
Beiljing Olympics.

"In the meantime we have to
manage itin the short term,” Rogge
said. "We appeal to clubs not to
withdraw player and allow players
and putinto reality theirdreams”

"We ask them, plead with them,
to respect the Olympic dream. I am
quite sure we can find right solu-
tionsinthelongterm.”

Testing time for Moyes

m Football

AFP, Liverpool

David Moyes has endured many
highs during his six-and-a-half-
years in charge of Everton, but he is
facing his most difficult campaign
yet after a trying close-season at
Goodison Park.

The mood of optimism which
swept the club following a 3-1 win
over Newcastle on the final day of
last season, which confirmed
Everton's place in Europe for the
third time in four seasons, has been
replaced by one of concern among
fans.

And no wonder. Just days before
the start of Moyes's seventh full
season at the Merseyside club,
Everton have yet to show off a new
signing even though long-serving
midfielder Lee Carsley has joined
Birmingham and striker Andy
Johnson is poised to leave for
Fulham.

In addition,” rumours over
Moyes' long-term future cnntinuF.

The Scot yet to sign a new contract
while chief executive Keith Wyness,
the driving force behind the club's
proposed move to a new 50,000-
seater stadium in nearby Kirkby,
has quithispost.

On top of that owner Bill
Kenwright has revealed he is pre-
pared to step down as chairman if
an appropriate investor can be
found, while Moyes criticised his
players after losing 2-0 to Chicago
Fire on their American tour in July.

Despite his prolonged contract
negotiations, Moyes, regarded as
one of the brightest British manag-
ers in the Premier League, is
expected to commit himself to
Everton, although he has admitted
that the club's lack of activity in the
transfer marketisa big worry.

“It's not just a new face we need
- it's new faces,” said Moyes. "My
big concern is that anybody we
bring in now probably won't be
ready to start the Premier League
season.

“We can't hide the fact that we
need new players. Everybody
Knows it. We have to get five or six
1

playersin before the season starts.”

Wary of his side's faltering form
at the end of last season, Moyes is
keen to strengthen his midfield and
forward areas as he prepares his
side for a busy season after qualify-
ing for the UEFA Cup.

He is keen on Sporting Lisbon's

Portugal international midfielder
Joao Moutinho while Darren
Fletcher, who is only likely to play a
bit-part role at Manchester United
this season, isanothertarget.

Fletcher may well be tempted to

make the move, especially as Phil
Neville, his former team-mate at
Old Trafford, has established him-
self as a popular figure among
Everton fans since leaving United
three years ago.

Moyes, 45, has established a

reputation for making the best out
of the options available to him.
That was illustrated last season as
his side finished fifth in the table
above clubs boasting much bigger
budgets like Aston Villa,
Tottenham, Newcastle and
Many:hester City.
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