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AL held meetings with the European
Parliament members, USA, UK,
Canadian and Chinese diplomats,
International Republican Institute
(IR} and National Democratic
Institute (NDD) during the last few
days to ask them 10 put pressure on

the nent.
ing to The Daily Star a senior

AL leader said even though anumber
of diplomats said that the national
elections would not be free and fair
under the emergency, they are stll
confused. “We will continue to talk to
them in this regard and talk to the
United Nations and the
Commonwealth parliament mem-
bers,” he said.

A few AL leaders also told The
Daily Star that if the government did
not have any motive centring the
national polls, they would have had
no objection to national polls under
emergency. Since the government
has repeatedly asked voters to vote
for a certain kind of candidates in the
name of "honest and competent
candidates”, it clearly indicates that
the government has an intention
with the polls, a senior AL leader said
asking not to be named.

By holding a free and fair city
corporation poll, the government
has gained the international com-
munity's confidence that it is possi-
ble to hold national polls with the
emergency enforced, the leader said,
adding, "Wearenotfallingfor that.”

AL acting General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam said, "We have taken
part in the city corporation elections
with the emergency enforced, but we
will not do the same in the parlia-
mentaryelections.”

“If the emergency is not with-

AL seeks int'l support

drawn, the fear factor will remain and
the national election will not be free
and fair,” said AL Presidium Member
Suranjit Sengupta adding that politi-
cal rights cannot be restored keeping
the fundamental rights suspended.

Talking to The Daily Star he said,
"We will hold the final round of
discussion with the government very
soon tomakeour positionclear.”

“We will continue to be proactive
in our engagement with the care-
taker government and we hope they
will be constructive in their approach
and create an environment that
leads to the election and lifting the
emergency well before the
announcement of the election
schedule,” AL Organising Secretary
Saber Hossain Chowdhury told The
Daily Star.

Saber, also political secretary to
party President Sheikh Hasina, said
there is a political process leading to
election day and the environment in
which the political process goes on is
as important as freedom with which
voters cast their votes on the election
day. "And the election is nota techni-
cal event confined to the day of
polls,” headded.

However, Jatiya Party (JP), a
component in the AL-led grand
electoral alliance, is plannihg to get
all political parties to have one com-
mon stance over the state of emer-
gency. )

“"We and all political parties want
to reach a consensus through discus-
sion on the issue of emergency and
then decide on taking part in the
polls with or without the emergency
enforced,” JP acting Chairman
Anisul Islam Mahmud told The Daily
Star.

Crime investigation
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installed at the CID head office in
Malibagh to check cybercrime.”

Acknowledging that the absence
of a comprehensive criminal data-
base is a major drawback of crime
investigation in the country, the DIG
said a national database consisting
details of around 1 lakh criminals
including the hardcore ones will be
developed soon.

The database will enable field
Investigators access and verify vital
information of offenders or suspects
promptly, headded.

Lack of comprehensive informa-
ton of a cniminal can lead to failure
on a law enforcer's part to promptly
idennfyan offender, said anumber of
CID officials.

Even if a criminal walks down the

'~ hallway of a police station right this

morhent, itishighly probable thatno
law enforcer will be able to idenufy
the cnminal, theyadded.

Prosecutors with the help of
biometric and other evidences
analysed at the modern forensic labs
will be able to put together airtight
cases against rapists, murderers and
arsonists, said the CID officials add-
ing that many of these criminals are
repeat offenders and sometimes
walk away without being convicted
as the law enforcers presently lack
modern tools and faalities to tie
them to the crimes they had commit-
ted.

The CID officials also said crimi-
nals almost always leave a trail of
their handiwork and evidence on the
cnme scene -- blood, semen, hair,
skin, nail scrapings, fingerprints,
footprints, bite marks on the victims'
body, etc.

Other forms of evidence left on
the crime scene may include tool
marks, fabric impressions, tyre

Tarique
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Sharifuddin Chaklader and Justice
Md Emdadul Haque Azad, however,
stayed the trial proceedings against
Tarique in this case till August 12 and
also permitted Tarique to file an
appeal with the Supreme Court (SC)
against the HC order and for bail in
thiscase.

The court cited earlier examples
where several accused -- including
Awami e President and former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina and
the party Secretary General Abdul
Jalil -- were released on parole and
Mohammad Nasim and Sigma Huda
were granted bail in cases on health
grounds.

“This is our observation. It is now
the concern of the government
whether theywill carryout the obser-
vation as an order or not,” the court
continued, saying that in developed
countries the observation of the

court is generally regarded as an

- The HC earlier on August 4
directed Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) counsel advo-
cate Anisul Huq to produce the
medical reports of Tarique Rahman
byAugust 7 for examination ofthose.

However Hug was not able to
e e b ey

y, as not of
them from aumoﬁﬁescongtmed.

Tarique's counsels barrister

ul Islam Mia and barrister
M;h _u:gdhim Khokon, however,
submitted his medical reports to the
HCbench.

Abul Kashem, deputy assistant
director of the ACC, filed the bribery
case with Ramna Police Station on
October 4 last year, accusing six
people including former state minis-
ter forhome Lutfozzaman Babar, The
ACC on May 6 pressed charges
against Tarique Rahman,
Lutfozzaman Babar and six others in
el pecial

case is pending in the speci
court of Judge Sh:lll:%l Noor Uddin
set up on the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
premises.

Tarique Rahman filed the
quashnient petition with the HC on
Mag.'g In the petition he also prayed
for bail in the case against him.

marks, gunshot residues, arson
accelerant, paint, glass, etc, they said.

Upon the modemisation of the
forensic lab in Dhaka and installing
of the new forensic lab in Chittagong
and the computer lab at CID head-
quarters, the CID will have the capac-
ity to track down offenders by exam-
ining the evidence and samples
collected from a crime scene.

"Although it's like finding a nee-
dle in a haystack, the search for such
crucial evidence is a routine proce-
dure in modern crime scene investi-
gation. Once the evidence is gath-
ered, itis analysed by forensic experts
and put through DNA (deoxynbonu-
cleic acid) tests that can provide
precise evidence against criminals,”
saidatop CID official.

However, "it's crucial that the first
officer reaching the Crime Scene
properly protect the area to restrict
access and prevent contamination of
evidence. The entire investigation
hinges on that first person being able
to properly identify, isolate and
secure the scene by establishing a
restricted perimeter, mainly with a
rope, tape or barriers.”

"But most of our police personnel
do not even know how to secure a
scene to prevent evidence from
being tampered with or destroyed
inadvertently,” said anotherofficial.

Hubert Staberhofer, Programme
Manager of Police Reform
Programme (PRP) of the govern-
ment, said under the PRP, case inves-
tigators will receive training so that
they can properly identfy, isolate
and secure the scene.

JCD president

FROM PAGE 1

The leaders and activists of both JCD
and BCL had been staging demon-
stratnons on the university campus
for the last three days demanding the
release ofthe two studentleaders.

DUVice Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz
on Wednesday night assured the
leaders of BCL and JCD that the
government would release the two
studentleaders byyesterday night.

Roton was arrested twice soon
after his release from the
Mymensingh Jail on May 4 and on

Tuesday Dec e ielalarvas arrested
again on December 13 last after
]lfisaﬂ release from the Dhakayeérenua]

The High Court (HC) on August 4
granted Helal bail and asked the law
enforcement agencies not to detain
or harass him without any fresh
arrest warrant.

Shortly after his release, Helal
demanded immediate release of
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia and
Senior Joint Secretary General
Tarique Rahman and judicial investi-
gation into the alleged torture on
Tariqueduringremand.

"Any issue rather than their
release is immaterial to us," he told
gt ed th

urg e party’s district
unit leaders to strengthen the move-
mentto free Khaleda and Tarique.

The JCD president also
demanded immediate withdrawal of
the state of emergency and holding
ofthe parliamentary polls first.

Meanwhile, police in the moming
produced BCL leader Roton before
the Chief Judicial Magistrate Court of
Nazrul Islam Ha er who ordered
g}e authorities concerned to release

m.

I demand permanent release of
our party chief Sheikh Hasina and
withdrawal of the state of emergency
immediately” Roton said after his
release. :

Healso said the BCL would realise
the demands through tougher

programmes across the country
SOOI

The HC on July 29 declared
Roton’s detention illegal following a
writ petition filed by his father,

Meanwhile, police yesterda
intercepted two processions of BC{
and JCD on DU campus at
12:00noon when they were marching
towards the home ministry sepa-
rately tolay siege to itdemanding the
release of the two studentleaders.

Oil palm
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on aquatic life, as it requires a lot of
insecticide and other chemical
spraying for good production,
experts say.

Most of the experts opposed the
move and suggested that the coun-
try should rather go for other oil
seed varieties including mustered,
groundnut, sunflower and soy-
bean, as these are suitable for local
soiland weather.

"The standard of oil from these
seeds is far better than palm oil,”
said Dr Reza Khan.

Oil palm cultivation started in
Bangladesh in 1979 through
import of seedlings from Nigeria
and Malaysia. The first batch of oil
palm seeds was brought from
Malaysia in 1978 and the seedlings
were raised in polybags at the
Botanical Garden, Dhaka.

Six-month-old seedlings were
supplied to Chittagong, Cox's
Bazar and Sylhet Forest Divisions
for planting in 1979,

By 1981 about 784 acres of land,
including 279 acres in Chittagong,
325 acres’'in Cox's Bazar, and 180
acres in Sylhet, were brought under
oil palm plantations, Later the total
plantation area rose to over one
thousand acres.

With a goal to produce palm oil
commercially, motivated by the
success of Malaysia and Indonesia,
the department of forest con-
ducted a clear felling of natural
forest.

"But soon those trees disap-
peared,” said Dr Reza Khan, a
member of World Commission for
Protected Areas.

The forest department had
pinned the blame on wild ele-
phants, porcupines, rats and wild
boar for disappearance of the trees.

Insects, wild animals, and some
diseases affect the growth and
cultivation of oil palm in
Bangladesh, forestofficials say.

"Considerable damage of plan-
tations of Cox's Bazar Division by
elephants, porcupines and other
animals was reported frequently in
plantation areas,” said a forest
official.

The plantations of Sylhet forest
areas, especially in Satchhari, were
rather successful but the depart-
ment could not extract palm fruits
for commercial production
because of poor quality.

"Sull you'll find palm trees in
Satchhari forest area,” said the
official.

"May be saplings of those palm
trees have become suitable for
Bangladesh weather now," he
added. "

“The sources say thé proposal of
the 'green circle’ project is now at
the external relation department.

"The project will be imple-
mented in Bogra, Thakurgaon and
Joypurhat districts initially. He is
very keen to see oil palm trees as he
learned recently oil palm trees can
meet up scarcity of edible oil. But
please don't quote me," said the
high official.

Tac sets Sept 1
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for the same period. They are Asif
Ali, a former comptroller and
auditor general, and Major Gen
(retd) Manzur Rashid Khan.

Under the provisions of the Tac,
the corrupt people will be allowed
to appeal for mercy after volun-
tanly admitting to their past cor-
ruption and depositing their ill-
gotten wealth to the state exche-
quer.

Rajshahi mayor
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see me acting promptly,” he said.

Replying to questions on cor-
ruption in RCC, Liton said, "1 will
investigate previous anomalies
and take tough actions if any
corruptionis found.”

A huge number of staff in RCC
were employed "quite unneces-
sarily and just on political consid-
eration or in exchange of bribes in
thelast17 years.

"The excess RCC staffs have
never been of any use apart from
making political processions and
meetings asuccess. I will prepare a
list of such staffs and decide on
actions against them. I do not
mean to seize someone's source of
daily bread but I have no right to
carry an unnecessary load that
costpeople money."

“After taking oath, I will be the
mayor of all citizens. Every citizen
will have the right to speak to me
directly. I will fix two days in a
week to talk to the people with my
prime emphasis on develop-
ment,” he said.

Briefing newsmen about his
development plan, Liton said, he
would ensure people's participa-
tion in development works for
transparency and he would iden-
tify development schemes to be
taken up by talking with the peo-
ple and involving them in their
implementation.

Liton said he had already iden-
tified around 12 wards out of the
30 in RCC as least developed
wards.

Liton reiterated his pledge to
Create more employmentscope. "|
will look for local resources first
and then persuade investors to set
up industries in Rajshahi.

“Primarily, I will set up an
industrial zone on around 200
bighas of land belonging to the
RCC and distribute those on lease
to interested industrialists with
the condition of employing
locals,” he said.

NEW

Upazila polls

FROM PAGE 1

political parties from the upazila
polls even by amending the upazila
parishad ordinance as that would
again contradict the constitution
that acknowledges functions and
activities of the political parties.

The HC in its ruling on August 4
polls too upheld the constitutional
provisions, It observed that since the
rights of the political parties are
enshrined in Lrue constitution, the
rules restricting the use of political
affiliation in the city corporation and
municipality polls are illegal.

The court also said the EC has
no jurisdiction to make policy deci-
sions like determining political
characteristics of the elections.

Legal experts said the HC ruling
on the August 4 polls will be applica-
ble also to other local government
elections.

They said if the government
amends the upazila parishad ordi-
nance to enforce restrictions on the
political parties it might undermine
the constitutional right to associa-
tion.

POLLS PREPARATIONS
Despite the uncertainty over what
would be the nature of upazila polls,

Tuhin
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the Sangsad Bhaban premises for

its quick disposal.

TUHIN CASE

After getting police report on arrest
warrant against Tuhin, Judge
Mohammad Azizul Haque of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court passed the order asking the
accused to appear before the court
on the scheduled date.

On August 4, the same court
issued arrest warrant against the
former BNP lawmaker from
Nilphamari-1 Tuhin following a
plea submitted by the investiga-
tion officer (10) of the case.

Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) filed the against Tuhin for
amassing wealth worth Tk 65 lakh
illegally and giving false wealth
information to the commission.
He has been accused of accumu-
lating Tk 2.9 crore illegally and
concealing information about his
wealth worth Tk 1.43 crore.
CASEAGAINST SAJEDA'S SON
The same court yesterday issued
an order asking Shahdab Akbar to
appear before the court by August
13.

ACC filed the case against
Shahdab and his wife for conceal-
ing information about assets
worth Tk 95,38 lakh and accumu-

ilating wealth worth Tk 1.24.crore

‘beyond their known sources of

income. ACC later dropped
Shahdab's wife's name from the
charge sheet.

Adviser Igbal
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Igbal's remarks came a day after
the European Union (EU) parlia-
ment member Nirj Deva, who held
talks with Awami League (AL)
leaders on Wednesday, said the
state of emergency in Bangladesh
remains a matter of concern for
them as the EU don't send observ-
ers during elections in any country
where the emergencyisin force.

When asked to comment on the
matter, the adviser said, "Since
discussions between the EU and
the Election Commission (EC) are
going on, there won't be any prob-
lem," he told reporters.

The adviser said everyone in the
country and abroad welcomed
holding of the local government
polls under emergency.

He said the government was
willing to hold the elections under
emergency from the beginning.

“It's not a big matter who is
saying what about this," he said
adding that none of the candidates
in the just concluded local body
Jbolls complained about holding
elections under the emergency.

"We also told the political par-
ties during dialogue to come up
with suggestions on further relax-
ation of emergency,” the adviser
said.

But major political parties,
including AL and BNP have been
pressing for complete withdrawal
of emergency before parliamen-
tary elections scheduled to be held
inthe third week of December.

After Monday's local body polls,
the chief election commissioner
and the advisers to the caretaker
government has been hinting
about holding the national elec-
tionsunder emergency.

Ex-MP Mohiuddin
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which he will have to spend a year
andahalfmorein prison.

He was handed down three
years' imprisonment for giving
false information to the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) and
another five years for concealing
information in his tax returns.

Since Mohiuddin is on the run,
the sentences will be effective from
the dayofhis surrender or arrest.

NBR Deputy Tax Commissioner
MohammadWahidullah Khan filed
the case against him on June 11 for
evading Tk 60.73 lakh in taxes over
his income of Tk 2.44 crore in the
fiscal year 2003-2004.

On July 10, Mohiuddin was
sentenced to 10 years' rigorous
impnsonment and one year's
simpleimprisonment for amassing
wealth illegally and concealing
information in his wealth state-
ment submitted to the Anti-
corruption Commission.

the EC is gearing up to hold the long
due polls to over 300 out of 482
upazilasin October.

It is working to announce the
election schedule next month,
sources in the ECsaid.

On its instructions, the field level
election offices in around 50 districts
have already gathered necessary
information on polling stations in
the upazilas that might go to polls in
October.

The political parties including
Awami League (AL) and BNP have
been opposed to the idea of holding
upazla polls before the parliamen-
tary election planned to be held in
the third week of December.

The EC Secretariat will soon ask
the finance ministry to disburse
funds for upazila elections. Around
Tk 200 crore was allocated for polls in
the current fiscal year, added the EC
sources.

Currently, the EC is drafting rules
for the upazila polls. The election
rules are expected to be finalised in a
week.,

Senior officials in the EC
Secretariat said they have already
drafted an electoral code of conduct
imposing restrictions on political
parties. But the EChas yetto examine
those.,

They said the commission would
finalise the electoral code once the
rules are settled.

Meantime, the EC has drafted
proposals outlining ceilings on
election expenditures for the contes-
tants.

According to the proposals,
persons vying to be upazila chair-
men and vice-chairmen would be
allowed to spend up to a maximum
of Tk 10 lakh if the number of voters
in their upazilas is two lakh and
above.

For candidates in upazilas with
the number of constituents ranging
between one lakh and two lakh, Tk 7
lakh would be the upper limit for
spending.

In upazilas having less than one
lakh voters, Tk 5 lakh would be the
most to be allowed as a candidate's
election expenses.

Koko
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appointed lawyer, Sanaullah Mia.

He said they had appealed for a
three-week hiatus in charge-
framing hearing because of advo-
cate Sanaullah'sillness.

Prosecution lawyer Mosharraf
Hossain Kajol read out the allega-
tions against Koko.

ACC Deputy director Abu
Sayeed filed the case with Ramna
Police Station on April 23 this year,
accusing that Koko made a fortune
of Tk 2.23 crore through illegal

~_means and concealed informagon |
~on around Tk 11.20 lakh of his

assets in his statement to the anti-
corruption watchdog.

According to the case, Koko
claimed that he, his wife and two
daughters own Tk 8.08 crore in
movable and immovable property,
but investigations revealed their
wealth to be more than had been
declared.

The ACC enquiry also found
that he covered up informaton
about an apartment at Banani,
bank loans, 500 shares (Tk 100
each), two savings certificates (Tk 1
lakh each) in his wife's name and
benefits he might have received
from differentbusinesses, itadded.

His wife's Tk 1.50 crore invest-
ment In a business and the
expenses of his 84 overseas trips
between September 2003 and
December 2006 do not correspond
to the couple's stated sources of
income.

219 Bangladeshi
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MONUC's Eastern Division
General Farukh Bashir, Director of
MONUC's Regional Office in Ituri
Madam Olamide Adedej, and local
Congolese authorities attended the
colourful ceremony:.

Group Captain Mohammad
Harunur Rashid, commander of
the Bangladeshi Aviation Unit
(BANAIR-5) based in Bunia,
thanked the MONUC force com-
mander, military and civilian
guests from the United Nations as
well as the Congolese authorities
for their presence at the ceremony.

Rashid said despite many chal-
lenges facing the peacekeepers, the
‘Blue Helmets' from Bangladesh
Air Force have never hesitated to
perform their duties.”

General Gaye appreciated the
professionalism and dedication of
Bangladesh Air Force, which has
rendered services in various UN
peacekeeping missions.

He said MONUC's aviation
unit--from Bangladesh and other
countries--have carried out 1,500
flight hours without any major
accident. Besides, BANAIR-5 car-
ried out rapid repair of three sen-
ously damaged helicopters.

General Gaye said all compo-
nents of Bangladesh Air Force have
worked very well in their respective
fields. “Itis their professional integ-
rity, their dedication, their care and
commitment for which they
deserve the cheers and the recogni-
tion of MONUC and the Congolese
authorities.”

Our Staff Correspondent adds:;
Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Nur Mohammad left for East Timor
last night to attend a function
where UN Peace Mission medals
will be awarded to 193 members of
Bangladesh Police.

The IGP left for Dili, the capital
of East Timor, at 11:55pm by a
Singapore Airlines flight, according
to a pressrelease,

A total of 1,062 policemen have
been working in seven UN peace-
keeping missions. Of them, 193 are
working in East Timor, 160 in
Kosovo, 250 in Congo, 24 in Sudan,
165 1n Darfur, 17 in Liberia and 253

in Ivory Coast, the press release
said,

[~ breating probiem.

2 gunned down
in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two people were gunned down and
another was Injured in two sepa-
rate incidents in Dhaka yesterday.

The deceased are Asaduzzamn
Rajib, 28, and an unidentilied
person aged around 22. The injured
was identified as Taijuddin, 32, a
timber trader.

Family members of Rajib told
newsmen that Rajib was going to
Bagicha from his home on Rajony
Chowdhury Lane at Gandaria
when three to four men ambushed
him on Akkhoy Das Lane in
Sutrapur. They shot him and fled
the scene firing bullets indiscrimi-
nately when Taijuddin got shot in
hisleft hand.

Locals rushed Rajib to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital but doc-
tors on duty there declared him
dead.

Early yesterday unidentified
assailants shot a young man at
Badda killing him on the spot
Locals said they found the body
after hearinga gunshot.

One conjoined
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kept in the neo-natal Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of the hospital and
is not out of danger, the doctors
said, adding that they are closely
monitoring her condition round
the clock.

“She has some temperature and
pain because of the long opera-
tion,” BSMMU's Paediatric Surgery
Department Chairman Dr Shafiqul
Haque told The Daily Star.

Shahnaz Begum, the twins'
mother, lost consciousness several
times following her daughter’s
death.

"You know how hard we have
tried to save our children. We were
aware of the risks of the surgery, yet
itis very difficult to accepta daugh-
ter's death,” the girls' father Golam
Kibria, a schoolteacher of
Dumurgachha Primary School in
Gaibandha, told The Daily Star.

"We would do everything to
save the otherchild,"” hesaid.

Six teams of 68 members
including over 40 doctors took part
in the surgery to separate the twins
aged four months and 12 days. The
twins were conjoined at their livers,
intestines and gallbladders, chest
bonesand abdomen.

The babies regained conscious-
ness soon after the surgery and
were kept atthe ICU. Barsha had to
be given ventilation support for

"Barsha*s blood pressure
started going down at 10:00pm.
Thegirldiedat11:20pm, " Dr Shafiq
said.

Receiving Barsha's dead body in
the morning, the family buried her
at their family graveyard in
Rampura village of Gobindaganj
upazila in Gaibandha after the Asr
prayers yesterday.

The twins were born at Rabeya
Clinic in Gaibandha on March 24
and were transferred to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital the next
day. They had been undergoing
treatment at BSMMU since April 4
under Dr Shafiq's supervision.

Talking on Bonya's condition,
Dr Ruhul Amin, associate professor
of paediatric surgery at BSMMU,
said, "We cannot say anything
before five days.” Dr Ruhul sepa-
rated a pair of conjoined twins at
Islami Bank Hospital in 2003 and
one of the twins has survived.

JS constituency
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re-demarcated onApril 29.

MA Mannan and ABM Nurul
[slam, a seniorlawyer at the Supreme
Court, had also challenged the April
29 EC gazette in two separate writ
petitions following which the High
Court asked the government and the
EC to explain why the move should
not be declared illegal and unconsti-
tutional.

The EC, however, published the
July 10 gazette amid pending HC
rules.

Petitioner Mannan's counsel
barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia told the
court that Article 122 of the constitu-
tion and the Electoral Roll (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2007 require that
the authorities redraw the constitu-
encies before the voter list is pre-
pared so people could decide in
advance in which constituency they
would getregistered as voters.

"The Election Commission has
re-demarcated the constituencies
after over 99 percent of the voter list
was complete, violating the constitu-
ton,” hesaid.

He further argued that the July 10
gazette is also unconstitutional and
illegal as the EC published it without
saying how it had disposed of the
objections raised by the voters over
thedelimitation process.

Barrister Rafiqul told reportgrs
that the gazette notification re-
designing the country's constituen-
cies prior to 2001 elections would
now remainin force following the HC
order.

Chief election commissioner
(CEC), two election commissioners,
secretary at the EC secretariat and
principal secretary to the chief
adviser have been asked to respond
to the HC rule.

Earlier, the two petitioners chal-
lenging the Apnl 29 gazette had
alleged that the commission re-
demarcated the constituencies after
more than 70 percent of the voter list
wascomplete,

Barrister Nasiruddin Ahmed
Asim and barrister Mehnaz Mannan
assisted barrister Mia,
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support of 295 members of 442

members in both houses of parlia-
ment. The coalition leaders claim
that they have the support of 303
members at the moment but Asif Ali
Zardari is confident that they will

members toimpeach Musharraf.

have formed a "war cabinet” for
winning the support of more and
more opposition members. Zardari
headed the first meeting of his "war
cabinet” last night at the Zardari
House. He contacted many opposi-
tion senators last night himself.

Ullah Zehri from Baluchistan and
Senator Saleem Saifullah Khan from
NWFP.

MOM Chief Altaf Hussain. PPP Co-

their coalition partner in the provin-

Musharraf”.

secure the support of more than 350

Asif Ali Zardari and Nawaz Sharif

Among them were Senator Mir Israr

Anwar Saifullah Khan, elder
brother of Senator Saleem Saifullah
Khan, had a meeting with Asif Ali
Zardarn last night at the Zardari
House. He assured Zardari that
Senator Saleem Saifullah Khan of
PML-Q will vote against Musharraf.
Asif Ali Zardan has sent a special
messenger to London for meeting

Chairperson was sure that MOM is

cial government of Sindh province
and something positive may come
out of his recent contacts with Altaf
Hussain. Asif Ali Zardan told this
scribe, "I will request my brother
Altaf Hussain that if he cannot
support us then at least he should
remain neutral.” He was also sure
that "more than 350members of the
parliament will vote against

Reliable sources claimed that
Senator Mir Israr Ullah Zerhri will
meet Asif Ali Zardari soon along
with five other PML-() senators.
PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif also
assigned his colleagues to contact

Zardari, Sharif

PML-Q senators and MNA's 1o vote
against President Pervez Musharraf.
PML-N Secretary Information
Ahsan Igbal claimed that they will
secure the support of atleast 7 PML-
O senators and more than 10 MNA's
within a few days. Ruling alliance
leaders are of the view that if there
will be an open voting against
Musharraf then the number of votes
may exceed 350 because opposition
members of the parliament from
Baluchistan and NWFP cannot
support Musharrafopenly.

Parties slate RPO
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and make a parliament effective

and accountable,

He, however, said the no-vote
and one-third party posts reserved
for women were not practical
provisions.

Criticising the RPO, Democratic
Left Alliance (DLA) yesterday said,
“This ordinance is a heinous con-
spiracy to control political parties.”
It said the government is trying to
survive by paralysing people's
power and political consciousness.
[tclaimed that the government was
trying to take away the political
power from the people.

LDA demanded the government
scrapsthe ordinance.

Bangladesher Biplobi Workers
Party in a press statement said the
RPO is undemocratic and contra-
dictory to the spinit of the constitu-
tion.

[n a joint statement the party’s
president Khandker Ali Abbas and
General Secretary Saiful Haqg said
neither the government nor the
political parties have the right to
decide on front organisation of
political parties.

L
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since Canadian sprinter Johnson
was stripped of his gold medal.

The chances look slim though
with even IOC chief Jacques
Rogge saying he expects between
30-40 positive tests

For all their meticulous plan-
ning and 40-billion-dollar make-
over of Beijing, what happens on
the track or on the field is beyond

authorities,

pating a boost up the medal table.

States.

But if it is to top the table this
time around, it will need to domi-
nate those sports where it is
traditionally strong - table tennis,
badminton and gymastics - while
hoping the effort put into lower-
profile events such as beach
volleyball also produce podium
places.

In athletics, which for all its

drugs scandals remains the
centrepiece of any Olympics,
home hopes of gold rest on the
shoulders of defending 110m
hurdles champion Liu Xiang and
London marathon winner Zhou
Chunxiu.

Arguably, the most staggering
solo feat being attempted at these
Games is Michael Phelps's bid to
win eight gold medals and so
break the record of seven golds at

rather than any fresh doping
controversies of the kind that
have become wearily familiar

the control of even the Chinese

' Staging the. Games is often
thought to be a catalyst for
improved performance and
China, which retains the kind of
vast, state-sponsored sports
programme common in Eastern
Europe before the collapse of the
Soviet Union, is certainly antici-

At Athens four years ago,
China finished with 32 gold, 17
silver and 14 bronze medals to
place second behind the United

Beijing showpiece

a single Olympics set by fellow
American swimmer Mark Spitz in
Munich backin 1972.

Four years ago, Phelps just fell
short of equalling Spitz's mark,
winning six golds although his
'failure’ would represent unimag-
inable success for most other
Olympians.

"1 like challenges. When 1
make my goals they are all chal-
lenges, and I think that I rise to
the occasion. I'm excited to have
the opportunity to hopefully do
thathere,"” Phelphs said.

However, the first golds of
these Games on Saturday will not
be decided in the futuristic Water
Cube butat the shooting range.

China's reigning women's
10m Air Rifle champion Du Li is
widely expected by millions of
her compatriots to deliver the
opening gold while later that day
world champion Peng Wei is a
leading contender in the men's
10m Air Pistol.

However, China shooting
coach Wang Yifu said: "No one
can be the favourite because it all
depends on how well you shoot
that day. It takes just one shot to
mess up things.”

Even harder to predict is what
effect the Games will have in
bolstering China's image abroad,
a key aspect for the country's
ruling Communist Party.

"Looking at what is going on
with the Olympics, vou could say
we were a bit naive to think that
the Games would have improved
our image,” said Zhu Feng, an
international relations expert at
Peking University.

But Damian Ryan, a media
advisor to several Beijing
Olympic sponsors, said: "I think
there is a sense now that China,
like the other host nations before
it, should just get the chance to
showwhatitis capable of.”

Pakistani
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“We have good news for democracy,”
Zardan said at a joint news confer-
ence with Sharif in Islamabad. "The
coalition believes it is imperative to
move for impeachment against
General Musharraf.”

The government had summoned
the national assembly, or lower
house of parliament, to sit on August
11 and could begin the impeach-
ment proceedings then, a senior
coalition official said earlier.
Musharraf cancelled a trip to
Beijing for the opening of the
Olympic Games and his place will be
taken by Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani, the foreign ministry said
shortly after news of the impeach-
ment plan emerged.

Musharraf's allies have previ-
ously said he would fightany attempt
to topple him, and a presidential
source said he was consulting close
aldes on Thursday to discuss a course
ofaction. .

“The president's options are
either toissue an order dissolving the
national assembly or impose emer-
gency rule, under which the govern-
ment will be suspended and a new
caretaker set-up would be
announced, " the source told AFP
Musharraf, a former commando,
ruled nuclear-armed Pakistan rela-
tively untroubled for eight years with
the backing of the United States,
which has counted him as a key ally
since the September 11 attacks.

But his popularity slumped after
he ousted the country's chief justice
and imposed a state of emergency in

November 2007 to prevent any

coalition

challenges to his re-election as presi-
dent.

Musharraf stepped down as army
chief that month, and the parties of
Bhutto and Sharif subsequently
trounced his allies in general elec-
tionsin February.

Coalition sources said the agree-
ment to impeach came when Shanf
assured Zardari that he could count
on the support of some forrmmer PML-
N members who are currently in a
pro-Musharraf party.

The Pakistani constitution says a
two-thirds majonty in the upperand
lower houses of parliament com-
bined is necessary to impeach a
siting president, although it has
never been done before in the coun-
try'shistory.

The sources said a charge sheet
on Musharraf's posiaon and perfor-
mance as president would be drawn
up and submitted to parliament to
be signed by at least half of all MPs 1n
the coming days.

The speaker of the national
assembly, or lower house of parlia-
ment, would then notify Musharraf
and ask him to defend his position
withinsevento 15days, theysaid.

The coalition had been split by
the twin issues of what to do about
Musharrafand how to carry out their
pledge to reinstate the judges.

The nft had effectively paralysed
the govermment, which IS under
huge US pressure over its efforts to
negotiate with Taliban and al-Qaeda
militants. It is also facing public
angeroverrising food and fuel prices.




