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Tarique should
be sent abroad
*for treatment

Observes HC, rejects his
petition for quashing
bribery case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
observed that Tarique Rahman is
seriously ill and should be sent
abroad for treatment.

An HCbench made the observa-
tion after examining the medical
reports of Tarique, elder son of the
detained former premier Khaleda
Zia.

The HC also rejected the peti-
tion filed by detained BNP Senior
Joint Secretary General Tarique
Rahman for quashing the proceed-
ings against him in the case of Tk
21-crore bribery following the
murder of Humayun Kabir Sabbir,
adirector of Bashundhara Group.

The bench, comprised of Justice
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UPAZILA POLLS

| Peopl R

EC in dilemma over
making elections
non-partisan

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The Election Commission’'s (EC)
preparations for upazila polls in
October continue at full throttle
while its move to make the elec-
tions non-partisan remains mired
in uncertainty due to a recent High
Court (HC) ruling.

Its earlier bid to keep political
parties off the August 4 polls to four
city corporations and nine munici-
palities failed after the HC on July
31 scrapped the restrictions that
the electoral rules slapped on the
parties.

Now the commission is unde-
cided whether to ask the govern-
ment for a new provision in the
upazila parishad ordinance to
organise the polls with the political
parties having no roles to play,
sources said,

The HC in its July 31 ruling said
the Local Government (City
Corporation) Ordinance 2008 and
the Local Government (Municipal-
ity) Ordinance 2008 do not provide
for depoliticisation. So, it noted,
the rules in the electoral code of
conduct to dispense with the use of
political affiliation constitute a

violation of the mother ordinances.

Election Commissioner
Muhammed Sohul Hussain told
The Daily Star Wednesday that they
were waiting for the certified copy
ofthe HC's verdict.

“After going through the court
ruling, we will decide whether to
ask the government to incorporate
new provisions in the upazila
ordinance to restrict the political
parties’ involvement in the polls,”
he added.

However, legal experts said it
might not be possible to debar the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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People of Sylhet city have a place to unwind in the afternoon as the city corporation paved the bank of the Surma, which splits the city in two, under the

Keane Bridge for its citizens.
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Beijing showpiece
begins today

AFP, Beijing

.’
Saturday.
Defining images of many a
previous Games have often been
provided by astonishing feats from
the athletes themselves - be it Bob
Beamon's record-shattering long-
jump in Mexico in 1968 or Ben
Johnson's stunning but drugs-
assisted display in the 100m final
20 yearslater in Seoul.
Of course, organisers will hope

for more Beamon-like moments
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

JCD president,
BCL secy freed

DU CORRESPONDENT

After seven years
of intense prepa-
ration, invest-
ment and critical
assessment since
Beijing won the
right to stage the
Olympics, the
athletes are finally
set to take centre
stage here

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
President Azizul Bari Helal and
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
General Secretary Mahfuzul
Haider Chowdhury Roton were
released yesterday following a
.three-day-long demonstration by

the two student organisations.
Helal was released from Dhaka
Central Jail at about 10:25am while
Roton was freed from the prison
cell of Mymensingh Medical

College Hospital atabout 4:05pm.

Plainclothes policemen arrested
Helal from his residence in the
capital on August 24 last year while
army personnel detained Roton on
the Dhaka University (DU) campus
on January 16 last year
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

—

President cannot ignore
SJC recommendations

Declares HC on appointment of judges

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
declared void the provision of the
Supreme Judicial Commission
Ordinance 2008 that empowers the
president to disregard recommen-
dations of the Supreme Judicial
Commission (SJC) in appointing
judges to the higher judiciary.

A three-member special bench
of the HC comprising justices
Mohammad Abdur Rashid,
Nazmun Ara Sultana and Md
Ashfaqul Islam delivered the judg-
ment upon a writ petition filed by
Supreme Court (SC) lawyer advo-
cate Idrisur Rahman.

Justice Rashid said in the judg-
ment that he found the ordinance
unconstitutional, so he made
absolute the HC rule dated April 28
that asked the government to
explain why the SJC ordinance
should not be declared unconstitu-
tional.

The two other judges of the
bench found section 9(4) of the
ordinance inconsistent with the
very object of the ordinance, ren-
deringitmeaningless and futile.

The court also certified the writ
petitioner to file an appeal with the
SC against the HC judgment, say-
ing the case involves substantial
questions of law, for example, the

interpretations of the constitution,
which may be decided by the
Appellate Division. |

Advocate Idrisur Rahman told
The Daily Star yesterday afternoon
that he would file an appeal with
the SC.

“There is no specific law for the
appointment of judges in the
higher judiciary in Bangladesh,
even in the countries of the sub-
continent. I will file an appeal with
the SC seeking a guideline for
appointing judges in the higher
judiciary,” he said.

President lajuddin Ahmed
promulgated the Supreme Judicial

SEE PAGE 7 COL 6

DEMAND FOR LIFTING EMERGENCY ' JS polls to be

AL seeks int'l support to:

emergency

put pressure on govt

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

Sticking ‘to its position of not
taking part in the parliamentary
elections with the state of emer-
gency enforced, the Awami
League (AL) is trying to mount
pressure on the caretaker govern-
ment with the help of interna-
tional community to have the
emergency lifted.

The AL will hold the final round
of talks with the government soon
and make the party's position clear
about the December polls under
the state of emergency.

Even though the August 4 polls
to four city corporations and nine

municipalities were held in a free,

emergency in force, the AL policy

elections.

Sources said the AL would -
want the international bodies to

mount pressure on the govern-

ment so that the government lifts told journalists at the secretariat

the emergency ahead of the elec- . replying to a query whether the

. caretaker gove '
tions scheduled for December. goyernment intends to

. hold the national election under
series of meetings with different - emergency.

international bodies and diplo- : necessary, the Emergency Power

* Rules (EPR) might be relaxed.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1 |

The party has already held a

mats in this regard,

held under

- Adviser Igbal says
. . STAFF CORRESPONDENT
fair and peaceful manner with the -

: LGRD and Cooperatives Adviser
makers believe the situation would

not be the same during national :
- about 18 months, would be held

Anwarul Igbal yesterday said the
parliamentary elections, stalled for

under the state of emergency.
"The polls will surely be held
under the state of emergency,” he

He, however, hinted that if

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Koko indicted

for amassing
illegal wealth

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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A special court yesterday framed
charges against Arafat Rahman
Koko in a corruption case filed for
accumulating wealth illegally and
hiding information about his
property from the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC).

This is the first time charges
have been framed against Koko. He
was released on two months’
parole on July 17 to facilitate his
treatment abroad.

Judge M Sirajul Islam of Special
Court 7, set up at Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban complex, fixed August 13
for cross-examination of witnesses
to begin.

Koko's counsel Taherul Islam
Tawhid termed the charge-framing
illegal as he said it was done in the
absence of the defendant's

SEE PAGE 15 COL S
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JS constituency
re-demarcation

stayed by HC

EC asked to explain why

it is not illegal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
stayed for three months a gazette
notification of the Election
Commission (EC) finalising the re-
demarcation of parliamentary
constituencies.

The HC bench of Justice
Khademul Islam Chowdhury and
Justice Mashuque Hosain Ahmed
also issued a rule on the govern-

ment and the EC to show causes in
two weeks as to why the July 10
gazette should not be declared
unconstitutional and illegal.

The bench issued the rule fol-
lowing a writ petition by former
BNP state minister Abdul Mannan
on August 6 challenging the gazette
that brought changes to 84 of the
133 constituencies the commis-
sion had provisionally

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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' One conjoined

twin dies after
separation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Barsha, one of the conjoined twins
separated at Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU) on Wednesday, died at
the hospital about seven and a half
hours after the operation.

Doctors said the baby could not
stand the trauma of the seven-
hour-longsurgical operation.

Bonya, the other twin, is still

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Tac sets Sept 1
deadline for
seeking mercy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Individuals willing to confess to
corruption or other crimes will have
to apply for hearing to the Truth and
Accountability Commission (Tac)
by September 1, a government
handout said yesterday.

The Truth and Accountability
Commission (Tac) has started its
functioning from August 3.

Earlier on July 30, the president
appointed Justice Habibur
Rahman Khan, a retired High Court
judge, as the chairman of the Tac
forafive-month term.

The president also appointed
two members to the commission

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3 |

Pakistani coalition t0§

impeach Musharrat

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's ruling coalition said
yesterday that it would impeach
President Pervez Musharraf, pos-
ing the biggest threat to the key US
ally in the "war on terror” since he
seized powerina 1999 coup.

The landmark agreement came
after three days of marathon talks
between coalition leaders Asif Ali
Zardari, the widower of slain for-
mer prime minister Benazir
Bhutto, and Nawaz Sharif, another
eX-premier,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

zZ
- confident

- The Co-Chairperson of Pakistan
. Peoples Party Asif Ali Zardari and
. PML-N Chief Nawaz Sharif are sure
- that the number of anti-Musharraf
- members of the parliament will
. reach 350 withinone week.

Hamip MR
j,.-* From Pakistan -

ardari, Sharif

These two leaders have chalked

- out a "war strategy” to impeach
- President Pervez Musharraf after
: consulting the leadership of Awami
. National Party, Jamiat Ulema Islam
- and members from the tribal areas

The ruling alliance needs

SEE PAGE
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