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Lebanon refuses
to free officers

held in Hariri
murder case

AFP, Beirut

Lebanon vesterday turmed down a
request to free four army generals
held without charge since August
2005 in connection with the assas-
sination ofex-premier Ratiq Hann.

Prosecutor Saqr Saq refused to
free the four men, who have
pleaded their innocence and
repeatedly asked for their release
throught their lawyers, a judicial
official said.

But Saqr agreed to release two of
the nine suspects detained follow-
ing Hanr's murder in a massive
Beirut car bomb blast in February
2005, the official added. The pair
had been held for giving false intor-
mation.

The officers -- who are believed
to be close to Syria -- are former
presidential guard chiel General
Mustafa Hamdan, the former head
of the general security department
General Jamil Sayved, the former
head of the internal securnty forces
General Ali Ha)) and the former
chief of army intelligence General
Raymond Azar.

In April the government
defended as “perfectly legal™ the
holding of the officers after cnu-
cism by the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights,
which said their detention without
charge was “arbitrary” and "un-
just.”

Palace denies

Prince Phillips
has cancer

AFP, London

+ Buckingham Palace vyesterday

denied 4 Teport thit Qfeent
Elizabeth II's elderly husband Prince
Philip has been diagnosed with
prostate cancer.

In a statement, the palace said:
"“The Duke of Edinburgh has
authonsed us to confirm that the
claim made by the Evening Standard
that he has received a ‘diagnosis of
prostate cancer isuntrue.”

The London newspaper reported
earlier that the 87-year-old was
diagnosed with cancer while being
treated in a hospital in the capital for
achestinfectioninApnl

The palace said it believed the
front-page story was "a Serious
breach of Prince Philip’s pnivacy”.

"Buckingham Palace has always
maintained that members of the
Royal Family have a right to pnivacy,
particularly in relation to their per-
sonal health," itsaid.

"For this reason, we have always
refused to confirm or deny the per-
sistent rumours that circulate about
their health, particularly dunng the
guieternewsmonths.”

But it said it had taken the
unusual step of formally denying the
rumours “because the damaging
story isnow being reported widely”.

The Evening Standard quoted an
unnamed cancer specialist as saying:
“It's become an open secret within
the medical community that Philip
has prostate cancer.

Serbia calls
On war crimes
fugitives to
surrender

AFP, Belgrade

Serbia appealed yesterday for the
last two war crimes fugitives
wanted by a UN ftribunal, Ratko
Mladic and Goran Hadzc, to give
themselves up.

"I personally would like Mladic
to surrender as soon as possible,”
Defence Minister Dragan
Sutanovac was quoted as saying in
an interview published in the daily
Blic.

Surrender, the minister added,
would be "in the interests of Serbia
and its citizens, and Mladic'sto0.”

Mladic was "holding the whole
country hostage” by obstructing its
integration into the European
Union.

Mladic, accused of genocide
and crimes against humanity for
atrocities including the Srebrenica
massacre of 8,000 Muslims during
Bosnia's 1992-1995 war, has been
on the run from the ICTY for more
than adecade

Hadzic, 49, has been at large
since the ICTY unsealed his indict-
ment in 2004 for war crimes in
Croartia, where he was the leader of
rebel Serbs during its 1991-1995
_independence war.
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Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert (CL) places a hand on the shoulder of Palestinian neg otiator Ah m,ad Qorei (C_R). as
Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni (R) and Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas “'). look gn'durlng a meeting in
Jerusalem yesterday. Olmert met Abbas for a working lunch, a week after the Israeli premier's announcement he
would resign cast a cloud over peace negotiations.

AFP, Jerusalem

Israel vesterday freed five
Palestinian prisoners as part of a
UN-brokered prisoner exchange
with the Lebanese Hezbollah muli-
tia, the prisons administration said.
Prisons spokeswoman Yarona
Linhar said the five prisoners, all
minors, were released from
Hasharon prison, where they had
been jailed for hurling rocks or
firecbombs and were due to be
released by the end of next year.

A Palestinian security official
said the five prisoners, all under the
age of 17, had been released at a
military checkpoint near the
northern West Bank town of
Tulkarem

Meanwhile Israel also said it will
release Palestinian prisoners by the

end of Augustasa "gesture of good-
will" after a request from
Palestinian president Mahmoud
Abbas.

"Israel will be releasing
Palestinian prisoners towards the
end of August as a gesture of good-
will towards the Palestinians iIn
response to a request by
Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas,” government spokesman
Mark Regev said.

“We hope this gesture will help
the peace process,” the spokesman
for Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert told reporters after the two
leaders met as part of continuing
US-backed peace talks.

There are currently more than
11,000 Palestiniansjailed in Israel

[he release of an unspecihed
number of Palestinian prisoners

Israel to free arrested
Palestinians soon

was part of a deal concluded last
month that saw Israel trade five
Lebanese prisoners and the
remains of some 200 Lebanese and
Palestinian fighters lor the bodies
of two Israeli soldiers whose cap-
ture sparked the 2006 Lebanon war,

The deal was celebrated in
[ebanon as a major victory for
Hezbollah but was deeply
moummned in Israel, where the sol-
diers' families only learned their
fate when they saw television
footage of two black coffins arriv-
ing at the border. 3

Israeli troops meanwhile raided
the northern West Bank town of
Nablus, arresung 10 Palestimans
including Majeda al-Fadda, a city
council member, a Palestinian
security official told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

AP, Kashgar

A stolen truck used to run down
jogging policemen in western
China was parked overnight near
the police station, with the assail-
ants waiting to strike during the
officers’ morning routine, accord-
Ing to state-run media.

New details about Monday's
attack one of the most audacious
in this restive Muslim terntory
came with China on high alert for
other violence or unrest that might
embarrass the country ahead of
Friday's start to the Olympic
Games in Beijing.

The attackers, who killed 16
border police in the city of Kashgar,
confessed they had spent one
month watching the police, the
Xinhua News Agency quoted police
as saying.

On the day of the attack, one of
the assailants staked out the police
station and used a mobile phone to
inform his truck-dniving partner
when the 70 policemen had begun
their moming jog along a major
road, Xinhua reportedlate Tuesday.

The driver gotinto the truck that
had been parked all night near the
station and drove into the runners
from behind at top speed, Xinhua
said. The other attacker threw a
nomemade bomb at the police
station’'s gate before using a knife
to stab officers hit by the truck, the
reportsaid.

Attack on Chinese police
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was-carefully planned

The attackers were
Abdurahman Azat, a 33-year-old
vegetable peddler, and Kurbanjan
Hemit, a 28-year-old taxa driver,
both of Kashgar, Xinhua quoted the
city’'s Communist Party secretary,
ShiDagang, as saying.

Before the attack, the assailants
wrote a letter saying they had to
wage "holy war,” and that their
mission was more important than
their lives and mothers, Xinhua
quoted Shias saying.

[t was not immediately known if
the attackers belonged to radical
Islamic groups that the govern-
ment has blamed for a series of
sporadic shootings, riots and
bombings in the past several years.
Police said they found nine home-
made explosives similar to those
recovered last year in raids on a
training base of the East Turkistan
[slamic Movement, Xinhua
reported.

The group is reportedly based
along China’s borders with
Afghanistan and Pakistan and
linked to al-Qaida and is listed by
the State Department as a foreign
terrorist organization.

At Kashgar's railway station,
police demanded that an
Associated Press photographer
stop taking pictures because the
area had been declared a military
zone. A sign at the station said train
service was suspended Wednesday
because of wind storms.

g

France slams
genocide
claims by
Rwanda

AFP, paris

France yesterday accused Rwanda
of making "unacceptable accusa-
tions" by alleging that Paris played
an active role in the 1994 genocide,
but said it was still determined to
rekindle ties with Kigali.

A 500-page report released
Tuesday by Kigali alleged that
France was aware of preparations
for the genocide, and that French
forces in Rwanda contributed to
planning the massacres and
actively took partin the killing,

It names 13 senior politicians
and 20 military officials as respon-
sible and raises the prospect of
Rwandan legal action against
them.

"Ths report contains unaccept-
able accusations made against
French political and military offi-
cials,” French foreign ministry
spokesman Romain Nadal told
reporters.

German man

abducted
in Kabul

AFP, Berlin

AFP, Washington

Democratic White House hopeful
Barack Obama late Tuesday charged
that oil giants were betting their
record profits on John McCain and
accused his Republican foes of "ly-
Ing" abouthis own energy plan.
Senator Obama and fellow
Democrats painted McCain as a
puppet of "Big Oil," seeking to lever-
age public anger over high gasoline
prices and bind him to the economic
legacy of President GeorgeW. Bush.
"Under Senator McCain's plan,
the oil companies get billions more,
we don't pay any less at the pump,
and we stay in the same cycle of
dependence on oil that got us into
thiscrisis,” Obamasaid in Ohio.
“The oil companies have placed

their bet on Senator McCain, and if

he wins, they will continue to cash in
while our families and our economy
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Obama, McCain clash in
oil, nuclear power play

suffer and our future is put in jeop-
ardy.”

Obama chose to press home his
attack in the heart of Ohio, a mid-
western state hammered by the loss
of heavy industry jobs which is a
perennial bellwether in US presiden-
tial elections.

The Illinois senator argued that
though McCain was right to argue
America had grown addicted to
foreign oil over the past 30 years, he
was a part of the problem, as he
served in Congress for most of that
rme,

And Obama fought back after
being ridiculed by McCain for urging
drivers to properly inflate their tires,
which even the US government says
could reduce national oil consump-
tion by atleast three percentayear.

"Instead of running ads about
Paris Hilton and Britney Spears, they
should go talk to some energy

experts and actually make a differ-
ence,” the Democrat added, battling
back against a McCain offensive on
his celebrity status.

The Democratic National
Committee backed up Obama's
attack with anewweb video, showing
McCain as a puppet being manipu-
lated by oil industry lobbyists.

The McCain campaign, however,
pointed out that Obama voted for a
Senate energy bill in 2005, which
included huge handouts for oil firms,

McCain voted against the legisla-
tion, slamming its oil industry give-
aways and arguing it would not solve
the energy crisis.

Obama's aides accused McCain
of misrepresenting his position,
saying the Democrat was open (o
more nuclear plants, but only when
such issues as security of nuclear fuel
and disposal of waste were resolved.

Hiroshima hopes US will
abolish atomic weapons

AP, AFP, Hiroshima

A German-Afghan man has been
missing for over a week in Kabul
and is believed to have been kid-
napped, the foreign ministry in
Berlin said yesterday:.

"We assume he has fallen victim
to a criminal abduction,” ministry
spokesman Jens Ploetner told a
regular government news confer-
ence.,

He said a crisis team at the
ministry had been working closely
since July 29 with Afghan authori-
ties to secure the man s release.

Ploetner declined to provide
any furtherinformation.,

Kidnappings by criminal gangs
seeking ransom have soared in
Afghanistan as security has deteri-
orated since the 2001 ouster of the
Taliban government,

The mayor of Hiroshima yesterday
urged the next US president to work
to abolish atomic weapons as the
city marked the 63rd anniversary of
the world's first nuclear attack

Some 45,000 people, including
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda,
gathered at a memorial to the dead
within sight of the A-bomb dome, a
former exhibition hall burned to a
skeleton by the bomb’s incinerating
heat.

They stood up and offered silent
prayers at 8:15 am, the exact
moment in 1945 when a single US
bomb instantly killed more than
140,000 people and fatally injured
tens of thousands of others with
radiation or horrific burns.

[In the ceremony, Hiroshima
Mayor Tadatoshi Akiba also
announced the launch of a two-year

study to gauge the psychological toll
of the Aug. 6, 1945, attack in the
closing days ofWorld War 1.

Japan submitted a resolution in
the U.N. last year calling for the
abolition of nuclear weapons. Akiba
said that 170 nations supported the
resolution, while the U.S. was one of
only three countriesto opposeit.

Deliveringaspeech atthe memo-
rial, Akiba noted the United States
was one of only three countries
which oppose a UN resolution
submitted by Japan calling for the
abolition of nuclear arms

Akiba said the effects of the
atomic bombing on the minds of
survivors had been underestimated
for decades, adding that "the voices,
faces and forms that vanished in the
hell” had never left the hearts of
SUrvivors

An altar at the Peace Memorial
Park quickly filled up with a moun-

Kuwait chides Iran over

threat to shut Hormuz

AFP, Kuwait City

Kuwait's foreign minister said
yesterday that an Iranian threat to
close the Strait of Hormuz, the
crucial Gulf oil supply route,
amounted to a "punishment” of its
Arab neighbours

"By making such remarks, the
Iranian officials are hinting at
punishing the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries,” Sheikh
Mohammed Sabah al-Salem al-
Sabah was quoted as saying by
leading Kuwaiti newspaper Al-
Qabas.

Kuwait 1s one of the six mem-
bers of the GCC monarchies, which
also include oil powerhouse Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates.

Iran has warned it could close
the strategic Strait of Hormuz,
which separates Iran and Oman, if
It became the target of a military
attack over its controversial
nuclear programme.

The new head of Iran's elite
Revolutionary Guards, General
Mohammad Ali Jafari, renewed the
threat on Monday when he
announced that the Islamic repub-
lic had successfully tested an anti-
ship missile with a range of 300
Kilometres (180 miles).

Jalari said Iran could impose an
“indefinite blockade" of the Strait
of Hormuz -- a vital conduit
through which an estimated 40

Dmitry Medvedey,
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Russian author Valentin Rasputin kisses the forehead of Russian author and dissident Alexander Solzhenitsyn in

Moscow yesterday during his funeral ceremonies. Nobel Prize-winning Russian writer and dissident Alexander

Solzhenitsyn was laid to rest in a historic Moscow monastery after an ornate church service attended by President

percent of the world’'s crude oil
passes.

Sheikh Mohammed reiterated
the GCC position “supporting
[ran's right in using nuclear energy
for peaceful means and their rejec-
tion of any military action against
vy

"What we need now is stability
and wisdom, " he added.

Iran to scrap
death by
stoning

AFP, Tehran

Iran's judiciary has decided to
scrap the punishment of stoning
convicts to death in draft legisla-
tion submitted to parliament for
approval, the local press reported
yesterday.

Judiciary spokesman Ali Reza
Jamshidi was also quoted as saying
that stoning sentences against
several convicts had been sus-
pended, with four commuted to
either lashes of the whip or jail
terms.

‘In the latest version of the
[slamic penal codes bill, which has
undergone several modifications,
such punishments are not men
tioned,” Jamshidi said, the reform
1Ist Etemad newspaper reported,
referring to both stoning and ampu-
tation.

An Iraman rights group in July
voiced concern at the fate of eight
women and one man sentenced to
death by stoning for adultery and
urged the Islamic republic to halt
their executions.

[raq arrests
three female
would-be
bombers

AFP, Baquba

Iraqi forces have arrested three
women who were plotting suicide
bombing missions against soldiers
and police involved in a vast offen-
sive against Al-Qaeda, the interior
ministry said on Wednesday.

"Acting on information
received, our forces uncovered
three women in a house in Al
Saada who were preparing to carry
out suicide attacks against our
forces in the region,” spokesman
General Abdel Karim Khalaf told
AFP.

Al-Saada is just north ol
Baquba, the capital of the troubled
central province of Diyala where «
crackdown by American and Iraq.
forces on Al-Qaeda and Shiiwe
rebels have been underway since
late July. _

tain of flowers. A group of South
Koreans performed a traditional
dance to honour the dead, who
included anumber of Koreans.

A Chinese representative, a
diplomat, attended the annual
ceremony for the first time in amove
welcomed by the city, which each
year invites representatives of the
world's eight declared nuclear
powers to the event

Previously India, Pakistan and
Russia were the only nuclear powers
that had sent representatives to the
ceremony. The other declared
nuclear states Britain, France,
North Korea and the United States --
have never come

I'hree days after the Hiroshima
bombing, the United States
dropped a second nuclear bomb
on Nagasaki, which killed another
70,000 people in the southern port
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Refugees from a maverick Georgian region of South Ossettia leave its capital Tskhinvali to Russia in a photo dated -_
August 4, 2008. Georgia's breakaway region of South Ossetia said it was continuing to evacuate hundreds of chil-
dren to Russia after the deadliest clashes in the province in years. Six people were killed and at least 12 wounded late
onAugust 1in South Ossetia from snipers and mortars fire from Georgian positions.
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‘Career Opportunity

By a Company known for excellence in the field of Information and Communication Technology

Flora Systems Limited invites applications from the suitable candidate for the following positions for

immediate appointment:

1. Programer

Location of Post: Dhaka

ldeal candidates should conform to the following requiremnets

e Should have
JavaScript,

on Visual FoxPro will be preferred

* Knowledge on 3-tier Architecture using message
queue server will be an added advantage .
» Should have good verbal and written communication

English

Academic Qualification

M.Sc/B.Sc in Computer Science from any reputed
university and minimum CGPFA should not be less than
3 out of 4 Minimum 2(lwo) years experience in C#,
ASP.NET and FoxPro in any reputed software firm is
essential. Managing team experience will be an added

advantage.

2. CSE (Customer Support Executive)

Location of Post: Dhaka

Academic Qualification

Diploma in Computer Science/ B.Sc in Computer
Science. Candidates should have minimum 1(one)
year experience in related field. Candidates should
have sound knowledge on SQL/Oracle database
server. Banking software implementation experience

will be an added advantage

FLORA SYSTEMS

Flora Systems Limited, Zahed Plaza (8th Floor), 30, Gulshan Avenue (North). Guishan Circle-2, Dhaka-1212

sound Kknowledge

C#, MS SQL Server
database & Technical documentation

* Knowledge on Banking Software Development/ work «
experience in Banking environment and experience

3. Technical Document Writer
Location of Post: Dhaka

on HTML,
and Oracle

English

M.Sc/B.Sc

Candidates fulfilling the above requirements may
apply in confidence with an updated resume, two

passport size photographs addressed to :
General Manager, HR & Admin to the following
address on or before August 20, 2008. All candidates
are requested to clearly mention the position they are
applying for in their application.

copies color

Ideal candidates should conform to the following requiremnets

» Rich Vocabulary & understanding of contextual
meaning of words

o Excellent Computer skills & should be a quick leamer

Sound Computer Proficiency on MS Word, Power

Point, Visio, Adobe Acrobat, Paint Shop Pro elc

« Touch-typing capability and fast typing speeds

Conversant with industry-standard development tools.

Clear understanding of general architecture & nature

of desk-bases and web-based applications

e Excellent verbal and wntten communication skills in

Academic Qualification

in Computer Science
university with English medium background at S.S.C
level and H.S.C level

Expenence of working in offshore outsourced software
development project performing documentation activiies
will be given preference. At least 2 years expenence in
technical writing in a reputed software firm is essential

in any reputed

A




