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Musharrat to go to Beijing
despite ouster talks

AFP, THE DAILY TIMES, Islamabad

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf will travel to the Beijing
Olympics after all, officials said late
vesterday, hours after he cancelled
his scheduled departure amid fears
thathe could be impeached.

"The presidentis going to China,”
apresidential aide told AFE

A senior foreign ministry official
also confirmed that Musharrat had
changed his plans and said he would
flyoutonThursday

" Foreign ministry spokesman
Mohammad Sadiq had earlier said
that Musharraf “will not be able to
attend the opening ceremony of the
Olympics in Beijing,” adding that he
could notgive the reasons.

The News, an English language
daily, had reported that Sharil and
Zardan called the talks amid fears
that Musharraf himself might strike
the first blow by dissolving parlia-
ment.

The pair had agreed tormally to
ask Musharral to quit and then
impeach him through parliament if
he refused, said Dawn, another
leading newspaper.

Shantand Zardan mettorasecond
time on Wednesday, and Sharif's
Pakistan Asif Zardan conceded his
conditional agreement to Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
chief Nawaz Sharif dunnga“make-or-
break” meeting that was meant to
resolve contentious issues between
the two coaliton partners, including
the sacked judges' reinstatement and
theimpeachmentofthe president.

Sources privy to the meeting told
Daily Times thatthe agreement came
about after senior PML-N leader
Khawaja Asifassured Zardari that the
coalition partners had sufficient
strength to impeach President
Musharraf if the PPP took the initia-
tive. “Both parties agreed that the
issue of reinstating the sacked judges
could easily be resolved once they

succeeded in getting rid of President
Musharraf,” the sources added.

Khawaja Asif told Geo News that
all parties in the ruling alliance would
prepare a charge sheet against
Musharral and have an open debate
on it. He said the president would be
allowed to defend himself, adding
that evidence was being gathered for
the charge sheet,

Also on Tuesday, Information
Minister Sherry Rehman told a
private TV channel that the meeting
between Zardari and Nawaz was
“very positive and cordial”. She told
Geo News that the agenda of the
meetnng was (o evolve ajoint strategy
onnationalissues, APP reported.

Speaking to reporters atter arriv-
Ing in Karachi to meet the ANP presi-
dent, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif said the nation would soon
hear “good news” regarding the
reinstatement of the sacked judges.
He said that he hoped the ruling
coaliton would remainintact.

. : PHOTO: AFP
Picture shows Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz shows Pakistan People's Party co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari (L) and

former prime minister Nawaz Sharif ( R) sharing a light moment with coalition leader Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman (C),
head of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam during a meeting in Islamabad yesterday. President Pervez Musharraf has abruptly

cancelled a visit to the Beijing Olympics opening ceremony as Pakistan's ruling coalition held talks on his possible
impeachment.

Bush vows to end
Myanmar 'tyranny’

AFP, Bangkok

US President George W. Bush
vowed to "seek an end to tyranny”
in Myanmar and called on the
regime to free democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, according to a
copy of a speech he is expected to

released as Bush headed to
Bangkok from Seoul, on a regional
tour ahead of his visit to Beijing for
the opening of the Olympics on
Friday.

F'he US president was set to
meet in the Thai capital with exiled
political dissidents from Myanmar,

China must end
detentions: Bush

AP, Bangkok

The same day of his arrival in
Beijing for the Olympics, President
Bush is carrying amessage of "deep
concerns” about the state of
human rights in China and urging
the communist nation to allow

Bangkok, Thailand, convention
centre today to a crowd of foreign
diplomats, Thai government lead-
ers and business officials, before
flying to Chinalater today.

Bush arrived in Bangkok vester-
day evening, and then travelled
immediately to ameeting with Thai

Malaysia's Anwar to
be charged today

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysian opposition leader Anwar
Ibrahim said yesterday thathe would
be charged with sodomy today,
accusing the government of trying to
sabotage his bid to re-enter parlia-
mentinaby-election thismonth.,
Anwar, a former deputy premier

“Theywill charge me and they will
use this to humiliate and affect me in
the by-election,” he told a news
conference yesterday:

Anwar said there was no evidence
to support the allegations levelled by
23-year-old aide Mohamad Saiful
Bukhari Azlan, and said that Prime
Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi

@The Daily Star

Fresh firing on
Kashmir border

AFP, Srinagar

India yesterday reported fresh
firing from across the de facto
border dividing disputed Kashmir
between India and Pakistan.

The firing was reported in the
same area where India late last
month said the nuclear-armed
rivals traded gunfire for 14 hours.

“There has been fresh firing on
our positions,” army spokesman
Anil Kumar Mathur told AFP. The
“brief firing with small arms” took
place in Nowgam sector, north of
summer capital Srinagar.

"We're seeking to ascertain
whether it was a militant attack or
firing by Pakistani soldiers,” he
added.

In last month's incident, India

accused Pakistani soldiers of cross.
ing the ceasefire line known as the
Line of Control and killing an
Indian soldier allegations
Islamabad denied.

Tensions have heightened
between the South Asian neigh-
bours since a suicide bombing
outside the Indian embassy in
Kabul last month.

Pakistan has agreed to investi-
gate charges by India and
Afghanistan that Pakistani intelli-

gence was behind the ermbassy P

attack, which killed more than 60
people, .

Indian Foreign Secretary Shiv
Shankar Menon said last week the
peace process was “under stress,”
citing firing incidents and attacks
against Indian targets.

Strike paralyses
Indian Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

A strike paralysed Muslim areas of
revolt-hit Indian Kashmir yester-
day as Premier Manmohan Singh
was due to hold talks with political
parties in a bid to defuse tensions
in the region.

The strike shut shops, banks,
post offices and businesses in the
summer capital Srinagar, urban
hub of an Islamic separatist revolt
that has raged since 1989 and left at
least 43,000 dead.

(Hindu) fanatics® by transferring
land to a Hindu shrine.

The latest turmoil erupted in
June after the state government
reneged on a plan to transfer land
to the shrine following violent
protests in the Muslim-dominated
Kashmir valley that left six dead
and hundreds injured.

The government's about-face
ignited protests in the mainly Hindu
region of Jammu, where two pro-
testers have died since last week.

Two policemen, reported slain
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guards at a time in Matemal & Child Welfare Centers (MCWC)
located at the district, upazila & union level throughout
Bangladesh.
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