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700 irregular appointments at

RU on political consideration
UGC probe reveals

RU Correspondent

Rajshahi University authorities
recruited over 700 people includ-
ing teachers irregularly in last 10
years.

Most of the recruitments were
made on political consideration,
violating the University Act and
UGC rules, according to a probe
by the University Grants
Commission (UGC).

The UGC body led by its
member and founder chair-
man of RU Anthropology
department Prof Zihadul
Karim began the probe on
Sunday. Other members of the
team are UGC Deputy Director
Mizanur Rahman and officials
Abdul Jalil and Ferdous
Mannan.

UGC sources said, they found

that RU authorities illegally
appointed more then 700 teach-
ers, officials and employees,
violating university rules and
without maintaining UGC norms,.
Most of the recruitments were
done under political consider-
ation and even appointment rules
were not followed.

RU authorities appointed
more then 100 teachers who did
not deserve the posts as per their
academic background. Over 600
officials and employees were also
recruited on political consider-
ations.

The probe body continued
investigation yesterday. It would
leave the campus today.

The probe report will be sub-
mitted to the UGC and the educa-
tion ministry within seven days.

The sources said the university

authorities created posts to
recruit people without UGC
approval and deserving candi-
dates having better academic
records were left out to accommo-
date Inferior candidates under
political consideration. In cases,
more people were recruited
against vacant posts, the sources
said.

The probe body also found
that in 2004, the then Jamaat-
backed RU authorities appointed
544 third and fourth-class
employees against 255 vacant
posts in gross violation of univer-
sity rules.

The probe body also inter-
viewed RU vice-chancellor, Pro-
vice chancellor, treasurer, regis-
trar, and some teachers and offi-
cials who were involved in the
recruitments.

The team also took away
related files, papers and docu-
ments, sources said.

Talking to the Daily Star,
probe body convener Prof
Zihadul Karim, he said the
university faces budgetary
problem every year due to the
‘'mass recruitment’, which also
tells upon the quality of educa-
tion.

The political recruitments also
created an administrative crisis in
the university, he said.

When contacted, RU acting
vice-chancellor Prof Mamnunul
Keramat, said the university
authorities are cooperating with
the probe committee.

When asked about irregular
recruitments, he said the univer-
sity appointed the manpower
againstvacant posts.
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10 re-elected
SCC councillors
face cases

S’mrlr CORRE SPDNI)I‘NT Sylhet

Among the elected councilors in
Sylhet city Corporation, 10 are
accused Incriminal cases.

District Juba league secretary
Azadur Rahhman Azad of ward 20 is
accused in five cases including the
kitchen market case.

Detalled district Juba League chief
Jagodigh Chandra Das is accused in
three cases including anarms case.

Re-elected councilor Santanu
Dutta Santu (AL) in ward 13, Saleh
Cahmed Chowdhury (BNP) in ward
10, Sazzadur Rahman (AL) in ward
21, Haji Faruque Ahmed (BNP) in
ward 23 and councilor Md.
Shahjahan (AL) inward 24 are on bai.

Cases of gold smuggling, looting
etc are there against re-elected
councilor Farhad Chowdhury
Shamim (BNP) in ward 6. He was
caught after one eleven.
Incumbent commissioner
Mokhlisur Rahman Kamran (AL) of
ward 9 facesland grabbing case.

Cases are there also against
councilor Selim Ahmed Rony
(BNP) of ward 26, Commissioner
Ashique Ahmed (AL) of ward 25 is
on bail in a case for looting Tk 22
lakh from Pubali Bank.

Vitamin A dose
at birth reduces
infant death by
1o5pc

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

A dose of vitamin A to newbomn
babies within seven hours can
reduce infant mortality by 15 per-
cent in Bangladesh, says findings of
aresearch study.

John Hopkins University in USA
and Jivita Bangladesh, a research
component funded by USAID-
Bangladesh Health and Population
Programme under health and
family welfare ministry, conducted
the study among 16,000 newborns
in Gaibandha and Rangpur districts
from 2004 to 2007.

Under the study, 80 percent of
newbom babieswere given the Vitamin
A dosewithinseven hours ofbirth.

“These findings confirm those of
two other studies in Asia one in
Indonesia and the other in India --
making newborns vitamin A deliv-
ery.a promising new interventonto
reduce infant mortality across
South Asia, where the overall aver
age reduction may be closer to 20
percent,” Prof Keith P West of Johns
Hopkins, USA, said at the press
conference here yesterday.

Int'l congress on
animal
reproduction
begins at BAU

today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The 15th two-day international
congress on 'Biotechnology in
Animal Reproduction' will begin
today at Shilpacharya Zainul
Abedin auditorium of Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU).
BAU and International Congress
on Biotechnology in Animal
Reproduction (ICBAR), Japan, is
jointly organising the congress.
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| Mohalchhari upazila,

3000 MT more rice by hamessing
hill waters in Khagrachhari

14 small dams on streams built at Tk 30 lakh irrigate 800 hectares

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

Creek barrage, an innovation to har-
ness water from streams in hilly areas
for farming, has brought prospect for
betterproductionand povertyallevia-
tion in hill district Khagrachharn.

Some 10 thousand farmers are
getting benefit as district
Agriculture Extension Department
(AED) arranged construction of 14
creek barrages from 2003 to 2008.

A creek barrage, built between
two hills to stack upper hill stream,
is used for farming during the dry
season, cultivating fishes and
ducks all the year round and meet
the demand of water.

Lhe-barrages in six upazilas in
Khagrachhan have pgought under
cultivatton over 800 hectares ol
fallow land, where at least 3,000
tonnes of rice is now produced
annually, AED sources said.

Five of the creek barrages are in
Matiranga upazila, two in
one in

| Manikchhari upazila, two in
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Dighinala upazila, three in
Ramgarh upazila and one in
Laxmichhariupazila

It cost Tk 30 lakh for construc-
tion of the 14 creek barrages as Tk
1.7 lakh to Tk 2.5 lakh was spent for
abarrage, sources said.

The Daily Star correspondent
during his visit at remote Shantipur in
Dighinala upazila, Lemuchhan in
Mohalchhariupazila and Echachhara
in Matiranga upazila talked with
several farmersand collected data.

Mohammad Shahidullah 45, a
farmer from Echachhara under
Matiranga upazila, said at least 200
farmers were benefited as more
than 100 hectares of land came
under cultivation after construc-
tion of Echachhara creek barrage.

Through forming a farmer's

cooperative, they also cultivated fish
and reared ducks in the water bodies
created beside the creek barrage and
gained much profit, he said.

Jobal Chakma, a farmer from
Shantipur in Dighinala, said at
least 275 farmers were benefited by
farming on some 165 hectares of
fallow land following building of a
creek barragein the area.

They also cultivated fishesin the

water bodies created after building
the creek barrage, he said.

“We are happy with the success of
creek barrage projects. It is helping
farmers to gain solvency,” said AED
Deputy Director TM Monjurul Islam.

“Now farmers in other areas
want more creek barrages follow-
ing the success of creek barrage in
their neighboring areas, Md Nurul
Amin, assistant secretary of

PHOTO: STAR
Echachhara creek barrage in Matiranga upazila, one of many in Khagrachhari, harnessing hill water that benefits
200 farmers.

Chittagong Hill Tracts Ministry,
said after a recent visit to a creek
barrage in Dighinala upazila.

Against the demand of 2.6 lakh
tonne of rice, the district produces
only 1.7 lakh tonnes ofrice.

The creek barrage method was
introduced in Khagrachhari hill
district from Malaysia and
Thailand in 2003-2004, AED
sources said.

Unofficially elected councillors in 4 cities

Sylhet

30 councillors of Sylhet City
Corporation (SCC) were declared
unofficially elected, reports our
staff correspondent.

They are incumbent councillor
Azizul Haque Manik of Jamaat
(Ward No-1), Md Rajik Miah of
Jamaat (Ward No-2), incumbent
councillor Abdul Khalique of
Awami League-AL (Ward No-3),
incumbent councillor Rezaul
Hasan Lodi (Koyes Lodi) of BNP
(Ward No-4), Rezwan Ahmed
(Ward No-5), incumbent council-
lor Farhad Chowdhury Shamim of
BNP) (Ward No-6), incumbent
councillor Mohiuddin Lokman of
AL (Ward No-7), detained incum-
bent commissioner Jagodish
Chandra Das, also district Juba
League chief (Ward No-8), incum-
bent councillors Mokhlesur
Rahman Kamran of AL (Ward No-
9) and Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury of
BNP (Ward No-10), Abdur Raquib
Bablu of AL (Ward No-11), incum-
bent councillor Sikander Ali of AL
(Ward No-12), incumbent coun-

cilor Santanu Dutta Santu of AL
(Ward No-13, Abdur Rahman
Mihad (Ward No-14), incumbent
councillor Mujibur Rahman
Showkat of BNP (Ward No-15),
Kamal Ahmed of BNP (Ward No-
16), Faizul Anwar of AL (Ward No-
17, ABM Zillur Rahman Ujjal of AL
(Ward No-18), incumbent coun-
cilor Dinar Khan Hashu of BNP
(Ward No-19), incumbent Azadur
Rahman Azad, also district Juba
League secretary (Ward No-20),
Sajjadur Rahman of AL (Ward No-
21), Saleh Ahmed Selim of AL
(Ward No-22), incumbent council-
lor Hajee Faruque Ahmed of BNP
(Ward No-23), incumbent council-
lor Md Shahjahan of AL (Ward No-
24), incumbent councilor Ashique
Ahmed of AL (Ward No-25),
detained incumbent councillor
Selim Ahmed Rony of BNP (Ward
No-26) and Abdul Jalil Nazrul of
Jamaat (Ward No-27).

Barisal

Our Barisal Correspondent
reports: Unofficially declared ward
councillors of Barisal City
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Corporation (BCC) are given below.
They are Nasiruddin of BNP
(Ward No-1), AKM Murtaza Abedin
of JP (reelected in Ward No-2),
Jahangir Hossain Mirdha of BNP
(Ward No-3), Touhidul Islam of
BNP (Ward No-4), independent
candidate Mainul Huq (re-elected
in Ward No-5), Sheikh Sobhan of
BNP (Ward No-6), Abdul Khaleque
Kaiser Biswas of BNP (Ward No-7),
Selim Howlader of BNP (re-elected
in Ward No-8), Syed Jamal Hossain
Noman of BNP (re-elected in Ward
No-9), ATM Shahidullah of BNP
(re-elected in Ward No-10),
Shafiqul Alam Guljar of BNP (re-
elected in Ward No-11), KM
Shahidullah of BNP (re-elected in
Ward No-12), Mir Alfazuddin Jasim
of JP (re-elected in Ward No-13),
Shahidul Alam Nasir of AL (re-
elected in Ward No-14), Syed Jakir
Hosain Jelal of BNP ( re-elected in
Ward No-15), Rubina Akter of BNP
(Ward No-16), Aktaruzzaman Hiru
of BNP (Ward No-17), Mir AKM
Zahidul Kabir of BNP (re-elected in
Ward No-18), Gazi Nazmul Hossain
Litu of AL (Ward No-19), Abdur
Rahman Azim of BNP (re-elected in
Ward No-20), Altaf Mahmud of
BNP (re-elected in Ward No-21),
ANM Saiful Hasan Azim of BNP
(Ward No-22), independent candi-
date Noman Mallik (Ward No-23),
independent candidate Ayub Khan
(Ward No-24), Sultan Mahmud of
BNP (Ward No-25), independent
candidate Naznin Aktar (Ward No-
26), Giasuddin Babul Molla of BNP
(Ward No-27), M Humaun Kabir of
BNP (Ward No 28), M Farid Ahmed
of AL (Ward No-29) and Niaz
Mahmud Beg of Jamaat (Ward No-
30).
Names of elected ward councillors
Minu

Rahaman (independent), Alam Taj
Begum (independent), Kahinur
Begum (AL), Asia Tauhid Luna of
BNP (re-elected), Kamrunnahar
Rozi (AL), Mazida Borahan (inde-
pendent), Salma Akter Shala of AL
(reelected), Rashmi Begum (inde-
pendent), Selina Begum (inde-
pendent) and Rashida Parveen
(independent).

Khulna

Unofficially declared councillors
in Khulna are M Moniruzzaman
Khokon of AL in Ward No-1 (3,363
votes), Sheikh Yunus Ali Inu of AL
in Ward No-2 (1,548 votes), M
Maksud Hasan Piku of AL in Ward
No-3 (3,976 votes), M Ashraf
Hossain of Jamaat in Ward No-4
(2,861 votes), Sheikh
Kamruzzaman of BNP in Ward No
5 (3,879 votes), Sheikh Shawkat
Ali of BNP in Ward No-6 (4,224
votes), Sheikh Shahidul Islam of
BNP inWard No 7 (2,463 votes), M
Shah Alam of BNP in Ward No-8
(2,143 votes), independent candi-
date Kazi Sarwarul Azam Manu in
Ward No-9 (5,046 votes), Sheikh
Khairuzzaman Khoka of BNP in
Ward No-10 (5,193 votes), M Abul
Kashem of AL in Ward No-11 (
2,277 votes), M Moniruzzaman
Monir of BNP in Ward No-12
(3247 votes), Sheikh Mosaddek
Hossain Babul of BNP in Ward
No-13 (1,513 votes), independent
candidate Sheikh Mofizur
Rahman Polash in Ward No-14
(4,195 votes), M Aminul Islam
Munna of AL in Ward No-15
(3,851 votes), Anisur Rahman
Biswas of BNP in Ward No-16
(6,830 votes), Sheikh Hafizur
Rahman of BNP in Ward No-17
(5,374 votes), Khan Mansur Ali of
Jamaat in Ward No-18

(2,241votes), Ashfaqur Rahman
Kakan of BNP in Ward No-19
(2,402 votes), Sheikh Gausul
Azam of BNP in Ward No-20
(4,570 votes), independent candi-
date M Shamsuzzaman Swapan
in Ward No-21 (3,995 votes), M
Mahbub Kaiser of BNP in Ward
No-22 (3,611votes), Imam Hasan
Chowdhury Moyna of BNP in
Ward No-23 (3,669 votes), Shahid
Igbal Bithar of AL in Ward No-24
(5,309 votes), Ali Akbar Tipu of AL
in Ward No-25 (3,681 votes),
Golam Mawla Shanu of Jamaat in
Ward No-26 (4,850 votes), ZA
Mamud Don of AL in Ward No 27
(5,359 votes), Azmal Ahmed
Tapan of AL in Ward No-28 (5,413
votes), Giasuddin Bony of BNP in
Ward No-29 (3,090 votes),
Amanullah Aman of BNP in Ward
No-30 (5,045 votes), and inde-
pendent candidate Mohammad
Hossain Mukta in Ward No-31
(8,647 votes).

Rajshahi

The 30 unofficially declared
councillors of Rajshahi City
Corporation (RCC) are Mansur
Rahman, Nomanul Islam, Mera)
Uddin, Sazzad Hossain,
Kamruzzman, Abul Hasanat,
Abdul Jabbar Hajee, Abdul
Hamid, Moniruzzman Bablu,
Siraj Uddin Manik, Ruhul Islam,
Shariful Islam Babu, Robiul Alam
Milu, Muhammad Tutul, Abdus
Sobhan, Bilal Ahmed, Shahadat
Ali, Shahidul Islam, Nuzuzzman
Tito, Mustak Hossan Ratan,
Nizam-ul-Azim, Abdul Hamid
Sarker, Bazlul Haque, Mantu,
Zahangir Alam, Akbar Hossain,
Muklesur Rahman, Anwarul
Amin, Ansar Ali, Jaher Hossain,
Shahidul Islam Pintu.

INAL

@he Daily Star

PHOTO FOCUS BEANGLA

Following a good yield of jute this year, growers and traders busy at Piling Hat in Melandaha upazila in Jamalpur
district yesterday.
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