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in social development process

Speakers tell roundtable

DU CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday

said no country can be determined
as a successful one unless she
performs her duties towards the
persons with disability.

I'hey also said that the involve-
ment of persons with disabilities
should be ensured in every stage of
the social development process in
order to materialise the develop-
ment

l'he speakers were addressing a
roundtable on ‘Right to education
for students with disability:
Barriers and moving forward to
inclusion into mainstream' at the
conference hall of Nabab Nawab
Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban ol
Dhaka University (DU).

DU Prouibandhi
Odhikar Parishad and
Disability !H'wlnpnwm

Chhatra
Action on
(ADD)

jointlyorganised the session

“While seeking admission in
educational institutions, physical
limitations cannot be treated as
incompetence. Like the main-
stream students, the students with
disability also deserve equal edu-
cation facilities,” said DU Vice-
Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz while
addressing the roundtable as the
chief guest.

Rather, they might have hidden
potentiality, which can play a vital
role in social development, Prof
Faiz said, adding, “That is why, the
government, universities and to
some extent the corporate world
should come forward to provide
effective support to the persons
with disabilities.”

Professor Emeritus Serajul
Islam Chowdhury said persons
with disability are becoming a
marginalised community day l:n.'

day because of continuous repres-
sion from different sectors of the
soclety,

He stressed the need for involv-
ing the persons with disability in
the national development process
to have an overall impact,

Editor of the daily Amader
Shomoy Naimul Islam Khan urged
the students with disabilities to be
more united for solving the minor
problems.

He stressed the need for allot-
ting more space in the mediarather
than only publishing supplements.

At the roundtable, a number of
students with disability at DU
shared the problems they have
been facing academically and at
their dormitories and urged Prof
Faizto solves those.

Students demanded the author-
ities appoint officials at the univer-
sity dorms who would read news-

papers for the visually impaired
students,

They also demanded removing
the official harassment when a
visually impaired student goes fo1
selecting a junior student of his or
her department to assist him/hel
during the examination,

They also demanded specifi
quota for the students with disabil
ities in the university admission
test,

DU Pro-VC Prof AFM Yusul
Haider, President of DU
Protibandhi Chhatra Odhika)
Parishad Abul Kalam Azad
Deputy Editor of the daily
Prothom Alo Anisul Haque and
ASA University VC Prol
Muinuddin Khan also spoke ai
the roundtable moderated by
Country Director of ADD
Mosharraf Hossain,

MAYORAL PoLLS IN NINE MUNICIPALITIES

AL gets eight, BNP one

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League-nominated candi-
dates won eight mayoral posts, out of
nine, while BNP-nominated candi-
date secured one post in the munici-
pality elections yesterday.
Dupchachia Municipality

BNP leader Jahangir Alam was unof-
ficially elected mayor of Dupchachia
Municipalityin Bogra.

Returning officer and
Dupchachia Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Manirul Huda said Jahangir bagged
4,893 votes while his nearest rival
Alha) Nurul Haque, an independent
candidate, secured 2,684 votes,
according to areport sent by our stafi
correspondentin Bogra

Jahangir, who had been detained
in jail for several months on charges of
various crimes, including extoruon,
wasreleased on bail fewdaysago

A total of six candidates joined the
fray in Dupchachia Pourashava. Of
them, AL-backed candidate
Ahmedur Rahman Biplob got only

.1,091 votesto become the sixth.

ManikganjMunicipality

Our Correspondent in Manikganj
reports: Detained Awami League
leader Md Ramzan Ali was unofficially
elected the mayor of Manikganj
Municipality.

Ramzan bagged 16,208 votes while
his nearest nval Nasiruddin Ahmed
Jaduof BNP got8,947 votes.
GolapganjMunicipality
Our staff correspondent in Sylhet
adds: Awami League leader Zakana
Ahmed Paplu was elected mayor of
Golapgan) Municipalityin Sylhet.

Zakaria Ahmed Paplu bagged
5,403 votes while his nearest nval
Sirajul Islam Jabbar Chowdhury got
2,412 votes in Golapganj Pourashava
mayoral election.

Sitakunda Municipality

Our staff correspondent in
Chittagong reports: Awami League
leader Shafiul Alam alias Nayek Shafi
was elected the mayor of Sitakunda
Municipality.

Nayek Shah bagged 12170 votes to
beelected themayor.

His nearest rival BNP leader Abul
Kalam Azad, the incumbent chair-
man of the municipality, got 4213
votes.

Police foil DU
students' fund
raising for
Shassato

DU CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday foiled a campaign of
some Dhaka University (DU) stu-
dents to raise fund for the treatment
of a cancer-affected student of Mass
Communication Department of
Rajshahi University (RU).

A group of DU students, mainly
from the Mass Communication and
Journalism department, were col-
lecting money from pedestrians and
passengers of rickshaws from a road
onthecampusinthe afternoon.

A police team led by a sub-
inspector forced the studentstoleave
the spot immediately saying that
their acuvity was creating traffic jam
ontheroad.

Police also claimed that someone
informed the nearby police station
that some DU students had been
conducting extortion on the campus.

However, talking to The Daily Star,
students alleged that despite
repeated attempts to make the
policemen understand that they
were collecing money to save a
cancer-affected student, police
forced them toleave the spot.

Students later submitted a

Shariatpurmunicipality

UNB adds: Abdur Rab Munshi of
Awami League was declared unoffi-
cially elected in Shariatpur
Municipality.

Munshi polled 10,436 votes while his
nearest rival Sardar AKM Nasiruddin
of BNP bagged 8,288 votes.
Phulbaria Municipality

Our correspondent from
Mymensingh adds: Awami League
candidate Golam Kibria was elected
unofficially the mayor of Phulbana
Municipality.

He bagged 3692 votes while his
nearest nval Chand Mahmud Sarker
of BNP secured 3409 votes

Nine were elected councillors.
They are Shekander Ali, Md Abdul
Halim, Safar Ali Bulu, Jalal Uddin
Sarker, Md Abdul Laut Chowdhury,
Shahjahan Sikder, ABM Siddique,
Abul Fazal and Md Abdul Gafur.

[he three elected women repre-
sentauves for reserved seats are
Hasina

Akhtar, Lima Akhtar and Aysha
Siddiga.

According to Election office
sources, 15757 voters, out of 17266,
cast their votes, including 8648 male
and 8618 female voters. Over 91

percentof the total votes were cast.

Sreepur Municipality
UNB from Gazipur adds: Anisur
Rahman of Awami League was
declared elected unofficially mayor
of Sreepur Municipality with a wide
margin.

Anis polled 17,805 votes while his
nearest rival Nurul Islam of BNP got
with 7,670votes.

Nawhata Municipality

Staft Correspondent from Rajshahi
adds: Awami League-nominated
candidate Abdul Gaftur won the
mayoral election in Nawhata
Municipality bagging 16606 votes,
some 7811 vote higher than his
nearestrval.

His nearest nval BNP backed
iIncumbent municipal chairman
Mokbul Hossain got 8795 votes.
Returning Officer Humayun Kabir
said the voters turnout in all the 16
centres was 93 percent.

Chuadanga Municipality

UNB adds: Reazul Islam Joarder of
Awami League won the mayoral
elections in the Chuadanga
Municipality bagging 25,592 votes
while his nearest rival Khandker
Abdul Jabberof BNP got 18,495 votes.

They rushed to root

FROM PAGE 1
The deceased were i1dentified as

Shabana Siddiqui, 45, her daughter
Ayesha Siddiqui, 15, son Abu
Sayeed Shuvo, 11, mother
Meherunnessa, 65, Shabana's
brother-in-law Akmal Hossain, 52,
Akmal's sons Aman Hossain, 11,
and Rahn Ahmed, 6, Shabana's
nephew Anas Hossain, 7, and
house help Amisha, 18.

The fire broke out around
12:15am from a shoe factory on the
ground floor of the building.
Sources said during a power cut an
accident involving a lit candle and
glue used in the factory triggered
the devastatng fire.

Shanto, Shabana's lone surviving
son, was seen yesterday sitting alone
under a tree at nearby Bangladesh
Math, a playground, where all the
bodies of his family were taken for
theirnamaz-e-janaza.

He shed no tears apparently
shocked by losing everyone in his
family.

A few thousand people
thronged the ground to see the
bodies and take part in the namaz-
e-janaza. They were buried at the
Azimpur graveyard.

Shanto's relatives said his father
died 38 days ago and Shabana had

a fever which led the other victims.

to pay a visit to their home. Shanto
stayed in his room during the fire

with the door closed while the nine
tried to escapeto theroof.

Golam Rabbani, a tenant of
third floor of the building who was
also injured, said, "Hearing the hue
and cry for help, I opened the door
of my flat and saw flames raging
through the staircase with aston-
ishing speed. I was burnt but man-
aged to closethe door.”

Quoting an employee of the
shoe factory, Abdul Khaleq said, "A
lit candle fell on a can of glue ignit-
ing it and over hundred other glue
cans stored there. The shooting
flames wentup the staircase.”

The employees of the shoe
factory have reportedly fled and
the police are keeping the building
off limits to people.

Sayed Nurul Islam, assistant
commissioner (AC) of police of
Lalbagh-Kotwali Zone, told The
Daily Star, "The fire would nothave
had happened if the highly flam-
mable glue was not stored in a
residential building.”

Officials of the Fire Service and
Civil Defence said the building was in
a congested part of Old Dhaka and
they faced difficulty in reaching the
spot. They said the building was built
on a very small piece of land and was
surrounded by other buildings from
three sides. They could neither use
powerful hoses from those sides nor
launch rescue efforts.

UNB, Dhaka

% WEATHER /7

No change in temperature likely

ture over the country.

LOMOrrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind islikely at a few places overall the sixdivisions in the
next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy rainfalls are also likely at places during the
period, Met Office said, predicting nearly unchanged day tempera-

Highest temperature 34.0 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayat Ishwardi and lowest 23.0 degrees Celsius at Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:39pm today and rises at 5:30am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

memorandum to DU Vice- City/Town Temperaturein Humidityin
Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz urging Celsius percentage
him totake immediate steps to stop Max Min Morning Evening
police harassmenton the campus. Dhaka 31.8 27.0 77 75
Prof Faiz has assured them that Chittagong 32.3 25.9 72 83
he would talk to police high-ups Rajshahi '33.6 26.9 83 77
regardingthisissue, they added. Khulna 33.2 26.6 73 95
Shassato Sotta, a first year stu- Barisal 32.0 26.6 74 83
dent of Mass Communication of RU, Sylhet 29.2 23.0 98 8l
has been suffering from cancer Cox's Bazar 32.4 25.5 73 76

_Ankylosing Spondylosis.
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Fakhruddin

returns
home

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
returned home from Colombo last
night after attending the 15th Saarc
summit,

He led Bangladesh delegation to
the summit held in the Sri Lankan
capital August 2-3,

On the sidelines of the summit,
Fakhruddin held bilateral meetings
with heads of state and govern-
mentofthe member countries,

Advisers, the chiefs of three
services and high officials were
present at Zia Internatnonal Airport
toreceive him.

REGISTRATION OF PARTIES

LDP to file case
against EC for
separate rules

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
President Col (retd) Oli Ahmed
yesterday said his party would file
case against the Election
Commission (EC) for following
separate rules for the registration of
newly formed and old political
parties.

He said there should be no differ-
ence between the newlyformed and
old political parties for their regis-
tration with the EC.

The LDP president was address-
ing ameetingat the party headquar-
ters at Maghbazarin the city.

The meeting was organised to
mark the joining of the leaders of
different political partiesto LDP.

Col (retd) Oli called upon the
caretaker government to handover
power as early as possible through
holding afree and fairelection.

He said corruption would
increase if an unelected govern-
mentremainsinpowerforlong.

"Many are saying that a new
'Hawa Bhaban' has been created
and misuse of power is taking
place,” the LDP president said.

He also urged the government to
withdraw the state of emergency.

You (caretaker government) will
not be able to control price hike of
essentials. So handover power to the
elected government as early as
possible,” he said.

"Don't interfere with politics, let
politics go on its own direction,” he
added.

Presided over by LDP Vice-
president Abul Kashem, the meet-
ing was also addressed by party
Secretary General Jahanara
Begum, presidium member Syed
Deedar Bakth, and Joint Secretary
Shahadat Hossain Selim.

Six illegal
structures
demolished

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk) vesterday demolished six
illegal establishments at
Shahjadpur and Gulshan in the city.

“We have demolished six shops
following the judgment of the court
at Shahjadpur near Indian
Embassy. We have also demolished
the illegal portions of A&W restau-
rant at Gulshan-2,” said Rajuk
Magistrate Emdadud Dastagir,

He said the owner of the restau-
rantextended the restaurantillegally.

Aminul Islam, whose father
and uncle was the owner of the
demolished shops, alleged that
the Rajuk team only demolished
50 feet while Rajuk owns 130 feet
of the area and the owner of the
establishments beside their shop
Is masterminding this drive.

However, the Rajuk magistrate
denied the allegations.

“We did not demolish a small
structure on a land behind the
shops as it was constructed on
private land and their caretakers
were living there,” said Emdadud.
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Sri Lankan Home Minister Karu Jayasuriya, left, sees off Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed at Colombo International
Airportyesterday. The chief adviser was in Sri Lankato attend the 15th Saarc Summit.

ACC Act needs more changes
Says Hasan Mashhud

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)
Chairman Lt Gen (retd) Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury yesterday
wondered about the fate of the ongo-
Ing drive against high-profile graft
suspects if the High Court (HC)
cancels the ordinances regarding the
amendmentto ACCAct 2004,

He was replying to a question
what would be the fate of ongoing
ACC activities against grafts if the
ACC amendment ordinances are
cancelled bythe HCataroutine press
briefing at the ACC headquarters in
the city,

Thequestion was raised as the HC
on July 13 declared illegal and void
the Muslim Mamage and Divorce
(Registration) Amendment
Ordinance 2008 which had empow-
ered the deputy commissioners
(DCs) torecruitKazis.

The HC in its order also observed

that the president of the country
cannot promulgate ordinances on
issues other than those related to
polls during the caretaker govern-
mentrule.

"Ifany such order comes from the
higher court we cannot anticipate
now what would be the result of this
cancellation. The order would also
have affect on other government
institutions and in that case we have
to think about the matter from a
wider perspective,” said the ACC
chief.

The ACC has formulated a fresh
draft for bringing more amendment
to ACC Act as it deems necessary to
make ACC activities more perfect
and effective, he added.

"From our experiences during
last one and a half years we have
identified some more weaknesses in
the Actand we have already prepared
a draft for further amendment. The
draft will be placed before the gov-

emment as soon as possible,” said
Mashhud Chowdhury.

After the anti-graft drive was
launched, the ACC has so far made at
leastsixamendmentstoitsAct.

The amendments were made 1o
have the ACC self-governed, bring anti-
money launderning activities under the
schedule of ACC, make changes in its
recruitment rules, and empowering
ACC to arrest a suspect or seize neces-
sary documents.

“T'he ACC would definitely face
difficulties if the ordinances are
cancelled,” said an ACC official
seeking anonyrmity.

The ACC chief said the annual
report of the commission is almost
complete and it would be sent 1o the
governmentwithin thismonth.

[t will be published in both Bangla
and English languages with recom-
mendations at the end of each chap-
terofthereport, headded.

Tarlque sued for tax dodgm

FROM PAGE 1 £

the complainant's statemerit, ook
the charges into cognisance and
directed the jail authorntes to pro-
duce Tarique before the court on
August /.

The judge said he passed the
order as the charges brought against
Tarique under the Income Tax
Ordinance 1984 were found to be
rue.

In her complaint, Samia men-
tioned that Tarique concealed infor-
mation about his wealth worth Tk
10,747,125 from the NBR depart-
ment.

Tarique repeatedly gave false
information to the Income tax
department about his real income
and expenditure, the complainant
said.

In his income tax return, Tarique
did not show Tk 432,500 spent for
registering 10 kathas of land at the
Bashundhara residential project in
the name of his daughter Jaima
Rahman.

Tarique also concealed balance of
Tk 7,708,056 deposited in hisname at

I differenc banksfrom fiscal years 2003

Mohammad Azizu) Haque recorded 140

RARjadid. Jo*

his income tax return, Tarique
did not give information about his
2.1 acres of agricultural land at
Shailkanda in Bogra and Tk 20 lakh
deposited as FDR with the Dhaka
Bank Banani Branch in the name of
his daughter Jaima, the complainant
added.

Tanque, accused in 15 other cases
including graft and extortion, was
arrested from his mother's canton-
mentresidenceonMarch 7lastyear.
BRIBERY CASE AGAINST
TARIQUE, BABAR
The High Court (HC) yesterday
directed Anti-corruption
Commussion (ACC) counsel advo-
cate Anisul Huq to submit the medi-
cal reports of Tarique Rahman to it by
August 7 forexamining those.

An HC bench of Justice Sharif
Uddin Chaklader and Justice Md
Emdadul Haque Azad also asked the
prosecution not to run during the
period the proceedings of the case
filed for taking Tk 21 crore in bribe to
cover up the murder of Bashundhara
Group director Humayun Kabir

1."

.

Sabbir, %

. Théordeprcame dunng LhE hear
ing of the petition filed by Tarique for
qudahmg the case proceedings
againsthim.

Tarique's counsel barrister
Rafique-ul Huq told the court that his
clientis seriously ill and he should be
granted bail on medical grounds.

However, Anisul Huq told the
court that the jail authorities have
already taken steps to provide
Tarique withmedical treatment.

ACC Deputy Assistant Director
Abul Kashem filed the bnbery case
with Ramna Police Station on October
4 last year against six people including
former state minister for home
Lutiozzaman Babar.

The ACC pressed charges against
Tarique, Babar and six others in the
caseonMayb.

The case is pending with the
special court of Judge Shahed Noor
Uddin at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
Complex.

Tanique filed the petiton with the
HC on May 25 for quashing the case
proceedings against him and getting
bail.
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Country needs
competent
leadership:
Gen Moeen

UNB, Kishoreganj

Army Chief General Moeen U Mnm
yesterday underscored the need for
electing such leadership in future who
will work for national uplift and devel.
opmentofthe country’s haor areas

“In the last 37 years, country’s haor
areas remained neglected in respect of
all types of development. Now we will
have to put such leadership in power
who will work for developing the
areas,” hesaid.

The army chief, whose force EM

working in aid of the Interim regime,
made the suggestion vmik_-Addmua
civil gathering at Itna upazila audito-
I,

Earlier, the army chiefinaugurated 3
solar power panel set up at the upazily
health complexwith military finance

During the visit, General Moeen
handed over navy ambulance ‘Unisher
Doot’ to the upazla hospital authori-
Lies.

The ambulance will carry patients
from the upazila hospital to the districy
town and even to the capital

In his address Moeen U said, “Farm-
ers of the haor areas should go for
cultivation of a second crop with the
mainstream Boro paddy to attain self-
sufficiencyin food.”

He also called upon the fishermen
of the haor areas 1o produce fish with
netting method alongside the natural
method.

Deputy Commissioner Sultan
Ahmed, GOC of 19 Infantry Division
Maj Gen AKM Mujahid Uddin, Police
Superintendent M Mizanur Rahman
and Civil Surgeon Doctor MA Haque
were presentat the function.
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Reception

The two-day reception programme 1o GPA-
9 holders in SSC examination wil begin.
The daly Prothom Alo will accord the
recepbon. Venue: Nandan Park

Seminar

Bangladesh Academy of Scence and
Department of Genetic Engneenng and
Biotechnology of Dhaka University jontly
omganise a seminar on Bonformalics:

Prospects and opportundty for Bangladesh’
Venue: Centre of Excellence, DU. Time:
S00am.

35pgladesh | Enterprse Insiie; GBﬁJ

organises a roundtable on 'Bangladesh in
the 21st century: Outcome of the Harvard

conference and the way forward’. Venue:
BEI conference room. Time: 3:30pm.

Seminar

Department of Hislory of Dhaka University
and Bangladesh Archives and Records
Management Socety jonly organse a
seminar on archival development in
Bangladesh. Venue: RC Majumder
auditonum, DU. Time: 3:00pm.

Debate

The inaugural ceremony of shadow
parfiamentary debate competition on ant-
cormuption wil be held. Venue: East West
University auditonum. Time: 9:30am. Ant-
Corruption Commission and Transparency
Intemational Bangladesh jontly organise
the event.

Rotary Dhaka

The regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka will be heid. Venue: Sonargaon
Hotel. Time: 530pm.

Wildlife vanishes for wrong management

FROM PAGE 1

renowned wildlife expert, for days
through some of the country's prime
forests, itdawned on us that the forest
department is neither capable of
preserving the forest nor is it able to
conserve the wildlife.

Dr Khan, from his worldwide
experience, then suggested some
new mechanisms that might save the
both -- forestand wildlife.

He said the IUCN has an interna-
tional commission for protected
areas thorough which it has categor-
ised the world's natural reserves and
forests into four categories. Under the
first category falls the huge nature
reserves ranging from 100 square
kilometres to a couple of thousand
square kilometres, where public
access is very limited or zero. Here
public interaction is kept to a mini-
mum level. National parks are always
managed scientifically by a body
under awildlife conservation entity.

In the second category comes the
wildlife sanctuary where people’s
activities may be allowed within
buffer zones. The core zones are kept
for scientific studies and proper
management.

In the last category falls the game
reserves such as elephant reserve like
that in Teknaf where people can go
and see the animals on a regular basis
uptothe corezone.

And then comes the public parks
which are open to people all the time
and are managed by the wildlife
entity.

Under the 1973 Wildlife Act, some
reserve forest areas were declared as
national parks and sanctuaries but
since then no management structure
was put in place. No specific people
were put in charge of these individual
sanctuaries or parks. They were all
put under the umbrella of supervi-
sion by territorial divisional forest
nﬂ"ura{[)l Os).

“The territorial DFOs are too
much involved in managing the
forests and producing revenue for the
government. They have no time for

wildlife management,” pointed out
Dr Reza Khan. "The sanctuaries have
not been marked yet with markings
on trees or lanes as is the practice in
other countries.”

Pablakhali sanctuary is one of the
oldest wildlife sanctuaries. In 1981,
ten pairs of white winged wood ducks
were present in this and the neigh-
bouring forests. This duck vanety is
one of the rarestspecies deemed to be
also critically endangered worldwide.
A few dozen pairs are left in Assam,
Myanmar and Indonesia. The total
world population of the duck is less
than 1,000.

“Today, none of the ducks are
found in Pablakhali as they have
either been killed or their habitation
was destroyed with the felling of tall
trees above 30 feet.

The same fate was experienced by
the crab-eating macaque which once
roamed from Whykeong to Teknaf in
the coastal mangrove foreston the bank
of Naaf over. During 1980s the forest
department allowed the fisheries
department to take over this area for
shrimp cultivation. In exchange, the
forest department was supposed (o get
some areas for wildlife reserve or bird
sanctuary elsewhere from the ministry
offisheries and land administration.

"Immediately after taking posses-
sion of the land, the fisheries depart-
ment leased out the land to pnvate
entreprencurs who chopped off the
forest and forced the macaques to
leave angladesh for Myanmar,” Dr
Khan said. "For the forest depart-
ment's actions, the country lost the
monkey and the forest as well
Biologically the monkey variety was
important because it represented the
western most limit of the species that
ranged from Indonesia to

Bangladesh.”.

The Mudhupur forest is another
example of how wildlife disappears
under the nose of the forest depart-
ment. From 1970s up to 1980s several
hundred capped langurs and almost
an equal number of thesus macaques
and barking deer were present there.

Currently, these animals are seldom
found in the forest where deer have
totally disappeared.

"Among the larger birds we had
lesser adjutant stork, grey headed
fishing eagle, brown wood owl,
crested honey buzzard, crested
serpent eagle and several other
species of day ume and night ume
birds of prey that used to be seen
regularly in Madhupur,” Dr Khan
said.

Now they cannot be sighted
anymore in spite of the fact that a
portion of the forest was declared as
national park, proving management
failure.

The irony of Madhupur forest is
that one Bangla newspaper reported
that there are so many monkeys at the
forest that they are regularly being
run over by buses on the
Mymensingh road. Based on such
assumptions, the ministry of forest
and the Moll Enterprise of the USA
entered into an agreement to take
loads of monkeys from Bangladesh
for research in the US. Finally, under
pressure from the International
Primate Protection League (IPPL)
and local environmentalists who
raised the issue at international
forums and the local media, the
Bangladesh government scrapped
theagreement.

“So to change the situation, we
must create a separate wildlife
department equivalent to the forest
and environment departments,” Dr
Khan said. "When the environment
department was separated from the
forest ministry, it had far fewer man-
power or budget than the wldlife
circle that the present forest depart-
ment has. The forest department
should allocate fund for the wildlife
department taking into account the
sanctuaries and national parks and
game reserves ithas created. And also
the environmentally critical areas
declared by the environment depart-
mentwithout taking into cognition of
the existing wildlife act. The waldlife
department should have its own

recruitment policy and separate
cadre service.”

The wildlife department should
take possession of all the wild animal
parks, sanctuaries, safaris and zoos
and anything belonging to wildlife.
Also the department must take
charge of management of conserva-
tion of biological diversity (CBD),
CITES convention of international
trade in endangered species of wild
fauna and flora. They will have to
upgrade the old wildlife act, form a
wildlife advisory committee with
m‘ﬁresentatives from zoologists and

er professions concerned with

0
wildlife.

"People wanting to get inside the
sanctuaries {:ﬂrarks to have a look at
the wildlife will need to take permis-

sion from the wildlife department for
some fees,"” Dr Khan said. "The
department will serve as field
research station for all the universi-
ties and other research nrgamsanuns
This will generate earnings for the
departmentaswell

The forest department and wildlife
department will have to be modermn-
ised and its rangers need to be better
ﬁmpped with rms and training.

people living in the buffer zones
must be involved in the management
of the sancruaries as gui forest
departmentemployees, guards etc.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mustafizur Rahman Chowdhury, a
theatre artiste and former director
of Natyachakra, passed away at
Square Hospital in the city yester-
day at the age of 53, says a press
release.

He left behind his wife, two
sons, four brothers, onesisteranda
host of relatives and admirers to
mourn his death.

Natyachakra and Bangladesh
Group Theatre expressed their
deep shock athis death.
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