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First-ever private security
rinting press in Rupganj

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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Japan Bangladesh Group, a
joint venture initiative, has
set up a security printing
press at Tk 130 crore.

The press is Bangladesh's
first and largest security
printing and packaging fac-
tory under the private sector,
officials claimed. The press
will print bank chequebooks,
demand drafts, pay orders,
share certificates, academic
certificates, mark sheets etc.

Chairman of the group

Salim Prodhan disclosed this
at a press conference held at
the National Press Club yes-
terday. Masamichi
Taniguchi, vice chairman of
the group who is a Japanese
national also spoke at the
conference.

“Our total investments will
reach Tk 780 crore by 2010 to
make it a world class security
and packaging factory,” Salim
Prodhan said. “Foreign coun-
tries will be our main clients,”
he added.

He claimed that

Bangladesh spends crores of
takas every year to print the
security materials abroad.

“Drainage of our hard-
earned money will also be
stopped,” Prodhan who spent
more than two decades in
Japan said.

Although he failed to pro-
vide concrete data regarding
the potential of the market,
the group chairman said
Bangladesh has great possi-
bility in this field, which is
very labourintensive.

“We have carried out a

market survey before going
for the investment,” he
added.

Masamichi Taniguchi said
they have a plan to set up a
training centre on security
printing here. “Trained peo-
ple can easily get job in devel-
oped countries, including
Japan,” he said.

Replying to a query,
Prodhan said Bangladeshi
entrepreneurs have 51 per-
cent share and the Japanese
have 49 percent in the Japan
Bangladesh Group.
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DCCI Senior Vice President Salahuddin Abdullah (2nd right), SEQUA Bangladesh Advisor Azizur Rahman (right) seen at a meeting held at
DCCl auditorium in Dhaka recently.

DCCI held
meeting with
entrepreneurs,
consultants

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) and SEQUA,
Germany jointly organised a
meeting of entrepreneurs
with consultants of DCCI in
Dhaka recently, said a press
release.

Businessmen and entre-
preneurs of different sectors
of Bangladesh attended the
meeting to share experience
and information with the
aim to expand export ori-
ented businesses of the coun-
try.

A presentation on the
experience and information
gathered by a delegation that
visited Germany and
Belgium was made at the
meeting.

DCCI Senior Vice
President Salahuddin
Ahmed, SEQUA Bangladesh
Adviser Azizur Rahman took
part in the meeting and
emphasised on taking neces-
sary steps to enhance the
exportofthe country.
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Fresh WTO talks must wait until
after US election: Economists

AFP, Paris

Any new attempt to grasp the
grail of a world trade pact will
probably have to waituntil next
year, after elections in the
United States and India,
despite some calls for more
talks now, economists say.

The head of the WTO, Pascal
Lamy, who stressed after the
collapse of the talks in Geneva
last week that the gains made
in nine days must remain on
the table, revealed on Friday
that talks at technical level
were in fact continuing.

He also said he expected to
visit India in a week's time and
perhaps the United States later.

He was referring to two of
the countries at the centre of
the emotional breakdown of
talks which, participants
agreed, had almost joined
hands across a deep gulf over
special arrangements for pro-
tection against a flood of
Imports.

And a senior WTO official
told AFP: "It seems practically
impossible to conclude negoti-
ations before the end of the

year.

"The idea is to continue to
advance to be able to present a
package all tied up to the new
US administration and to India
after the (US presidential)
elections,” he said.

Meawnhile, Nobel prize-
winning economist Joseph
Stiglitz said: "The talks will not
be able to resume until after the
American elections.”

The talks last week struggled
late into many nights and
through many issues affecting
directly or indirectly the peo-
ples of the world, of all classes
in all sectors on all continents.

There was general agree-
ment, but from different
angles, that the world's poorest
stand to gain orlos the most.

The breakdown threw up
various views of the future,
from analysis that emerging
countries have gained new
stature to suggestions that the
talks should treat agriculture
separately from othersubjects.

Stiglitz said a quick resump-
tion of the talks was all the
more unlikely because it is
"difficult to negotiate an

Coffee culture grinds Starbucks'
Australian operation
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Starbucks hit a roadblock try-
ing to export its business
model to Australia, a robust
coffee culture where custom-
ers already knew the difference
between a macchiato and an
affogato, local traders say.

The US giant announced
last week that it would close 61
of its 84 Australian outlets by
Sunday, saying "challenges
unique to the Australian mar-
ket” were behind the decision,
which costalmost 700 jobs.

The statement from
Starbucks' head office in
Seattle did not say what made
Australia different, but did
point out: "There are no other
international markets that
need to be addressed in this
manner.”

Starbucks Asia Pacific presi-
dent John Culver was more
forthcoming about why the
company was on the retreat in
Australia, eight years after
opening its first store in
Sydney.

‘I think what we've seen is

that Australia has a very sophis-
ticated coffee culture," he said
Inanewspaperinterview.

A wave of post-war immi-
grants from Turkey, Greece and
particularly Italy means that
for decades Australians had
been enjoying the "coffee expe-
rience” Starbucks virtually
created from scratch in the
United States. g

Both Sydney and Melbourne
have Italian enclaves lined with
cafes where old men sip
espressos at outdoor tables
through the day and trendy
young couples gather in the
evening fora caffeine fix.

Starbucks' idea of making
itself a "third place" in custom-
ers' lives between home and
work was a novelty in the
United States, where in many
small towns cafe culture con-
sisted of filter coffee on a hot
plate.

But Melbourne cafe owner
Jeremy Jenkins said the situa-
tion was different in Australia,
where baristas have been ply-
ing their trade at steaming
espresso machines since the

1950s,

"People come in our cafe
because they know us and they
know they'll get good coffee,
we re part of the local commu-
nity,” Jenkins told AFP.

"Starbucks is a McDonald's
coffee experience. It's not
about the quality of the coffee,
it's about convenience and
location." RSl

Starbucks also closed 600
stores in the United States early
last month in a move widely
seen as a response to belt-
tightening among customers
less inclined to spend money
on luxuries like coffee in tough
economic times.

Commentators have sug-
gested similar problems hit
Starbucks in Australia, but the
queues outside the Met Cafe in
central Sydney on a recent
windy winter's day indicated
many customers were not yet
ready to sacrifice their coffee
hit.

Met Cafe owner Brendan
Smart said Starbucks had
expanded too quickly in
Australia.

"A few years ago there were-

n't that many of them and they |
seemed to be going OK, but |

then all of a sudden, they were
everywhere," he told AFP.

"Some city blocks had three |
Starbucksonthem --it'scrazy.” |

Smart said many customers
had told him they did not want
to buy their coffee from a cor-
porate giantand those who had
tried Starbucks were not
impressed by the product,
saying it did not compare with

the numerous local brews |

available.

"What we do isn't rocket |

science, I'm the first to admit
that, but you've got to have a
passion for coffee that involves
everything from grinding the
beans to operating the
machine," he said.

"You go into Starbucks and

it's full of teenagers behind the |
counter. I'd question whether |

they have that passion.”

Starbucks now plans to
streamline its operation to 23
stores in Australia's largest
cities Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane.
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Social Investment Bank Ltd (SIBL) recently shifted its Babu Bazar
branch to Naya Bazar. Abdul Awal Patwary, chairman of the board of
directors of the bank, inaugurates the functioning of the branch at
the new premises. Other senior officials were also present.

Exceptional ECB meeting
to leave interest rates
alone, analysts say

AFP, Frankfurt

The European Central Bank
holds an exceptional meeting
this month amid signs of
persistent market turmoil,
but analysts expect interest
rates to stay on hold even
though the eurozone might
be stumbling toward reces-
sion.

The ECB governing coun-
cil, which does not usually
meet in August, raised its
main lending rate to 4.25
percent last month to stem
inflation, which is now at a
record 4.1 percent, more than
double the bank's target of
justbelow 2.0 percent.

“the ECB is on hold," Citibank
analyst Juergen Michels said.

The bank would "probably
leave rates unchanged and
give a 'no bias' statement"
after the decision, he forecast.

"We expect the ECB to be
on hold for at least the next 12
months," added Bank of
America economist Holger
Schmieding.

Eurozone economic condi-
tions have deteriorated
sharply in recent months, and
manufacturing activity in the
15 member countries fell last
month at the fastest pace in
more than five years, accord-
Ing to a purchasing manag-
ers' index compiled by data
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accord when unemployment is
on the rise and the economy is
weakening."

India, one of the key players
at the talks, is also facing elec-
tions at the end of the year,
which leaves the government
little room for concessions.

The audacious attempt in
Geneva to break apart a seven-
year log jam in the so-called
Doha Round of trade opening
talks, hit deadlock between
India and the US over the so-
called special safeguard mech-
anism.

This enables countries to
impose a special tariff on cer-
tain agricultural goods in the
event of an import surge or
price fall.

Stiglitz was scathing of
Washington's insistence that
extra duties should be imposed
only if imports surged by 40
percent.

"Nobodyin agriculture has a
40-percentmargin,” he said. "A
40-percent decline in price
would have put most develop-
ing countries into bankruptcy.
The issue was one of very sur-
vival."

Stiglitz said there might be a
better chance of reaching
agreement following the US
presidential elections in
November.

"I hope that if Obama gets
elected, there will be a new
commitment to
multilateralism,” Stiglitz said.
"I’ hope that Obama will realise
how important multilateralism
is and will resume the talkson a
more reasonable basis.”

Some countries, however,
have not hidden their satisfac-
tion at seeing the Doha round
paralysed again. Italy is among
agroup of nine European coun-
tries, including France and
Ireland, who believe that
Europe had made too many
concessions.

French agriculture minister
Michel Barnier has suggested
opening talks with other insti-
tutions such as the UN Food
and Agriculture Organisation
and the International
Monetary Fund.

Stiglitz, however, said that it
would be difficult to shift the
negotiations to other organisa-
tions.

www.dhakacity.org

ot fas, fage-)

AR =1Z%q “Afdees a4 |

(GO (I

6% ezt fagre fasm-y |

121 A0 === e =3fem

o & WA "G ( Gﬁﬁﬂj I

fagfas-yMsfas/oe/300v-300s, TfER-2n/9/3000 22 |

srafere afters® fafeamn/a 0oy w2z R aree o7 &9 w2@

HE-F?_HE a1 e = E.*;h |

511 1S = o ee S ot fasrrerr S5t foma fasm
&g aratad fage fasm-) 93 #ea

%) g, foge faem-s, 275 Ft-33 |

3¢/ov /0o Bt TH TN AT |

Jb/ob/200bRY, ATV ¥ 00 Wh |

&/or /3002 AT 33,90 Wo=T]

SILEd AN

wavia fFaera
STS (0191)

oz faf-0co, Bf-or, fEf%-0or PN ¢ f@%-cxv
GTIfeoie TS G0, M3 I Irq™ #, I3[ ™ 73 ¢
T IA™ TR giers AR (b ¢ s TRfRT AT
e T fefars ¥ve1 e s Ffehe, @S S
TFIETFT I[E (oob-00d) |

S8 . ¢oo/-

)  WROMIR MY G WTNRTER TR, VRTY (1 (I Pieem AN ZATT (TR, 51E Bt FremEense S (-

WER/AS B w9 fArs 233 |

TAAFFS HAHATIA FINTS T TS IRCS 2R 9 w2 Ponar? e gerefy ads fre @

H2°M@ (YPTR 9T e afeere afefiore S«fes afers nfaes
WA S TASE ST SR Wi wara Frseeh 99l 130 o151 3

s aferre pfEna e zeur &R T\ T 70 Yo% TR (1, 519 Bt F|romm, 51 @ W
AITEICTA A T (1-weR/aE et/ M o Mre 2202 |
WA 4% ¢ PTHA JRfer afFSares Rivarm/cor SR I B
TEMT (T (TR T A T A0 IARE FIS] AT IEA |

fefAf/forwrafe/e v /oy-0n
fafe-weo9

L

Sealed local tende‘r‘g

1 Ministry/Division
2 Agency
3 Procuring entity name

- Procuring entity district
S Invitation for
| 6 Invitation ref No & date
7
8

Procurement method

Budget and source of funds
9 Tender publication date
10  Tender last selling date
1 Tender closing date and time

- Selling tender document

- Receiving tender document
-Opening tender document
14 Eligibility of tenderer
15 Brief description of goods

16 Price of tender document (Tk)

17 Name of official inviting tender

18 Designation of official inviting tender

19 Address of official inviting tender

20  Contact details of official inviting tender

12  Tender opening date and time
13 Name & address of the office(s)

2 Invitation for Tenders

are Invited by the Bangladesh Power Development Board from bonafide,
supplier/manufacturer for supply of vehicles.

Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources/Power Division.
Bangladesh Power Development Board.
Project Director, Khulna 150 MW Peaking Power Plant, BPDB,

Dhaka-1000.
Dhaka
Procurement of vehicles.

Memo No. TEC/Khulna 150 MW/2008/22 Date: 24/07/2008.

Open tendering method.
ADP & GOB
24/07/2008

27/08/2008

Date: 28/08/2008, Time: 12.00 BST.
28/08/2008, Time:12:30 BST.
Project Director, Khulna 150 MW Peaking Power Plant, BPDB, |

Dhaka-1000.
Do

Do
Do
National bonafide suppliers.

2 (two) Nos. double cabin pick-up (5 seated) 2000-2500 CC, 4-
doors, diesel (model 2007 or latest).

TK. 1000.00 (non-refundable).

Engr. Tushar Kanti Paul
Project Director

Khulna 150 MW Peaking Power Plant, BPDB, Dhaka-1000.

Phone: 9560984 E-mail: pdkhuina 150 @gmail.com

21.  Local tendering will be conducted in accordance with Single-Stage: One envelope bidding procedure. Each
bid proposal should be of one original and six (6) copies and should be submitted to the office of the

undersigned.

22. A complete set of tender document may be purchased by the interested bidders in submission of written
application upon payment of non-refundable fee of Taka 1,000.00 (one thousand) only in the shape of Bank
Draft/Pay-Order in favour of Project Director, Khulna 150 MW Peaking Power Plant Project, BPDB, Dhaka.

23.  The bidder shall fumish, as part of its bid, bid security in the amount of Taka 90,000.00 (ninety thousand) only
form of Bank Guarantee issued by a schedule bank of Bangladesh in favour of the Project Director, Khulna
150 MW Peaking Power Plant Project, BPDB, Dhaka. The bid shall be rejected due to non-submission of the

bid security.

24.  Tender document shall not be received by Fax/Telex elc.

25.  Tenders/quotation submitted late will neither be received nor will it be considered for acceptance.

26.  The tenderer shall have to submit supply record for the last five years mentioning the name of the supplied
vehicles with description along with the name of the supplied firm, address, Fax & Phone No.

27.  The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.

Biddyut/Jana-44 (3)/29-7-08
GD-3479

Project Director

Khulna 150 MW Peaking Power Plant Project
BPDB, Biddyut Bhaban (12" Floor), Dhaka-1000
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