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Shab-e-Barat | CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGES Saifur back
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onAug 16

UNB, Dhaka

The holy Shab-e-Barat will be
observed on the night of August 16
as the moon of the Arabic month of
Saban was sighted yesterday.

'he decision was taken at a
meeting of the National Moon
Sighting Committee held atIslamic
Foundation yesterday evening, °
said a Press release

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Maldives to
host next
Saarc Summit

UNB, Colombo

The Maldives will host the 16th
summit of the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc) in Male, diplo-
matic sources said,

The 15th Saarc summit was sched-
uled to be held in Male, the capital of
the Maldives, instead of Colombao. But
the Maldives government expressed
its inability to host the summit Owing
to domesticcompulsions

he sources said the Maldives
government agreed to host the next
summit of the regional forum.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government plan of action for
dealing with climate change will
focus on building the country’s
capacity to meet the challenges
from shifts in global weather pat-
terns over the next 20-25 years.

The 10-year action plan, which
will be placed at a global confer-
ence in London next month, will
also aim to have a climate resilient
development pathway based on
low carbon emission.

A draft of the plan was discussed
at a national workshop in the city
yesterday.

Food and Disaster Management
Adviser AMM Shawkat All inaugu-
rated the day-long event organised
by the environment ministry to
seek expert opinions on govern-
ment strategies on climate change.

He said a huge amount of
resources is needed to undertake
adaptive measures against the
damaging alterations feared to be

caused by climate change.

“The countries responsible for
most of the greenhouse gas emis-
sions should channel funds and
technologies for the vulnerable
and low-lying countries like
Bangladesh to help them guard
themselves against effects of cli-
mate change.” .

He also stressed the need for
preparing an action plan to cope
with the present as well future
problems that might anse from
environment challenges like global
warming.

Noted water and environment
expert Ainun Nishat presented a
draft of the action plan, He said the
government strategies will concen-
trate on measures to offset the
impacts of climate change through
adaptation and safeguard the well-
beingof the future generations.

Suggestions made by the speak-
ers at the workshop would be
included in the draft planned to be
finalised within the next 10 days, he

10-yr plan to focus on
capacity building

added.

M Asaduzzaman, research
director of BIDS, presented a paper
on “Introduction to climate change
and its probable impacts”.

Agriculture and Water
Resources Adviser CS Karim spoke
as the chief guest in the closing
session. He suggested raising the

_real needs of the country at the

upcoming global conference.

"We should not consider what
the developed nations want, rather
we'll have to speak of our needs at
the London conference,” he con-
tinued. "We must follow an action
plan thatwilladdress our needs.”

He observed that there is no
alternative to building capacity
and adapting to climate change. To
make a difference to the efforts
towards a sustainable environment
people mustchange their mindset

Raja Devasish Roy, Chief
Adviser's Special Assistant on
forest and environment, chaired

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Sylhet city wears a festive mood during the last day's campaigns by city corporation mayoral and councillor candi-

A story of

poverty,
success

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Shohag Hossain never studied
at night in preparation for his
SSC examination.

This was not out of choice
but due to the fact that his
poverty-stricken family could
not afford kerosene to light a
lamp at night.

But Shohag did not give in to
the factors trying to control and
limit his life. Today he stands

proud having secured GPA-5 In
k the current year's SSC exami-

I All the while the young boy
worked as a labourer alongside
his studies to help his family
financially.

Shohag is the youngest ol
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home,
hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former finance minister M Saifur
Rahman returned home in the
early hours today after a three
months'stayabroad.

A charge-sheeted accused in the
Gatco graft case, the senior BNP
leader arrived at Zia International
Airport by a Malaysian Airlines
flight at 12:10am, said airport
sources.

From the airport, he went
straight to the Apollo Hospital, He
was admitted there, hospital offi-
clals confirmed.

Saifur flew to Singapore for

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

India assures smooth
market access for
Bangladeshi goods

UNB, Colombo

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh yesterday said his govern-
mentwould take necessary steps to
ensure efficient management of
duty-free access for Bangladeshi
products to the Indian market.

He came up with the assurance
while meeting Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed at Hotel Taj
Samudra on the sidelines of the
Saarc Summit.

Manmohan said it is the obliga-
tion of his country to strike a bal-
ance in trade between the two
countries.

India has granted duty-free
access for 8 million Bangladesh
apparel products to its market, as
partofmeasures to bridge the trade
gap.

At the meeting, the two leaders
were unanimous in their opinion
that trade and administrative

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

workers return
from Kuwait

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Another 118 deported Bangladeshi
workers arrived in Dhaka yesterday
from Kuwait, raising their total
numberto464.

Immigration wing of Zia
International Airport told The
Daily Star last night that 85 of yes-
terday's deportees reached Dhaka
on a Kuwait Airways flight while the
others on a Gulf Air flight.

On Friday night, the Kuwaiti
authorities sent back 66 workers to
Bangladesh on an Emirates
Alrways flight.

Hundreds of Bangladeshi

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

e & "n-.'—hj, iy }?_-r_ -l" %

-
-""-

e R .

g ﬂ' " S 4
. p ' . F L -

'.' y . Bl

_.-. e ¢

QY TIF IRF-9F m‘f SMS 8 iBanking—vﬂi [YH I't&b up*
IE OIGE IERTF @ERERE do @R do,000 HIF! 4EE e 330
AR 43 SR TR OITHE 9FIECT JF |

Prepaid Top-up : Write SPB <Mobile Password> <Short Acc. No> BLP (TP <Bill Amt.> |

oy

nation, from the humanities Postpaid : Write SPB <Mobile Password> <Short Acc.No> BL BIL <Bill Amt.>
section, from Benapole

Secondary School ; QYIS GLS 03¢

‘ g ' I YA 872 AT B

Ry

., |sax00c215.20017788 BLP TP 20 b g N
J Eqim::smtmnuu;@ e [ L, 2 J _-

banglalink

TSGR WL TR | a——

FHAA =7 NS

EXCELLENCE

M
IN BANKING

S SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 TR RN v E ) & e =R 2

F dates yesterday ahead of the August 4 polls. G 5?‘!*;*@“‘“ k-‘ﬂ. bonkltd.com _ZE .

S t |

S: . ., .

S S d Eminent citizens

oddrc demarnas

A urge voters to 1

s o

‘strong anti-terror S one 1
- ; 1

4 candidates ;

H t . STAFF CORRESPONDENT 1

+dCl101 plan -

I A group of eminent citizens yester-

S : day urged voters to use their best

It AFP, Colombo the South Asian Association for | judgement while casting votes

g Regional Cooperation (Saarc)'s two- | tomorrow at 13 constituencies so

q South Asian leaders yesterday daysummit that honest and competent candi-
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demanded strong action to stop
terrorism spreading like "wildfire”
as a regional summit opened here
dominated by heightened tensions
between India and Pakistan.
Terrorism is the most “menacing"
challenge faced by the eight-country
region, Afghanistan President Hamid
Karzaiwarned the opening session of

Terrorism in the region has
"institutional support,” particu-
larly in Pakistan, Karzai told the
meeting, being held in the S
Lankan capital under unprece-
dented security with nearly-20,000
police and troops deployed to
guard delegates.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

India, Pakistan agree to
keep peace talks alive

dates without war crimes allega-
tions can be elected as their repre-
sentauves.

In a statement they said in a
democratic system the voters are
mainly responsible for deciding
how different components of the
state machinery will functuon as
they have the power to elect their

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Lankan troops
first time enter
rebel 'capital’

AFP, Colombo agreed last month's bombing of . -
Irﬂlia'sembassyin Kabul and other 52 more killed in

The prime ministers of nuclear- events had "cast a pall” on peace ﬁgh[ing

armed India and Pakistan ended efforts. :

closed-door talks in Colombo But “both prime ministers said AP, AFP, Colombo

yesterday with an agreement to
keep alive their peace process
despite escalating tensions, diplo-
mats said,

Indian foreign secretary
Shivshankar Menon said Premier
Manmohan Singh and his Pakistan
counterpart Yousuf Raza Gilani

we need to overcome these (prob-
lemns) and move forward,” Menon
told reporters, adding Gilani
agreed to probe charges Pakistani
intelligence was behind the
embassy suicide attack that killed
some 60 people.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

*GOOD NEWS! *—W!
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Sri Lankan government troops
have entered the district housing
the Tamil Tiger rebels’ de facto
capital for the first time in 11 years,
the military said Saturday as a
regional summit opened in the
capital. {
Fierce new fighting between
government forces and the rebels
across the country's embattled
northern region killed 38 rebels
and 14 soldiers, the military said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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