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The Baily Star

16 killed by law entorcers
in July: Odhikar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The extrajudicial killings in the
name of ‘crossfire,’ 'shootout,’
gunfight' and ‘encounter’ have
taken the worst turn in July by tar-
genung non-violent people and the
people who hold a certain political
belief, human rights monitoring
reportof July by Odhikar revealed.

Citing example of the recent
extra-judicial killing of Dr Mizanur
Rahman Tutul, the report said more
than one person were killed in two
days in the month of July and rec-
ommended formulation of inde-
pendent authority to investigate
into the involvement of members of
security forces in extra-judicial
Killings.

Odhikar report revealed that
Tutul, a person with strong political
views, was Killed despite an appeal
to take proper legal recourse against
him instead of killing him in
crossfire. But he was not spared and
Killedin so-called ‘shootout.’

Earlier, Tutul's mother on receipt
of the news of her son's arrest
appealed that Tutul be taken into
custody and put on tnal in accor-
dance with law. But within few
hours after the appeal was made, Dr
[utul was killed with the extra-

judicial killing taking a new turn and
putting in danger anyone holding a
certain political belief, the report
added.

The report mentioned that the
people killed in the month include
two Purbo Banglar Communist
Party (ML Red Flag) leaders, two
Purbo Banglar Communist Party
and Purbo Banglar Communist
Party (Jonojuddho) activists.

The report mentioned that
extrajudicial killings are taking ol
life without due process of law.
Odhikar reminded the law enforce-
ment agencies that the due process
of law be maintained in all circum-
stances.

The report estimated that a total
of 16 people were allegedly killed by
law enforcement agencies between
July 1 and 31, with seven people
killed in custody. Of them, Rab
members killed seven people and
policemen killed nine.

The reportrecommended imme-
diate and effective initiatives to stop
killing, injuring and abducting
Bangladeshi citizens by the Indian
Border Secunity Force (BSF), stop-
ping threats to journalists, ensuring
freedom of expression and special
attention to stop violence against
women.
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Styder]ts are engrossed in painting at an inter-school art competition titled
City, river and heritage' at Pogose School in the city yesterday. Urban Study
Group and Campaign for Heritage Conservation jointly organised the event.
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British Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Hazel Blears visits Nolkot Primary School, a
school near Badaghat in Sylhet run by Friends In Village Development Bangladesh, yesterday. British High
Commissioner in Bangladesh Stephen Evans and Sarah Sanyahumbi, acting representative of DFID Bangladesh,

accompanied the British minister during the visit.

Slow pace of FP threat

FROM PAGE 16
atwo-decade longincreasing trend
in use of injectable contraceptives
declined to 7 percent last year from
10 percentin 2004.

"There were shortages of supply
of different popular contraceptives
in the country even last year and
since the logistics supply is totally
import based, a huge number of
eligible couple were forced to
abstain from using contraceptives
for its unavailability,” said Dr
Morshed Chowdhury, a public
health expert.

The public sectoris the predom-
inant agent in the family planning
programme, providing contracep-
tive methods like oral pills and
condoms and consultation to one
in two users, butitsmostimportant
agents--the government field
workers--can reach only onein five
uSsers.

The contribution of the public
sector in providing modern family
planning methods continues to
decline, becoming 7 percentage
points lower last year than in 2004,
according to the survey:.

The use of field workers to sup-
ply contraceptives decreased to 20
percentlastyear from 23 percentin
2004 as some 8,152 posts including
family welfare assistants, family
welfare wisitors, doctors, deputy
directorand assistantdirector have
beenlying vacantcurrently.

l'his has decreased door-to-

door wisits by the field workers in .
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Besides, services for providing
the long-term methods like the
intra-uterine device (IUD) and
injection at the union health cen-
tres are notsatisfactory.

Recruitment in the family plan-
ning programme has remained
halted for the last 12 years because
of bureaucratic tangle. At the same

BRAC

UNIVERSITY

MS in Biotechnology

Eligibility: Applicants should have a B.Sc (Honours) degree in
Biotechnology/ Biochemistry/ Microbiology/ Botany/ Zoology/ Fisheries/
Agriculture/ any relevant subject or an MBBS degree with at least GPA of
2.5 at every level of education. Candidates with 3™ Division/Class are not
eligible to apply.

Facilities and Services

24 hrs free access to internet
Allthe classes are in the afternoon/evening
Occasionalfield trips to different biotech industries
Rich library with access to online journals

« Emphasis on research

» Scholarships given on the basis of merit

IVersi

Postgraduate Programs in

Disaster Management

* Postgraduate Certificate (15 Credits)
» Postgraduate Diploma (30 Credits)
* Masters (45 Credits including 9-credit Dissertation)

These programs allow contributing to this globally significant practice-

time, those who were recruited
during early 1970s are awaiting
retirement while many of these
aged workers do nothave the phys-
ical stamina and interest in door-
to-door visits.,

"Presently some 600 posts of
field workers are lying vacant
which has resulted in poor service
at the field level and the number of
vacant posts will increase by 200-
300 every year as most of the field
workers are awaiting retirement,”
said Ahmed Al Kabir, former chief
of party of Urban Family Health
Partnership.

The number of family welfare
visitors will also be halved within
five years, which will make the
programme a failure, experts fear,

Director General of the
Directorate General of Family
Planning Quamrun Nessa
Khanam, however, told The Daily
Star that around 5,000 field level
workers would be recruited soon
and that they would be able to
provide field level service within
four months.

But the fact is that these people
will work to Increase awareness
about the contraceptive methods
among the people while the issue
of unavailability of these methods
remains.

The government should ensure
adequate supply of the contracep-
tive methods, experts said, adding
that more service providers on the
clinical side: should also be
recruited and trained: .

But the 12 trainmg institutes for
family welfare visitors have
remained almost non-functional
forthe last 12 years.

The family planning
programmegotaboostin the 1980s
following increase in the demand
for long-term and permanent
contraceptive methods. The sup-
ply of these methods was ensured
in collaboration with the govern-
mentand non-government organi-
sations. The donor agencies also
took this sector as a priority sector.

But in the middle of the 1990s

the momentum of the programme
began to slow down as
programmes taken at that time
emphasised more on the short
term methods and gradually
shifted to otherissues like maternal
health and child health. The door-
to-door service stopped soon after
introduction of the Health and
Population Sector Programme in
1999 and the family planning
programme suffered a major set-
back.

The programme further stum-
bled when the health sector was
merged with it at the upazila level.
Because of this merger family
planning activities received less
importance thatcaused static TFR.

In 2003, however, family plan-
ning was separated from the health
sectorandsince thenithas showna
little improvement because of the
increase in use of modern contra-
ceptive methods.

Experts observe that the most
important thing is to regain the
momentum the programme had
generated in the 1980s. A sustain
able, long-term and effective
programme is needed for its suc-
cess, theysaid.

"As family planning involves
behavioural change we cannot
force people. We should rather
strengthen the motivation
programme and increase door-to-
door services,” said Dr Halida
Hanum Akhter, director general of
Famiy: Planning Association of,
Bangladesh. :

The government should plan
well ahead. Collaboration between
the government and the NGOs in
terms of both planning and imple-
mentation IS important for this
while the donor money for this
sector should be utilised effectively
and timely, experts said.

If the government is committed
to improve the family planning
situation in the country, it should
openly discuss the issue with the
stakeholders. The private-public
partnership should be strength-
ened, theyadded.,

Citycell CEO Michael Seymour speaks at the inaugural ceremony of the
World Breastfeeding Week at Japan-Bangladesh Friendship Medical
Services office in the city yesterday. Women and Children Affairs Adviser
Rasheda K Choudhury, extreme right, inaugurated the programme.

Moon sighting
committee
meets today

BSS, Dhaka

A meeting of the National Moon
Sighting Committee will be held at
Islamic Foundation conference
room at 7:30pm today to discuss
reports of moon sighting to fix the
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IRREGULARITIES AT RU

UGC probe body arrives today

RU CORRESPONDENT

A three-member probe commit-
tee of University Grants
Commission (UGC) will investi-
gate into the alleged irregularities
and corruption In manpower
recruitment at Rajshahi
University (RU) between 2005
and 2008.

Members of the probe com-

mittee led by UGC Deputy
Director Mizanur Rahman are
scheduled to reach RU campus
today.

Earlier, the body had quizzed a
number of university high offi-
clals and went through the files
about manpower recruitment.

Earlier on Thursday, UGC sent
a letter to the university registrar
and asked for explanation for the
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DEVELOPMENTS

deficitin the universitybudget.

Meanwhile, RU authorities
have formed a 10-member com-
mittee led by Additional Registrar
Dr Sheikh Shad Ahmed to assist
the UGC probe body.

A high official of RU told this
correspondent that the university
has about one thousand vacant
posts and need more officials and
employees

LAND WANTED

at DHAKA

Dhanmondi, Gulshan. Banani, Old DOHS. Cantonment R/A. New DOHS
Baridhara, Lalmatia. Wan. Uttara, Eskaton Garden & Other Prime Areas

For joint venture apartment development with

the most trusted developers in the country.

Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd

91 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka, Bangladesh
(Office Of Corporate & Management Services)
Tel: 8857230, 9882245, 8829437, 8851791, 8851795, 8861225, 8854553, 8859578
Mobile: 0171-3018413, 0171-1594855, 0171-3001908, 0171-3000204

0171-3063241, 0171-304]1864

Fax: 880 2 8828272 Email: assetplan(@agni.com; asset(@agni.com
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Eligibility

. O A four-year Bachelor or a three-year Honor
¢ ' ¢ B LT i - . . .
‘ Jegrce or a Master's degree in any discipline,
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Special Features

@ Classes taken by Ph.D.'s, senior faculties,

O At least Second Class in all exams or a

minimum CGPA of 2.5 on a 4-point scale.

O At least five years of continuous work

experience as executive.

O Candidates with a two-year Bachelor degree
will require eight years of executive experience
to be eligible for admission.

Focus Areas

O Human Resources Management

O Finance
O Marketing

O Entrepreneurship Development & Mamgement

and industry experts
® Subscription to online library :
(Proquest, Emerald, Jstor, Blackwell, EBSCO)
@ Degree from IUB is accepted globally for

higher studies and job placement

® Intermational Cumculum

0@ State-of-the-art IT facilities

@ Teaching Assistantship
@ 15% discount on twition for IUB Graduates
. ©15% discount on tuition (based on academic

achievement and financial need) available
for the deserving students at the end of
foundation module

 ©50% discount for siblings or spouses

@ Payment of fees in installments
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Last Date for Application: August 7th, 2008

Interview: August 8th, 2008

Registration:

Classes Commence: August 21st, 2008
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August 11th & 12th, 2008

@ Classes are held in the evening
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FORM SALE: ALL DAYS OF THE WEEK FROM 10:00 A.M. - 5.00 P.M.
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Dhaka Campus

House 81 Ka, Road 11, Suhrawardy Ave.
Baridhara, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 9862386 - 90, 9881917, 9881681, 9884498

Ext: 338 & 254
Fax: 880-2-8823959, 8850226
E-mail: info@luh.adu.bd

~ Please Contact Registrar's Office
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date of the holy Lilatul Barat and
beginning of the month of Saban of
1429 Hijri.

People sighting the moon of the
month of Saban anywhere in the
sky of Bangladesh have been
requested to contact the Islamic
Foundation by telephone and fax
on 9559493, 9556407, 9555951,
9559643,9558337 and 9555947,

Youth Brand
Fair ends today

METRO DESK

oriented field. The courses are intended to supplement profession-based

education, to further post-professional qualification and career
development.

Eligibility

* Minimum 3-year bachelor degree. Candidates with a bachelor degree
of lesser duration will also be accepted if they have completed a
regeyant diploma or certificate course.

E g::lmum 2nd division/class or equivalent throughout the academic

eer.

* Qualifying in admission test consisting of writte
interview (20%). 3 o

real
Land

Deal with real developers

™~
hﬂ u
b setting standards

SHANTA PROPERTIES

(80%) and

BRAC Un

Deadline for Applications: 28 August 2008
Admission Test: 29 August 2008

For admission form and further details contact the Admissions Office

i BRAC University, 66 Mohakhali, Dhaka 1212
Phones: 8853948-9, 9881265 ext. 4003, Fax: 8810383, email: info@bracu.ac.bd ”pﬁ:t:}l::lfgirrﬁ'?‘;:}ag:i:‘ iiv:pt;?fr:rl
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| 10:00am to 8:00pm,

Youth Brand Fair, a three-day fair
for the youths, will conclude at the
city’s Bashundhara Expo Centre in

Panthapath today, says a press
release.

| Shanta Properties Limited
Safura Tower, Level 3, 20 Kemal Ataturk Avenue
Banani, Dhaka 1213 Ph . 988 1194, 0173 0051586
E-mail - info@splbd. com Web : www.splbd.com
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