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electoral rules barring political
parties from contesting the local
governmentelections.

i In the judgment, the HC

observed that since the functions

and activities of the poliucal par-
ties are acknowledged in the con-
stitution, the electoral rules

i restricting the use of political

i parties’ affiliation in the city corpo-

ration and municipality polls are

illegal.

As per Article 152 of the consti-
rution, political parties can run
| activities within and outside the
| parliament. "In the Local

Government (City Corporation)
Ordinance 2008 and the Local
Government (Municipality)

* Ordinance 2008, there are no rules
of depoliticisation. The rules in the
Electoral Code of Conduct issued

‘by the Election Commission

restricting the use of political
affiliation is in violation of the
mother ordinances,” the court
said.

The government on May 14
issued gazette notifications pro-
mulgating the two ordinances for
holding the elections. The EC
issued the Code of Conduct in light
of the ordinances. On June 20, it
announced the poll schedule.

The HC said it could examine if
the EC can make such policy deci-
sions like holding elections to city
corporations and municipalities
without political parties.

“The Election Commission has
been created under Article 118 of
the constitution and its functions
and duties have been determined
in Article 119. But it has not been
given the jurisdiction to make
policy decisions including deter-
minaton of the political character-
istics of the elections,” the court
said.

f- It said there are no restrictions
in the electoral ordinances that the
candidates will have to give up
politics for participating in the
elections. The ordinances say they
will have to give up party posts after
taking oath as elected representa-
tives of the city corporations and

Local polls allowed

municipalities.

But these rules in the Electoral
Code of Conduct have superseded
the ordinances and making such
rules is beyond the jurisdiction of
the EC, the courtobserved.

Petitioner Jasim Uddin Sarker
told The Daily Star that he is happy
with the HC judgment declaring
the EC rules illegal but that he
would appeal in the SC against the
part of the judgment that rejected
his petition for stopping the local
government polls.

On July 6, Jasim Uddin filed the
writ petition as a public interest
litigation, challenging the legality
of the two ordinances promulgated
by the government and the rules in
the Electoral Code of Conduct.

He prayed to the HC to stay the
EC's August 4 poll schedule.

Following the petition, an HC
division bench comprised of
Justice Md Imman Ali and Justice
Md Emdadul Huq on July 15 issued
a rule upon the government and
the EC, asking them to explain
within eight days why the EC's
August 4 schedule for holding the
local government elections with-
out the final voter list should not be
declared illegal.

The chief adviser, law secretary,
cabinet secretary, the president's
secretary and the EC were made
therespondents.

Meanwhile, following a writ
petition another HC bench com-
prised of Justice Khademul Islam
Chowdhury and Justice Mashuque
Hosain Ahmed yesterday issued a
rule upon the government and the
EC, asking them to show cause
within three weeks why the sched-
ule for holding elections to four city
corporations on August 4 should
notbe declared illegal.

Kabir Ahmed, a voter in Barisal
City Corporation, filed the writ
petntion.

Advocate Tajul Islam, barrister
Fatema S Sobhan and advocate
AFM Saiful Karim assisted barris-
ter Masood Reza Sobhan in mov-
ing the petition while barrister
Mahbubuddin Khokon appeared
forKabirAhmed.

Truth Commission
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Gen (retd) Manzur Rashid Khan.

The government has already
posted 26 officials and employees
to the commission to work on
fepu[ation.

Lhe Tac will operate for five
months under the Voluntary
Disclosure of Information
Ordinance 2008, promulgated on
June 5 and later amended on July
20.

The commission is likely to
make public notifications on
Monday in the media including
newspapers, announcing in detail
the eligibility of an individual for
pleading for mercy through the Tac
as well as the objectives and juris-
dicunonsofthe Tac.

After the notification, people
involved in corruption in the past
will be able to admit their crime
and plead for mercy by applying to

‘ the commission in a prescribed
form, disclosing detailed relevant
information including his/ her
moveable and immovable proper-
tes.

According to the ordinance, the
government, in consultation with
the Tac, will formulate rules for the
commussion. Untl necessary rules
are formulated, the Tac will run at
the discretion of its chairman
following the commission's
approval.

In an interview with The Daily
Star yesterday, Tac chief Justice
Khan said, "Although I wanted to
start working today, I could not do
so as I just got the appointment
letter today.”

The activities of the Tac will be
conducted from its Hare Road
offices set up in three government-
owned houses named Totinee,
Tonmoy and Uttarayan, he added.

Seeking all-out cooperation
from all, the Tac chief said, "It's
absolutely a new experience for
me. As you know, the concept is
completely newin Bangladesh.”

The commission will hold its
first ever meeting with its officials
and employees on Sunday and
discussits work plan.

Tac Chairman Justice Khan will

" be entitled o the same salary,
allowances and other benefits
enjoyed by a judge of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court, said
a notification of the law ministry
yesterday.

The two Tac members, Asif Ali
and Manzur Rashid Khan, will
receive the same salary, allowances
and other benefits enjoyed by a
judge of the High Courtdivision.

Earlier this year on May 25, the
council of advisers approved the
Voluntary Disclosure of
Information Ordinance 2008,
paving the way for forming the

* three-member commission.

{ To reduce workload of the com-
mission and to cover the entire
country, six sub-commissions
might be created. Although the
commuission will last for only five
months, it will continue its func-
rions until d of the proceed-
ings initiated during its term.

The caretaker government thar
launched a massive crackdown on
corruptionists after taking over in
January last year planned the

formation of the Tac with an aim to
curb corruption and ease backlog
of graft cases through quick adjudi-
cation.

ACCBRIEFING

Commenting on the method of

transfernng ACC cases to;the Tac,

ACC Director General (admin) Col
Hanif Igbal during the routine
press briefing at the ACC head-
quarters said, "We will consider it if
any accused in ACC case applies to
the ACC for going before the Tac.
However, the accused must be
eligible to apply under the condi-
tionssetbytheTac.”

For consideration, the accused
has to apply to the ACC and the
ACC will have the discretion on
whether the case can be trans-
ferred to the Tac, he said adding,
"We do not have any provision in
our act to consider such an issue
under such condition, but we will
be obliged to do so in agreement
with the spint of the Tac law. And it
would notviolateanylawas the Tac
law is also formulated by the gov-
ernment.”

According to the Tac, the ACC
can forward its cases to the com-
mission for consideration if those
cases fulfil the criteria set by the
Tac.

Regarding suspected
corruptionists running in elec-
tions, the ACC said if Election
Commission (EC) wants, the ACC
would conduct investigations
against graft suspects contesting
ity corporation and municipality
polls.

Bhuiyan
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Narshingdijoined him atthe time.

Bhuiyan, whom BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia expelled
from t_heeaﬂparty hours before her
arrest in early September last year,
also spoke for holding the general
election first.

He urged the authorities to reach
aconsensus on the contentious issue
through discussion with political
-

uiyan said, "Emergency rules
should be lifted step by step before

~ holding the general election to avoid

untoward situation and to ensure the
stability of the coming elected gov-
emment”,

On reforms, he said, "I'm in
favour of reforms. My leader Khaleda
Zia also wants to do reforms. ..she’ll
grjiln_g in reforms after coming out of
jail.

He called for sending detained
Taﬁqlxe_Rahqmn and other "seri-
ously ill" political leaders abroad for
treatment.

Earlier, Bhuiyan reached Zia's
graveyard amid tight security at
gut 250pm where hundreds of

porters welcomed him with
slogans.

One UP chairman, Abul Harris
Rikabder, told reporters that Bhuiyan
supporters came to the city for the

programme on their own will on at
least 70 buses in order 10 express
mmmppqnlorhirn‘

Earlier in the day, a number of
former BNP met him at
his residence. He at the time asked
themnottovisitZia's graveyardin his
company, saying he wants 1o go there

MiG-29 case
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During the hearing, defence coun-

sels said the case was filed with ill
motive and that their clients were not
involved in the all losses caused

to the state for purchase of the fighter
planes. So, they should be relieved of

any charges againstthem.

yIJ‘n::El:ng lﬁ‘lr framing charges
against the accused in the case,
prosecution lawyers said they have
adequate evidence to prove the
allegations against the accused.

After hearing arguments of both
the sides, the court, located on the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban premises,
set August 12 forits order.

The other accused in the case
include former army chief Gen
(retd) Mustafizur Rahman, former
air force chief Jamaluddin Ahmed,
former defence secretary Syed
Yusuf Hossain, Air Commodore
(retd) Mirza Akhter Maruf, former
joint secretary Mohammad
Hossain Serniabat and Unique
Group Mapaging Director NurAlL.

The now defunct Bureau of
Anti-Corruption (Bac) filed the
case against Hasina and four others
with Tejgaon Police Station on
December 11, 2001, accusing them
of causing a loss of Tk 700 crore to
the state exchequer by purchasing
eight MiG-29 fighters while Hasina
was prime minister.

Brig Gen (retd) Iftekhar-Ul-
Bashar and former deputy secre-
tary Hasan Mahmood Delwar were
later dropped from the list of
accused and Mustafizur Rahman,
Akhter Maruf, Serniabat and Nur
Aliwereincludedin it.

Shamsul Islam
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him more pleasure if all political
prisoners, including his party
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and her
elder son Tarique Rahman, were
alsoreleased.

He said the Gatco corruption
case was a bid to harass them polit-
icallyand tarnish theirimage.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission filed the graft case
against 13 people, including
Khaleda, her younger son Arafat
Rahman Koko and Shamsul, on
September 2 last year on charges of
corruption in awarding container-
handling work to Global Agro Trade
(Private) Company Ltd (Gatco).

The commission on May 13
pressed charges against 25 people.

Koko was earlier set free on
parole for overseas treatment. Two
more accused, Jamaat-e-Islami
Ameer Motiur Rahman Nizamiand
BNP leader MK Anwar, are also now
outon bail.

UK minister
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In an earlier statement prior to her
arrival, Blears said, “What's at stake -,
- the future .development of
Bangladesh and its people -- istoo
important to risk a return to the
politics of violence and confronta-
taon.”

Blears will meet senior govern-
ment officials and memberscof the
civil society and British-Bangladesh
community during her stay.

She will also visit a number of
UK-funded projects on women's
empowerment and access to edu-
cation, British High Commission
press release said.

Tata
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In April 2005, it formally submit-
ted a $2.5 billion investment
proposal and later revised it to
around $3 billion.

Both sides during negotiations
provisionally agreed on a 15-year
guarantee of 1.25 trillion cubic
feet gas and around 3 million
tonnes of coal supply to Tata
annually and upgrading of gas
pipeline from the current 24-inch
diameter to 30-inch diameter.

During the year-long series of
negotiations Bangladesh agreed
to allow Tata a 10-year tax holiday
facility and guarantee uninter-
rupted gas supply. Bangladesh
also agreed on awarding Tata a
coal mine for exploring around 3
million tonnes of coal a year.

The then BNP-led four-party
alliance government was unwill-
ing to make a final decision
before the general elections while
the present caretaker govern-
ment has said it has other priori-
ties.

In the meantime, Tata has
launched major investment
projects in other parts of the
world.

The Tata Group communi-
cated its decision through a letter
to the Board of Investment (Bol)
Executive Chairman Kamaluddin
Ahmed.

In the letter, it said the group
has been pleased with the sup-
port and courtesies extended by
the government, particularly the
Bol, during the discussions. "The
group has other interests in
Bangladesh, which it will con-
tinue todevelop,” itadded.
~ Tata’s move to abandon the
investment plan has, meanwhile,
created concerns among econo-
mists who observed that it would
Fliscourage entry of large foreign
investmentin the country.

Centre for Policy Dialogue
Executive Director Mustafizur
Rahman said it is really discour-
aging for the country. "The Tata's
abandoning its investment plan
reinforces the country's need for
a strategic energy and gas posi-
tion," he said. ) S
| The Bol executive chairman,

however, said he does not see
Tata's quitting as discouraging.
“If one investor leaves the coun-
try, many more will come to

alongwith his constituents.

investin future,” he said.
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Vanishing forests
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are half denuded; the rest waiting

for the killers.

. Then we saw the arum planta-
tion on a strip of a hill. A forest
department staff was supervising
the long patch of plants that we eat
as vegetables. Where tall trees were
supposed to exist in the reserved
forest, one-foot tall deep green
arum plants sway in the breeze.
And we found similar plantations
elsewhere in the CHT in the next
few days as Dr Reza Khan, member
of the World Commission on
Protected Areas (WCPA), took us
around to show the devastation in
the hills. We were appalled. But not
the forest department that is sup-
posed to protect the trees.

“This is the best land for arum,”
boasted a forest official in
Rangamati when we asked him the
reason for such ignorance of his
office. “It brings in huge revenue.
We should encourage such prac-
tices along with banana and pine-
apple cultvation.”

But where are the trees? Where
are the forests? And where are the
animals and birds and butterflies
thatare supposed to live there?

“Nothing is left. Absolutely
nothing,” he said. "All cut down by
the Bangalees and the hills people.
When you have no forests you have
no animals.”

He avoided talking about the
lead role that the forest department
took in the systematic devastation
of the forests, about the mindless
illegal logging with support of the
corrupt forest staff, and the unac-
ceptable forest management prac-
tices being done there that led to
quick depletion of the forest.

Butwe find them out anyway. As
we travelled the two districts--from
Khagrachhari town to Massalong
to Baghaihat to Baghaichhari to
Pablakhali to Mainimukh to
Rangamati town--we witnessed
how the forest and its wildlife got
the least priority in the thinking
and actions of the forest depart-
mentand the governmentas well,

We found the indigenous peo-
ple practising the Jhum cultivation
onan unsustainable level, cleaning
the entire hills. We found the hill
people freely squatting on forest
land, clearing off prime forests.
And the Bangalees have done no
lesser damage. Brought here in the
1980s to counter the insurgency
threat of the Shanti Bahini, they
have freely chopped off trees and
turned prime forests into barren
land. We found Jhunayet Ali from
Rangpur in Pablakhali forest of

here. The same fate is awaiting the
hornbills. Even in the 1960s, you
could find Bengal Tiger here, the
same kind that you find in the
Sundarbans today. It disappeared.
So are hundred other species of
birds and animals. They are gone
forever.”

“First the Bangalees started the
killing of the forest as they settled
down here and found no other
means of livelihood,” Dr Khan
explains the deforestation process.
“The forest staff joined in by using
the settlers to chop off trees in
exchange for bribes. And then the
hills people put their stakes in the
destruction. Today the indigenous
people are the main destructors of
the forest.”

He recalls what he saw in 1997
soon after the signing of the peace
accord with the Shanti Bahini
which waged a bush war for more
than two decades in the hills,

“It was an eerie sight as | saw
hundreds of people chopping trees
together all around. Chopping and
taking away. Even the fraill old
women who could barely move
were whacking at the trunks with
machetes. It was a free take for all
and everybody wanted to take
away whatever they could. There
was literally no checks, no controls,
no forest department presence
anywhere. It seemed that we were
inagodforsaken country,” he says.

And then we come across the
strange introduction of alien trees-
-acacia, eucalyptus and teaks--all
around that serve little purpose of
having a forest. Miles after miles,
the environment destructing
acacia and eucalyptus trees are
growing, They do not support any
wildlife, and no plants and under-
growth can grow around them.
They are planted just because they
grow quickly and give the hills the
phoney look of forests. They come
to no other purpose than providing
firewood. Still these foreign species
are grown by the forest depart-
ment. Teak that was brought to this
country by the British has eco-
nomic values for its wood, also
does not support wildlife. And
replacing the local species with
foreign varieties has widespread
ecological and biodiversity
impacts.

But what shocked us the most is
the forest department's mindless
pruning of the teak. They chopped
off the trees and left only the short
stumps about four feet high. New
branches have sprouted from the
stumps, new leaves have sprawled.

Rangamatiwhé bassquatteddrithis m-B Ut BaUsjust aboptit. Thasedrees
reserved’ forest 4nd” at 1eact “fived ~ Hiave beenmade bonsaisfosever.. .

acres of land around him does not
have one single mature tree stand-
Ing. He even does not feel the loss of
trees.

“We have to eat. Standing trees
will not give us food,” he said as we
pointed to his contribution to the
disaster around. “What is the use if
we do not use these trees. They are
forus.”

We found no forest control over
the hills, no patrolling and no
monitoring, Itis today a free-for-all
country. Come and clear away
anything youlike.

“In fact, the forest department
was the main culprit to start off this
devastation on the hills,” says Dr
Reza Khan. “In the name of rotation
cropping, they have introduced a
strange kind of forestry. They plant
trees for 20 years or even less and
then one day they think the trees
are long enough to bring in money.
They clear off hills after hills and
sell thelogs.”

‘And the forest department
often engages the locals to do the
Job in exchange for a piece of land
to cultivate, Dr Khan refers to what
we had seen earlier in the day. Right
in the middle of the reserved forest,
we saw fresh encroachment as
patches have been levelled for rice
cultivation. We saw numerous such
encroachments, old and new,
inside the ravines of the hills. Sadly,
reserved forests are supposed to be
pristine forests, not farmlands.

“The forest department also
engages the locals to do their bit of
plantation in exchange for farming
right,” Dr Khan continues. “And
once they get a hand on the forest,
they keep pushing on and on until
thewhole hills are gone.”

But why doesn't the forest
department monitor such progress
of encroachment? The answer
came from a Bagaihat forester.

"What can we do? We cannot
visit the hills because we are
attacked and kidnapped. We sim-
ply do not dare to go there, So, the
forests disappear and we have no
clue about what's happening
there,” he admits to us.

And so as we travelled over 200
kilometres in the two districts of
Khagrachhari and Rangamati, we
hardly found two dozens of mature
trees which are beyond the age of
40. From the distant, the hills look
green not because of the existence
of any tree but because of the over-
grown undergrowth in the mon-
soon. And whatever trees still
stand, they are hardly about 10-15
years old,

“This is a hell disaster for birds
and animals,” Dr Khan explains.
“They have lost their habitat and so
either they migrated to India and

Myanmar or simply disappeared.
That is what has happened to the
white winged wood duck, which
needed tall soft wooded trees for
nesting. I had seen these ducks in
the 1980s. They are no more found

“Theywillnever grow more than
10 feet or so,” Dr Khan pointed out
as we filled up our camera memory
cards with hundreds of pictures of
hundreds of hill patches where
such grotesque practice has been
committed. “They will become
teak shrubs at best with no eco-
nomic value at all. This is blue
murder.”

On our way to Baghaihat from
Massalong, we could see for miles
the denuded hills looking like
sprawling golf courses. In the
monsoon they are capable of
attracting acclamations from
tourists for their green carpet like
looks. But we knew they are the
hollowed outsouls of the forest that
will soon be beyond any hope of
rejuvenation because of fast soil
erosion. When the tree cover is
gone, the rain causes huge soil
erosion, leading to landslides we
could see all around--the unmis-
takable signs of red soil exposed
after landslides. And we could see
that the soil quality is deteriorating
fast--when the topsoil is gone,
exposed is the unfertile pebble like
inner soil where trees will not grow
again.

And the erosion is causing
another massive problem in the
form of siltation. The rivers are
being silted up and a little rain
leads to flash floods. The Baghaihat
people testified how the Kasalong
River that flows by this municipal-
ity town easily floods over the
banks because of siltation. At
Pablakhali, we found the ravines
that used to be full of water during
the monsoon and irrigate the trees
are dry now as water is slow to flow.
And the biggest victim is the Kaptai
hydro dam, which faces closure
because of siltation. All the silts
from the hills are flushed into the
Kaptai Lake.

As trees are gone, the timber
business in the hill districts has
dipped and faces an uncertain
future. At Rangamati, the saw-mill
owners said they see a drastic fall in
timber flowand quality.

“Whatever timber we get now is
half the size of what we used to get
before,” said Rashid Hye, a timber
trader in"Rangamati. “The forests
are gone. How can we get good
quality wood?"

T'he very reason that the greedy
forest staff, the settlers and the
indigenous people started their
onslaught on the hill forests is
today causing not only the death of
timber industry, but the demise of
the forests altogether. Soon they
would turn into complete sterile
mounds of earth that produces
nothing but shrubs. Where no
animals but the Shaliks and crows
live. And who would want a vast
swath of land to be lying like that?
None. 50 the developers might
swoop on the hills soon, and flatten
them down and make way for real
estates.

Ex-whip Ashraf
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Haque Azad also issued a rule upon
the government to show cause
within four weeks why the peti-
tioner should not be granted regu-
lar bailin this case.

The HC bench, upon separate
petitions, stayed the proceedings
against BNP leader and former
housing and public works minister
Mirza Abbas, former lawmaker
Munshi Anwar, city ward commis-
sioner Chowdhury Alam and Kaniz
Fatema, wife of former prime
minister Khaleda Zia's brother
Shamim Iskander, in separate graft
casesfiledbythe ACC.

It also issued separate rules
upon the government to show
cause why the proceedings against
them should notbe quashed.

The same HC bench again
extended for three weeks the antic-
ipatory bail of Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) Mayor
Sadeque Hossain Khoka in a case
filed by the ACC for illegally amass-
ing wealth worth Tk 9.76 crore, and
for giving false information to the
ACCabouthis wealth.

Earlier, on July 7, the HC bench
granted Khoka anticipatory bail in
the case and stayed its proceedings
until July 16 following a writ peti-
tion for quashing the case. The
same bench on July 16 extended
the bail till July 31.

Nizami petition
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corruption case filed by the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC).

The HC bench comprising
Justice Ziant Ara and Justice Farah
Mahbub also sent the writ petition
to the chief justice for his decision
in this regard.

ACC's lawyer Khurshid Alam
Khan yesterday told The Daily Star
that after hearing the petition, the
HC bench told lawyers that the
bench would reject the petition.

The defence lawyers then
prayed for issuing a rule upon the
government to explain as to why
the proceedings against their client
in the case should not be quashed.
But the court did not grant their
prayer.

The lawyers then prayed for
dropping the petitions from the HC
bench's docket so that they could
move the petitions to another HC
bench.

Barristers Abdur Razzak and
Belayet Hossain argued for Nizami.

On July 20, a division bench of
the HC comprised of Justice
Khademul Islam Chowdhury and
Justice Mashuque Hosain Ahmed
felt embarrassed to hear this writ
petition,

The ACC filed the Gatco case
against former.premier Khaleda
Zia, Nizami and 21 others on
September 2 last year on charges of
corruption in awarding Global
Agro Trade (Pvt) Co Ltd (Gatco) the
contract for container manage-
ment at inland container depots in
Dhaka and Chittagong causing a
loss of over Tk 1,000 crore to the
state exchequer.

On May 18, two HC benches
rejected a bail prayer of Nizami
since the case was filed under
Emergency Power Rules (EPR) and
the trial court issued arrest war-
rants against him. Nizami was
arrested the same night and later
released on bail.

Obaidul Quader
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August 4 for next hearing of the
case.

Obaidul's counsel Qazi
Nazibullah Hiru said he started
vomiting soon after he was taken to
court at around 10:00am. He was
then rested in an adjacent room,
and he lostconsciousness.

The counsel also said his client
i1s carrying 41 splinters in his body
since the grenade attack on Awami
League rally on August 21 in 2004.
The AL leader's hands and legs,
especially the right ones, are get-
ting paralysed due to grenade
injuries, he added.

Earlier, on July 15, Obaidul fell
sick during the hearing of a bribery
caseinaspecial court.

Trial of three cases against him
1S goingoninspecial court.

Sidr-hit people
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The loan carries a service charge of
0.75 percent, has 40 years to matur-
ing including a 10-year grace
period.

The agreement was signed by
Economic Relations Division
Additional Secretary Mohammad
Mejbahuddin and WB Country
Director Xian Zhu.

Shamim Iskander
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Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Golam Rabbani rejected the pet-
tion, saying entertaining such
petitions oversteps his jurisgictiun.

Defence lawyers argued that the
Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) had filed the case violating
the provisions of law and with the
malafide intention to harass him.

The prosecution opposed the
quashment bid, saying investiga-
tions into the allegations against
Shamim are nowunderway.

The ACC filed the case with
Ramna Police Station against
Shamim and his wife Kaniz Fatema
on May 5 this year on charges of
concealing information about over
Tk 20.47 lakh of their assets in their
wealth statement to the commis-
sion.

Shamim, brother of detained
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia, was
arrested from outside Khaleda's
Shaheed Moinul Road residence on
July 18. His name was on the sec-
ond listof50 corruption suspects.

He went into voluntary retire-
ment from service at the fag end of
the BNP-led alliance government.
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at higher cost, which eventually falls
ontheaspiringjobseekers.

When the visas are available, the
recruiting agencies or middlemen in
Bangladesh have their lower-end
middlemen to collect village workers
by promising higher salary and other
facilities.

“Due to absence of proper
authentication system in the recruit-
ing process in Bangladesh, the unfor-
tunate Bangladeshis fall victim to
these unscrupulous traders,” the
former embassy official said.

Workers, mostly low-skilled ones,
get so low wages that they cannot
recover the money they spend and
are forced to resort to illegal jobs. The
emJ)lnyers can also exploit them by
deducting from salaries, forcing todo
overtime jobs without benefits and
bynotgrantingleave.

“In Kuwait, we started a system
that all the visas must be attested by
the embassy, but still there are cases
that workers come for jobs without
having their visas attested,” Shahriar
Kader Siddiky, labour counsellor of
Bangladesh Embassy in Kuwait, told
The Daily Star.

The wvisas used for hiring extra
workers are called "free visas”. The
influential brokers collect these visas
from the employers saying they
wouldtake care of the extraworkers.

"But the manpower brokers
neither take care of them nor help
them find jobs," said a recruiting
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Middlemen behind

agent,

According to a Human Rights
Watch (HRW) report, the migrants
who arrive in Saudi Arabia with "free
visas" must find workon their own.

Quoting the Arab News, it says
dozens of companies in the Eastern
Province of the Kingdom alone exist
only on papers. On the basis of their
registration and licence, they apply
forvisasonlytosellthose.

The report also says quoting an
official who worked in Kuwait, "Most
of the Kuwaiti companies issue work
permits for excess workers to make
money out of visa trade. Individual
Kuwaitis are no exception to this ill
practice.”

Besides, some agencies in
Bangladesh also process documents
and send workers abroad without
checking their skill as required by the
employers. This ultimately leads 1o
their deportation and eamms bad
reputation for the country, the for-
merofficial added.

Asked if Bangladesh took any
initiative to check the issue of mid-
dlemen, Expatriates' Welfare and
Overseas Employment Secretary
Abdul Matin Chowdhury said the
government was negotiating the
Issue with the recruiting agencies but
hasnotcometo anydecision yet.

"Manpower receiving countries,
however, have to come forward to
stop the middlemen in their ends,”
he observed.
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to the changes.

On security, he urged on the need
for a comprehensive regional strat-

Given the fact that the Saarc
region provides the preponderant
proportion of UN peacekeepers and
given that there are already bilateral
contacts among the militaries,
Iftekhar proposed a structure of
collaboration within the Saarc
umbrella of meetings and collabora-
tion of senior military officers of the
region.

He also emphasised the need to
give the ownership of Saarc to the
people of the region so that the
organisation truly becomes a “peo-
ple's Saarc”,

The adwviser said the charter of
Saarc Development Fund and Saarc
Regional Standardisation
Organisation (Sarso) Agreement will
be signed at the Summit.
Headquarters of Sarso will be estab-
lished in Dhaka.

Earlier, the chairmanship of the
council was transferred from to Sri
Lankan Foreign Minister Rohitatha
Bogollagama.

SAARCMILITARY COOPERATION

Bangladesh yesterday mooted a new
proposal for intra-Saarc military
cooperation and strengthening the

Ministers’ meeting ahead of the
forum’s summit in the Sri Lankan
capital.

Foreign Adwviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury made the proposal at
the meeting as, he later told report-
ers, Saarc countries contribute 90
percent to the UN peacekeeping

Elections near
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up a three-tier security in the elec-
toral areas to prevent any untoward
incidents.

Law enforcement agencies have
already set up several check points
in the four cities to ensure security.
Several mobile teams, including
plainclothes policemen and per-
sonnel from intelligence agencies,
would be monitoring round the
clock, according to law enforce-
mentagencies.

Candidates who started their
door-to-door electoral campaign
on July 14 were rushing their cam-
paign activities yesterday as the
;ime for campaigns is running out
ast.

The BNP-led four-party alliance
has boycotted these polls but
grassroots leaders of the coalition
are taking part.

The Awami League (AL)-led 14-
party coalition has taken these
polls as "test cases" to see if the
caretaker government has the
intention to hold free and fair polls,
party insiders said. These polls
would help the party decide
whether their leaders would run in
the u&:mming upazila parishad
polls, theyadded.

Four AL teams led by AL
Presidium members Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed
and Suranjit Sengupta will leave
Dhaka today to observe the polls.

A total of 38 Rab teams have
started pre-poll monitoring and
vigilance, reports our Sylhet corre-
spondent.

Returning Officer for Sylhet City
Corporation Khondker Mizanur
Rahman told The Daily Star that a
team with 80 members has been
looking into complaints on elec-
toral rules violations.

Stolen child

FROM PAGE 16

Mala made off with the baby on
Tuesday afternoon from a station-
ary shop where Tinni's mother
Mukta Begum was busy with shop-
ping keeping her daughter to Mala.

Mukta allowed Mala to workas a
domestic help in her house just a
day before the incident despite her
husband asked her not to employ
the unknown girl.

Mala appealed Mukta for an
employment as a domestic help
saying she went missing after she
came to the city with her aunt from
Bansal a fewdays back.

Police said they rescued the
baby after a noted sports organiser
Abul Hawlader informed the Sadar
Enlice that Mala returned to her
ouse with a baby girl. Mala's
father Altaf Hawlader first
informed the matter to Abul
Hawlader.
Police said they are investigat-
ing whether Mala has link to any

child smuggling gang,

grouping secretariat at the Council of

Dhaka calls

missions.

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
Rohita Bogollagama, who chaired
the meeting, told reporters that he
instructed the Saarc Secretariat to
study Dhaka's proposal on military
cooperaton.

IFTEKHARMEETS PRANAB

During a bilateral meeting with
Indian External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee on the sidelines of
the Council of Ministers, Iftekhar
urged Pranab to inquire into recent
border shooting incidents as 125
Bangladeshis have been killed by the
BSF personnelin thelastsixmonths.

Talking to the reporters after the
meetng, the adviser observed such
incidents along the border severely
damage perceptionof relationships.

He was assured by the Indian
minister that all such incidents
would be enquired into with aviewto
preventing their recurrence.

“Talks were fruitful,” the foreign
adviser said, adding that they
expressed satisfaction over the
successful conclusion of the recent
foreign secretary-level meeting
between the two countries.

The two sides underscored regu-
lar meetings to address bilateral
ISSues.

Petrobangla
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hearing on the dispute to held in
the Hague. Petrobangla has hired
eminent lawyer Dr Kaman Hossain
to contest the case.

When contacted, Chief
Adviser's Special Assistant for
Power and Energy Ministry Tamim
said in the changed situation,
Petrobangla has to withdraw the
local court’s case and move to the
International arbitration court.

He said the decision was made
as per advice of the Petrobangla’s
legal consultant, Dr. Kamal
Hossain.

He also said any dispute under
PSC has to be settled through
International arbitration.

About the arbitration, Chevron
said the company sought ICSID
arbitration in March 2006 only after
the parties (Petrobangla and
Chevron) were unable to amicably
settle this longstanding dispute.

Chevron Bangladesh president
Steve Wilson said his company
stands by its contractual position,
and believes that the Bangladesh
government “should respect the
sanctity of the PSCs and the inter-
national lawand norms by comply-
ing with the ICSID Convention, to
which itis asignatory”™

He, however, expressed his
company's willingness to meet to
discuss alternative options to settle
the account, but parallel to the
ongoing ICSID arbitration, as the
company believes that “it is in the
best interest of both parties to
resolve this issue without further
delay”.

According to the Petrobangla
officials, if it 1s defeated, it will have
to pay back about $ 40 million, the
amount it has deducted from
Chevron as wheeling charge.

[ran rejects
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Meanwhile, EU natons are keen to

apply existing UN sanctions against
[ran more robustly, after measures
targeting its nuclear activities were
blunted by Russia and China, an EU
diplomatsaid Wednesday.

At a meetng on Tuesday, EU
ambassadors debated whether to
implement UN Security Council
Resolunon 1803, agreed on March 3,
in a “robust” or simply a more "lit-
eral” way wifen transposing it into
European law, he said. :

In the end they agreed to go
beyond the letter of the resolution,
which tightened measures aimed at
persuading the Islamic republic to
suspend controversial uranium
enrichment.

Britain and France, in particular,
"wanted to go beyond 1803 and
apply the things they had to concede
to Russia and China” when the reso-
lution was drawn up, the diplomat
said, on condition of anonymuity.

25 killed
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after several recent battefield
losses.

A rebel attack near Colombo
during the summit would be
deeply embarrassing for the gov-
ernment, which has sealed off
roads across the capital and sent
19,000 troops and soldiers onto the
streets to prevent any bombings,




