SC upholds
contempt
verdict

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court (SC) yesterday
upheld the High Court (HC) verdict
that declared thecontempt of court
ordinance 2008 illegal and uncon-
stitutional.

Chamber judge Justice MA
Matin, however, asked the govern-
ment to file a regular appeal with
the SC against the HC judgment.

The government yesterday filed
a petition with the Supreme Court
seeking stay on the HC judgment.

Attorney General Salauddin
Ahmed moved the petition before
the chamber judge of the Appellate
Division. But, the judge did not
pass any stay order.

Upon a writ petition, the high
Court on July 24 declared the new
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JULFIKAR ALI MANIK and
EMRAN HOSSAIN

Purchase of a piece of equipment
for Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University's (BSMMU)
cardiology department has cost a
loss of Tk 80 lakh as the authorites
got the Tk 47 lakh heart-lung
machine atTk 1.27 crore.
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in 2005. But the university authori-
ties got it at Tk 26 lakh in 2006 and
the machine remains unused still
today.

he nephrology department
intended to repair water treatment
plant (WTP), which should have
cost Tk 4lakh. But the then pro-vice
chancellor MA Mannan being self-
inspired bought a new WIP
expending Tk 12.5 lakh ol the uni-
versity fund.

These are the few examples of
huge corruption at BSMMU during
the five-year rule of BNP-Jamaat-

10
People’s Right to

passed awayon October 16, 2007,

Financial corruption alone does
not end the story of irregularities.
Appointments and promotion of
teachers and staffs also witnessed
irregularities and corruption,
which, according to faculty mem-
bers, would leave a long-term
iImpact.

A medical officer became pro-
fessor at the vascular surgery
departmentin three years, whereas
It requires three years to be associ-
ate professor from assistant profes-
sor and five more years to be a

www.thedailystar.net
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Hospital of gratft
Once reputed BSMMU turned into a horrible institution

during BNP-led regime; investigations find corruption in
purchase, appointment, promotion by hospital top brass
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HC quashes
cases against
family members
of Tariqul,
Redwan, Salim
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members of former BNP minister
Tariqul Islam, former state minis-

lawmaker MAH Salim.

Mohammad Abdur Rashid
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. The High Court (HC) yesterday
+ granted bail to 10 persons includ
' ing three former ministers and four

The High Court (HC) yesterday . former lawmakers who had been
threw away the corruption cases - arrested in the anti-corruption
filed by the Anti-corruption - drive of the military backed care-
Commission (ACC) against family : taker government.

[he ten, who had been accused

* in separate corruption cases filed
ter Redwan Ahmed, and former : P e
. Commussion (ACC) and the gov-

HC bench comprising Justice - and anticipatory bail.
and -
Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam deliv- ;

ered the judgments declaring : Sharif Uddin Chaklader and Justice

illegal the case proceedings against - Md Emdadul Haque Azad stayed

the Anti-corruption

After hearing separate petitions,
an HC bench comprising Justice
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Bhuiyan, Shamsul, Engr

Shamsul Islam

Mannan Bhuiyan

explain why the petitioners should
not be granted regular bail and why
the proceedings against them
should notbe quashed

The accused, who were granted
bail, are former LGRD minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, former
land affairs minister M Shamsul
[slam, former housing and public
works minister Engineer

Mosharraf, Pintu get balil

| SR

Engr Mosharraf Nasiruddin Pintu
and llias Ali, Tahsina Rushdir, wife
of Ilias, Yasir Arshad Rajan, son of
former lawmaker Fazlur Rahman
Patal, and Ismail Hossain Simon,
son of late shipping minister Lt Col
(retd) Akbar Hossain

ACC lawyer Advocate Anisul
Hugq told reporters that the com-
mission will soon file appeals with
the Supreme Court against the HC

contempt of court ordinance In another event of irregulari- led four-party alliance government  prolfessor. Tariqul Islam's wife Nargis Begum, : the proceedings of the cases Mosharraf Hossain, former law- orders.
invalid, and observed thatitunder- | tijes, the paediatrics department under vice-chancellor late MA The BSMMU. lone medical | their sons Shantanu Islam ::{HI - ugq:ﬂns[theaccusvd_. makers Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu, Abdul Mannan Shulyan, M
muines the s-pm'l of the consttution propose d to purc hase a Hadi, who served from October llﬂl\'t:‘l’f:i[‘_a’ﬂnl‘lt' country, has setan Aninda Islam, Shantanu's wife . [he court also 1ssued separate Mohammad Shah ] 4 han, Shamsul Islam, and Ismail Hossain
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Broncoscopy machine at Tk 21 lakh

2001 to November 2006. Hadi
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- rules upon the government to

Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee
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Tk 186 crore gobbled up
from 2 toll centres

ACC to sue 36 Roads & Highways staff
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The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday approved filing of
two cases against 36 staff of the
Roads & Highways Department
(RHD) for embezzling Tk 185.91
crore meant for the state coffers.

An ACC probe carned out as
part of the measures against insti-
tutional corrupton found that the
RHD employers and officials had
skimmed the sums after collecting
those as tolls for Tongi-Ashulia
highway and Meghna and

Meghna-Gomati bridge through
fake money receipts or without any
receipt.

Of the amount embezzled, Tk
174.35 crore was collected at
Meghna and Meghna-Goman toll
point in between 2002 and 2006
while Tk 11.56 crore at Tongi-
Ashuliain between 2005 and 2006,

“Itmight take a day or two more
to complete the preparations and
file cases,” ACC Director General
(admin) Col Hanif Igbal said dur-
ing a routine press briefing at the
ACCheadquarters.

“If the investigation finds
involvement of more people,
action will be taken againstthem as
well," he added.

The ACC probe also gathered
that staff of the private firm in
charge of computensed toll opera-
tion and maintenance of Meghna
and Meghna-Gomati bridge used
to delete toll data from computers
and sometimes keep the systems
shut to help the RHD staff in the
misappropriation,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

DEMO FOR PROMISED WAGES
Bangladeshi workers

held in Kuwait
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Kuwaiti Police yesterday arrested
some Bangladeshi workers after
they went on a rampage while
protesting low wages, poor work-
ing conditions and other exploi-
tations over the last couple of
days.

According to the Arab Times,
about 2,000 Bangladeshi workers,
employed by Al-Jawhara Company
for Stevedoring and Cleaning in
Hassawi in Kuwait, destroyed six
vehicles and injured five camp
officials on Sunday.

The protesting workers also

attacked the company office in
Jleeb Al-Shyoukh on Saturday
evening.

Police finally brought the
situation under control, clubbing
the demonstrating workers,
reported AFP.

Shahnar Kader Siddiky, labour
counsellor of Bangladesh Embassy
in Kuwaittold The Daily Star yester-
day, | have received reports that
special forces of Kuwaiti police
have made some arrests. "

He was not able to say how
many had been arrested.

Thousands of cleaning workers

SEE PAGE2 COL 5 |

[LL-GOTTEN WEALTH
Khaleda's nephew,
Sajeda’s son to

be chargesheeted
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I'he Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday approved four
charge sheets to be submitted
against 10 people, including BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's nephew
Shahrin Islam Tuhin and former AL
minister Sajeda Chowdhury's son
Shahadab Akbar, in connection
with amassing wealth illegally,
concealing wealth information
from the commission and taking
bribe.

The commission also approved
1ISsuing notices upon former BNP
minister Gayeshwar Chandra Roy,
former superintendent engineer of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Salman, Sohel charged
with embezzlement
of Tk 158.67cr
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[he Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday pressed charges
against Beximco Holdings Ltd
Chairman Sohel F Rahman, Vice-
chairman Salman F Rahman, its
two directors and two former high-
ups of IFIC Bank Ltd ina Tk 158.67
croreembezzlement case.
Meantime, the National Board
of Revenue (NBR) filed a case
against detained former BNP
lawmaker from Demra Salahuddin
Ahmed, his wife, three sons and

| daughter for evading over Tk 2.41

crore In income tax from 2004 to
2008
BEXIMCO CASE
ACC Assistant Director Ashraful
Alam, also the investigation officer
(I0) of the case, submitted the
charge sheet against the accused to
the Dhaka Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate’'s Court showing 40
people as prosecutionw
The other charge-sheeted
accused are ex-manager of IFIC
Bank's Motijheel branch Asab-ud-
Doula, its ex-vice president Ziaul
Bari and Beximco Holdings Ltd
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Grand alliance,
polls to top
today's AL

meeting
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The Awami League Central
Working Committee (ALCWC) that
sits today will take up some crucial
iIssues including resumption of AL-
led grand electoral alliance with
Jatiya Party and Bikalpodhara
Bangladesh.

Overall political situation in the
country, soclo-economic condi-
tions, upazila and parliamentary
elections will be among the other
ISsues to figure prominently at the

PINAKI ROY

Lying on a bed at the labour unit
of Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), Rita Begum is
indeed very happy and proud.
She has become mother of an
angel like baby girl. The child is

Dense, dirty, dying Dhaka

Once lovable city now subjected to neglect
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Acting AL president Zillur
Rahman will chair the meeting to
be held at party chief Sheikh
Hasina's political office at
Dhanmondi. It will also work out
programmes for national mourn-
ingdayon August 15.

Meanwhile, senior Awami
League (AL) leaders yesterday asked
the caretaker government and
Election Commission (EC) not
to push the country towards

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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growing mega metropolises in
the world, may not be liveable,
the researchers fear.

Once a city of gardens and
mosques, which the rulers chose
to make their capital, Dhakais now
gripped by a large base of increas-
ingnumberofpoorpopulation.

Every year the city is expand-
INg on an average ratio of 3.1
percent. But infrastructures and
environmental protection are not
developing in a sustainable way;,

which makes the urban experts
highly concerned.

“"Within five years overall
situation of the city would be in a
very bad shape as the condition of
environment is already very bad.
The drainage system is worsening
day by day and the government
fails to introduce long-term
transport system,” said Prof
Nazrul Islam, honorary chairman
of Centre for Urban Studies.

SEE PAGE 2 COL S5

now safe under her mother's
observant eyes. But how will she
grow up in a city of pollution,
over population and traffic
mismanagement?

Will this city be liveable by
the time she herself becomes a
mother? The answer is not
unpredictable to urban
researchers. Dhaka city, which
was developed as an urban
settlement centuries ago and
turned into one of the fastest
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Six killed in
Faridpur bus
collision

A CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

ONLY YOU ARE IMPORTANT

s
L] - 1l i
[ l~, i

¢
| 1 3 1

Designers, Bouti

Dty Stas

: A head-on collision between two

que and Fashion Houses buses at Dighalkandi on Bhanga-

A Mawa highway in Faridpur left six

women dead and 60 people injured
yesterday.

The dead are Aleya Begum, 65,
of Nagarkanda in Faridpur, Suriya
Begum, 20, of Louhajang,
Munshiganj, Asia Begum, 50, of
Mollarhat in Bagerhat, Rina, 25, of
Badda in Dhaka, Rahima, 25, of
Gopalganj. The identity of a
deceased could notbe known.

Police said the accident
occurred around 11:30am at
Dighalkandi near Maligram Bus
Stand under Bhanga upazila when
the bus heading for Khulna col-
vhod 7 B lided with a Dhaka-bound bus.
| | ood of the festival k Both the buses turned turtle in

used for the diesses or other items should be locally produced’ s roadside ditches after the collision.
hould be original and fabrics should suit the weather and Three women died on the spot
e and the other women died on their

R S way to hospitals, sources said.
~ The critically injured were
identified as Saiful, Enayet, Baby,
Taslima, Lucky, Nasrin, Nasreen,
Milon, Emdad, Ali Hossain,
Mujibur, Nazrul, Nazmul,
Shaheen, Sajib, Nafiz and
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