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Iran has 6,000 centrifuges

Tehran should dismantle nuke plans: Obama

AP, AFP, Tehran

President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad said vesterday that
Iran now possesses 6,000 centri-
fuges, machines used to enrich
uranium, the semi-official Fars
news agency reported.

The new figure is double the
3,000 centrifuges Iran had previ-
ously said it was operating in its
uranium enrichment plant in
Natanz.

"Islamic Iran today possesses
6,000 centrifuges,” Fars quoted
Ahmadinejad as telling university
professors in the northeastern city
of Mashhad.

In April, Ahmadinejad said Iran
had begun installing 6,000 centri-
fuges at Natanz. His reported com-
ments Saturday provided the first
public assertion that [ran has

reached that goal.

The announcement is another
act of defiance in the face of
demands by the United States and
other world powers for Iran to halt
its enrichment work, which
Washington and its allies fear Iran
is intent on using to develop weap-
ons.

A report by the UN's nuclear
monitoring agency delivered to the
Security Council in May said Iran
had 3,500 centrifuges, although a
senior UN official said at the time
that Iran's goal of 6,000 machines
running by the summer was "pretty
much plausible.”

Uranium can be used as
nuclear reactor fuel or as the core
for atomic warheads, depending
on the degree of enrichment. [ran
says itis interested in enrichment
only for its nuclear power

programine.

The workhorse of Iran's enrich-
ment programme is the P-1 centri-
fuge, which is run in cascades of
164 machines. But Iranian officials
confirmed in February that they
had started using the IR-2 centri-
fuge that can churn out enriched
uranium at more than double the
rate.

A total of 3,000 centrifuges is
the commonly accepted figure
for a nuclear enrichment
programme that surpasses the
experimental stage and can be
used as a platform for a full indus-
trial-scale programme that could
churn out enough enriched mate-
rial for dozens of nuclear weap-
ons.

Meanwhile, Barack Obama
warned Iran to yield to demands to
dismantle its nuclear weapons

programme as Republican presi-
dential rival John McCain blasted
the Democrat at home, saying that
the Middle East could have
plunged into widespread war had
Obama had his way in Iraq.

McCain sharpened his criticism
as Obama continued his well-
received tour of the Middle East
and Europe. The Arizona
Republican contended that
Obama's opposition to sending
more troops to Iraq in the so-called
"surge” would have led to humiliat-
ing defeat there and in
Afghanistan.

McCain laid out a vision of near-
apocalypse he said could have
occurred had Obama managed to
stop the troop buildup ordered by
President George W. Bush, a move
that was unpopular with the
American people.
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PHOTO: AFP

Britain’s Prime Minister Gordon Brown (R) talks with US Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama as they
walk on Horse Guards Parade behind Number 10 Downing Street in London yesterday. Obama met Brown on the last
stop of an international tour with the focus on key foreign policy issues facing both countries, particularly Iraq and

Afghanistan.

Foreign tour
could hit
me in polls:
Obama

AFP,London

Democratic US presidential hope-
ful Barack Obama admitted
Saturday that despite the adulation
overseas, his foreign campaign
swing could hurt him in the polls
back home.

The Illinois senator has made a
whirlwind tour to Afghanistan,
Iraq, Israel, the Palestinian territo-
ries, Jordan, Germany, France and
Britain in the last week. Some
200,000 people came to see him
speakin Berlin.

But as he wound up his visit in
London on Saturday, Obama said
the trip may see his opinion poll
support dip in the battle with
Republican opponent John
McCain.

"l am not sure that there is going
to be some immediate political
impact,” Obama said outside
British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown's 10 Downing Street offices.
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PHOTO: AFP

Hamas militants stand with rifles on the back of a pickup in convoy during a funeral in Gaza City yesterday following a
bomb blast the previous day. Hamas-run security forces fanned out across Gaza City Saturday, clashing with rival
gunmen and arresting dozens of people aftera bomb blast killed five senior Palestinian militants and a girl of five.

Hamas hunts down Fatah
rivals after Gaza bombing

Blast kills 5 senior Palestinian militants and a girl

AFP, Gaza City

Hamas-run security forces fanned
outacross Gaza Cityyesterday, clash-
ing with rival gunmen and arresting
dozens of people after a bomb blast
killed five senior Palestinian mili-
tantsand a girl of five,

The explosion late on Friday
near a beach outside Gaza City was
the deadliest incident in weeks in
the impoverished territory, which
has been ruled by the Islamist
Hamas movement for more than a
year.

The cause of the explosion was
notimmediately known but Hamas
blamed Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas's rival Fatah move-
ment, accusing it of collaborating
with Israel to undermine the
[slamist movement

"The Fatah movement is behind
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Serb hardliners use Karadzic to
turn up heat on pro-EU govt

AFP, Belgrade

Serbia’s hardliners, marginalised
after May elections, are trying to
stir pent up nationalism against a
West-leaning government after
Radovan Karadzic's arrest, analysts
said yesterday.

Nationalist parties have raised
the political stakes ahead of the
expected transfer to a UN tribunal
next week of the captured Bosnian
Serb war crimes suspect, whom
some Serbs still considera hero.

The ultra-nationalist Radical
Party hinted Friday that pro-
Western President Boris Tadic --
who it accuses of treachery for
ordering Karadzic's arrest -- could
meet the same fate as assassinated
Serbian prime minister Zoran
Djindjic.

"We point out to Tadic that
treason is never forgiven in Serbia,”
Vijerica Radeta, a Radical Party
deputy, told a press conference.

“We are not threatening (him),
but we are wamning of the curse
which followed all the traitors in
Serbian history,” she said, citing
the 2003 murder of the reformist
Djindjic.

Such rhetoric was common
before the assassination of
Djindjic, seen as the man behind
the 2001 handover to the
International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) of
autocratic Serbian president
Slobodan Milosevic.

Milosevic died in his ICTY cell in
The Hague in March 2006 before
his trial for genocide and war
crimes was completed.

Radeta’'s comments were con-
demned by Tadic's Democratic
Party, which urged authorities to
“to prevent any further escalation
ofhate speech and violence."

They came with the Radicals
pressing ahead with their plans to
stage amassive protestrally against
the new government in Belgrade
onTuesday.

Even before Karadzic's arrest,
the Radicals and the party of for-
mer nationalist prime minister
Vojislav Kostunica had blocked the
workof the parliament.

On the day of his capture, the
new government called a two-week
pause of parliament because the
filibuster was preventing the ratifi-
cation of a rapprochement accord
with the European Union and
energy deal with Russia.

[n an interview published by the
news agency Beta on Saturday,
Serbian Prime Minister Mirko
Cvetkovic expressed disappoint-
ment with the opposition.

"The speed of Serbia's EU inte-
gration depends on the effective-
ness of the work of the parliament,”
said Cvetkovic, who lamented the
opposition's "irresponsible”
obstruction of the assembly.

Political analyst Dusan Janjic
said the opposition was using
Karadzic's arrest as an occassion to

destabilise the new government, a
coalition including Milosevic's
reformed Socialists which was
sworninonjJuly7.

“The opposition is obviously
marginalised and is trying to
impose some kind of ... fear,” said
Janjic, the director of the non-
governmental Forum for Ethnic
Relations.

"They are counting on the pas-
sive attitude of the ruling majority,
notably the Socialists, to prolong
this story as long as possible and to
be on the streets in order to get the
public's attention, " he told AFP

Hundreds of ultra-nationalists
have already marched on
Belgrade's avenues each day since
the Karadzic arrest, some of them
venting their fury by attacking
journalists.

Another analyst indicated the
opposition was taking advantage of
Serb anger with the ICTY's recent
decisions to acquit former Kosovo
prime minister Ramush Haradinaj
and Bosnian Muslim military
commander Naser Oric.

'It's a convenient moment for
them because a small percentage
(of citizens) believe that The Hague
tribunal can achieve justice,”
Slobodan Reljic, the editor-in-chief
ofthe newsweekly NIN, told AFP.

The public's "confidence was
descreasing with The Hague tribu-
nal and relations with the West as
someone who promises a lot but
doesn'toffer anything," said Reljic.

Intimidation
mars Cambodia
elections

AFP, Phnom Penh

The ruling party's near monopoly
on broadcast media and threats
against opposition members have
marred campaigning for
Cambodian elections this week-
end, arights group said yesterday.

Opposition parties challenging
Prime Minister Hun Sen's 23-year
rule have struggled to get their
messages onto Cambodian televi-
sion and radio, the main source of
information for voters, Human
RightsWatch saidin a statement.

"Elections in Cambodia under
existing conditions devalue the
process and put a free and fair vote
further out of reach of the
Cambodian people,” said Brad
Adams, Asia director at Human
RightsWatch.

"The lack of fair access to the
broadcast media alone is enough
to delegitimise the election," said
Adams.

"If voters can't get accurate
information and their choices are
determined by fear, an election
loses much of its meaning."

Hun Sen's Cambodian People's
Party (CPP) is expected to romp to
victory in the elections Sunday. The
main opposition parties have
either imploded under internal

scandals or been ruthlessly under- |

mined by the CPP, analysts say.

The murder of opposition jour-
nalist Khim Sambo on July 11
brought violence into the cam-
paign, Human Rights Watch said,
although it noted the overall level
of violence has dropped compared
to past elections.

McCain favours
Nuremburg-type
trial for Laden

AFP, Washington

US presidential candidate John
McCain said Friday he favours a
trial for al-Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden in the fashion of the
Nuremburg trials for Nazi leaders
held afterWorld War 1.

Asked on CNN what he would do
with bin Laden if the mastermind of
the 9/11 attacks on the US -- believed
hiding in Pakistan -- is ever caught.

this reprehensible crime,” senior
Hamas leader Khalil al-Haya told a
crowd of thousands of supporters
and other senior leaders at a
funeral for those killed.

“Those who carried out this
crime are making war on God, on
the security of Gaza, and on the
resistance,” he said. "They will not
be released after six months but
will be hanged from the gallows
and shot."

Thousands of supporters
marched through the streets on
their way to the funeral, carrying
the bodies on stretchers draped
with green Hamas flags, firing guns
Into the air and vowing revenge.,

‘It is up to Fatah to determine
their position straightaway, if they
are with these criminals, or if they
are with the ranks of the Palestinian
street in confronting the enemy

(Israel),” Hamas chief Mahmud al-
Zaharsaid.

“This 1s a crossroads at which
everyone must determine their
position. We will not permit this
scene to repeat itself," he told
reporters at the cemetery, adding
that police had information on
who was behind the attack.

In the hours after the attack
Hamas-run security forces arrested
dozens of people across the terri-
tory, mostly Fatah supporters, and
exchanged gunfire and rocket-
propelled grenades with a clan in
Gaza'sTel al-Hawa district.

A senior Fatah official who
asked not to be named said secu-
rity forces had arrested over 120
Fatah members and raided at least
41 party offices and associated
organisations across Gaza, confis-
cating computers and documents.

9 killed in sectarian

fighting in Lebanon

AFP, Tripoli

Lebanese tanks were out on the
streets of Tripoli on Saturday after
nine people including a boy were
killed in sectarian fighting which
raged through the night in the
northern port city.

Militants from the rival Sunni
Muslim and Alawite communities
battled with rocket-propelled
grenades and automatic weapons
in the latest bout of violence to rock
the Mediterranean city.

"The army is working for real
calm in the north," an army official
told AFP, but added: "Security
requires political agreement."

Lebanon has been hit by spo-
radic outbreaks of violence despite
a power-sharing deal between rival
political factions in May, which led
to the election of Michel Sleiman as
president and the creation of a
unity cabinet.

The latest unrest comes after
the new cabinet hit snags in delib-
erations aimed at drawing up a

policy agenda ahead of a parlia-
mentary vote of confidence, which
would enable the government to be
officiallyinstalled.

The armywas on high alert, with
tanks and armoured vehicles
patrolling the streets to keep the
peace between fighters in the
mainly Sunni Bab al-Tebbaneh
district and the neighbouring
largely Alawite area of Jabal
Mohsen.

Among the dead were a 10-year-
old boy and two women, while
another 50 people were injured in
the fighting that first erupted early
Friday, the security official told AFP.

Intense fighting raged through
the night despite a ceasefire that
went into effect at 1500 GMT on
Friday, but by Saturday morning
the situation was generally calm

However, residents of Bab al-
Tebbaneh were blocking a motor-
way to the border with Syria with
rocks and tyres in protest at the
arrest of two fellow inhabitants
over the fighting.

@ﬂ‘

fawfars s sirny= 3= 2ree

TGS I FHIP:

LT @rS S widfafo
QARG Aares R 999 Ao
CSE51G. I

S fResfe

61 NZTACS WRAE ¢,000 (416 ZE[) Faafs sifres [Q-53em
oI (Ao W1 f391) BeTbrea wfs emITa SrwRee Stavasa
@ AT [y e afeen @ Refe gem s

WAR, A

+qrda famfs

Herehe) famfe

(“1%a1™1)
IS,

oI,

s

Q@ e T ¢o/-
1T
BT WYF] G %A
SIAFS EAE s g 99
fReifas =mm e 3z (T
(F1T-5/C08 /000 /30%Y)

GAFS  BETAd BT
QR BTA (U3 0Y,5).009

@eifa SrEEa S Q@o/-
(dee)  Tre, e
GRS, OIS J9UE] OIS *1Zrd
WAfgs e A &g wa
fRdifae = s 322 (s
(FTC-)/¢089/0000/30%Y)
SRS PEIRR BT
AR DIl (TS oY, 3).2008
wifaraa

Australia
probes hole
in plane

AP, Manila

Australian investigators on
Saturday began examining a
Qantas jumbo jet which had to
make an emergency landing after a
large hole opened on its fuselage, a
Philippine aviation official said.

The Boeing 747-400 was cruis-
ing at 29,000 feet with 346 passen-
gers Friday when it was shaken by
an explosive bang. The plane
descended rapidly before landing
safely minutes later at the Manila
airport.

There were no injuries among
the passengers and crew, but some
ofthe passengers suffered nausea.

Ruben Ciron, chief of the Civil
Aviation Authority of the
Philippines, said four specialists
from the Australian Transport
Safety Bureau were still inspecting
the aircraft to determine what
caused the damage.

Lawyers post
off appeal to
keep Karadzic
from trial

AFP, Belgrade

Radovan Karadzic's bid to dodge
trial for war crimes was literally in
the mail Saturday after his lawyers
sent off an appeal at the last possi-
ble minute against his transfer to a
UN tribunal.

The appeal was posted by regu-
lar mail just before an overnight
deadline expired, "so that it cannot
be immediately forwarded to the
war crimes court” in Serbia, said
Svetozar Vujacic, a lawyer repre-
senting the indicted Bosnian Serb
wartime leader, quoted by the
Politika newspaper.

"Depriving the public of infor-
mation about (the appeal) is part of
the defence strategy,” Vujacic was
quoted as saying earlier by Tanjug
news agency

Once it receives the appeal, a
three-judge panel of Serbia's war
crimes court will have three days to
decide on its merits before the
justice ministry mustissue the final

| orderforthe transfer.

Rice in diplomatic

race against time

AP, Auckland

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice is running a worldwide race
against ume, trying for diplomatic
victories before the Bush adminis-
tration ends in January.

With less than six months to go
in office and unfinished business
with Iran, North Korea, the
Middle East, Iraq and
Afghanistan, Rice has embarked

| on a gruelling series of overseas

trips and is packing in an impres-
sive number of high-level meet-
ings in Washington.

In June and July, Rice has liter-
ally circled the planet twice for

talks on those issues and in the first
three days of next week will see top
officials from Pakistan, China,
Israel, Italy as well as Israeli and
Palestinian peace negotiators.

Rice will be pressing the
Pakistani prime minister to do
more to combat militants along the
Afghan border, seeking additional
support from China on Iran and
North Korea and assessing the slow
pace of progress in the effort to
conclude an Israel-Palestinian deal
byyear's end.

Although prospects for any of
those are uncertain, itis not for lack
of trying, even if critics say it may
be too little, too late.
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the Republican senator replied, "Of
courseyouputhimon trial.”

“There are ample precedents for
that. And it mightbe a good thing to
reveal to the world the enormity of
this guy s crimes and his inten-
tions," McCain said.

"We have various options, but
the Nuremburg trials are certainly
an example of the kind of tribunal
thatwe could move forward with.

‘I don't think we would have
any difficulty devising an interna-
tionally-supported mechanism

that would mete out justice,” he
said.
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PHOTO. AFP
L : Aﬂrlﬂghhluﬂnguluhas ablaze in an olive forest near the town of Mandra, west of Athens in Greece on Friday.
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