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Amend Vested Properties
Return Act 2001

Minority Sangram Parishad urges govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Minority Sangram
Parishad vesterday demanded of
the government to amend the
Vested Properties Return Act 2001
to ensure the rights of the religious
minority group.

At a press conference at Dhaka
Reporters’ Unity (DRU) audito-
rium, the Parishad leaders said the
Act should be amended with the
provision of returning the proper-
ties to the successors.

They also demanded the can-
cellation of the Enemy Property
Act

In a keynote paper, Parishad
Senior Vice-president Dr
Shoilendranath Chanda said the
Enemy Property Act was the result
of India-Pakistan war in 1965.

After the independence, it was
renamed as Vested Property Act
that allowed the government 1o
confiscate property from individu-
als it deemed as an enemy of the
state, he added.

Dr Shoilendranath said the
Awami League government
enacted the Vested Properties
Return Act in 2001 in an effort to
give back the confiscated proper-
ties to their owners.

However little progress was
made in returning or compensat-
ing the lost property during the
period of the immediate past gov-
ernment, headded.
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Speakers at the press conlfer-
ence also placed anll-point
demand to the government for the
recovery of endowed (debottor)
properties encroached by land
grabbers and the government.

The demands included cancel-
lation of the committee headed by
the deputy commissioners to
select enemy properties, trial of all
incidents of murder, rape and
extortion against the minority
people, 75 reserved seats in parlia-
ment for the minorities, 20 percent
quota for the minorities in all pub-
lic services, and the return of the
land of Ramna Kalimandir and Ma
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Bangladesh Minority Sangram Parishad General Secretary Advocate Ashok
Ghosh addresses a press conference at Dhaka Reporters’ Unity in the city
yesterday. On his left is Mintu Goshwami and on his right is Dr
Shoilendranath Chanda.

Anandamoyee Asram,

The speakers also demanded
implementation of Chittagong Hill
Tracts Peace Treaty, formulation of
Debottor Board for the Hindus and
similar boards for the Chrisnans
and the Buddhists, and declaration
of Hindu, Christian and Buddhism
along with Islam as state religion.

Parishad General Secretary
Advocate Ashok Ghosh, Joint
Secretary Mintu Goshwami,
Organising Secretary SK Badal,
International Affairs Secretary
Himangshu Singha and Treasurer
Harendra Roy were present at the
press conlerence.

~ RCC mayor aspirants vow
to work neutrally for dev

»

RU CORRESPONDENT

The mayoral aspirants of the
Rajshahi City Corporation (RCC)
yesterday pledged to work neutrally
for the development of the city if
elected in the August 4 polls.

They made the commitments at
a pre-elecion dialogue on 'City
government, citizens' thinking and
RCC election-2008"' organised by
Barind Unnavan Prochestaatalocal
restaurantin Rajshahieiry.

d TeY% 0 G fhayoral PeGhtest afit!
 vmglading Jubo Dal President’

Mosaddek Hossain Bulbul, former
district BNP general secretary advo-
cate Enamul Haque, Progressive
Democratic Party Rajshahi
Convener Raihanur Rahman and
Bangaldesh Samajtantnk Dal

Free medical
camp at
Keraniganj

METRO DESK

ZH Shikder Women's Medical
College and Hospital yesterday
offered free medical services and
distributed medicines among the
poor and destitute through its
medical camp at Joynagar at
Keranigan).

Every year the hospital con-
ducts free medical camps at differ-
ent places of the locality duning the
monsoon until the floodwater
recedes when tropical diseases
cause a huge suffering to the poor
people, saysa pressrelease.

The hospital is committed to
provide its services for the naton
during any national crisis as part of
its corporate social responsibility
as mentuoned by its Vice Chairman
Parveen Haque Shikder and Chief
Operating Officer Kamal H
Bhuivan

—

Coordinator Ruhul Kuddus Tunu,
took partin the dialogue and vowed
to take up massive programmes for
thedevelopmentand beautification
of the city.

They promised that they would
take initiatives to ensure the supply
of pure drinking wateraswell as gas
supply through the pipeline, setup
agro-based factories, resume
production at sericulture industry,
dredge the Padma, ensure trans-

- Rarlen'ty in the corporation s activi-

ties, enhance civic facilities and
accountability of the elected repre-
sentatives as well as the corpora-
tion officials and employees, create
vacancy and ensure equal oppor-
tunity of underprivileged commu-
nity.

Chief Reporter of the Sonali
Sangbad Hassan Millat moderated
the dialogue where RU teacher
Shah Azam Santonu, Editor of the
daily Liakat Ali, Bangladesh
[nstitute of Panos representative
Aktar Mahmud and BUP represen-
tative Rashid Ripon were also pres-

ent.

The speakers called on the may-
oral candidates for forming a city
government system to ensure citi-
zens facilities

A large number of voters, includ-
ing professionals, businessmen,
social and cultural activists, teach-
ers and students, participated in the
programme

The voters also vowed to elect
efficient and honest candidates and

_ Dot to votg for any. war cnimjnals.in
the RCCpolls.

" The candidates promised to
work sincerely in order to resolve
power and water crises, remove
traffic congestion and water logging
from the city and enhance educa-
tion and healthcare facilities for its
dwellers within the shortest possi-
ble time.

They pledged to turn the corpo-
ration into a corruption-free and
pro-people institution and run its
activities after taking the joint
decisions along with the elected
councillors.

Doctors of Shikder Medical College and Hospital distribute free medicines
among the poor and destitute at the Free Medical Camp-2008 at Joynagar at

Keranjganjyesterday.
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Pakistan wants

broad-based
ties with
Bangladesh

HC inaugurates Ctg Press Club
[nstitute of Technology

BSS, Chittagong

Pakistan High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Alamgir Babar yester-
day said his country wants a broad-
based relationship with
Bangladesh for the welfare of peo-
ple between the two countries,

"We believe in partnership in
different prospective fields for the
welfare of people of both sides”, he
said while speaking as the chief
guest at a function of handing over
computers and other logistics
support for Chittagong Press Club
(CPC) Institute of Technology
yesterday. :

Pakistan High Commission in
Dhaka donated 10 computers,
adequate number of printers and
furniture to the CPC to establish
the institute.

With CPC President AliAbbas in
the chair, the function was
addressed, among others, by CPC
General Secretary Eja) Yousufee,
senior journalist M Nasirul Haq,
general secretary of Chittagong
Union of Journalists, Nazimuddin
Shayamol, CPC Joint Secretary
Khorshed Alam and chairman of
Fairway Automobiles Jharka Banu.

Speaking on the occasion,
Babar said Pakistan has sincere
intention to work together for the
peace, stability, progress and pros-
perity of every nation in this region
under a broad-based relationship.

He said the computers sets
would help journalists as well as
their family members to acquire
knowledge on information tech-
nology, which would ultimately
contribute to achieve Ssocio-
economic progress of the country.

He assured of donating more
five computers and faxmachines to
the CPC within a short time to
enrich the capacity of the CPC
Institute of Technology.

Meanwhile, the authornties of
Fairway Automobiles Ltd have
donated Pakistan made New Asia
brand a 4-stroke CNG auto-
rickshaw for CPCWelfare Fund.

The chairman of the Fairway
Automobiles Ltd Jharka Banu told
the function that her company
would donate 10 such auto-
rickshaws among distress families
of freedom fighters on next victory

Dater, the " Pa'k - High
Commissionér formally inatugu-
rated the CPC Institute of
Technology and went round the
faciliues there.

Village doctor
found murdered
1in Natore

UNB, Natore

A village doctor was found mur-
dered in his house at Laxmipur
village in Boraigram upazila yester-
day.

Police said the village doctor,
Golam Panjatan, 57, went to bed
for taking a nap after lunch. But,
after some time he was found lying
onhisbedinapool of blood.

“Pamjatan was stabbed to
death,” police said.

The reason behind the killing
could notbe known immediately.

LDP stages hunger
strike for Redwan's

release
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

yesterday staged a dawn-to-dusk |

hunger strike at its central office in
the city demanding release of
Redwan Ahmed, a presidium mem-
berofthe party.

LDP leaders at the hunger strike
vowed to launch movement in
every district and upazila if
Redwan is not released within one
month.

Later, LDP Secretary General
Jahanara Begum broke the fast of
the leaders and activists of the
party with water.

NGO men flee
with deposits
in Nilphamari

BSS, Nilphamari

The officials and employees of
‘Manab Kallyan Samity', a local
NGO, fled away with a large
amount of money collected from
peopleofthedistrict.

The NGO reportedly collected
Tk 7 lakhs from people through its
field level workers in the name ol
providing jobs and savings
schemes,

The affected people, who
deposited money with the NGO,
found on Thursday that all the
officials and employees have lef:

the Dada Bhai Road office, leaving

itunderlock and key.

Shahnaz Pervin, a victim, filed
case against five persons including
Ansarul Alam Chanu, a forme:
chairman of Shimulbari union, as
mainaccused for the cheating.
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PHOTO STAR

A Chittagong City Corporation cleaner unloads a waste van at a place on Commerce College Road at Agrabad, though there is a dustbin nearby. The photo
taken yesterday shows garbage has littered almost half of the road.

Five-yr plan underway to
evelop skilled workforce

BSS, Dhaka

The Ministry of Education has
undertaken a plan to boost pro-
fessional skills of technical work-
ers through new policies, in the
wake of growing competitiveness
for skilled labour at home and
abroad.

As part of the plan, a five-year
technical education reform pro-
ject styled 'Bangladesh Technical
and Vocational Education and
[raining (TVET) Reform’ was
launched yesterday.

Launched at Hotel Sonargaon,
the project mainly focuses on
rejuvenating country s technical
and ‘vocational education_ and
theirrelevanttraiming schemes

‘Director tGenerall of the
Directorate of the Technical
Education Prof Mohammad Abul
Bashar chaired it.

Education Secretary
Mohammad Momtajul Islam
attended the function as the chief
guest, while Labour and
Employment Secretary Dr
Mahfuzul Haque and Expatriates’
Welfare and Overseas
Employment Secretary Abdul
Matun Chowdhury were present
as special guests.

Director of Skills and
Employment Department of the
International Labour
Organisation (ILO), Geneva,
Christine Evans Klock and Charge
d'Affairs of the Delegation of the
European Commission to
Bangladesh Brian Forey were also
present.

Momtajul Islam said the pro-
posed reforms in the technical
and vocational education sys-
tems would not only help creat-
ing skilled workforce attuned to
world requirements but also
supplement poverty alleviation
process through job creation at
home and abroad

— e S S

Dr Mahfuzul Haque said the
project was to contribute largely
to the improvement of productiv-
ity in industrial units worldwide.

Dr Mahfuz said the hve-year
project, which would come 1o an
end in 2012 at a cost of Tk 136
crore, has a special focus on
strengthening the mechanism to
meet the labour market demand.

"The project has some major
components including upgrad-
ing the TVET policies at all seg-
ments, improvement of training
curriculum, exploration of labour
market information and improv-
ing access of underprivileged
groups to such opportunities,

h!glgq Choydharysaid; - -
r

from its promising pharmaceutical
and RMG sector through improv-
ing the skills of their managers,
staffs and workers. The skills of
concerned trainers and teachers
should also beraised, he added.
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Christine said business envi-
ronment across the globe wat-
nessed a stiff competition due to
impact of the globalisation and
rapid technological changes.

[o compete with the compet-
tion, Evans said, many develop-
ing countries including
Bangladesh should act
proactively to increase labour
productivity through skill devel-
opment programmes.

Terming the project as com-
prehensive to boost work skills,
Brian said the development of
skilled workforce could play a
significant role to produce qual-
ity products, bring higher return

from eXpOFISsANA, peocidte

gmployment opportunmties at

Upon completion of the pro-
ject, he hoped, Bangladesh would
have an energetic and dynamic
workforce, who would project the
country with a changed image
before the world.
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Education Secretary Mohammad Momtajul Islam speaks at a workshop at

Sonargaon Hotel in the city yesterday.
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Gulshan, Banani, Baridhara, Uttara, Wari
Dhanmondi, Mohammadpur, Eskaton
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recession,
- we take decision

Shantinagar, Siddeshwari
& ANY OTHER PRIME LOCATION ...

- Anwar Landmark Ltd.
" (ACONCERN OF ANWAR GROUP)
Baltul Hossaln Bullding (13th floor), 27 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Ph: 9552374, 7176027, 7171796, 71717434 Mob: 01713091284, 01713091165
fax: 88-02-9564020, e-mall: infoanwarandmark. com
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liberation war forces including Rajakar
L .

Forum launched
to fight
anti-liberation
war elements

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Muktisena Uttorsuni
Forum, an organisation of the retired
members of the armed forces, was
launched yesterday with a vow to resist
the anti-liberation war elements.

"We will resist them (war cniminals)
by any means so that they are not
elected in the upcoming election,
vowed M Zakir Hossain, a retired flight
sergeant and convener of the forum, at
a press conference at Dhaka Reporters
Unity auditonum

"One of our aim is to make arrange-
ment for the trial of the war criminals
and we are expressing our solidanty
with the Sector Commanders Forum
and theiracuvites

"We :" yi )

he added

wdant 10 resist the anti

Al-Badr and Al-Shams socially and
politicdlly, “héadded

V2 i e The pess etndeeneenweas organ-

ised to mark the launching of the
organisation.

Announcing the objectives of the
organisation, the forum leaders said
theywill work to restore the spirit of the
WarofIndependence

“We will also identify the war cnmi-
nals, publish their names and make
public the illegal wealth made by the
anti-liberations war elements,” they
added

The Forum will have four organisa-,

tional tiers functioning at upazla,
district, division and central level

Phensidyl seized

UNB, Dinajpur

Police recovered 500 bottles of
Indian phensidyl syrup from a
private car in Khetabmore area of
Ghoraghatupazila on Friday.

Acting on a tip-off, police took
position on Dinajpur-Gobindagan)
road at about 10:00am. Sensing the
presence of the law enforcers, the
drug peddlers managed to llee,
leaving behind the car on the road.

Later, police recovered the
phensidyl and seized the vehicle. A
case washled.
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