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Obama urges world to
tear down walls of
division and hate

AFP, Paris

Barack Obama headed for Paris
yesterday on a European tour that
saw 200,000 cheering fans turn out
in Berlin to hear the US presidential
hopeful call for the world to tear
down walls of division and hate.

The Democrat got a rock star
welcome for his speech Thursday
in Berlin's Tiergarten park, buthere
he was to make no public appear-
ances except a press conference
after meeting President Nicolas
Sarkozy before going to London.

There are few votes for any US
presidential candidate in being
seen to be close to France. John
Kerry, the Democratic nominee in
2004, was pilloried by some conser-
vatives just because he could speak
French.

But the arnival of the Illinois
senator has sparked much excite-
ment in France, where polls mirror
those across Europe to show he is
the candidate most people want to
succeed President George W. Bush
in the November vote.

"*Obamania” read the front-
page headline Friday in the
Liberation newspaper, which said
that "the Democratic candidate
fascinates the world and shows he
has the makings ofa president.”

The election last year of the
rightwing pro-US Sarkozy greatly
improved US-French relations,
which were poisoned by France's
staunch opposition to the 2003 US
invasion of Iraq under then presi-
dent Jacques Chirac.

Sarkozy told Friday's edition of
Le Figaro newspaper that 46-year-
old Obama, whom he met met in
2006 in Washington along with his
71-year-old Republican rival John
McCain, wasa "friend.”

“Unlike my diplomatic advisors
I never believed in Hillary Clinton's
chances. I always believed that

Obama would be nominated,” he
added.

Obama's national security
spokeswoman Wendy Morigi said:
"President Sarkozy has made the
bilateral Franco-American rela-
tionship and the transatlantic
alliance a centerpiece of his presi-
dency, and Senator Obama looks
forward to discussing how to build
on these importantinitiatives.”

Repairing realtions between the
US and Europe -- strained over the
Iraq war -- was a theme of Obama’s
Berlin speech, where he said that
“the walls between old allies on
either side of the Atlantic cannot
stand.”

“The walls between races and
tribes; natives and immigrants;
Christian and Muslim and Jew
cannot stand. These now are the
walls we must tear down,” he said,
echoing former US president
Ronald Reagan's 1987 call to tear
down the Berlin Wall.

The Berlin event took the White
House race abroad in a way never
seen before, and confirmed Obama
as a global political phenomenon.

It came during a Middle East
and Europe tour -- that took him to
Afghanistan, Iraq, Israel, the
Palestinian territories, and Jordan -
- designed to show voters back
home that Obama is a safe pair of
hands on foreign policy:

But the Berlin speech was short
on specifics, and Obama's foes will
likely accuse him of empty rheto-
ric.

McCain, a Vietnam veteran and
former prisoner of war who has
long been an influential voice on
foreign policy and defence, took a
swipe at his rival on Thursday,
visiting a German sausage restau-
rant in Ohio.

He said he would love to give a
speech in Berlin, but only as presi-
dent.

Drug cocktail boosts HIV
survival by 13 years

AFP, Paris

Ant-HIV drugs have slashed death
rates among people with the AIDS
virus by nearly 40 percent since
combination therapy was intro-
duced in 1996, boosting their life
expectancy by some 13 years, a
study says.

Itis the biggest-ever assessment

into the effectiveness of highly
active antiretroviral therapy -- the
triple cocktail of drugs that sup- °
press, but do not eradicate, the
human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV).
Publishing on Friday in the
Brnitish weekly medical journal The
Lancet, researchers report on 14
ongoing studies into more than
33,000 HIV-infected people living
in Europe, Canada and the United
States.

These people started
antiretrovirals in one of three
phases -- from 1996-1999; from
2000-2002; and from 2003-2005.

From 1996 to 2005, 2,056
patients died, but mortality fell by
around 40 percent in the course of
this period. Life expectancy at the
start was 36.1 years but rose to 49.4
yearsattheend..

"These advances have trans-
formed HIV from being a fatal
disease, which was the reality for
patients before the advent of com-
bination treatment, into a long-
term chronic condition,” says the
paper.

The team is headed by Robert
Hogg, a professor at Simon Fraser
UniversityinVancouver, Canada.

The study found that people
who were treated earlier after
infection and had a higher number
of CD4 immune cells at the start of
the therapy had a better life expec-
tancy.

Despite the greater overall
survival chances, there remained a
big gap in life expectancy between
people on antiretrovirals and the
general population, the authors
found.

In a rich country, an HIV-
positive person starting the drugs

at the age of 20 will on average live
another 43 years, to the age of 63,
while a non-infected person will
survive to around 80, according to

Serial blasts
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pioneer of India's outsourcing
sector.

Soon after the blasts, the IT
companies downed their shutters
and asked their employees to go
home, a representative for the

companies told AFP.

Bangalore has been relatively
free of the militant attacks that have
plagued other parts of the country,
although one person was killed and
four wounded in an Islamist attack
ata premier science institute in the
city in December 2005,
tno[:my sources said it was

10 say who have been
behind sauacl::ly
“We are looking at the pattern of
the and are trying to
work out who is behind them and
why," a federal Intelligence Bureau
official wld AFP "We hope to find
outvery soon.”

. authers admit., - .4 5

this data.

The mortality figures culled in
the study are not detailed enough
to explain this discrepancy, the

Nor -- given most people with
HIV are under 50 - are there yet any
figures to cAmpare survival among
older HIV-infected people com-
pare with non-infected counter-
parts.

Returnee
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Since the visa was fake, the recruit-
ing agent failed to provide him with
anyjob after he reached Malaysia.

He returned to Bangladesh on
May 22 this year after spending 10
months in Malaysia under the
custody of a human rights organi-
sation, Razzak said.

When he went to Azad's resi-
dence at Gopalpur yesterday with
his uncle Muslem to get back the
money he paid to Azad, the man-
power agent and his two sons Rony
and Mony beat him with iron rods,
Razzakalleged. @

When contacted, Officer-in-
charge of Gopalpur Police Station
Mohammad Ekhlasuddin said they
knew nothing aboutthe incident.

“If we receive any complaint, we
shall take necessary steps,” he
added.

Russian FM
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when he visited Moscow last year.
He also expressed appreciation for
the Russian support in the energy
sector and stated that Bangladesh
was keen to procure fertiliser from
Russia.

They also reviewed the current
global situation, including the
issues of Kosovo and Georgia.

Iftekhar told Sergey Lavrov that
Bangladesh is a very responsible
international actor and will con-
tinue to contribute to global stabil-
ity which was necessary if coun-
tries like Bangladesh were to
achieve their "development aspi-
rations”.

Meanwhile, speaking to the
media in Singapore, Iftekhar also
said Bangladesh as a peaceful and
peace-loving country urged
restraint on both Thailand and
Cambodia in their border dispute
overanancienttemple.

He also hoped that "the matter
could be resolved through dialogue
inthe spiritof Asian solidarity”,

"Both Thailand and Cambodia
are our close friends and we find
the dispute between them painful
for us. We believe any bilateral
dispute can be resolved peacefully
through dialogue. Confrontations
never help,” he said.

The foreign adviser also wel-
comed the "Six Party Talks” on
North Korea that took place in
Singapore on the sidelines of the
Asean Regional Forum, particu-
larly the contact at the level of
secretary of state of the US and the

North Korean foreign minister.

“Like many others Ban
is pleased with this development
and hopes that it will help ease

Flood
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people of these areas have started

moving to higher grounds.

Meanwhile, erosion on the
Jamuna has taken a serious turn for
worse at the five upazilas. Around
300 homes in Sirajganj municipality
have been swallowed up by the
raging river.

Workers of WDB are dumping
sacks of sand and rubble on the
bank to protect the locality from
erosion, WDB officials said.

Qur correspondent in Netrakona
reports: The flood situation in
Netrakona is improving especially
in the bordering areas of Durgapur
and Kalmakanda. However, the
situation is deteriorating in the low-
lying areas, Netrakona WDB sources
said.

The newly flooded unions are
Kalmakanda Sadar, Pogla,
Barkapon in Kalmakanda upazila
and Jangail union in Durgapur
upazila.

The water levels of the
Someshwari, the Mogra, the
Kongsha and the Dhanu are flowing
above theirdanger levels.

River erosion has deteriorated
on the Someshwari. A 2km stretch of
road of the Shibganj-Ranikong road
in Durgapur upazila, the only link
between Durgapur upazila head-
quarters and bordering villages,
wentinto the Someshwari.

Sources said most of the houses
in Kalmakanda upazila headquar-
ters have gone under two to three
feetoffloodwater.

Many areas of Mohanganj and
Khaliajuri upazila headquarters
have also been inundated by

floodwater.
Road communication between

the district headquarters and
Durgapur upazila Sadar has
snapped as a portion of a road near
Janzail Bazar was damaged by
floodwater. Road communication
between Netrakona district head-
quarters and Kalmakanda upazila
Sadaris also disrupted.

A correspondent in Munshigan,)
reports: More low-lying areas of the
district went under water due to the
rise in the water level of the Padma
yesterday.

District Relief Officer Rawshan
Alam said they are ready to face the
situation with Tk 97,000 and 49
tonnes ofrice in their relief fund.

Hasina
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eachother fortheincident.

AL General Secretary in the US
Sajjadur Rahman blamed
President Prof Khalid Hasan for
creating chaos at the airport and
demanded his expulsion, News
Worldreports.. .- I
The other group blamed Sajjad,
Mamudunnabi Baki, Faruk Hamid,
Syed Bosarat Ali and Dr Siddiqur
Rahman for the incident.

Ena, however, reported that the
incident took place after Khalid
was expelled from the party for his
alleged involvement in anti-
organisational activities,

Hasina blasted the two groups
of agitating leaders and activists,
saying, "Do you want to tarnish the
image of Bangladesh?” Then she
lefttheairport.

Earlierin the morning, an anon-
ymous caller informed the airport
authorities that a chaotic situation
would occur if more than five
persons are allowed to enter the
airportto receive Hasina.

Hasina is supposed to undergo
eye treatment and a few medical
tests in Washington. Dr Hasan
Mahmud, who is accompanying
Hasina in the USA, told the press
that she is likely to go to Florida for
ear treatment and then fly for
London again.

Hasina arrived in America on
June 12 for treatment after she was
‘released on bail. She left for
Londonvia Canadaon Julyé.

Bogra GBB
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pay gas bills since going into opera-
tionlast April.

The ministry said a gas-supply
dagreement was signed between
PGCL and GBB Power Ltd on July 3,
2007 to supply gas to the 20 MW
power plant.

According to the contract, GBB
was supposed to submit an
amount equivalent to three
months' gas bills as security
deposit before commencement of
gassupply.

However, in view of the prevail-
ing power situation in the country
and a request made by the GBB to
allow one week's time to submit
the security deposit, PGCL com-
menced the supply of gas on March
24,2008, upon receipt of an under-
taking from GBB, the clarification
said. |

But, GBB failed to comply with
their commitment and did not
submit the security deposit on
time. Subsequently, repeated
reminders were issued to GBB to
deposit the security money and
also pay the monthly bills against
consumption of gas.

Meanwhile, bills for the months
of April and May 2008 were sent to
them on May 5, 2008 and June 6,
2008 respectively for payment.

But GBB neither submitted
security deposit nor paid the bills.
However, PGCL received a bank
guarantee on July 24 amounting to
Tk2.53 crore. The arrear bills are yet
to be paid by GBB.

OURREPLY

Theministry did not contradict any
information of the report. It only
added a new piece of information
that the PGCL received a bank
guarantee on July 24, the very day
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tension,” Iftekhar said.

thatthe reportwas published.
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Graft proceedings
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For instance, he said, the HC has

already rejected a petition filed by
AL President Sheikh Hasina for
dismissal of the barge-mounted
power plantgraft case against her.

"She argued that as per section
6(A) of Criminal Law Amendment
Act-1958, trial of a criminal case
has to be completed within 60 days
since a court's taking cognisance of
it. After hearing the details, the
High Court rejected the petition
since it found the provision of 60
days for completing trial proceed-
ings was not mandatory,” added.,

Khurshid said from now on the
ACC should issue gazette notifica-
tions on the appointment of inves-
tigation officers on time and be
more cautious in issuing notices to
the graft suspects and their family
members and giving its officials
permissionto file a case.

He also observed that the cases
would have been running
smoothly had the ACC counsels
been more sincere, vigilant and
efficient in convincing the court
that the provision of 60 days for
submitting the investigation
reports was not mandatory.

Some 30 high profile political
leaders including Sheikh Hasina,
Abdul Jalil, Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim, M Shamsul Islam, Altaf
Hossain Chowdhury, Mirza Abbas,
Mujibur Rahman Sarwar, AKM
Rahmat Ullah, AHM Mostafa
Kamal alias Lotus Kamal,
Lutfozzaman Babar, Engineer
Mosharraf Hossain, Salman
Rahman, [smail Hossain and Mirza
Azam have filed petitions with the
HC for bail as well as dismissal of
the cases against them.

On July 21, an HC bench com-
prising Justice Sharif Uddin
Chaklader and Justice Md Emdadul
Haque Azad fixed July 27 for hear-
ing the petitions following a time

prayer by Attorney General (AG)
Salahuddin Ahmed.

The AG told the HC that as per a
ruling issued by the APLEE late
Division it could not hear the bail
prayers of the accused in the crimi-
nal cases filed under the
Emergency Power Rules.

To buttress his argument, he
cited the apexcourt's staying of five
HC orders nting bail to the
accused on July 20,

The HC bench asked the AG
whether it could consider bail
prayers of those without specific
allegations against them. “Will the
accused suffer in jail for years
without trial if the investigation
reports are not submitted within 60
days?” the court asked.

In reply, AG Salahuddin said he
would make submissions inter-
preting these matters, but he
needed time for that. The court
then adjourned hearing %on the
petitions.,

Ershad
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meeting with Hasina in London
recently.

The former president avoided a
straight reply to'a query on the
meeting with Hasina during his stay
in London.

He justsaid: “Keep itaside.”

Ershad, however, favoured
upazila election before the general
polls in a stark contradiction to the
position of the Awami League.

The Awami League has said it will
not endorse any plan for holding
upazila election before the parlia-
mentary election.

Ershad said if the date for upazila
election is once announced, it will
be verydifficult to foil it.

“I think it would be good for all if
all political parties take partinit.”

He, however, said the matter of
contesting the upazila election will
be discussed in the grand alliance.

Gult, Saudi steps
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NHRS, Dubai-based Gulf News

reported on June 14,

The NHRS study says some
provisions in the sponsorship
system are contrary to the princi-
ples of Sharia as well as those of
international human rights con-
ventions and charters.

Against this backdrop, Saudi
Arabia came up with a proposal for
establishing companies to deal
with foreign workers. Around 1.7
million Bangladeshis work in the
kingdom,

Mohammad Al Dowaish, direc-
tor general for Legal Affairs of Saudi
Arabia, said replacing sponsorship
system with companies will help
solve many problems faced by
foreign workers, Gulf News
reported.

At present, Saudis hiring foreign
workers are their sponsorsand are
supposed toshoulder the responsi-
bilities in this regard. But the new
idea is that private companies will
become labour pools and sponsors
of foreign workers, and will supply
these workers to citizens or corpo-
rate companies, according to a
reportinthe Arab News.

Under the fresh move, individu-
als or corporate employers will not
have to deal with recruiting agen-
cies, labour ministry, and embas-
sies of the labour sending countries
or the like. Malaysia established
such companies called
"outsourcing agencies", which
however have been severely criti-
cised by migrants rights groups for
involvement of huge black money
and exploitation of workers. This
also led to a ban by Malaysia on
hiring workers from Bangladesh.

When contacted, Prof CR Abrar,

coordinator of Refugee and
Migratory Movements Research
Unit of Dhaka University, said,
"Saudi Arabia’s proposal seems to
be creating another tier in the
labour migration process.
"Creating labour companies is
unlikely to solve labour problems,
rather it may worsen the situa-
tion... We need to create such a
mechanism so thatall the middle-
men in migration process is elimi-
nated and workers can get visas

directlyfrom the gmplovers.: ... . +.;

He noted that recent experience
of Malaysia, where such labour
companies have been created to
deal with foreign workers, is not
good.

"We should therefore discuss
the issues at length with experts
and government representatives
from the labour sending and
receiving countries to get the best
out of the system to be estab-
lished.”

ProfAbrarsaid NSHR's proposal
to form a government authority
with offices across the country to
directly look after labour issues
would be appreciable. "Both the
workers and employers should be
made accountable.”

Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting Agencies
(BAIRA) President Ghulam
Mustafa said establishing compa-
nies to create labour pools will lead
to a situation in which they will
snatch part of the workers' hard-
earned money.

"These companies will be like
parasites,” he said. The govern-
ment should also stop sending
workers to Malaysia through
outsourcing companies, he added.

Sardined into prisons
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condition of prisons, however
could not be reached despite sev-
eral attempts. He earlier accused
the government of not providing
adequate fund for constructing
new prisons. _

In 1981, the country’'s prisons
had a capacity for housing 16,381
inmates while the number of pris-
oners was 20,301. Two years later,
the number of prisoners rose to
30,589 but the capacity only limped
forward to 17,754.

In the next few years, the num-
berof prisoners keptrising steadily,
drastically deteriorating their
living condition. The number of
prisoners rose to 59,734 in 2000
while the capacity only rose to
23,942,

With the country undergoing
frequent political turmoil over the
last decade, clamp-downs on
political leaders and activists and
anti-crime drives also became
frequent, netting thousands of
people.

Nearly two lakh people were
arrested by the army-led joint
forces and a significant number of
them were put in prisons since
January 11, 2007, Statistics pro-
vided by prison officials show that
the number of inmates in jails was
68,278 in January last year which
rose to about 86,000 by the end of
May the same year.

The general population of
prisons is feeling the pinch, as the
jail authorities had to empty many
cells across the country for housing
newly detained former ministers,
lawmakers and businessmen who
were being arrested in the joint

forces' drive.

There is no hope of easing the
plight of the prisoners in the near
future since construction of a few
new prisons is also going on at a
snail's pace. The planned reloca-
tion of Dhaka Central Jail to
Keraniganj will also take 8 to 10
years, prison officials said.

Three jails, including one exclu-
sively for women, were con-
structed in Kashimpur recently,
and prisoners from grossly over-
crowded Dhaka Central Jail were
shifted there, but that also had a
very little impact on the over-
crowding, with the onrush of new
detainees.

Bagerhat prison's capacity for
housing 170 inmates was increased
recently to 400 while Chuadanga
prison’s capacity for incarcerating
104 was enhanced to 300, provid-
ing only a little relief as the num-
bers of prisoners there have already
tripled.

Prison officials observed that
construction of two or three new
jails will have no impact on the
overcrowding. At least 10 new jails
are desperately needed for that,
they added.

"We are really fighting hard to
manage the prisoners now packed
like sardines,"” said a senior official
of Dhaka Central Jail. He regretted
that the new high security prison
being built in Kashimpur with the
capacity to house 1,000 inmates
will take a couple of more years to
becompleted.

"We will send hardened crimi-
nals to the specialised prison,” he
added.

Ramadan items
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Prices of bashon, which is used in

preparing different iftar items, rose
by Tk 5-10 in retail markets. A kg of
bashon (different varieties) was
selling Tk 65-90 a kg yesterday.

Prices of spices also rose. Price
of cumin increased by Tk 40 per kg
and that of cinnamon by Tk 30 per
kg. Other spices were also selling at
higher prices yesterday compared
tothose aweek ago.

A trader said, “Every year, prices
of these items usually go up about a
month before Ramadan, but this
year their prices started rising a bit
earlier.”

Both wholesalers and retailers
hoard items which are used on a
massive scale during the Ramadan,
he added.

Meantime, green chilli, cucum-
ber, tomato and aubergine, also
used as itfar items, saw a hike in
their prices over the last wgek
Prices of these items increased by
Tk2-10perkg.

A kg of green chilli was selling at
Tk 40 - 45 yesterday, rising from Tk
30-40 earlier.

Though the price of non-brand
edible oil came down by Tk 2 -3 per
litre that of branded edible oil
remained stable.

Nasim Reza, an employee of a
private bank making purchasesata
kitchen, said, “When prices of
these items have already gone up,
we do not know what will happen
during the Ramadan.”

OUR correspondent from
Chittagong adds: Prices of different
varieties of edible oil marked fall in
the retail markets yesterday.

Price of soyabean and palm oil
dropped by Tk 2 perkilogram.

One kilogram of non-brand
soyabean oil was selling at Tk 116
while it was Tk 118 to Tk 120 a day
before.

Retailers at different kitchen
markets like Reazuddin Bazar,
Karnaphuli Market and
Bakhshirhat were found selling
palm oil at Tk 98 per kg while the
price was Tk 100 on Thursday.

Begumganj clash
FROM PAGE 16

the student was killed under the
wheelsofaspeedingbus.

With the spreading of the
rumour, the students of the insti-
tute came out of their dormitories,
damaged several vehicles and put
up a barricadeon theroad.

On information, police rushed
to the spot and requested the stu-
dents to remove the barricade. At
one stage, chase and counter chase

and police.

As the trouble continued,
Begumgan) UNO Monjurul
Mannan along with additional
policemen and teachers of ghe
BATI went to the spot and tried to
calm the students down.

But the students did not pay
heed to the request and again
started pelting the law enforcers
with brickbats, prompting them
(police) to charge batons and fire
teargasand rubber bullets.

Sources said the clash left at
least 50 people including the UNO,
police and teachers of the institute
injured.

The injured were admitted to
Noakhali General Hospital,
Begumganj upazila health com-
plexand to differentlocal clinics.

Police arrested 27 students and
employees of the BATI in connec-
tion with the incident and filed two
cases with Begumganj Police
Station.

Internal feuds
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BNP havereached adeal.

Haque has gathered many BNP
men under the Sammilita Nagorik
Committee, headed by district
BNP's former vice president advo-
cate Nurul Haque, to run his cam-
paign. But there are no Jamaat or
other alliance men on the commit-
tee. The Jamaat-e-Islami played an
important role in Haque's 2003
mayoral bid.

No Sylhet City unit BNP leaders
were either seen at the press con-
ference Wednesday from where he
laid out his election manifesto.
Haque's campaign has, however,

“ruled outany partr feud.

On Haque's claim that he has
had the support of his party's
central committee, city unit BNP
secret eneral Nasim Hossain
said such claims are baseless as the
party has boycotted the election.

Senior BNP leader and former
Sylhet pourasabha chairman AFM
Kamal is also running for the
mayor's office. He presents himself
as an independent candidate
though his campaign is manned by
active BNP men.

Kamal also ran in the 2003 elec-
tion, contributing to the defeat of
his party nominated candidate MA
Haque,

Awami League candidate and
detained incumbent mayor
Badaruddin Ahmed Kamran is also
not fully shielded from division in
party base. Although the party's
central committee has managed to
talk five of their leaders out of the
election race, former pourasabha
chairman Babrul Hossain Babul is
still on the stump. He is trying to
capitalise on Kamran's alleged
corruption.

Babul's defiance has, however,
isolated him from other party
leaders. Local and central AL lead-
ers, including Suranjit Sengupta
and AMA Muhit, have joined in
Kamran's campaign. He is, how-
ever, facing opposition from the
Workers Party supporters in Sylhet.

Both Awami League and BNP

supporters said Kamran is in a
st.rml%er position despite corrup-
arges.
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are involved in the talks here.

Anything approved by these
countries would then have to be
cleared by all 153 WTO member
states. A new pact can only be
adopted with unanimity.

The Doha trade liberalisation
round was launched in the Qatari
capital seven years ago with the
aim of helping poor countries
enjoy the fruits of freer global trade.

But the process has been
delayed by disputes between the
rich developed world and poorer
developing nations, principally
over subsidy and tariff levels for
farm and industrial products.

Throughout this week, the two
sides had settled into a familiar
pattern of demanding concessions
from each other and refusing to
budge until new offers had been
put forward.

Such brinkmanship has led to
the collapse of talks on several
occasions since the round began in
November 2001 and a sense of
pessimism was growing among

Most Americans
believe Obama

will win election
AFP, Washington

A majority of Americans believe
that Democratic candidate Barack
Obama will win the presidential
election against Republican hopeful
John McCain in November, a Fox
News poll showed Thursday.

While 51 percentsay Obama, who
is vying to become the first African
American president, will win the
election, only 27 percent are betting
onaMcCainvictory.

Voters registered as Democrats

are more confident about their
candidate's chances than their
Republican peers: 71 percent of
Democrats see Obama winning on
November 4 while 51 percent of
Republicans believe McCain will
win.
One in four Republicans think
that Obama, a senator from Illinois,
will succeed US President George W.
Bush.

A month ago, 47 percent of
Americans believed that Obama, 46,
would win the election compared to
32 percent for McCain, a 71 -year-old
Arizonasenator.

Even though many Americans are
predicting an Obama victory, the
race remains tight.

In a head-to-head matchup,
Obama leads McCain 41 to 40 per-
cent among registered voters, the

“1>tookphict 'between' tie studénts <poll showed.[fLibenariancandidate

Bob Barr and independent hopeful
Ralph Naderare added, Obama leads
McCain by40to0 37 percent.

I[f Obama chooses former
Democratic nomination rival Hillary
Clinton as his running mate and
McCain picks former Massachusetts
governor Mitt Romney, a former
Republican candidate, the
Democratic ticket leads 48 to 39
percent.

The survey was conducted
between July 22-23 among 900 vot-
ers. The margin of error is plus or
minus three percentage points.

Hannan aide

FROM PAGE 1
The body was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College morgue forautopsy.

Sources said Shaheb was accused
iIn a number of cases of different
chargesincluding murder.

Earlier in 2005, Shaheb Ali sus-
tained bullet injuries during a gun-
fight between Rab and henchmen of
Pichchi Hannan. Hannan and two of
his accomplices were killed in the
shootout.

Brown suffers
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Although he has only been in the job
for a year, Brown has already suffered
a string of termrible results in by-
elections, local elections and
London's mayoral election. In that
contest, Labour incumbent Ken
Livingstone was beaten by Boris
Johnson of the main opposition
Conservatives.

The latest hammer blow
prompted David Cameron, the
Conservative leader, to call for asnap
general election.

"It's obviously a dreadful
result for Labour and Gordon
Brown,” Camerontold reporters.

"WhatIwonder is whether we can
really put up with this for another 18
months... | think the prime minister
should have his holiday but then we
should have an election.”

Brown, due to start his summer
holiday next week, brushed off
Cameron's comments, saying: "l
think my task is to get on with the job
of taking us through these difficult
economuic times.”

He has untl June 2010 to call a
general election butis under mount-
Ing pressure amid economic prob-
lems and criticism, including from
Labour lawmakers, of his leadership
style and presentation skills.

The loss of Glasgow East in
Labour's traditional central Scotland
heartland is being seen as one of the
biggest political upsets of recent
times.

Questions are now being asked
about howlong Brown can stay in the
job, even though there seems to be'
no obvious contender waiting in the
wings.

Sky News television political
editor Adam Boulton wrote in his
Internet blog there was unlikely to be

“anJr sudden panic" which would

lead to a leadership challenge, par-

ticularly since parliament's summer
recess has just started.

But he added: "This will plunge

Labour activists into even greater

doom. Over the next few months,

many will be wondering whether

changes at the top could at least limit

the damage when the general elec-

tioncomes.”

Hope of WTO deal

observers about this week's hud-
dle.

Lamy had warned earlier yester-
day that the talks faced failure
unless countries showed flexibility
and determination.

One source said he had put
forward a new draft agreement in
talks with the seven powers yester-
day.

Failure would be a major set-
back for the delayed Doha process
and observers believe WTO mem-
bers would need a break before
continuing to negotiate. Some
have even suggested the round
mightbe abandoned.

“The situation as | see it is criti-
cal, edging between success and
failure,” Lamy was quoted as say-
ing earlier yesterday by his spokes-
man, Keith Rockwell.

"We need to change gears very
quickly to turn things around.”

Hasina-JP talks

FROM PAGE 1

why AL should consider joining
hands with HM Ershad who he
thinks is a byword for corruption
and autocracy. “We hope Awami
League will act immediately to
address the concerns and misun-
derstandings.”

AL presidium member Tofail
Ahmed, also coordinator of the
combine, told The Daily Star that
the 14-partyis an alliance of demo-
cratic and secular forces. "Our
unity will prevail no matter what,”
he said, adding that he has been in
touch with the key leaders of the
allies to maintain the unity.

Saarc summit

FROM PAGE 16

development growth in the region.
The leaders may look for different
options like hydropower, bio-fuels,
solar energy and so as alternative
sources of energy.

Nowadays, the entire world is on
the lookout for such alternatives
amid a crunch in the fields of tradi-
tional energy, mainly hydrocar-
bons, as well as global warming due
to the Greenhouse effect.

The Colombo summit will
seriously address the adverse
impacts of the changing climate as
most Saarc countries will be worst
affected by climate change--a
phenomenon that brings floods
and droughts and causes sea-level
rise. Besides, the nature's erratic
behaviour poses threat to both
development and poverty-
alleviation efforts in the region;

The leaders will hnalise the
Saarc Development Fund (SDF)
charter at the Colombo meet. The
SDF will have three windows--
Social, Economic and
Infrastructure. If the SDF charter is
finalised, it can mobilise funds to
finance various projects. The SDF
has nowa fund of $7 million.

As per its agenda, the 15th sum-
mit will also consider Australia and
Myanmar as Observers of South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc). Presently,
China, Japan, South Korea, Iran,
Mauritius, the United States and
the European Union have got the
Observer status.

The summit will be preceded by
a series of meetings starting from
July 27 to do the spadework. Saarc
Programming Committee com-
pnsed of senior officials of the
member-states will meet July 27-
28, Standing Committee represent-
ing foreign secretaries on July 29-30
and the Council of Ministers repre-
senting the foreign ministers sit
from July 31 to August 1.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed would lead Bangladesh to
the summit. He is likely to leave for
Colombo on July31.

Heritage sites

FROM PAGE 1

Department said security at a few
sites are being maintained with
guards the departmentappointed on
musterroll basis.

He informed The Daily Star that
there are 34 protected sites iIn
Mahasthangarh and adjacent areas
but the department has only 17
workers on muster roll to look after
them.

To maintain security properly at
the Mahasthangarh site, which is
20,90,928 square metre (sqm), at
least 51 permanent night guards and
security guards are needed. Butatthe
most important archaeological site
in South Asia there are no secunty
guards.

The senior official said only one
security guard has been working at
Paharpur Bihar although there are
four posts. Atleast 32 security guards
and night guards are required for the
securily of the site measuring 78,672
sqm.
The department has installed
some lighting facilities for some
portions of the site after many
terracottaitems had beenstolen.

Meanwhile, 12 ancient monu-
ments at Puthia of Rajshahi remain
insecure as the department has only
three guards on muster roll there,
said a senior official of the directorate
office.

A huge number of decorated
terracotta itemns were stolen from the
site a few years ago because there
were no guards, said a former
regional director of the department.

At least 51 security personnel are
needed (o maintain security at the
site, said another official of the
department.

A few sites including the Gour site
in Chapainawabganj] do not even
have any posts of secunty guards to
look after their security.




