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Sylhet mayoral hopefuls vow to
work for city's development

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylher

Ten mayoral candidates for the
Sylhet City Corporation (SCC)
elections have vowed to take up
massive programmes for the devel-
opment and beautification of the
city.

[he candidates made the com-
mitments at a face-to-face election
dialogue at Saroda Hall in Sylhet
yesterday.
~ Sushashoner Jonno Nagorik
(Shujan), a civil society platform
working for good governance,
organised the dialogue in collabo-
ration with the Prothom Alo, The
Daily Starand Channel-1,

fen out of 15 mayoral hopefuls
promised that they would take
initiatves to ensure the supply of
pure drinking water as well as to
recover the occupied canals and
drains in the city. Besides, they
pledged to take special
programmes to ensure health
facilities for the poor and waste

management.

All the aspirants raised their
voices against corruption in the
SCC. They said they would tender
their resignations if they fail to
matenalise the commitments in
three years.

Former
municipality
elected a mayor, he would take
steps to install a modern water
treatment plant for using the
Surma river water to provide the
city dwellers with pure drinking
water. In reply to a question, he
said, “If the water is treated, the city
dwellers can use it for domestic
activities as well as for other pur-
poses. I will make the city a green
one,” he added.

Principal Syed Muhibur
Rahman said, "I will hold meetings
with city dwellers every month and
take into account their suggestions
regarding the development of the
city. I will try my best to do every-
thing for their well-being "

chairman ol Sylhet

AFM Kamal said of

MA Mukit Khan said he would
take initiatives to deal with mos-
quito menace, supply of pure
drinking water and beautify the
city, "I wall design a 50-year master
plan for the development of the city
if lam elected a mayor.”

Dr Kazi Kamal Ahmed said if he
is elected a mayor, the door of the
city corporation office would
remain open for all. I will be suc-
cesstul inrunning the city adminis-
tration since [ have relevant experi-
ence inadministration as well as in
management in addition to my
education, he added.

Abdus Samad Nazrul assured
that if the city dwellers elected him
as a mayor, he would wage a war
against corruption in the city cor-
poration. “I will fight against cor-
ruption and corrupt officials in the
SCC, itelected as amayor.”

Syed Ali Afsar said he had
achieved huge success in interna-
tional banking management, He
hoped the city dwellers would elect

PHOTO: STAR
The 10 mayoral candidates in Sylhet City Corporation elections pledge to accept the verdict of the voters and work
unitedly at a pre-election dialogue at Saroda Hall in Sylhet yesterday. Shujan organised the event.

himasamayor.

Shujan Secretary Dr Badiul
Alam Majumder and Coordinator
Dilip Kumar Sarker moderated the
programine.

Presided over by noted educa-
tionist Prol Md Abdul Aziz, the
programme was also addressed by
Deputy Editor of the Prothom Alo
Anisul Haque and Shujan Sylhet
chapter Secretary Faruque
Mahmud Chowdhury,

The candidates are AFM Kamal,
Principal Syed Syed Muhibur
Rahman, Kazi Kamal Ahmed, Syed
Habibur Rahman, Syed Ali Afsar,
Kutub Uddin, MA Mukit Khan,
Abdus Samad Nazrul, Bashir
Ahmed and Salah Uddin Ahmed
Rimon.

The candidates raised their
hands jointly and promised that
they will accept the verdict of the
voters. They said they will help the
winner lor the welfare of the city
dwellers as well as to make the city
an enlightened one, adding that
they will also remain vocal against
corruption and violence.

Sujon also arranged another
dialogue at Golapgan) upazila in
the afternoon where all the seven
mayoral candidates of the
Golapgan] municipality were

present.
The candidates made their
pledges for working against vio-

lence and black money and for
making the municipality a clean
and corruption-free one,

The candidates are incumbent
Mayor Zakaria Ahmed Paplu,
former UP chairman and
Municipal Administrator Sirajul
Jabbar Chowdhury, former UP
chairman Fazlur Rahman,
Alekuzzaman, Mushfiqur Rahman
Mohi, Mamunur Rashid and
Aminul Islam Rabel.

Presided over by Shujan
Golapgan) chapter chief Principal
Mansur Ahmed Chowdhury,
Shujan member Abul Kalam Azad
and UNO Khalilur Rahman also
spoke.

Seven killed in road crashes

METRO DESK

Seven people were killed and 28
others injured in separate road
accidents in Chittagong, Comilla
and Bandarban in the last two
dd}'?-.

Our Correspondent 1n
Chittagong reports: Four people,
including two members of a fam-
ily, were killed and 13 others
injured in a collision between a
bus and a microbus on
Chittagong-Cox's Bazar highway
in Patiya on Thursday night.

Sources said the Cox's Bazar-
bound passenger bus of Hanif
Enterprise collided head-on with
the Chittagong-bound microbus at
Mansa Chowmuhani intersection
ataround 9:30pm.

Witnesses said the accident
took place as the bus was trying to

overtake a truck. The driver of the
migtobus and a passenger died.on
the spot and 15 others were
injured. B

Six critically injured passengers
were rushed to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH) where
the doctors declared two of them
dead at around 10:30pm, sources
said.

The dead were identified as
Shahdat Hossain Shakil, 20, his
sister Afroza Begum Fahima, 30,
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, 40, a
lecturer of Rangunia Hasina
Zaman Degree College, and driver
Mominul Islam, 28.

Four injured passengers --
Monir Ahmad, Ujjal, Utpal and an
unidentified youth -- were under-
going treatmentat CMCH.

A correspondent in Comilla
adds: Two people were killed and

10 others were injured in a collision
between dv-busmzd a CNG
uuturh,‘k ha&” 'f Mirpur in
Br Llnnﬁmp i'atmttui..n

According to the police, the
head-on collision took place at
about 12:30 pm, leaving
autorickshaw driver Md Shamsul
Haque, 44, and Asad Shahariar, 25,
dead. :

Our Correspondent 1n
Bandarban adds: An NGO worker
was killed and five others were
injured when a truck fell into a
roadside ditch at Hansama Para in
Roangcharli upazila yesterday
morning.

The dead was identified as
Mohammed [smail, 18.

Police said the accident took
place as the driver lost control of
the vehicle. NGO worker Ismail and
otherswere travellingin the truck.

BSF pushes in 25
Indian citizens
to Bangladesh

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Indian Border Security Forces
(BSF) pushed in 25 Bangla-
speaking Indian citizens including
women and children to
Bangladesh territory yesterday.

Of them 15 were pushed in at
Tentulia in Panchagar in the early
hours. -
They are identified as Abdul
Kuddus, 48, his wife Lipi Begum, 30,
their sons Hasan, 9, and Shahed, 3,
Jolekha Bibi, 50, Hasina, 35, Roisa
Begum, 65, Taslima, 37, Jesmin, 13,
Sheikh Kabir, 62, Manjil Mia, 18,
Rabiul Islam, 20, Masum, 22,
Jahangir, 24, and Ainul, 32.

Members of Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) detained them when they
were pushed in through the Vutipuri
border under Buraburi union and
handed over them (o police.,

The victims said they are the
residents of Andar Koat area adja-
centto Aajmeer Sharif.

Local police picked them up and
later handed over to BSF who
pushed them into Bangladesh in the
darkofnight, theyadded.

Sheikh Kabir and Taslima said
their names are enrolled in the
Indian voter list and they are ration
card and BBL card holders.

But before pushing them in,
Indian police tore down their cards
and tortured them physically.

With tears rolling down her
cheek, Taslima wanted to return to
India saying her husband and six
childrenlive there.

Sources at Tentulia border said
BSF pushed in 10 more Indian
citizens to Bangladesh through
Banglabandha border yesterday
and anothersixonWednesday.

Maj Sheikh Farid, acting com-
mander of 25 Rifles Battalion in
Panchagar, admitted the push-in
incident.

BDR has beefed up its patrolling
along the border to ward-off further
push-inas the BS| had gathered 200
more Bangla-speaking Muslims in
different places atthe border

Seminar

Centre for National and Regional Studies
organises a seminar on 'Bangladesh:
Geo-politics and national security'.
Venue: Cirdap auditorium. Time: 9:30am.

Workshop

The inaugural session of the workshop
for the technical and vocational education
and training reform project will be held.
Venue: Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 9:00am.

Discussion

Forum for the Secular Bangladesh and
Trail of War Criminal of 1971 organises a
discussion on role of the religious leaders
in preventing militant fundamentalism
and trial of war criminals. Venue: Bilia
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auditorium. Time: 4:00pm.

Roundtable

Campaign for Good Governance
organises a roundtable on 'Saarc 2008:
Unanimous commitment in food security’,
Venue: National Press Club. Time:
10:00am.

Rotary Dhaka Central

The regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka Central will be held. Venue: Dhaka
Club. Time: 1:30pm.

Asiatic Society meeting

The monthly general meeting of Asiatic
Society of Bangladesh will be held.
Venue: Asiatic Society auditorium. Time:
4:30pm.

UNB, Dhaka

* WEATHER 6;3

No change in temperature

unchanged, Met Office said.

[OMOrrow.

City/ Town

Celsius

Max
Dhaka 33.8
Chittagong 32.0
Rajshahi 33.4
Khulna 34.6
Barisal 33.0
Sylhet 324
Cox's Bazar 32.0

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at many places over Chittagong, Barisal and
Dhaka divisions and at a few places over Khulna, Rajshahi and
Sylhetdivisionsin the next 12 hours as of6:00pm today:.

Day temperature over the country may remain nearly

Yesterday's highest temperature of 35 degree Celsius was
recorded at Ishwardi and the lowestof 24.5 degrees at Sandwip.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:45pm today and rises at 5:26am

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:
Temperaturein

Humidityin

percentage
Min Morning Evening
27.7 82 69
256 4 gl
26.8 87 83
§ 24 8y 94
26.4 80 7
25.9 gy 8o
25.8 63 1
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'Formulate
health policy’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable have
stressed the need for formulating a
health policy to bring the people
under a coordinated health service.

But the caretaker government
should not go for formulating a
new health policy as it is not a
political government and is sup-
posed to conduct a4 free and fair
election first, theysaid.

Bangladesh Pharmaceutical
Society organised the roundtable
titled . 'National Health and Drug
Policy' at the National Press Club in
the cityon Thursday.

While presenting the Keynote
paper, Prof ABM Farouque of the
department of Pharmacy of Dhaka
University said that it should be
revealed why the Health Policy
2000 was dropped in parliament.

The paper also pointed out that
the health sector is a corrupt one
that doesn't get the priority of the
government.

The government's unplanned
steps just to follow the prescrip-
tions of the donor agencies, lack of
coordination in different levels of
the health sector and lack of skilled
health professionals are also
responsible for the present sce-
nario, added Prof Faroque.

General Secretary of
Bangladesh Association of
Pharmaceuticals Industries (BAPI)
Nazmul Hassan said, "The budget-
ary allocation for the health sector
should be increased to 12 percent,
whichis now 5.6 percent.”

National Professor M Nurul
[slam was the chief guest at the
programme moderated by
President of Bangladesh
Pharmaceutical Society Selim Azad
Chowdhury.

Pharmacist Suvash Singha Roy,
Prof Rashid-e-Mahbub, president
of Doctors for Health and
Environment, ProfAKAzad, former
vice chancellor of Dhaka
University, Acting Secretary of
Bangladesh Medical Association
(BMA) Moshtaque Rahim Swapan,
economist MM Akash, Awami
League Secretary for Health Affairs
Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin,
Workers' Party President Rashed
Khan Menon, former lawmaker
GM Quader and Ferdous Ahmad
Quarishialso spoke.

51st founding
anniversary of
NAP tomorrow

DU CORRESPONDENT

The 51st founding anniversary ol
National Awami Party (NAP) led by
Prof Mozaffar Ahmed will be
observed tomorrow, says a4 press
release.

On this occasion, a discussion
will be held at Moni Singh - Farhad
Memorial Trust auditorinm at
Purana Paltanin the city at 4:00pm.

NAP was established on July 27
in 1957.

- ———
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PHOTO: ANA

Security personnel escort Awami League President Sheikh Hasina out of Dulles Tnternational Airport after she
arrivedin Washlngton from London yesterday. (Story on Page 1)

Hold referendum on upazila,
nat'l polls: BDB

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh (BDB)
President AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury yesterday urged the
government to hold referendum to
decide whether upazila or parlia-
mentary election should be held
earlier.

The demand came from a press
briefing at KC Memorial Clinic in
the city.

“The government should hold a
referendum in the next 3 to 4 weeks
to have mandate from the people
to decide whether parliamentary
or upazila election should be held

earlier,” said B Chowdhury.

“It should be decided through
mandate from people as some
political parties opposed holding
the upazila election but they are
contesting in the city corporation
and municipality elections,” he
added.

Regarding reports being car-
ried out by different national
dailies regarding graft by the
family members of the president,
he said, “In accordance with the
constitution the president does
not have any executive power in
ruling the country. But if there is
allegation of graft against him

during his three-month tenure as
the chief adviser, that should be
investigated.”

B Chowdhury said that they
would come up with the demand of
withdrawing the state of emer-
gency after the elections at the city
corporations and municipalities if
it 1s felt that it is not necessary
anymore.

BDB General Secretary Maj
(retd) Abdul Mannan, Dr Nurul
Amin Bepari, Maj Gen (retd) MA
Halim and Brig Gen (retd)
Gilasuddin Ahmed Chowdhury
were present at the press brief-
ing.

Trial of war criminals, ban on
Jamaat-Shibir demanded

RU CORRESPONDENT

Central leaders of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), student
front of Awami League (AL); ata
reception 'vesterday: demanded
immediate trial of the war crimi-
nalsinaspecial tribunal.

They also demanded exemplary
punishment to Jamaat-Shibir cad-
res who assaulted freedom fighter
Sheikh Muhammad Aman Al at a
programme of 'Jatiya Muktijoddha
Parishad' at the Institute of
Engineersinthecapitalonjuly11.

The leaders called on the gov-
ernment to impose an immediate
ban on Jamaat-Shibir politics at all
educational institutions across the

country.
Rajshahi University (RU) BCL
unit yesterday accorded a recep-

.Llun-u..h

student fronts and organisations to
socially boycott Jamaat and Shibir
leaders and activists.

BCL leaders also urged all to be

centgal Bl leade ; S als
'"the camn I.Lrl‘w where BCL Pre%&ﬂnﬂi‘d and daunch.a dsesh move-

y Mahmud Hassan Ripon, ag‘:
‘P're'si‘dérit’&llﬁehlni Faruk, Joint'
Secretary Jamil Hossain Chalonto,
Zillur Rahman, RU unit President
Ibrahim Hossain Moon and BCL
leader Masud were present.

BCL central acting General
Secretary Abul Kalam Azad
demanded immediate trial of war
criminals ahd a ban on the so-
called freedom fighters' organisa-
tion 'Jatuya Muktijoddha Parishad’
backed by Jamaat-e-Islami.

He called on all progressive

tp@q Lo 1€ 14

demand: * v
The demands include uncondi-
tional and permanent release of AL
President Sheikh Hasina, release of
detained AL leaders, trial of war
criminals, immediate lifting of
emergency, announcement of
election schedule, steps to reduce
prices of educational materials and
immediate removal of all corrupt
and politcally appointed officials
from administrative positions at
RU and other public universities.
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PHOTO: STAR

Former adviser to a caretaker government Sultana Kamal speaks at the biennial conference of Dhaka Mohanagar
Sarbojaneen Puja Committee at Dhakeshwari Mandirin the city yesterday.

AGRI, NON-AGRI MARKET ACCESS MODALITIES

Saarc ministers welcome

WTO initiatives

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Saarc trade ministers have said the
two least developed countries
(LDCs) of the region, Bangladesh
and Nepal, would be dispropor-
tionately affected if products of
their export interest were not pro-
vided with duty-free and quota-
free (DFQF) marketaccess.

The mimsters and senior offi-
cials from the Saarc countries, who
met in Geneva to discuss issues of
their mutual interests in the Doha
Round on July 23, also welcomed
the WITO initiatives to reach an
agreement at least on agriculture
and non-agricultural market
access (NAMA) modalities by the
end of this month,

A message received from the
Permanent Mission of Bangladesh
in Geneva said the ministers sup-
ported the need to ensure that the
LDCs market access expectations
are fully met in this round and that
products of their export interest
should be comprehensively cov-

ered in the DFQF scheme by all
developed countries.

"Bangladesh and Nepal should
be included in the list of dispropor-
tionately affected if products of
their export interest are not
included in the DFQEF List, " itsaid.

Information about the DFQEF
product coverage and assurance of
non-concentration of the excluded
products in specific product
groups or sectors will have to be
provided at the earliest so that they
are able to benefit in a commer-
cially meaningful way from these
programmes, the ministers
observed.

They recognised that the long-
standing preference receiving
countries will face problem due to
MEN tariff liberalisation in this
round and therefore supported
relatively longer phasing of tanft
reduction for products of export
interest to the Saarc member states
for which the European
Commussion and the United States
have granted non-reciprocal @rill

v

preference.

The issues of longer reduction
period and product coverage
should be addressed in a manner
that balances the interest and
legitimate expectations of all
developing countries, particularly
the least developed ones amongst
them, the ministers observed.

They noted that some develop-
ing countries would be dispropor-
tionately affected due to the pro-
posed extended phasing. An accel-
erated phasing on a few products of
their export interest covered by the
preference erosion list has been
proposed in the NAMA text.

While Pakistan and Sn Lanka
are disproportionately affected
and are presently covered, the
solution provided to them Is not
adequate, the ministers said.

The Saarc trade ministers fully
supported the disclosure of pro-
posal seeking enhanced mutual
supportiveness between the TRIPS

Agreement and the Convention on

Biological Diversity.

The Daily Star
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Indian clothes
worth Tk 80

lakh seized in
Comilla

UNB, Comilla

Members of Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) seized a huge quantity of
Indian sarees and other garments
worth over Tk 80 lakh in bordering
Chowara area of Sadar South
upazila earlyyesterday.

Acting on a tip-off, a téeam of the
33 Rifles Battalion conducted a
drive in the area at about 4:00am
and seized 2,000 pieces of Indian
saris, three-pieces and other gar.
ments.

However, the smugglers man-
agedtoflee,

The seized goods were handed
over Lo local customs.

2 minor girls
drown in
Chandpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Two minor girls drowned in a canal
falling from a bamboo-made
bridge over the canal at Char
Bhanga village under Haimchar
upazilain Chandpur on Thursday:.

The deceased were identified as
Nahida, 6, daughter of Mintu Miji
and Samina Sultana, 5, daughter of
Md Anwar Gazi.

Locals said while crossing the
canal, they suddenly fell into the
canal, Pedestrians found their
bodies floating in the canal at
around 8:00am.

They were taken to the
Haimchar Health Complex where
on-duty doctors declared them
dead.

Campus career
festival begins

METRO DESK

The first phase of 'bdjobs.com
Campus Career Festival 2008
began on the North South
University (NSU) campus yester-
day, says a pressrelease.

NSU Vice Chancellor Prof Hafiz
GA Siddiqgiinaugurated the event.

Dr Abdul Hannan Chowdhury,
director, Career and Professional

Developmant Services {
8 r Mashr
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A seminar fitled "Right way for
writing a CV and facing a job inter-
view' was held yesterday.

Two more seminars titled 'Cur-
rent and Near-future Global
Demand Trends of ICT
Professionals’ and 'Recent Trends
of Graduate Job Market in
Bangladesh' will be held at
11:30am and 3:00pm respectively
today.

Obituary

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

i Rais Uddin, a
freedom fighter
of Helai village
§ in Kaliganj,
passed away

yesterday at the
4 ageof60.

o ) He
behind his wife,
two sons, five daughters, and a host
ofrelatives to mourn his death.
He was buried at his family
graveyard with state honour.

Mohammad Salauddin
DU CORRESPONDENT

Mohammad
Salauddin,
jowner of
iBinimoy
{ Engineering
| Works, passed
| away due to a
cardiac arrest at
National Heart
Foundation Hospital in the city
yesterday at the age of 48, says a
pressrelease.

He left behind his wife, two
children and a host of well-wishers
tomourn hisdeath.

Bangladesh Engineering Industry
Owners' Association President
Abdur Razzak and Secretary General
Abdur Rashid expressed condolence
at the death of Salauddin and con-
veyed sympathy to the bereaved
familymembers.

Death anniversary
METRO DESK

] The eighth
{ death anniver-
| sary of Daiyan
| Malik, eldest
| son of Malik
4 Abdullah Al-
JAmin Sadi,
| district and
sessions judge,
Kishoreganj, will be observed
today, says a pressrelease.

Daiyan Malik died of dengue

fever on this day in 2000 at the age
of only nine years and nine
months.

On the occasion, milad mahfil

will be held in orphanage and
madrasa. Relatives, friends and

well-wishers are requested to pray

for the salvation of the deparied

soul.
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