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One dose of vitamin A can
save 20,000 infants a year

Experts tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As many as 20,000 lives of infants
can be saved every year in the
country if all newboms are pro-
vided with a dose of oral vitamin A
each shortly afrer their birth,
experts ata seminar said yesterday.

Following a study conducted by
JiVitA Project under the auspices of
the ministry of health and famly
welfare revealed that giving a single
dose of vitamin A of 50,000
International Unit (IU) within two
days of life reduced 15 percent
mortality rate of the children under
sixmonths of age, they added

The experts said this at the
seminar stvled ‘Newborn Vitamin
A Supplementation Reduces Infant
Mortality in Rural Bangladesh’
organised at the ICDDR.B audito-
rium in the city with DGHS
Director General Prof MA Faiz in
the chair. Health Secretary AKM
Zafar Ullah Khan was presentatthe
semunar as the chief guest.

The study was conducted
among 16,000 newborns in
Gaibandha and Rangpur districts
from 2004 to 2007 with the techni-

cal assistance of Johns Hopkins
University. USAID, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and the
Sight and Life Research Institute
fundedit.

The experts said infants are
born with low stores of vitamin A,
sufficient only for the first few
weeks of life. Vitamin A
supplementation strengthens host
resistance to severe infection and
the infants provided with vitamin A
experienced reduced fatality of
diarrhoea, febrile illness and to a
lesser extent, lower respiratory
infection.

The 50,000 IU oral dose of vita-
min A for the newboms is safe and
it costs only Tk 2 of a dose ol vita-
minA (50,000 IU), they added

The study conducted by Johns
Hopkins University also in India
and Indonesia showed reduced
infant mortality by 23 percent and
64 percentrespectively.

“These findings confirm those of
two other studies in Asia -- making
newborn vitamin A deliverya prom-
ising new intervention to reduce
infant mortality across South Asia
where overall average reduction

may be closer to 20 percent,” said
Prof Keith P West, prof of infant and
child nutrition, department of
International Health, Johns
Hopkins University, USA.

But the major challenge for
Bangladesh is to find the best ways
to administer the vitamin within
the first rtwo days of life to 4 million
babies born each year. Because
more than 90 percent of the babies
are born at home in rural areas
where skilled healthcare providers
deliver vitamin to fewer than 15
percentof infants, experts said.

Dr Rolf DW Klemm of Johns
Hopkins University, Dr Saleh
Mohammad Rafique of DGHS,
Biman Kumar Saha of National
Nutrition Programme, Prof Fatima
Parveen Chowdhury of Institute of
Public Health Nutrition, Dr Zeba
Mahmud of Micronutrient
Initiative, Asia were also present.

The seminar was jointly organ-
ised by the DGHS, ministry of
health and family wellare,
Micronutrient Initiative,
JiVitA/Jhons Hopkins University,
USAID A2Z Project, Brac and Helen
Keller International.

US commander
meets navy,
air chiefs

UNB, Dhaka

Visiting US Pacific Marine Force
Commander Lt General Richard C
Zilmer passed a busy day yesterday by
participating in different
programmes.

Lt General Zilmer called an Chief
of Naval Staff Vice Admiral Sarwar
Jahan Nizam at Naval Headquarters
and Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal SM
Ziaur Rahman at Air Headquarters.

During the meeting, he exchanged
greetings and discussed matters of
professional interest and views about
bilateral issues

Earlier, he made a courtesy call on
Principal Staff Officer of Armed
Forces Division Lt General M Abdul

Mubeenat AFD

PHOTO-ISPR

Visiting US Pacific Marine Force Commander Lt General Richard C Zilmer
calls on Chief of Naval Staff Vice Admiral Sarwar Jahan Nizam at Naval

Headquarters yesterday.
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LEAD AUDITOR COURSE ON OHSAS 18001:2007

(OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY ASSESSMENT SERIES)
- at Washington Hotel, Gulshan Circle - 1, Gulshan, Dhaka.
Date: 08th August 2008 to 12th August 2008.

LEAD AUDITOR COURSEON I1SO 9001:2000

(QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM)

at Romana Haque Tower, Agrabad, Chittagong.
Date: 15th August 2008 to 19th August 2008.

Registration by 3rd August 2008.

Bureau Veritas (Bangladesh) Private Limited
Contact Person: Syed Anwar Hessain. Email: anwar.hossain@in.bureauveritas.com

LALARELN Tel: 01714 069177, 01714 130292, 01714 080516, 02-8143387, 031-2525403

‘admission

BRAC DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

MASTER IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

The program is designed to provide conceptual clarity,
analytical skills and academic knowledge to effectively address
strategic and practical challenges in development.

The MDS is a multi-disciplinary program blending theory and
It draws on BRAC's development program and

practice.

Fall 2008

research, and offers:

S TN

A range of electives on contemporary development issues
Regular workshops, seminars and field visits

Evening classes with full-time and part-time registration options
Internship and job placement assistance
Performance-based tuition waiver

ADMISSION TEST: 22 August 2008

BRAC

UNIVERSITY
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Contraband
drugs seized
in Ctg

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) seized huge quantity of
contraband medicine in the port
city yesterday.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of
police seized three sacks of vitamin
capsules from a truck in a raid at
Asadgan).

Police suspected the medicine -
Vita-M, were smuggled from
Myanmar to sell in the country.

Assistant Commissioner (AC) ol
Kotwali zone Babul Akhter said
“We have information that the
capsule is being sold at Tk 60 per
packet containing 10 capsules
ilegally at different pharmacies in
the city.”

A syndicate has been involved in
smuggling the medicine from
Myanmar to different parts of the
country, hesaid.
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BARD annual
planning
confce begins

METRO DESK

The 42nd annual planning confer-
ence of Bangladesh Academy for
Rural Development (BARD),
Comilla began at its auditorium
yesterday, saysa pressrelease.

BARD Director General M
Khairul Kabir presided over the
Inaugural session

A total of 125 participants from
government and non-government
organisations, autonomous bod-
| ies, universities and international
organisations are taking part in the

conference

| Khairul in his speech said BARD
| as a national institute for rural
| development has been performing
its duties considering the priorites
of rural development and poverry
reduction programmes of the
government through its research,
training and project activines.

He also urged the participants to
provide suggests on policy guids
linesto finalise the next year plan

_ PHOTO
Dhaka University (DU) teachers form a human chain at the foot of Aparajeyo Bangla on the university campus yester-
day protesting the assault on a freedom fighter by Shibir cadres. (Story on Page 3)
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BBC SANGLAP ON RCC POLLS
Mayor hopetuls vow

to solve water crisis,
remain graft-free

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The two-day BBC dialogue on
Rajshahi City Corporation (RCC)
election at Rajshahi Medical College
auditorium has created enthusiasm
among theelectorates.

All the 15 mayoral candidates
answered to the questions from
around 500 electorates in two shifts
on Monday and Tuesday nights
providing scopes for voters to choose
theright person in election.

BBC Bangla organised the dia-
logue in association with the Election
Commission. Both the sessions of the
dialogue were aired live on
Bangladesh Television (BTV), BTV
World and Bangladesh Betar.

Kamal Ahmed, senior producer of
BBC Bangla Service, moderated the

| dialogues while Waliur Rahman
| Miraz,
| series, produced the event

producer of BBC Sanglap

While answering to a query on
walter crisis, acting Rajshahi mavor
Rejaunnabi Dudu, also a mayor
aspirant, said subscribers are not
available even after creating water
pipelinesinmany areas.

Asked why water lines were taken
to areas where there is no demand
and when 40 percent people are
reeling from water crisis, Dudu felt
embarrassed and said the lines were
created to provide services in disad-
vantaged areas

Mayor hopeful Forman Ali

expressed optimism that he wants to
be an RCC mayor in order to work for
people’s welfare. Ali, however, vowed
to remain incorruptible

Siddikur Rahman unfolded his
plan of collecting water from the
Padma to meet the city's water crisis
If the Padma carries sand, he said he
would preserve rainwater

Ruhul Kuddus Tunu said he would
arrange two water lines
consumption and another for using
household activities.

Mosaddek Hossain Bulbul,
Masudul Haque Dulu, Rayhanur
Rahman, AHM Khairuzzaman Liton
Abdul Matin Khan, Durul
Akhtaruzzaman Babul, Nasir Ahmed
Biddyut, Abdul Khaleque
Enamul Haque also answered to
different questions of the votersat the
dialogue sessions

The mayor aspirants promised (o
ensure accountability and people’s
participation in all development
activitesif theyare elected

A BBC survey revealed that melh
ciencyisresponsible lor the present poor
civic services and the mayor aspirants
pledged for nunning the local govern-
mentbodyin an efficentmanner.

and

BBC Bangla is producing the |

Sanglap in four city corporations
consecutively. After Sylhet and
Rajshahi dialogues, the BBC Sanglap
will be held at Khulna and Barisal
ahead of the city corporation polls to
be held on August 4.

President of Bangladesh Photographic Association Akkas Mahmud speaks
atthe 23rd annual general meeting of the association at a city hotel recently.

ADMISSION - FALL 2008

Are you seeking internationally recognized

degree?

STAMFORD offers internationally recognized
Regular & Executive MBA

Membership of International Accreditation Bodies

AACSB International -

AALCSD | e Association to Advance

Coliegiate Schools of Business

Association of Collegiate
Business Schools and Programs
.". I(anu.n, US.A

(AACSB International is the premier accreditation body of the world in business education.)

Specialization Areas:

* Marketing
* Finance
* Management

Mode of Study:
Full Time & Part Time

Class Time:

APPLICATIONS DEADLINE: 20 August 2008

, For admission forms and further information, please contact the

g Admissions Office, Ground Floor, BRAC University,

| 66 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka.

| | Ph: 8853948-9, 8824051-4 ext 4003
admission@bracu.ac.bd

| ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
e A Bachelor’s (Honours) degree of
- three years in any discipline with at least
a second Class/ Division (or CGPA 2.0)

bracuniversity.ac.bd
bracdevelopmentinstitute.org
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* Human Resource Management (HRM)
% Bank Management

* Management Information system (MIS)

* Evening Class
(from 6:30 p.m.)

% Special Batch For Students With BBA Background
* Graded As One of The Top Universities in Bangladesh By Govt.

©Last Date of Admission:  July 26, 2008
©Class Starts: August 02, 2008

STAMF ORD UNIVERSITY

) Bangladesh (Govt. Approved)
'\-—9 Education For Tomorrow's World

Contact Address:
Head Office & Dhanmondi Campus

744, Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondl

Dhaks - K209

Tel: 9124161, 9124569, 8156122-3, 81531689
(Ext - 11K, 119, 120, 121, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128 & 129)
Mobile: 01713052401, 01713082402, 01713082403

~mail stamlord@stamiordunivers)

Siddeswari Campus

51, Siddeswari Road, Dhaka

(Behind Monowara Hospital)

Tel: 8355616, KIS5506 KIS4577, R155512-1)
Ext- 114, 116, 119, 121, 122, 191 & 192)
Mobile: 01713082404, 01711082405
Web Page

S, www.stamforduniversity. info
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RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

T-BoneSTEAKS

now with more meal and more taSte

Every Thursday and Friday
Butfet Dinner @ TK 950++ per person
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www.nottingham.edu.my

CES(G)1, Road-130, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh, FOR RESERVATION : 8861604, 8853012, 01196095365
The University of
Nottingham

ﬂ..,
Malaviia Campus

UK UNIVERSITY OF THE YEAR Mo

One of Top 75 Universities in Newsweek World
University R.;rliir!gs

ingham Unrversuty Business School = -

Faculty of Social Sciences & Education

School of Applied Psychology Degrees issued are identical to those awarded in the UK
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School of Educ

School of Law 3 years for an honours degree
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School of Mechanical Engineering Nottingham University Business School is ranked seventh by The
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MBA programmes are AMBA(UK) accredited
Faculty of Health & Biological Sciences -

S{F‘u 3 _JI: Biosciences
Sch of P Tharmacy

Come and meel us at the following :
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel - Fruay July 25, 2008 - 4PM to 7PM
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel — Szturgay July 26, 2008 - 12PM to 5PM

For more detaiis. clanse cantneat:

g "TALCON EDUCATION AND CONSULTANCY SERVICES,BD

= Dhanmondi Plaza, Road no: 6 (Mirpur Road), 18/AD Dhaka- 1205, Ban ladosh
T: +88 02 8650862, 8627900, Celi: +8801712736505 ngl'nail falconbd@ hgalu.n-t

STUDY.IN LONDON

BRITISH DEGREES @ AFFORDABLE FEES

ICON COLLEGE

OF TECHNOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT

e TN LA N

Enrolling now for Sept-08/ Feb- 2009

BSc (Hons)*® Business Information Technology via HND

BSc (Hons)* or BEng(Hons)Telecom and Network Eng via HND
BA (Hons)* Business Administration via HND

BA (Hons)*® Tourism and Hospitality Management via HND
LLB (Hons) Supported open Learning

MSc** in Managing [T/ MSc*® in Mobile Commerce

MBA via DMS

Final Year at London South Bank University
** Joint Delivery with London South Bank University

Free Seminars & Spot Admissions

26th July-08 (Sat) : Sheraton Hotel, Dhaka (3:30pm-8pm)
29th July-08 (Tue): Engineers Institute, CTG (3:30pm-8pm)
31st July-08 (Thu): Hotel Fortune Garden, Sylhet (3pm-6pm)

Dr. Ms Ozlem Ulgen (LM, PhD, Barrister at Law, Senior Lecturer) and
Professor Nurun Nabi, (MBA, Pho, Finstlm - principal) Will be Available for spot admissions

Please bring all of your Educational certificates.
Please register your name for attending the seminar-9130107, 01731 957262

LONDON SOUTH BANK

Clll NIVERSITY edexcel
www.iconcollege.com EITHHIEL

For further information please contact: Regional Office of Dhaka
44/8, West Panthopath, Green Road, Dhaka.Ph:9130107,01731957262

, ¥ Br_ltlr._h Accreditation Council
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