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Karadzic and the largest mass

murder in Europe since WWII

THE INDEPENDENT ONLINE

The massacre of around 8,000
Muslims in Srebrenica in July 1995
stands out as the worst carnage of
the Bosnian war and the largest
mass murder in Europe since the
Second World War.

The events in the Bosnian town,
classed as genocide by the
International Court of Justice and
the UN War Crimes Tribunal, fea-
ture in the 15 counts faced by
Radovan Karadzic of genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity
and other atrocities committed
between 1992 and 1996.

Even now, bodies of the men
and boys who were murdered at
Srebrenica are being reburied after
being reunited with their families
following identification using DNA
technology.

The shocking killings form part
of the dramatic and violent
changes that took place as the
Yugoslav Federation, of which
Bosnia-Herzegovina was a part,
disintegrated during the 1990s.

Fighting had broken out in
Croatia following declarations of
independence by the Slovenes and
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A July 11, 2006 file photo shows a Bosnian Muslim woman from the eastern
Bosnian town of Srebrenica prays in front of the remains of 505 victims, who
will be buried on the 11th anniversary of the Srebrenica massacre, during a
memorial service in the town where Serb forces massacred more than 8,000

Muslim men and boys eleven years ago.

Croatsin 1991,

The following year, in a referen-
dum, Bosnia-Herzegovina, with its
mixed population of Bosniak
Muslims (Bosnian Muslims), Serbs
and Croats, opted for independ-
ence,

But by then the country's
Serbian population had declared a
Bosnian Serb republic which was to
remain inYugoslavia.

An EU-hosted peace conference
held in September 1991 initially
brokered an agreement for ethnic
power-sharing, but this soon broke
down.

On April 6 1992, Bosnia was
recognised by the United Nations
as an independent state and on
May 12 Karadzic was elected presi-
dent.

Between December 17, 1992
and July 19, 1996, Karadzic served
as sole president of the Serb
Republic in Bosnia. He was also
supreme commander of the armed
forces.

In April 1992 war broke out with
the Bosnian Serb siege of Sarajevo.

Under the guise of protecting
the Serb minority in Bosnia, lead-
ers such as Slobodan Milosevic

channelled arms and military
supportto them.

The war, which followed was to
be characterised by one of history's
most macabre euphemisms: eth-
niccleansing.

Once towns and villages were
securely in Serbian hands, Bosniak
houses were systematically ran-
sacked or burned, with civilians
rounded up.

Men and women were sepa-
rated and detained. Women were
raped repeatedly.

During the months of the spring
of 1992 fighting raged in eastern
and north-western parts as the
Bosnian Serb army took over 70%
of the country.

A UN protection force, which
had originally been deployed in
Croatia, soon had its mandate
extended into Bosnia-
Herzegovina, initially to protect
Sarajevo airport, but its role was
expanded to help protect humani-
tarian aid.

British forces were first sent to
Bosnia in the same year when Nato
forces moved in to support UN
efforts, monitor sanctions and
enforce ano-flyzone.

World hails Karadzic arrest

AFP, The Hague

World leaders united in hailing
Serbia yesterday for the arrest of
indicted war criminal Radovan
Karadzic, with only Russia sound-
ing a contrary note over whetherhe
would receive a fair trial.

In Brussels, the European
Union's foreign policy chief, Javier
Solana, sounded hopeful that the
arrest would unblock Serbia's EU
accession talks, which had been
made conditional on Belgrade's
cooperation with the International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia (ICTY).

"We have to talk to the prosecu-
tor of the international tribunal but
I am almost certain he is going to
say there is ‘full cooperation’,”
Solanasaid.

That reaction was echoed
the

House, but with a dissident note
coming from Russia's envoy (o
Nato, who called for Western lead-
ers to join Karadzicin the dock.

"If the Karadzic case merits
being considered in the Hague, then
next to him in the dock should be
those who took the decision to bomb
entirely innocent people, hundreds
ofwhom died during the 'demncrati-
sation’ of the Balkans by the Wes
Dmitry Rogozin said in Brussel-;
cited by Interfaxnews agency.

The Russian foreign ministry
sues&ed that any trial should be

“impartial,” accusing the UN war
crimes tribunal of "an often biased
approach.”

Swedish Foreign Minister Carl
Bildt, who served as a mediator in
the Balkans conflict, hailed the
capture of Karadzic as "late, late,
late, but good, good, good," iIn
comments to Swedish Radio.

_ The EU's current French presi-

dencysaid it marked "animportant
step on the way to Serbia's drawing
nearer to the European Union".

That positive note was echoed
by EU Commission President Jose
Manuel Barroso, who called the
arrest "very important for Serbia's
European aspirations.”

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel hailed an "historic
moment.”

“The victims must know: mas-
sive human rights violations will
not go unpunished,” she said in a
statement. :

The French Foreign Minister,
Bernard Kouchner, told reporters
in Brussels: "At last! We've been
waiting 13 years for this. A page has
been turned.”

The US congratulated the gov-
ernment of Serbia on the capturing
Karadzic, calling his arrest a "trib-
ute” to the victims of atrocities
there.
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Relief but little joy for
Srebrenica families

AFP, Srebrenica

For the families of those he stands
accused of massacring, relief at the
arrest of Radovan Karadzic is pro-
found but not deep enough to
drown the memories of the past.

The streets of the eastern Bosnian
town of Srebrenica were deserted on
a rainy Tuesday and, among the few
passers-by, Serbs refused to com-
ment on Karadzic's long-awaited
capture, while Muslim delight was
tempered by sadness.

“I'm happy, but nothing could
heal my wounds,” said Asim
Ahmetovic, who managed to escape
the 1995 Srebrenica massacre and
reach Tuzla in the north after having
marched for 13 days through forests
with a gunwound to hisarm.

"For us, Karadzic is a symbol of
said Ahmetovic, 37, who lost
40 members of his family in the
Killings.

Karadzic, 63, who had evaded
capture for nearly 13 years, was
arrested by Serbian security forces
late Monday:.

Like his army chief Ratko Mladic,
he is wanted for genocide over the
massacre of some 8,000 Muslim
men and boys in Srebrenica --
Europe's worst atrocity since World
WarllL

Restaurant owner Omer Spahic
said he was pleased the alleged
mastermind of the atrocity would
finally face justice.

"I'm satisfied that he will end up
before the UN tribunal. But, even that

tribunal could never hand out a
verdict severe enough to punish his
crimes,” said the 68-year-old, who
returned to Srebrenicain 1999.

"Muslims are happy without
bemg euphoric, while Serbs are sad
but not depressed since everybody
is preoccupied with how to make a
living in Srebrenica,” he said.

The town's Muslim mayor,
Abdurahman Malkic, said he saw no
reason to celebrate.

"His arrest is good news, a small
satisfaction, but there is no room for
happiness. Nothing could bring back
to families their beloved ones who
were lost in the massacre,” he said

Referring to the fact that 13 years
have passed since Karadzic was
indicted by The Hague-based
International Criminal Tribunal for
former Yugoslavia (ICTY) Malkic
said that "justice is sometimes slow,
butfar-reaching.”

"Once his verdict will be handed
down we hope thatitwould contrib-
ute to make Serbs here accept the
factaboutthe massive proportion of
crimes and genocide in Srebrenica
which many still deny,” Malkic
stressed.

Zahida, a waitress in a bar here,
was unequivocal in her judgement
of the captured suspect.

"Karadzic deserves to be
hanged! He should suffer in the
same way that he made suffer an
entire people,” said the 38-year-
old who lost 16 members of her
family, including her father dur-
ing the war.
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Psychiatrist-turned
'‘Butcher of Bosnia

CNN ONLINE

Radovan Karadzic, whose Interpol
charges listed "flamboyant behay-
ior" as a distinguishing character-
istic, was a practicing psychiatrist
who came to be nicknamed the
"Butcherof Bosnia."

Twice indicted in 1995 by the
UN International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia,
Karadzic faces charges of genocide,
complicity in genocide, extermina-
tion, murder, willful killing, perse-
cutions, deportation, inhumane
acts, terror against civilians and
hostage-taking,

While president of the so-called
Serbian Republic of Bosnia
Herzegovina, Karadzic's troops
were reported to have massacred
over hundreds of thousands of
Muslims and Croats during a cam-
paign of "ethnic cleansing.” Early
estimates of the death toll from the
3-year war ranged up to 300,000,
but recent research reduced that to
about 100,000,

The US State Department had a
$5 million reward for information
leading to his capture. His arrest
brings an end to more than 10 years
as a fugitive,

Karadzic was born on June 19,
1945, in Petnjica, Montenegro. He
studied psychiatry and medicine at
the University of Sarajevo during
the 1960s and took courses in
psychiatry and poetry at Columbia
University from 1974 to 1975.

Karadzic, a Serb-Croat, in 1990
helped found the Serbian
Democratic Party (SDS), a party
aimed at unifying Serbs Into a
common state, and became its
president.

Two vyears later, he became
president of the newly declared
Serbjan Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, later called
“Republika Srpska.”" During the

next three years, he ordered
Bosnian Serb forces to seize the
majority of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

From May 1992, the indict-
ment alleged, Bosnian Serb
forces under Mladic's command
targeted civilian areas ol
Sarajevo with shelling and snip
ing during a three-year conflict
within the city.

PSOTO AFP

This recent handout photo released yesterday in Belgrade shows top war
crimes suspect Radovan Karadzic (R) at an undisclosed location. Indicted
war crimes suspect Radovan Karadzic, one of the world's most wanted men,
was practising medicine and living in Belgrade when he was arrested on

genocide charges late Monday.
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- MPH Program Office:
House-27, Road-12, Baridhara, Dhaka-1212
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- Website: www.iub.edu.bd/chpd/mph.htm
Email: nipon04@iub.edu.bd
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Career Opportunity in ASA

ASA, one of the leading and sustainable Microfinance Institutions (MFI) in the world, is currently
looking for a dynamic person for the post of "Deputy Director-Audit"” at the central office. At
present, more than 27,000 staff are working in ASA to serve its almost 7.2 million members. ASA
is also working in different countries for providing Technical Assistance (TA) to NGO/MFls as
well as involved in Greenfield microfinance operations in 10 countries in Asia and Africa under
the name of ASA International-holding registered in Mauritius.
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Conditions and procedures to apply:

The applicants must be a Chartered Accountant (Intermediate/P.E-1). The applicant must also
have at least five years post qualification working experience in well reputed financial institutions
in the audit related managerial position. The applicant must be a non-smoker, smart along with
good written and verbal communication skill in English & Bengali. Maximum age of the applicant
is 40 years up to 30 June 2008. This position requires to make field visits across the country.
Interested candidates can send their applications (addressing the President and mentioning the
name of the post applied for on the top of envelope) along with a full CV, two recent passport
size photographs, a return envelope (with stamp of Tk. 2) with mailing address of the applicants
written on the right corner on the bottom of the envelope, a non-refundable bank draft/pay order
(pay order in the case of issuing from the banks of Dhaka city) for Tk, 500 in favour of ASA within
07 August 2008 to the following address. The bank draft/pay order is needed for avoiding
under qualified and unnecessary applicants and also for short listing the genuine candidates,
Salary is negotiable.

No need to send photostat copies of cerificates, testimonials and other documents with the
application but the original copies must be submitted at the time of interview.

Probation period for the post will be of one year. After successful completion of the probationary
period the job will be under regular salary structure of ASA.
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