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'Reduce maternal mortality rate
to 1.47 by 2015’

24 health facilities get award for excellence in providing

emergency obstetric care services

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The maternal mortality rate (MMR)
is still 3.2 per thousand live births
in the country, which should be
reduced to 1.47 by 2015, said the
speakers at an award giving cere-
mony atacity hotel yesterday.

They said though MMR has
been declining, the pace is very
slow and the span of Emergency
Obstetric Care (EmOC) services
should be increased along with
increased awareness in the com-
munity.

The death of 12000 women
every year due to pregnancy-
related complications is unaccept-
ably high and all efforts must be
given to address the situation, said
Secretary to the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare AKM Zalar
Ullah Khanas chief guest.

“Maternal mortality must no
longer be considered as simply an
issue of public health. It 1s a socal
injustice. It is the paradigm shift
that has inspired all of us to be here
in recognition of the need-to pre-
vent maternal death and disability
as an issue of social justice and
women's rights,” said Carel de
Rooy, Unicef representative in
Bangladesh.
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PHOTO STAR

Health and Family Welfare Secretary AKM Zafar Ullah Khan gives away
award for excellence in imparting Emergency Obstetric Care (EmOC) at

Sheraton Hotel in the city yesterday.

Director General of DGHS
Prof Dr MA Faiz, and Director
General of Family Planning
DGFP Quamrun Nessa Khanam
were present as special guests
at the award giving ceremony
on Emergency Obstetric Care
2007.

Line Director of Essential
Service Delivery Dr Saleh
Mohammad Rafique chaired the
programme.

With a view to reducing the
maternal mortality and morbidity
the government has taken various

programmes including strength-
ening EmOC services.

Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS) with the sup-
port of the Unicef has strength-
ened 191 facilities including 59
district hospitals and 132
upazila health complexes with
equipment, capacity develop-
ment and posting of skilled
human resources.

It aims at ensuring 24-hour
availability, geographical accessi-
bility and affordability of EmOC
services to those who were not

receiving the service.

To encourage the centres as well
as the professionals providing
EmOC, the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare in collaboration
with the Unicefdistributed the best
performing award to 24 health
facilities for their excellence per-
formance,

The recipients are Jamalpur
District Hospital, Tungipara
Upazila Health Complex (UHC) al

Gopalganj, Manikgan) Maternal |

and Child Welfare Centre (MCWC),
Feni District Hospital in
Chittagong, Fatikchhari UHC,
Khagrachhari MCWC, Kushtid
District Hospital, Chowgachha
UHC in Jessore, Magura MCWC,
Joypurhat District Hospital,
Charghat UHC, Thakurgaon
MCWC, Hobiganj District Hospital,
Bianibazar UHC and Sunamganj
MCWC.

Besides, Patuakhali District
Hospital, Kolapara UHC, Bhola
MCWC, Magura District Hospital,
Pabna District Hospital,
Khagrachhari District Hospital,
Fultola UHC, Nachol UHC and
Banaripara UHC also received the
award.

The best performing award for
EmOC wasintroduced in 2004,
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Poet Samudra
Gupta to be
buried today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The body of poet Samudra Gupta
will be kept at the Central Shaheed
Minar in the city from 11:00am to
12:30pm today for the people to
paytheirlastrespects to him.

Ifitrains, the body will be kept at The students _cullu;ted _gigna- rying festoons, banners and House # 86, 88 & 15, Road # 23, Block-A, Banani. Dhaka-1213
the TSC of Dhaka University, a | tures on a big white canvas for an  placards. | Tel: 8860306, 9890036, 9899638, Website: www.canadaeducationbd.cor

press release of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote (SS]) said yester-
day.

I'he poet, whose real name is
Abdul Mannan, passed away due to
gallbladder cancer at Narayana
Hrrdayalaya Hospital in Bangalore,
India,on July 19.

The pamaz-e-janaza for the
poet will be held at Dhaka
University Mosque after Johr
prayers and he will be buried at the
Martyred Intellectuals' Graveyard
atMirpur.

Meanwhile, Left Democratic
Alliance, Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal and Charan
Sangskritik Kendra expressed deep
shockatthe death of the poet.

India supplies
19,212mts rice
in seven months

UNB, Dhaka

Government of India has so far
supplied 19,212mts of rice and
1,000mts of skimmed milk powder
to Bangladesh from December
2007 to June 2008,

India announced to provide
40,000mts of rice, 10,000mts of
wheat and 1,000mts of skimmed
milk powder in 2007 for relief and
rehabilitation of people of
Bangladesh affected by floods and
other natural disasters, said a press
release.
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PHOTO STAR

Astudent of Dhaka University puts his signature on a white canvas demanding trial of war criminals during amass signature campaign on the campus yesterday.

Demand for trial of war
criminals reiterated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Students of Dhaka University and
freedom fighters took to the streets
yesterday demanding trial of the
war criminals.

The students formed a human
chain under the banner of
'Juddhaporadhider Bichar
Mancha' (platform for the trial of
war criminals) and organised a
mass signature campaign on the
Curzon Hall premises in support
oftheirdemand.

Holding hands in hands in a
row, the students chanted, "We
want a Bangladesh free of war
criminals.”

They also called for boycott of
the Jamaat-e-Islami whose top
leaders were involved in war
crimes during theWar of Liberation
in 1971,

appeal forthe trial of war criminals.
Slogans on the canvas read: "War
criminals, leave the country right
now" and "Bury Razakars”.

They will also stage a cultural
programme on the campus
today to mobilise support for
the trial.

Besides, students associated
with debating actvities formed a
human chain near the Aparajeyo
Bangla on the campus to press the
demand for the trial of war crimi-
nals.

Meanwhile, Dhaka city unit of
Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad
formed a human chain from
Bangla Motor intersection to
Maghbazar demanding punish-
ment to the war criminals,

Hundreds of freedom fight-
ers joined the programme car-
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Admission Going On

For Session 2008-2009
Class sta August, 2008
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50% Admission Fee off till 09t August, 2008

for the following Grades :
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'-Evaluate-yolur organization's performance through a structured performance analysis and
"Credit Rating" |

How it Works

® Helps to approach the
financial institutions, for
financing, in a credible way

® Provides comfort to the
financial institutions while

financing the SME

ROAD
TO
BETTER
FINANCE

geta,

Eligible SMEs should have*

e Minimum two years' of
profitable operation

® Fixed assets of BDT 300
million (without land)

e Annual turnover of BDT 6
million to 600 million

LEIC will share 80% of the credit rating cost with the SMEs

Interested and elligable SMEs should apply by July 25, 2008 to

Rating Agency:

Credit Rating Information and Services Limited (CRISL)

Phone: 717 3700-1; 956 5780 Fax: 956 5783
Email: crisl@bdonline.com

or:
Local Enterprise Investment Centre (LEIC)
Phone: 883 5369-70 Fax: 883 4148

Email: info@bangladeshinc.com

A BBl vitstalnarnE T For more information, please visit www. bangladeshinc.com CribdRiors aboly
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Schoolchildren and other residents of Kajlar Par at Jatrabari in the city use boats as amode of transport as this low- | Ci{tgong Port on July 18 and ADL.C \ @ o] Canadian Intemational  Agence canadienne de
lying area has remained waterlogged for about two weeks due to rain. This picture was taken yesterday. unloading of cargo is currently FINANCE LIMITED l : I Development Agency  développement international

underway:.

g 5% 2]

o
oo

. -y

L

English medium School headed by Eritish Principal f’%

EIC follows British System of Education
but ensures Bangladeshi Social, —A
Cultural and Religious Education -
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IER students
boycott class

DU CORRESPONDENT

Students of the Institute of Education
and Research (IER) of Dhaka
University (DU) boycotted their classes
yesterday protesting the assault on
fourstudents of the institute bya group
of activists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD),studentwing of BNP

Around 15 JCD activists led by
Russel, Kawser, Rajon, and Rokan
attacked four students--Mizan, Joy, Arif
and Bunti with rods, hockey sticks,
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