(

N
N E%J \ S

DHAKA MONDAY JuLy 21, 2008 1 5

@he Baily Star

Case proceedings

6
;%:“c;:?t!a:]m fined ACC's lawyer

advocate Khurshid Alam Khan Tk
25,000 for “committing fraud” with
the HC by suppressing the fact that
the HC had fixed July 20 for delivering

connection with amassing Tk 4.96
crore illegally and concealing wealth
information from the ACC.

Barrister Ahsanul Karim said that
Shamsuddin filed awrit petition with
the HC challenging the case. The HC

Govt asked

FROM PAGE 1
the proclamation of the state of

emergency, should not be declared
illeggal and unconstitutional.

The court also directed the gov-
ernment to file an affidavit -- specity-
ing the grounds on which the state of
emergency was proclaimed and

DND area braces
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dug in 1988 and was linked to

Shiddhirganj near Kanchpur, But
due to encroachment and garbage
dumping filling up the canal, areas
including Paradaga, Matuail and

area where land slopes had not
been ensured for the water to move
towards the canal, This could be
the main cause of waterlogging in
the DND area, Igbal said.

Md Masud Ahmed, executive

Govt ordinances

FROM PAGE 1
Legal experts said following the HC
judgment most of the ordinances
issued during this caretaker govern-
ment'srule have now become invalid.
"This government has issued
about 70 ordinances and very few
of them are related to elections. If
challenged, ordinances not related

ACC allowed

FROM PAGE 1 '
Assistant Director Harunur Rashid,

also the investigation officer (10) of
the case, submitted a petition for
interrogating them.

The same court on Thursday
granted a petition submitted by the

him with Ramna Police Station on
April 23 this year for amassing
wealth worth Tk 2.23 crore illegally
and concealing information about
his assets worth Tk 11.20lakh. |

According to the case state,
ment, Koko in his wealth statement

judgment in a writ pettion filed by ypon his petiton stayed the pro- | what fundamental nights were sus- | Kajlanow face severe waterlogging  engineer of Water 'D.evclnpmeg"lt to polls will be illegal,” said barris- | 1O for showing them arrestedinthe:  gsubmirtted to the commission said

Shamsuddin challenging the legality  ceedingso the case and issued arule pended under the emergency -- with | duringtherains. Board (WDB) division-2, said | terRafique-ul Hugq. case, | he, his wife and their two daughters

ol the case. to show cause as to why the case | o courtwithinone month. Sharaft Ullah Kajal, owner of ynder long-term planning, a Tk The HC also observed t}_mt the | According to the case prpcged- have movable and immovablé

The HC earlier stayed l.hlf pro-  should notbequashed. , The order came upon a writ | Multimedia CNG filling station 235,33 crore project proposal was | caretaker government's main duty | ings, thtf . then prime minister  properties worth around Tk 8.08
against Shamsuddin in this "Atthe last stage of the hearing of petition filed with the HC on July 14 | a1ong this road, said they were prepared in 2005. The proposal | s t0 hold the elections and the | Khaleda Zia, her son Tarique and  crore,

corruption case following his writ

ition. The Supreme Court fnl]nl:—

a government petition stay e
gnrder to stay pmmJ;d of
the tmal court, but allowed the HC to
i its rule on Shamsuddin’s

the rule, advocate Khurshid Alam
Khan took time to hear thecasefgum
the HC. The HC gave him tme,
stayed proceedings of the case and
fixed luﬁ' 20 for delivering the judg-
ment. Advocate Khurshid Alam

by four Supreme Court (SC) lawyers,
M Saleem Ullah, Muhammad
Mohsen Rashid, Nahid Sultana Juthi
and Md Abdul Mannan Khan, chal-
lenging the legality of the president's
actonson Janurary 11, 2007.

allotted the positionon the canal in

2003. _
“Ten other stations got their

allotments around the same time,”
he said adding that all the stations

based on field level reports and
studies conducted by JICA in 1992,
did notget governmentapproval.
“Following a decision of the
project evaluation committee in

Council of the Advisers can request
the president to promulgate elec-
tion-related ordinances.

"It would be better for the peo-
ple of the country if the tenure of
this caretaker government is short-

the other five accused embezzled
over Tk 2.10 crore by establishing
an organisation that only exists on
paper.

The five other accused are
former BNP lawmaker Qazi

However, an ACC investigation
found that the assets belonging to
the family are worth more than the
mentioned amount.

It also found that Koko con-
cealed information about a flat at

peution. * suppressed the facts of the HC order. : . g . | areleavinga4-metre wide,3-metre  September, 2006, we have been "$ha¥IC oltarved. Saleemul Huq Kamal, Syed Ahmed  Banani, loans from banks and
‘ responsibility of the case by ACCon  Jyly 13 sentenced Shamsuddin to on l::nunn')' with a malafide inten- | their stations to allow the flow of part of emergency programmes. attorney general's office B Hossain Ahmed, Sharfuddin Ahmed and fits that he might have received

July 10. He did make the trial court
aware about the HC direction to stay
the proceedings of the tral court, as
well as the date on which the HC

years' imprisonment. [ informed the

trial court verdict to the HC today,”

he told reporters. _ *
Judge Tanzina Ismail of Special

tion and collateral purpose to extend
his rule beyond 90 days while hold-
ing the office as de facto chief adviser

the canal to continue.
“We have followed 100 percent
government rules to set up the

This include a feasibility study and
canal excavation,” he said.
The feasibility study, begun in

recently filed the provisional leave
to appeal with the SC to stay the HC
verdict.

Khaleda's nephew Mominur
Rahman.
CASEAGAINSTKOKO

from different businesses.
He also held back information
about 500 shares (Tk 100 each) he

d s . - . | g i Metropolitan Sessions Judge has in a business firm named
would deliver its judgement on  Court-6, setup on the Jatiya Sangsad | purportedlyunderArticle 141A(1)of | stations, hpclalmed. February this year, :ull be com- Mﬂhan?rna i Azizvi Hanus ook [ﬁe H‘ia::::r&vialinn i B T BRAE
Shamsuddin's petition. Bhaban premises, on 17, sen- | the consutution, expressing his An official of Bangladesh Water . pleted by February 15, 2009. Based Gatco Case charges into cognisance for trial  savings certificates (Tk 1 lakh each)

The trial court on July 17 sen-
tenced Shamsuddin on the aforesaid

"gﬁ the same day | was given the
case (July 10), the HC fixed July 20 for
delivering judgment in the writ
petition filed by Shamsuddin. But as
the Supreme Court had already

the HC stay order, I did not
convey the trial court about the date
of the HC ruling,” Khurshid told
reporters yesterday, adding that he

tenced Shamsuddin to 13 years'
imprisonment in the case. The judge
fined Samsuddin Tk 10 lakh in
default of which he will have to serve
one more year behindbars.

The court also ordered the

authorities concemed to conhiscate
his ill-gotten wealth worth Tk 4.96

crore.

Shamim

"satisfaction” that a “grave emer-
gency exists” in which the “security
and economic life of Bangladesh is
threatened by internal disturbance.”
[t also said the state of emergency
was promulgated on January 11,
2007, without lawful authority, as the
president had no constitutional
authority to promulgate emergency.
The law secretary, establishment
secretary and home secretary have

Development Board said apart
from encroachment or filling up of
canals, unplanned urbanisation is
another reason behind
waterlogging in the area.

Architect Igbal Habib, member
secretary of Urbanisation and
Good Governance Committee of
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon,
said the canal excavation brought
some benefit to thelocal residents.

on that, a long-term project pro-
posal will be formulated,” he said.

Meanwhile, about 99 percent of
the excavation of the 31.162 km
stretch of canals, started in
December last year, have been
completed.

Seventy-five percent work of the
demolition of 380 illegal structures
has also beencompleted.

The DND dam was constructed
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court mentioning that Khaleda Zia
was not produced before the court as
shewasill.

Defence counsel advocate Masud
Ahmed Talukder appealed for a long
adjournment saying that the higher
court had stayed the case proceed-
ings for two months.

The court then asked the defence
to submit the copy of the HC order by

and set the date for next hearing of
the case filed against Koko for
amassing wealth illegally and
concealing wealth information
from the commission.

On July 17, ACC Deputy Director
Abu Sayeed, also the 10 of the case,
submitted the charge sheet to the
Dhaka Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate’'s Court, showing 3l
people as prosecution witnesses.

under hiswife's name.

His wife's investment of Tk 1.50
crore in a business and his
expenses for B4 overseas tnps
between September 2003 and
December 2006 did not match the
couple's stated sources of Income.

Koko was released on Thursday
for two months by an executive
order "'on medical grounds”. He is
now in Bangkok for medical treat-

: gk dents in the peti- p : £ - He said Koko should be on trial ment.
:;?Onnu&tbemﬁaudulentman}rnﬂuh f}?;h:ipr::fa;d for which the airline ﬁ" R ISETHIRIR L 6P However to get real results, the  between 1962 and 1968 asan irriga- ml}éﬁﬁ]uda-s younger son Arafat binceel‘t&lelcharge:agauinst him hai.ru Earlier, he was exempted from
He told reporters that he would had to digdeepintoits purse. Advocate Ruhul Quddus, acoun- | government has to complete the tion project to make the land culti- Rahman Koko, who was exempted | been proved in primary investiga-  appearing in person before courts

file an appeal with the Supreme
Court against the HC order to pay a
fine.

Barrister Ahsanul Kanm, counsel
for Abul Kalam Shamsuddin, yester-
day told The Daily Star that the HC
bench directed the ACC's counsel
advocate Khan to pay the petutioner
Tk 25,000 from his own et.

ACC Assistant Director Sheikh
Abdus Salam filed the case with
Paltan Police Station on November
13 last year against Shamsuddin in

* Salahuddin
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Salahuddin graduated from

London School of Economics In
the United Kingdom in 1969 and
received his masters’ degree from
the same institution in 1970. He
served as assistant professor at the
Department of Economics of
Dhaka University (DU) from 1971
to 1977. He also served as assistant
professor at the Institute of
Business Administration (IBA) of
DU from 1980 to 1983.

Salahuddin launched his career
in law in 1980 after obtaining the

During the four-party rule, he
earmned huge Sums in return for
helping foreign companies win the
work ol aircralt maintenance, engine
overhaul and tenders for purchase of
spare parts.

Local agent of the foreign firms
was headed by his brother-in-law
Shahedul Haq who has been on the
runsince January 11 lastyear.

Shamim would dictate the terms
of every transfer, dismissal and
appointmentofBiman staff.

By 2006, the situation worsened
so much so that employees and
pilots went on a movement to save
Biman and rid it from corrupton.

Towards the end of Khaleda Zia
government, he went into voluntary
retrement.

Biman sources said Shamim was
not known much before 1991 when
BNP came to power and Khaleda Zia
became the prime minister for the
firsttime.

Soon he began using hiscloutasa
brotherofthe governmenthead.

OnMay 5 this year, the ACC filed a
case with Raman Police Station
against Shamim Iskander and his
wife Kaniz Fatema for amassing
wealth through illegal means.

ACC Deputy Assistant Director
AM Javed Hasan, also the investiga-

sel for the petitioners, told newsmen
that after the hearing that the HC
issued the rule upon the government
to examine on what reasons the
president issued the state of emer-
gency.

Government's counsel, deputy
attorney general (DAG) Dr Naima
Haider, said that the HC wanted to
know which fundamental nghts
were suspended through the state of
emergency.

Advocate MI Farooqui moved for
the petitioners.

Food security
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food security. The WB would pro-

vide assistance in all three areas,
she added.

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
[slam said, “The World Bank has
assured us of assistance to ensure
food security, thereby reducing the
budgetdeficit.”

It-also pledged aid in tackling
the losses resulting from climate
change, he added.

Guerrero said an international
conference titled 'Focus

total plan including setting up of
two more pump houses and
improvement of the drainage
system, he said.

He pointed out the faults in the

vable for three harvests a year. Of
the total land under the DND pro-
ject area, residential abodes have
been built on 85 per cent of the
land, according to a BWDB source.

Tofail, Sajeda
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Tofail and Sajeda yesterday
appeared before an HC bench for
their bail. Barrister M Amir-ul
Islam appeared for Tofail while
barrister Shafique Ahmed and
advocate Yususf Hossain Humayun
argued for Sajeda.

Their anticipatory bails are valid
till the submission of charge sheets
in the cases.

Deputy Attorney General (DAG)
Zahirul Hoque and advocate
Khurshid Alam Khan moved for the
ACC.

On May 29, ACC Deputy
Director Golam Shahrier
Chowdhury filed a case with
Ramna Police Station against AL

tainer management at inland
container depots in Dhaka and
Chittagong causing aloss of over Tk
1,000 crore to the state exchequer.

Later, the case was brought
under the Emergency Power Rules.
The HC had stayed the proceedings
against Khaleda Zia and granted
bail to Nizami.

Meanwhile, detained former
BNP ministers Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyanand M Shamsul Islam filed
separate petitions with the HC for
bailin the Gatco corruption case.

The SC yesterday stayed the HC
orders granting bail to former BNP
minister Tariqul Islam, former state
minister for liberation war affairs
Redwan Ahmed, his wife Momtaz

from appearing in person before the
court on medical grounds, was
represented by his lawyer Taherul
[slam Tawhid.

Other accused including former
LGRD minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, former health minister
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain,
former agriculture minister MK
Anwar, former land minister M
Shamsul Islam, former industnes
minister Motiur Rahman Nizami,
and former state minister for energy
AKM Mosharrat Hossain were pro-
ducedbefore the court.

The Anti-corruption
Commission (ACC) filed the case
with Tejgaon Police Station against
24 people including Khaleda and
Koko on September 2 last year on
charges of corruption in awarding
Gatco a contract for container han-
dling at depots in Dhaka and
Chittagong.

NIZAMIAT COURT
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer and co-
accused Motiur Rahman Nizamisaid
aconspiracy is being hatched to split
the four-party alliance, but the alli-
anceleadersarealertaboutit.

“The four-party alliance does and
will exast,” he told journalists after the

tion.
The ACC filed the case against

during trial proceedings in two
graft cases.

Chief adviser
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Representation of the People Order

(RPO) will be finalised soon
enabling the Election Commission
to independently push through
rules and regulations for holding
[ree and fair elections.

In reply to a question,
Fakhruddin said it would not be
possible for the caretaker govern-
ment to hold elections to zila
parishads for time constraints and
hoped that the next elected govern-
mentwill doit. He said formulation
of Zila Parishad laws is also at the
final stage.

Asked about amendment to
Article 70 of the constitution, he
said though these matters were
discussed at the government's
dialogues with political parties, the
incumbent administration does
notwant to amend the constitution
asitdoesnothave that mandate

He said discussions on the

ment without caring about nega-
tive deeds ofany candidates.

As some participants in the
dialogue demanded that educa-
tional qualifications should be set
for candidates in elections,
Fakhruddin said the constitution
does not allow fixing such criteria.

"So people have to choose the
candidates who can serve them
and materialise their expecta-
tions,” he said.

He, however, stated that the
candidates would have to furnish
some information to the election
commission during submission of
their nomination papers, which
includes academic background,
wealth statement and so on.

As some raised questions
regarding a number of people in
the race for the upcoming local-
body elections with allegations of
criminal offences against them as
well as their being under tnial, he

LLB degree from DU.in 1978, He tonofficer (10) of the case, told The h' willbe held'in London rp,r_;i'sirdij.ll'll_"lill-m_ﬁrm_t!gr _;anai] Ahmed Abmegd, Barisal City Corporation | progeegipgs . S .. | process.ob@hendis BRSURL -+ gaide inf-the: election-rules; it has
‘became a lawyer of the High Court Dmlybtarwealhall e AL 204 Eln : Eﬁnsgéapt‘::;lb:r Il(}ihi& y:;ar [t wall for el Tk &4 CIOre wealth - ¥BCC) Mayor Majibor Rahman * ! - e 5 g tion were held and the next elected hi"t_’n mentioned that only con-
in 1982. He obtained the LILM g;ruiaél his [Em;tnhT;kuszgzs of | discuss ways to extend A mcuns:silre_-nt with (11“5 knu]':.vn Sarwar-and Dhaka City IUdgeS government can take decision in  victed persons cannot participate
degree from Colombia University  income. for the country to cope with the sources ot income anc concealing  Corporation (DCC) Ward | ppgmpages this respect. In elections.

inthe USAin 1984.

Salahuddin was made addi-
tional attorney general on
February 13, 2007.

MiG-29 case
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purchasing Mig-29 warplanes for the
air force of the country following
recommendations of committees
concemed. The case is false and
fabricated and its proceedings
should be quashed,” he said.
Hearing on charge framing
against Hasina and six others in
connection with the case will be held

AHM Nurul Islam, who worked as
Khaleda Zia's personal secretary
during her term as prime minister in
2001-2006, in an interview with a
Baana daily last year said Shamim
would frequent the Prime Minister's
Office throughoutthealliance rule.

The National Board of Revenue
(NBR) on June 22, 2007 asked differ-
ent commercial banks to submit
reports on the transactions of
Shamim and 60 otherindividuals.

Indian
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membersin Lok Sabha, decided to

impacts of climate change and
maintain food security.

She met Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed on Saturday
and discussed the development
priorities including infrastructure,
human resources, climate change
and governance.

[.oan defaulters
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tier are expected to start in the

latter part of October, leaving no
tume for loan defaulting aspirant

information about Tk 1.86 crore in
his wealth statement submitted to
the ACC. His wife and daughter
were charged with abetting him.

On July 10, ACC Assistant
Director Mozahar Ali Sarder filed
the case against AL presidium
member and former environment
and forest minister Sajeda
Chowdhury in connection with
concealing wealth worth Tk 13.84
lakh from the ACC and amassing
the said wealthillegally.

The HC bench of Justice Sharif
Uddin Chaklader and Justice Md

Commissioner Abdul Qaiyum in
separate cases.

After separate petitions were
filed by the ACC, Chamber Judge of
the Appellate Division Justice MA
Matin stayed the HC orders for one
month. The HC orders had stayed
the proceedings against them in
the cases.

The judge also asked the ACC to
file regular appeals with the SC
against the HC orders within this
period.

On July 14, the HC following
petitions granted bail to Tariqul

Ahmed as saying it is impossible for
judges to discharge functions when
questons are raised on dignity of the
courtand their position.

Another HC bench of Justice
Sharif Uddin Chaklader and Justice
Md Emdadul Haque Azad yesterday
expressed surprise oncommentsofa
top lawyer about some HC orders
granting bail to some accused and
staying proceedings against them in
graftcases.

Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) President Barrister Shafique
Ahmed yesterday told the
newspersons both the Barand bench

Asked about the anti-graft drive,
the chief adviser said the caretaker
government brought about institu-
tional reforms, making the Anfi-
Corruption Commission and the
judiciaryindependent entities. The
next government, he hoped, would
carry on thednve.

Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury moderated the
dialogue attended by representa-
tives of teachers, freedom fighters,
lawyers, farmers, women, NGOs
and tea-garden owners and work-
ers.

Later in the day, the chief
adviser offered fateha at the mazars

However, he said limitation of
election expenditure set by the
election commission would
encourage honest, competent and
dedicated persons to seek election
to public offices.

People of various walks of life--
teachers, freedom fighters, work-
ers, religious leaders, women
representatives, NGO personali-
ties, businessmen, elite, mayor and
councillorcandidates of Sylhet City
Corporation elections--joined the
dialogue among others.

Foreign Adviser Iftekher Ahmed
Chowdhury moderated the dia-
logue that lasted about three hours

S n
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o e o e doacc o | S 1 become dgle for | e Mibosabmn Sarwar sl | O 5C Gpresid suptie over | of Harrar Shan a8 andarat 513,

Judge Golam MortuzaMajumder  Up BSP chief and Uttar Pradesh | S2noidacy. .« «ij] | terday to former BNP minister MK Qai] um and stayed the proceed- | vor = orinents O Ut Sl A e Shiltt Bain (RS e qby LGRD Adviser M Anwarul
of the Special Judge's Courtof Dhaka  Chijef Minister Mayawati in the | _ Similarly since RPO 2008 issull | = "0 . "~ ST e L L e PEICCRlE var ' & He prayed for peace, progress [QBAL, Law Adviser AF Hassan
Division, adjourned the hearing on  moming and is understood to | aWalting promulgation after being Slad cocorruptioncase  ings of cases filed against them in Barrister Shafique said the court | and welfare of the country and the  Arrif and Communications Adviser -
July 17 reschedulingit for today. have struck a deal keeping in view | approved by the cabinet last ed byACC. connection with amassing wealth | passed orders under the laws, rules | people. Maj Gen (retd) Ghulam Kader were :

The six other accused are former
air force chief Jamaluddin Ahmed,
former army chief Mustafizur
Rahman, former defence secretary
Syed Yusuf Hossain, Air Commodore
(retd) Mirza Akhter Maruf, former

the state political scene.

Another bad news for the gov-
ernment came when Janata Dal (S)
led by former prime minister HD
Deve Gowda having three Lok
Sabha members also decided to

Sunday and since the parliamen-
tary election is expected to be held
by the year end, loan defaulters
with electoral aspirations will not
get the opportunity for making

Barrister Rafique-ul Hug moved
for MK Anwar during the hearing
yesterday.

The ACC filed the Gatco case
against BNP Chairperson and

illegally and concealing wealth
information to ACC.

Counsels for the ACC yesterday
argued before the courtthat the HC
granted bail to the accused since

and reasons after hearing arguments
from the lawyers and no lawyer
should make such comments on the
courtauthority.

The lawyers say the HC bench

Law Adviser Hassan Ariff,
Communications Adviser Ghulam
Quader, LGRD Adviser Anwarul
Igbal and the CA's Press Secretary
Syed Fahim Munaim were present
atthe time.

also present at thedialogue.

The chief adviser will stay over-
night at Sylhet Circuit House and is
scheduled to chair council-of-
advisers meeting this morning at

ot . : ! themselves eligi : former prime minister Khaleda the investigation reports had not | and Barrister Shafique pointed _ , the circuithouse. A

];;?;mﬂﬁéﬂhsl:{gﬂg Hgﬂ :r?c:leiu r{-,]:gamst the confidence & thaﬁle?tizr:gelﬁferf.m candidacy and 2? others, including Jamaat-e  been submitted within the stipu- fingers to Dr Kamal Hossain, who Eﬂl{?;ﬁfl"ng’ﬁiﬁgfgl}ﬁgmf‘;dﬂ :3: He is scheduled to retum to 3

Managing Director Nur Ali. The hppusition to government Legal experts and senior offi- Is_laml_ Ameer Motiur Rahman lated 60 days of the filing of the | recently commented on recent Eiiaor;ratic ot eRor af Ialag};md Dhakain the evening.

Accorging to the case filed with gained further momentum ahead | cials of the Election Commission | Nizami, Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, cases. But submission of investiga- | orders of the HC granting bail to e anditobiatiins Svik ity BNP h .1

Tejgaon police station, thedpumhage of the trust vote with the UNPA, | (EC) Secretariat however are skep- M Shamsul Islam and MK Anwar, tion reports within the period of 60 SDITI?PDIIQClanstncll_!dmglearm._ organiised: by the Bistrict e allsS A I

ofeightMiG-29fighterjetsduringthe  BSP and the Left parties jointly | tical about proper implementation | ©N September 2 last year accusing  daysisnotmandatory, theyargued. | mizami on July 17 Jiled the peti- tration. FROM PAGE 16 :

tenurenflastﬁwgnﬂ egovern-  declanngtheirresolvetogo forthe | of the stringent restrictions due to them of indulging in corruption to Advocates Khan Saifur Rahman, | 9o with the HC bench of Justice During the dialogue, he assured unit at his apartment in the Nam

ment caused Tk 700 crore loss to the  kill. | the ti T e award Global Agro Trade (Pvt) Co Moazzem Hossain and Khurshid Khademul Islam Chowdhury and people that his government would complexin the capital.

publicexchequer. 0 : : . e time constraint loan defaulters : Justice Mashuque Hosain Ahmed P : Withdrawal of the emergency =
eq ur one-point programme 1s Ltd (Gatco) the contract for con- Alam moved forthe ACC. ensure an environment so people Jagtan

The names of Brig Gen (retd)
Iftekhar-Ul-Bashar and former
deputy secretary Hasan Mahmood
Delwar were dropped from the case
due to poor evidence regarding their
Culpabﬂi?' while former army chief
Mustafizur Rahman, Air
Commodore (retd) Mirza Akhter
Maruf, former joint secretary
Hossain Serniabat, and business-
man Nur Ali were implicated after
investigators had found their
mvolvernentin the alleged scam.

On December 11, 2001 Inspector

to oust the UPA government on
July 22," said Mayawati in the
presence of CPI-M General
Secretary Prakash Karat and CPI
leader AB Bardhan and also TDP
leader N Chandrababu Naidu.
Echoing similar sentiments,
Karat, who has vowed to make the
Congress-led coalition bite the
dust on the issue of nuclear deal,
told a joint press conference that
"we don't want the government to
remain in power after July 22.”
These parties have a combined

will face in remedying their dis-
qualifications because of the delay
in promulgating the laws.

They fear legal challenges from
loan defaulting aspirant poll candi-
dates.

Loan defaulting upazila and
parliamentary poll aspirants will
not have the respective one year
and six months required for
rescheduling their loans for
becomingeligible for candidacies.

The time constraint issue in

Poll candidates' info

FROM PAGE 16

According to a Shujan study, many
candidates in their affidavits did
not mention any immaovable prop-
erty belonging to them, their
spouses or theirdependents.

holding of the candidates' income
tax and sources of probable elec-
toral expense information on the
EC website, Shujan Secretary Dr
Badiul Alam Majumder said, "Who
withheld this information -- the EC

challenging legality of the Gatco case
filed by the Anti-Corruption
Commission. He also prayed for
quashing the proceedings against
him.

Following a petition filed by
Nizami, the HC on July 14 granted
him bail and issued a rule upon the
government to show cause as to why
the petitioner should not be granted
regular bail. Nizami was released the
nextday.

The ACC filed the Gatco case

can cast vote with a scare-freemind
to choose their candidates in elec-
tions at all levels in a changed
paradigm.

Terming people's vote as the
biggest weapon, he said people
could elect right, honest and com-
petent candidates by applying
their wisdom, thoughts, and judg-

Iran

FROM PAGE 16

IS @ must to make the ongoing
political dialogue a success and to
create a congenial atmosphere for
holding a credible election with the
participation of all political par-
ties,” he said adding that there
would be no objection if political
leaders were convicted under the
existing laws of the land after the
state of emergency is withdrawn.
Stressing the need for unity
among pohtical parties, the BNP
secretary general said political

: . : } i “Affidavits show that manv of : e agai st br Kht 7 waiting fora decision from Tehranon parties need to unite in Ehlf greater
’* Mﬂahﬂu Al Zahid of now-defunct gtrﬁlr_:gt of 85 MPs in the Lok | relation to the upcoming parlia- | he candidatesor theirdeppndﬁnta orthecandidates?” _ ;{35;‘;‘ L?E;Iflr P:'}" m"*-r”;e’le‘f“ ?l;“' an initial deal to start pre- interest of the people. "We called
N reau of Anti-corruption submit- abha. mentary election was raised at a p il If the EC publicised the infor- . <1 others on september for unity before and we still want

ted a sheet to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court of
Dhaka, showing 40 persons as prose-
Cution witnesses.

Salman
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his Gulshan home in Dhaka on
February 4 last year in connection
with corruption and seized a large
amount olp local and foreign cur-
renciesand 1 1 mobile phone sets.

_Police filed a case against him
with Gulshan Police Station on
February 16 last year in connection
with the seizure,

The case was filed under the

Marawati. who has emerged as
the rallying point in the move to
oust UPA government and is being
talked about as the next prime
ministerial candidate by some
parties like TRS and TDP, said the
parties would decide on the future
strategy on July 23, a day after the
frustvote.

Atmosphere at the delibera-
tions of the opposition parties was
upbeat and Mayawati was strident
in her cnticism of arch detractor
Mulayam Singh Yadav and Amar
Singh of the Samajwati Part
which has alreadydecided tobac
the government.

Indian National Lok Dal's Ajay

meetng of the council of advisers
on last Sunday, but the meeting
decided to keep the timeframe for
disqualification unchanged, a
meeting source said.

Taking the advantage of the
existing election law, a large num-
ber of loan defaulters used to con-
test in parliamentary polls in the
past through rescheduling their
loans, often even a day before
submitting their applications for
candidacies, while upazila elec-
tions have not been held in the Jast
18 years.

don't have any money in cash or in
banks. Besides, many of them run
businesses, but don’t have any
liabilities except loans from
banks,"” said the study.

Examining the affidavits, the
study found that all candidates
claimed that they do not owe any
outstanding bill to any utility ser-
vice providers.

According to Shujan, a number
of them mentioned criminal cases
hled against them, claiming that
the cases were stillunder trial.

The law that made it mandatory
for the candidates to provide the

mation immediately after the
candidates submitted their affida-
vits, the media could run reports
[on the inconsistencies) and peo-
ple could be better informed. The
candidates [hiding information]
might also withdraw their candi-
dacy," headded.

The legal provision allowing the
EC to post candidates' information
only on its website is flawed as a
very small section of the popula-
tion has access to the Internet, he
noted.

“During our visits to different

2lastyearon charges of corruptionin
awarding Global Agro Trade (Pvt) Co
Ltd (Gatco) the contract for con-
lainer management at inland con-
tainer depots in Dhaka and
Chittagong causing a loss of over Tk
1,000 crore tothe state exchequer.
On May 18, two HC benches
rejected a bail prayer of Nizami since
the case was filed under Emergency
Power Rules (EPR) and the trial court
1Issued arrest warrants against him,

negotations.
[his would see world powers
romusing not to impose further UN
gecurit}’ Council resolutions against
Tehran, in exchange for Iran not
installing any more uranium-
enriching centrifuges, he said.

“We have not got an answer to the
most important issue... we are look-
ing forward to an answer to these
questions in a couple of weeks, " said
Solana.

Russia's deputy foreign minister

Nizamiwasarrested the same night.

Mob kills
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Serge: Kisliak, who attended the talks,
was quoted by the Ria-Novosti news
agency as saying that he too expected
aresponse from Iran in two weeks.

"During his visit to Tehran, Mr
Solana presented a text on the frame-

unity among the parties.”

The government has lifted the
ban on indoor politics, but the
reality is totally different because
political party workers at district
and upazila levels are being con-
stantly shadowed by special secu-
ﬁt}'a%pncies. Delwar alleged.

“This isn't the suitable atmo-

sphere for election,” he observed
asking the caretaker government to

“take necessary steps to remove
fear from people’s mind and
announce the schedule without
anvdelay. Give up all otheragendas
and take on the Eﬁ:‘.‘tliﬂl‘l agenda.”
He also demanded release of all

Special Powers Act, Money Chautala, Asom Gana Parishad'’s QUT; E:iit;{_:ﬂg]::;leef:‘ : th.[;j]f Ig:: EC with their ‘persunali details a:ias. v:;;dfnuuﬁ mj,.t~[h-a s nf FauEht il 3l _sm_rEEd E‘!f*ﬂlll[g work of negotiations. We have exam- pl?him:lﬁf:enat:\%z:l;élghgi;nagn ahrg
Laundering Act and Excise Act. Brindavan Goswami, Jharkhand | & . : J would be ineffective unless the EC e candidates have serious allega- | him,” said Officer-in-charge (OC) | jhed this proposal,” said Foreign SP&rPErson

The seized currencies include leader Babulal Marandi and CPI Shahdeen Malik said the new scrutinises the information pro- tions against them. All our efforts | of Pallabi Police Station Abdul | Minister Manouchehr Mottaki in elder son Tarique Rahman. |
4,905 British pound, 6980 Pakistani  leader D Raja were present at the | €/éctoral laws seem to impose the | vided and take punitive measures  Will go in vain if criminals win the | Momin. apparent reference to the so-called . Delwan also a former chief whip
Indian rupee, 7,139 Saudi riyal, Congress media department | defaulter may contest in the polls Shujan observed. ' Former adviser to a caretaker | mushed to the spot and rescued In a major development, the talks ~ €Oncern over the recent incident

11,190 Thai baht, 10 Canadian
v 90 Danish krone, 200 UAE

175 Malaysian ringgit, 700

ian rupiah, 2510 Hong Kong

head Veerappa Moily said the
overnment expected support
rom “unexpected quarters” and
was confident of sailing through

through rescheduling of their
loans.

But he added that it might be

Although there have been alle-
gations that some of the candidates
during their campaigning are

povernment M Hafizuddin Khan
said, "We supported the local
government elections now

Bachchu in a critical condition.
They took him to a clinic. When his
condition deterforated, they rushed
him to the DMCH where the on-

were also attended by the third most
senior diplomat from the United
States, the first tme Washington has
had direct contact over the nuclear

on the Bangladesh-India border
and asked the government to
ensure security of Bangladesh
Rifles personnel and Bangladeshi

. : difficult to implement the restric- di : PRI - . il o .arthe bo

, 345 Netherlands puilder, 60  thetrial of strength. . A . spending black money, using because we wanted to see this as an ke : standoffwith Tehran citizens living near the border.
francand Tk 2,32,795. ManmnhangSingh's govern- tmn; in the upcoming upazilaand | banners and distributing fliers at  experiment in holding a model du?ﬁ: ngd:j';?rgd[h"“ ﬁ“d(‘i h However the United States BP{P standing committee mem-
said he possessed the ment lost its majority in p_arharnentary polls if the provi- | placesof worship, no one is taking  election.” Bacheh t"léjdl E]f,'“: IS E_‘",l wamed [ran would face "confronta- l?ur _Lhm-.'dhury Tanveer @hmeq
foreign currencies i legally and no  Parliament after the Left parties | $100S are challenged in courts for | any action against them, Prof Shujan Executive Member Syed s Ic- R 'C‘j that I'“P‘"" tion" -- an implicit warning of further Siddique, Vice President Sarwari
O0e is allowed 10 keep such a large  withdrew support because of their | not providing the stipulated Muzaffer regretted. Abul Maksud and Coordinator sent himand two others to Israfil to sanctions -- if it failed to suspend Rahman, Joint Secretanies General
mtoﬂncalcurrencyundenﬁe opposition to E'le nuclear deal | opportunity to loan defaulters for Demanding stern action against Swiapan Kumar Sahaﬂ were also ml]li:‘::lgrﬁrrjmmmw}i | ith bt e T 1 R o Rt B IS]-am
Powers Act. with the United States, remedying their disqualifications. the person/s responsible for with- el SRk e by sa/seordhsusedio makeanudlear: SRUAT, SCUIG LIREE MOCITIREY v
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present at the conference.

the Pallabi Police Station.

weapon.

Ahmed were presentamongothers.




